Cbatanat epeg st s preve Rt unr a1
for without Mrs, Harcourt's eousent, 1 eun-
uot clzim your heud until two long yonrs
Lave olapsed  and how inany  things maey
Liappen in that time to dash tho oup of hap.
praies from wy tipe

L3 tbine, Willinm, but the hand of death
can ever provent me fultilling iy engage
ueld, nlJ\rmgh I fear you will never bolieve
tud mncero o this ot cxpressed  determina-
t: . Oh, would that you enuld rend every
accrel feohng of my heart, which beats for
y uonly ! Iudeed, indcad, d-ar William,
yoour doubls and suspicivng maksy wme very
wserable , for three long wooks, day after
wuaf, hour after bour, T 8st wordering why
3 -u never cnmne, watchiog and hoping that
thi sound of every hurse 1 heard approach-
154 tight be pours  Oh, had you como as
usual, I had been spared that unpleasant
ecee with Lord Danby, and you tho agony
of believing for one moment that I could
prefur him or any other human being to
yoursolf.!

* D ar. lear Blancho, pray epure tne those
Vitter refl ctisus which wy past conduet calls
up ; but, indeed, I could not help thinking,
from what veeurred at the ball, and after-
watds at Bart.n Court, when you wore  sit-
ting so long with Lord Danty, and so ovi-
dently plonsed with his socioty, that his
attntions must bo mast agreeablo to you ;!
anl it waenn that account solely, and lest
my presence might influenco you, or
doter him from an expression of his  sonti-
ments, that [ absented myself so long from
the Priory.’

* Well, dear William, you do not now, I
hope, beliovo that 1 over intended anything
mwre than ¢ mmon civihty to Lord Danby ;
Lat to coonarce you of my unswerving at-
tachn ent to yourself, bore is « littlo present
whicl [ Lal purchased expressly far your
own hand"—produciog a beantiful diamond
riuy, with a small lock of her bair insido—
** and which you must wear as a symbol of
wy love. Come, give me your hand—1I shall
placo it mysolf on your finger, and when I
coage to bo your own dear Blavche, as you
o aften call mo, then return this ring to we
agtin.’

*That you will never crase to be to me,
my own swoot girl,’ pressing herto hisheart;
¢ and now, dear Blanche, soo that I also had
prepared s similar presont for yourself,
whiah T had intended giving you after the
buut ball ; and now I must examine which
finger it will fit best.’ .

¢ P]aca it whero you would my wedding-
nng, dear William; and now, with my band
in yours, by that token I pledge my faith to
you. Dear William, will that pledged pro-
migo satisfy your jealous, uojust sus-
pwcions 2 and will you from this honr
promiso never to doubt more your own dear
Blgncho ?' .

*Yes, dear girl, that promiso I give most
cheerfully, and trust to obscrve most {aith.
fully ; but, believo me, without any desire to
«xtenuate my owu  couduct, trae, devoted
affection oannot exist without some jealousy;
aud now tell me, were Ito pay great atten.
tiou to any pretty girl by dauciog with her
two or threo nes on the same night, and
sitting with her apart from tho other com.
pany, when mecting at dinner or other par-
tics—wero I alsn, in addition to theso little
acls of attention, to be frequently calling at
her fatber's bouse, and onopolising her
socicty as much as I conveniontly conld—
would you not, dear girl, oxperienco some
little uneasy sensations at wmy conduct, and
begin with gond cause to doubt the sincerity
f‘flmy prefrased undivided regard for your-
sell?

* Unquestiouably I should, Wuliam ; but

never ¢ neouray s thrtativn s witu ween of the
descripiion.’

¢ So you really can repusc somo littlo con-
fidencoan o atter all your lectunng, Mr.
Villiam ?'

