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The Life and Times of Wir.L1am Lavup, D. D. and Arch-

" bishop of Cahterbury. ByJohn P.Lawson, M. A.pubd
lished in 1829\ : :
e Continued.

- But'to return :—Laud had his faults doubtless; but he
s on.the whole a great and a good man. It has been
well remarked in Grant’s Sumunary of the History of thg
English Church, vol. II. 232—¢ A ‘man’s private journal is
Awindow tohis sout. Laud kept & diary, and according
to the most entertaining of all writers, that mancannot be
ab“dregulator of his affairs, who casts up his receipts and
®Xpenses every night ; and a soul either is, or sdeks to be,
£00d, which enters inte a scrutiny of her actions.” The
8ros8 injustice done to Liaud appears in nothing more no-
Yorioyy, than, first, in the utter impossibility, on the part

his enemies, in the space of two years and a half; to
find out evidense to prove their accusation ef his endea-
Vouring to introduce popery and arbitrary government ;
and ﬁecundly, inthe eagerness with which they seized up-
on hijg papérs prepared for his defence, his diary, bpok, of
Private devotion, &c. &c.: thirdly, in the commitling the
*Xecution of this .order to. his most inveterate enemy,
illiam Paynne ; and, fourthly, in abetting the malice of
this most wild and: fanatical Zéalot, who_actually employ-
& such of the Archbishop’s private papers as might seem’
1q be rendered prejudicial to him,—suppressed those that
might be advaniageous {o bim,—published many for the
sake of exciting and keeping alive public prejudice against
him,—embezzled some and garbled the whole, soas to
§ive the colour of his own malice to that which was not
only innocent but praiseworthy. While the persecuted
p"i‘mate’s courage and confidence in the hour of death,—
ac‘“"’age which was modest, and a confidence which was

“wristian, free from every lincture of presumption and
“Mhusiasm,—-must be considered in the judgment of every
Mpartia] person, as marking a conscience perfectly at
ase,a¢ peace with God and man : and will compel every

®eling mind to concur in the hope which he expressed on

®Scaffold—« that his cause in heaven will look of ano-

- T dye than (he colour that is put upon it here.” Hewho
fn Sober seriousness, appeals with christian confidence,
o™ the judgment of fallible men Lo the tribunal of Al-
Mighty God, and who in the habitual prospect of that tri-

"nal, b5 46 constant commuaion with heaven, may still

'd.ve fauits ; but they will never iz in any moral respect,
Elievgyg faults: andif he shall indeed pay the debt of na-

re by aviolent death, it will be much more true, and;
w‘:ref"re much more philosophical to conclude that he

. * €onducted to the scaffold by his virtues than by his

they formed the constant current of his thoughts, andthe cause. The spiritual ascendancy of the see of Rome was
uniform guide of his conduct; and yet this venerable thus hopelessly crushed, and an impetus given to the pub-
christian prelate is libelled with extreme violence by a lic mind, which was in danger of proceeding in its heedless
late biographer of Milton, himself a clergyman® of the'career tothe opposite extreme. In many parts of the
same chiurch, and a graduate of the same university, over]land the cry became general, that every vestige of the
each of which the proscribed primate most worthily pre- Romish Church,—every precept and practice which flow-
sided, and to each of which he was a bountiful benefactor.'ed from that source, whether in conformity with scripture
And yet ke is the common object of reproach and calum-for not, should be swept away ; and, what they calied a
ny among that large list of hereditary grumblers, who give purer fabric, erected onitsruins, These sentiments were
free currency and permanent credit to the malicious insin- ,entertained by the popular party, or those who mustered
uations and the envious falsehoods, which were forged by most numbeys, and exerted most influence over the opi-
the faction and credited by the fanaticism of that un}mppy‘.nions of the multitude ; and were grounded chiefly on
age, which involved the monarchy, the legislature, the those dogmas about predestination which were introduced
church, and universities of England, in one common ruin, )into the theology of the day by the celebrated Calvip.—

“ William Laud,” Mr Lawson informs us, “ wasborn The chief patrons of these doctrines at the university
on the 7th day of October, 1573, in the parish of St. Law—f were Lawrence Humphrey, senior professor of Divinity,
rence, Realding, a town of considerable importance in jand John Reynolds, president of Corpus Christi,
Berkshire, pleasantly situated on the river Kennet, and| The party which opposed that just described were very
famous for its magnificent Abbey, now in ruins, fou‘ndedl powerful at Court ; -because the sentiments which they
by Heary I. in 1126, and dedicated to St.James tho Apos- entertained of Church government, and on subjects con.
tle. He was the ouly sen of William Laud, by profession netted with general politics, and the immediate govern.
& clothier, and Lucy Webb, sister to Sir William Webb, ment of the nation, were generally favourahle to the ex-
of the same county, of an ancient and respectable family, tention and full exertion of the royal authority. They
who filled the office of L.ord Mayor of London, 1591.” ‘engaged heartily in the protestant cause ; but from mo-

