257 : .

notwithstanding our coursge and our exporioncs of
such hardehips, a violent despair was rapidly gaining
on us. Wo folt convinged that, from ono moment to
anothor, our tarn would come, It was impossible to
try tho boats again, for tho son swopt tho ship fore
and aft, aud half an hour lator, the vessel was all
battored. .

To crown ounr misfortune, the pilot told us that we
could expect no help from land, The sea was tooviolont
where wo were, and it wus usoless for any craft to
venture to reach our ship. It had twenty chances
to one of boing swamped on the way, -

At this supreme moment, T made a last effort to
climb up the fore-mast, whero, to my great surprise, 1

remarked Mv Nazaire Delisle, whom I "thought
- drowned a quartor of an hour ago. Wo then saw tho
main-mast fall with a dreadful noiso on the deck and
crush in its fall about twenty porsons who had tried
to find sheltor there. An hour later, a portion of the
foro mast to which wo woro clinging, was broken and
carried out to sea. The romainder of it fell on tho
bridge, and in my fall, from o height of about thirty
foet, I was nearly orushed to death by a numbor of
follow-passengors” falling' apon me. I could hardl
breathe ; my chost was resting on an iron bar, and
thought the weight I bore would brealk all my bones.
At last, luekily for myself, a rolling wave swept tho
deck, carried away all those who wore on me, and left
mo alone. T held & chuiu in my hands, and the shock
of a gocond wave weg 8o violont that it dragged me the
fall length of the deck, tho chain slipping in my
benumbed hands.We wereonly six lefton the deck, each
clinging to some solid object, so as not to be washed
away by the gigantic waves. We heard on all sides tho
cries of the drowning, without being able to lend them
any assistance. ,

Here I must tell you of & miracle, tho thought of
which makes my heart beat quickor, such is the
gratitude T feol towards good St. Annc. Yes, it is in-