'Y 8, Blaucho, I dv, indeed, veliove you
ineapable of wiliuily musleading any one;
and as you knuw the happincss or iisery of
my futuro hfe now rests in your kceping, you
will not, I am convinced, tbink lightly of
that trust which frowm this hour is sv im-
plicitly confided in you ; and if [ am 4 little
yealous gometimes, set 1t down to the right
account—wy sole, undividod love and
anxious solicitudo about one who is, andever
must bo, far dvarer tv e than my own life.
And now, dear grl, It us return fo Aunt
Gordon, who, I dare say, begius to think wo
bave been o most unreasonable time luve-
making this morning,'

¢ Well, cbildren,” remarked that lady,
¢ youar dehghtful irttlo topis appears qaite in.
oxhaustible.’

¢ My dear sunf,’ repliad Blanche, laugh.
1y, *you aro greatly decuved in thinking
Williain has buen talking love to o all this
time, wherceas ho i1as been giving mo a most
gevere lecture on tlirtation ; in fact, dear auat
his spreches aro ofton the reverso of ruman-
tio, pathetie, or evon complimentary.’

¢ So much the better, my love ; it is the
greatest proof that he hias formed a high and
true estima’o of your own good sense. The
silly trash talked by most lovers is perfectly
sickening, and I never thought William
would pour into your ears such fulsome, ua-
meaning stoff, which even a child of
twelve years old might fuel ashamed of lis-
tening to.'

* There is no fear of that, dear annt ; only
just give lum a bint not to lecturo mo quits
80 much for the future.’

¢ Return the compliment, my love, as ho
requires sowv eharp adwonitivns on Lis weak
poiat—jealousy. And now, I want you
buth to assist mo in the cunservatory.’

CHAPTER XXV.

On tho morning of the trial, the court was
crowded to excess by well-dressod persons
of both gexes, atiracted by the novelty of the
oaso aud the strong fecling excited in the
neighborhood againetthe perpetrators of this
daring outrage. Lord Vancourt did not, of
course, appear, being still on his travels, no-
body knew whore, not evon Lord Mervyn ;
bat ono of the leading counsel was employed
{everybudy said by lus lordship, subd rosa) to
defend Lus two underkeepers or night watoh-
ers, who bad remamned prisoners ever since
the commission of the offence ; the wound-
cd man, now in a fair way of reoovery, hav-
ing turned king’s evidence. Ono of the most
talonted as well as gentlemanly men at  the
bar, named Whalley, had been retained by
Malcolm to conduct the proscention ; tho
sharp-witted, brow-beating Sergeant Wrang-
ler appenred for the defence.

Mr. Whalley, in bisopening address to the
Jjury comunented in severo terms upon the
mons*rous nuture of the offonce, by which
the lives of two persons bad been ncarly sac-
rifioed, cliaracterizing 1t also as ono of tho
most vivlent, wanton, aund .disgraceful out-
rages attempted by any man professing to
be a gontleman.

The first person callcd to provo the assanlt
and attempted abduction was Blanche Doug-
las, who cntured tho coutt atteuded by her
aunt Gordon and Lord Malcolm ; and her
counscl, pitying her extreme agitation on

with a full knowledgo of your meamng, and
secing how you intend to apply it, tue case
betwoen ug 18 not exactly parallel.  Gentle.
men havo tho option of paying any such ate
tentions, which ladies have not the option of
declining sometimes, without apparent rude-
neas, :\ns whero no neocessity exista for show-
ing it, particulsrly to thoso whose bohavior
is courteons and their society agrecable ; bot

ontering tho witness-box, merely asked a fow
questions as to Lord Vancourt's attompts to
drag ber from tho carriage, aud her previous
rejection of lus addressos. Having thaoked
her for ier roplies, Mr. Whalley said it was
unnecessary for him to troublo her turther,
and was resuming hisseat, when Sergeant
Wrangler immediately ross, and addrossing
poor Blauche, who was turning to leave her

surcly, my dear William, thero is & wide
distingtion betwoen Ueing pleased with a

unplessant position, apologised in tho blan.