It wouldbe inconsistent with the short sketch of this emi. tives of prudence and consideration, did not join in the
neanrelate’s life which our Iimits compel u's tc give, to‘geneml cry against all church government and discipline,
follow the able author before us in every particular which because those of Rome happened 1o be corrupt. Their
he relates concerning the position of piarties and tlie line ‘general aim appears to have arisen from a desire to retajn
of policy which the Archbishop pursued. We must rest'all that was ugefufi

tand solid of the old superstructure ; to
e
cortent with noticing the date and the nature of bis seve-;lake away its tinselied ornaments and its gaudy appear-
ral gradations from the time he entered the Grammar

ance—lo renovate, purify, invigorate, the whole edifice $

School, until he assumed the Archi-episcopal mitre ; and to render it an efficient and strong member of the state,
accompanying the detail with such passing remarks as lhe'It was their object to stem, if possible, the torrent of
subject seems to demand, and concluding with a short re- popular clamour, regardless alike of its threats or its p;iw-
view of the manner in which he performed the arduous'er’ and to fix the goodly edifice of the English Church up-
duties, occasionally attached to that exalted station. on the sure foundation of the Law, the Prophets, and
He was educated at the free Grammar School of Read- Aposties. Hence arose the origin of that bitter enmity
ing, his native place; and was admitted a commoner ofland party spirit, which not only caused the overthrow of
St. John’s College Oxford in July 1589. He was eleva- the establishment, but involved the nation in civil strife,
ted 10 a scholarship in 1590, and to a fellowship in 15035 w1 oqe consequences were felt for many a day, not only by

though he did not take his degree till 1594. He proceed- individuals immediately interested, but by every subject
ed master of arts inJuly 1598, and was grammar re“de",wi(hin the realm.

- . N . i
th?; year. H? was]adm.ltt]e((;iolln tg d';;:og,:uosde;.l;;‘] 000; Between these two contending factions, Laud took a
and into priest’s orders in s Y & _enop o imiddlecourse. Whilst principle deterred him from taking
Rochester. He does not appear, on his promotion 1o the| S
priesthood, to have had any spiritual charge. He remain-

ipart with the violent amongst those who were calumnia-

i .
ed within the walls of his college, devoting his active andited as P?pls‘s’ y comn.mendable sense of prudence pre-
‘vented him from espousing the cause of those, who plead-
jed for Calvinistic doctrines, and a new form of church go-
ivernment.  His studics in divinity were firmly founded
on the Holy scriptures, according to the glosses of the
ancient fathers; for which he had the countenance and

energetic mind to pursuits of literature and theology, and:
preparing himsell by every means in his hower for the
prominent part which he afterwards took in the measures
of the nation.

At this period, the University of Oxford seems to have

¥ .

leeg and that his condition is much more enviahle,when
“s. ®nduring the last stroke of popular injustice,than tlmtl‘
"' persecutors at (he time, or than that of their apolo-

!
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. Stsin after times.
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» and published, 1695, by Henry Wharton, under!
€ litle of « gy, History of the troubles and tryal of the

Tost Rer. §e. William Laud, &c.” furnishes irrefragable
Proof thath
B “ﬂpaoi‘t
Slances to
‘0 leaq hin

¥; and that he subjected himself in all circum-
such consideration as was much more likely
Dail 1rigat than wrongupon the whole. Be’esidcs,ylis
hig ,y office of a Christian published in 1688, including
ang li‘)leech on the scaffold, exhibits at once the language

© Practice, and the prospects of ihe christian life, as

24

Laud’s diary, which was Lappily re-;

iThe divines of the day seem to have put forth great zea).
e mneant in all things to do right to the best of fand much energy of purpose in eradicating from the minds

direction of a canon made in convocation in 1571, by
which it was declared, that, in interpreting the Seriptures,
no other doctrines were to be raised from them than what
had been collected thence, from the ancient fathers, and
other godly Bishops of primitive times. IHere then we
shall leave Laud at present, quietly pursuing his studies
at the university ; and will take the earliest convenient
opportunity of resuming the subject of this article.
CRITO.

heen distracted by polemical discussions and controver-
sies, which were conducted in any spirit but that of the
Gospel. The reformation had taken place some time
previously, and many errors and abuses, introduced and
countenanced by the Church of Rome, had been entirely
abolished, Loth in the universities and Church of England.!

of the people, every degree of veneration or respect for
the prescription of the Roman Missal and the (Ingmatisml
of the Roman priesthoo. Their success was what might;
jhave been anticipated from the operation of so mighty a.
e

! *The Rev. Dr. Charles Symmons.
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Crrist has reconciled God to us, and I,
reconcile us to God.

Gop will give us nothing for our own sake, but he will
deny us nothing for Christ’s sake.

e would now




