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defences is, for these nations, a fool's pa
radise. then the best things in life are a
lie.

Another echo of militarism comes from
Chicage where Mr. Roosevelt was present-
ed to a nominating convention as a man of
granite and iron in & speech which was an
eulogium of war. At the St. Louis conven-
tion Mr. Bryan declared that this '‘is a
declaration that the time hoped for, pray-
ed for, of perpetnal peace will never come,
thus eulogizing the doctrine of brute force
and giving denial to the hopes of the race.
And this President,a candidate for re-elec-
tion, is presented as the embodiment of
that ideal, the granite and iron [to repre-

N its issue of Monday, May 31, the Mon
treal Scar asks: —

Can anyone imagine the Mother of Par-
liaments permitting documents of great
gnbllc importance being withheld from it

y the Government except for grave rea-
sons of public interest. .

The insinuation here is that the Domin-
ion government is acting on a conirary
ruie, which is a thing not supported by
the evidence. But we particularly desire
to point out that the British partiament Is
no longer & model to copy. Aside from the
fact that the prime win ster and leader of
the House of Commons was howled down
the other night, there is the following des-
cription of the'‘mother of parliaments’ 1n
the columns of the T.ondon Speaker:—

Mr. Balfour's governmegnt has stolen one
after another of the liberties of the
House «f Commons, but even in the House
itself it is only a small minority of mem-
bers that cares very zealously for its
rights. When a motion for the guillotine
comes on people in the country think it is
six of one and half-a-dozen of the other,
and that discussion is all recriwination.
But Mr. Balfour's latest proposal is soex-

The Liberties of Parliament.

EVENTS

sent the new idea of mi'itarism. Do you
say you want to defeat the military 1dea?
Friends (f the sounth,arejyon trying to de-
feat the military idea. Let me tell you
that not one of you, north, east or south,
more fears the trinmph of that idea than
I do. If this is tha doctrine that our na
tion is to stand for it is retrogression, not
proir‘uion.it is the lowering of the ideals
of the nation, itis the tunrnng backward to
the age of force. More than that, it isa
challenge to the Christian civilization of
the world and nothing less. "’

Here are two great forces in conflict. It
is for each man to determine which ride
he will countenunce.

Everyone should read Sir William Ma-
lock's notable contribution to this subject
uttered at the Fielding banquet July 11.

treme as to exasperate Jeven the most pa-
tient aud casual observers. The Licensing
Bill has been discossed for thirty-four
hours. Mr. Ballour now proposes to give
four more daye to the]Committee stage,two
days for report, and one for thir¢ reading.
The Westminster uiazettte [calculates that
the whole time 1he discusssion is to oc-
cupy in committee will be fifty-eighthours.
Now, the Crimes Act, as the Daily Chron-
icle points out, had been in Committee
fifteen daye, the Home Rule Bill twenty-
eight days, the Education Bill thirty-eight
days before the closure was applied. 'fho
government papers justify this violent pro-
posal by pleading the obstruction of theOp-
position. but Mr. Ellis shows in the Times
that of five amendments dircnssed Wednes-
day two came from the Gvernment side of
the House. It is not the fault of the Op-
position that the session bewan too late
that the Chancellor of the Exchequer can-
not go on with his Bndget. that Mr. Ar-
nold-Foster is not allowed to reform the
Army,and that Mr. Balfonr pays no atten
tiout to the business of the House. |f the
Government choose to spend the dregs of
an ignoble existence in forcing tms bill
throngh Parliament without discussion,
it must not expect to find its leyislation
treated with any respect at all by the next
government.