. tioular favor.’

-gmponl for your hand, Miss Douglas ; and

dest manuer, and in tho eoflest toneé: he p?uh

3 vUe g s oy  sveey . gae -
Wrangler, no wise disconcerted by this re-|
buke, ¢ I can casily obtmn my poict in an-
other way.'

Thuslittle altercation had opencd Blanche's
oyes and unde retending as to what Mr. Ser-
jeant \Wiaugler was auming at; and the
spirit of tho Douglases camo to her rescue,
to retort upon lier crufty interrogator.

* You wero in the habit, Miss Douglas, I
beliove, when at Marston Castle, of frequent-
ly dnving aad walluog alono with Lord Van-
oourt '

* No, I was not,’ rnawored Blanchoe, in a
firm voice, which was distinetly audible in
tlo court.

* Bravo ! Migs Blauche,” shouted a voico
from the crowd noar the door ; * givo it the
raseally la~ycr in turn.’

¢ I beg pardon, Miss Douglas,’ continued
her tormentor ; ¢ but we have ovidenoco to
provo you wero soon soveral timnes walking
alone with his lordship.’

¢ Twico only—when invited to take a walk
by Miss Mervyn, I was loft alone, as I be-
lieved, purposely, to Lord Vancourt's atten-
tions, which being d;sagroeablo to me, I
nover niam accompanicd Misg Mervyn in
her walks.’

*gull, Miss Douglis, notwithstanding
Lord Vancourt’s attcntions being, as you
state, so disagrecable, you aceepted him  as
a partner at tho Cherrington DBall, not for
one only, but for two quadrilles ; snd danc- |
ing twico the samo evemng with the samo‘
partnor is gencrally considered a  very per-

Tevnt anary es

* I accepted Liord Vancourt for the second
dauvce 10 obedience to my aunt Mrs. Har-
court’s corumands, and most certainly con-
trury to my own inchnation, beng previouna-
1y cngaged to Major Hammond for that set.’

* Well, Miss Douglas, we, who canrot en-
terinto tho fancies and feol ngs of young
ladies, mast judgo by thewr ucts; and I
should certainly consider it au act of en-
couragowent in any lady accepting mo twice
for a partner. Mammas and aunts are very
convenient personages sometimes to fall
back upon.’ :

Blanche feoling too indignant to make any
ri}ﬂy to this impertinent inuendo, BSerjoant
Wrangler, with another significant look at
the jury, procecded—

‘ It was only two days after this ball at
Cherrington, when you danced twice with
bim, that Lord Vancourt wrote a formal

can-soarcely imagine that his lordship, a
thorough man of the world, moving in the
highest circles, well acquainted with the
etiguetie and forms gencrally observed on
such occasions, and, as you admit, most
courtsous and deferential to ladies—neither
forward nor presuming—wonld have commit-
ted such an aot of {olly as making a proposal
for & young lady, unless fully eatiefied in his
own mind that ke had good grounds for be-
lioving his offer would be accepted.’

* I nover gave Lord Vauncourt,' replicd
Blanche, indignantly, *tho slightest en-
couragement in any way, baving taken a
dislike to bim from the first ; but, as an ac-
quaintance of my Aunt Hareourt, I could not
bebave radely to him whilst I was living
undor her protection at Throgeby.’

* Oh ! of course not, Miss Douglas I’ ad-
ded Wranglor, with n sneor. ¢ The letter ad-
dressed to your guardian, Mr. Harcourt, by
Lord Varcourt, contsining the proposal, was,
I presume, subwitted to your perusal, and
the snewer which was returned 9"

* No, sir. I neither saw nor knew tho
contents of the lotter wr.tton by my guardian
m reply ; but, when asked by my aant what
auswer should bo returned, I told her most
distinctly that nothing should over induce
me {o accept tho addrosses of Lord Van.
court.

* Very strange, Miss Douglas, when Mr.,
Harcourt's letter appears to me to warrant
our amving at a vary opposite conolusion.’

¢ X ghall provo, sir,’ -exolaimed Mr. Whal-
ley, suddenly starting ap, ‘by another wit.
nes, that Misg Douglas did, positively and

* Was bio very particular in bis attentions
to your young lady, Miss Douglas ?'

¢ Not that I know of, sir.’ .

* Did she ever go out walking or driving
with him alone ?’

* No, sir ; Miss Blanche would nover dream
of dong such a thing with s stranger.’

¢ With whom thon did sho geunerally set
out for a walk

*With AMiss Mervyn, sir, accompanied
sometimes by Lord Vancourt and Mr. Ver-
non.’

*Dud Miss Douglas aver allude to these
walks on returning to her xoom ?°

¢ Yos, sir ; the day beforo wo left tho Cas.
tlo, she told me she folt g0 annoyed by Mies
Mervyn anl Mr, Vernoa's conduet, in leav.
ing ber purposely, as she believed, lwico
alone with Lord Vancourt, that she would
nover walk with her again.’

¢ Did she keep to this resolution ?*

¢ Yes, sir ; the next morning, when Miss
Mervyn entered her room, sasking ber to
walk, she plended a bad headacho,
and would not go down-slairs till Mrs. Har-
court’s oarriage came to tho door to take us
home.’

*Iid Miss Douglas ever make
any other remarks to yoa about Lurd Van-
court 2’

¢ She said, tho night befors sho quitted
Marston Castle, that sho was very glad their
visit was finisned ; thatalthough entertaining
sometimes, sho had taken a great dislike to
Lord Vaucourt, and hoped nover to moet
him again.’

¢ Do you remember anything particular
oceurring two days after the Lall at Cher-
rington 2’

¢ Yes, gir ; after lancheorn, Miss Blarcho
on that day ran up to ber room, and began
sobbing and orying as if her her heart would
break, because Mrs. Harcourt called her an
angratefal girl for retusing Lord Vancourt ;
*but I could not marry such a man, Alico;
indeed, I nover wonld,” she said, ¢if Aunt
Harcourt tarncd mo out of her house for re-
fusing him.’ ¢‘No more wouldn't I, my
dear young mistress,’ said I, ¢ even to be
made & Jady of I' Then, the next morning,
over ocmes Mrs. Gordon, and orders me to
pack up her things directly, as Miss Blanche
shouldn’t st? another hour at ‘Throesby,
to be worried about that good-for-nothing
man, Lord Vancourt, who, I heard her
tell Mrs. Harcourt, was no better ihan he
should be.’

‘ Well, Alice,’ interposed Mr. Whalloy,
¢ that will do ; now tell me whai bhappened
on the night you left the Priory to rsturn to
Throseby 2’

Alice having related all the adventures on
that occasion, wilh some comments of her
own, was then asked if she conld poritively
swear {o Lord Vancourt being the man who
attempted fo drag her mistress from the car-
ringe ; and on this point being most positive,
Mr. Whalley naid he need not detain her any
longer, and Sergeant Wrangler prudently
declined preventing her standing down from
the witness-box.

Robert Conyers, examined by Mr. Whal-
oy :

¢ ;Iow long bavo you known Miss Dong-
as 1

¢ Sicce childhood.’

*Have you bhad any opportunities
of knowing hor truc character and disposi-
tion 2’

¢ Very many—baving narrowly observed
her, from being on very intimate torms with
her relatives ; and for tho last two years sho
bas been more immediately under my own
cye, from my instructing her in riding.’

* What has been yoor opinion of lier, Mr.
Conyers ?°

* Sho has over been a timid, gentle girl, of
a very affectionate but retiring disposition,
with strong religious {nnoiples.‘

* You wero awars, 1 believe, of Lord Van.
court boing invited to Marston Castle, and
Afr. and Mrs. Haroourt being sexed to spend
a-fow days there at the same time, wish their
ward, Miss Douglas #°

—

anoonditionally, refuss Lord Vancourt's pro-
i and also tho base, 'mdarious plot

¢ I-was, gir; and two days previomly to
their leaving Troseby, I warned Mise

610D yuu Iy 1o vain to ovtam, that sl vy
o silly girl, caught at first sight by thebysy
somo persou of this man, and deepingg
tho warninugs sho bad received of his ty
churacter, want of fortuno, and Jastly, otk
actually being & married man ; why, i
oo carth should induep her to clope witl
—hrr guardian consentiug to hiz proposayg
for Mr, and Mrs. Harcourt, blind to g,
revela ions mado to them, persisted to g,
last in taking his lordship's part, and ™
lady almost insisted on her niceo mamy
bim. With these facts olear befora yon, by
can you hope to persuade a child often yoa
old, much less twolve men of common s
that thero oxisted any pretonco whaterer fy
Miss Douglas donsenting to run away wig
Lord Vancourt, nearly four bundred iy,
to be morried, when sho could havo
married at the parish church with her gy,
ding’s approval 2 This is all noncenss, ¥r,
Serjeant Wrangler, perfectly absurd ; 103
you are wasting tho time of the cqurt {0 py
purpose.”

* Such is not my opiaion, Mr. Conyen
but I do not wish to occupy more of g .
time, which seems 8o precious to you; tn
to be favored with another long-winded cr3.
tion, which I have in vain attcmpted &pn.
terrupt.’

CHAPTER XXVI.

Thomas Carter next deposed to the en.
versution ko overlieard etwveen Vernon sod
Harlay on the evening of the day on shith
the hounds met at Marston Castle, and byr-
ing given his ovidence, was turning b go
down, when Serjeant Wrangler exchind
—* Stop, Mr. Carlor, I bave a word arivo
to eay to you. So, you audacions trailce ad
eavesdropper, you bave bad the assurneeto
swear that you heard sll this trompedup
story through a thick mabogany door?

¢ Yes, sir, I did—every word of it.’

¢ Then you were in the habit, I conelude,
of always listening at doors, to take sime
news into thé servants’ hall 2’

¢ No, sir, I nover did it before or sinee;
but hearing the youhg squire’s name mes.
tioned in a loud, angry tone by Mr, Veron,
I thought some mischief was brev ing aguzst
him, and so stopped to hear what il wa

¢ Ard now you are in Lord Malcolm’s ser-
vice, you have determined to make ozt this
cock-and-bull story, which you think ses-
ble men, like the gentlemen of the jary, will
believe from a discharged, worthtess semat
like yourself, whio couldn’t get a characier
from your.last place.’

‘ I was not discharged, sir, from Ictd
Mervyn's service, but gave warning toleare,
and never agked his lordsip fer a char
acter.’

¢ No, I should thirk not, Thomas Carter,
as you know well enough you lhad zot the
remotest chanco of getting one.’ ‘

* My character is as good as soirs, re-
torted Carter, ¢ any day in the wesk.

¢ Get down out of the box, you imprient
liar,’ almost ecresmed Wrangler ; *1ws
condescend to ask you aunother question.

William Beauchamp was then ealled, ko
related in o clear, straightforward maazer
all that passed vnder his observation o2t
night of tho attempted abdnction, for whitd,
baving been thanked by Mr. Wusler, bt
was then addressed by tho Sepeant.

¢ Pray, Mr. Beauchamp, wiul you ob-!e
mo by stating from whom you obtainedths
information which directed yon to Manz
Common on that night 2’

¢ That .question, sir,” replied Beanchazp
¢ I believe you cannot legally insut ooz
answering, although I shonid not heeitak
iving a roply to any other counsel eI
erjoant Wrangler. .

+"And why not to me Mr. Beauchalp:

Te de¢ Continued.



