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THE MILITANT ATTITUDE 0F THE F"RENCH CLERGY.
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TaE mi.itant attitude o! the loin ii Catholie clerg,- of Frane froin the
very outset of the D)reyfus agitation iay lie followed lîy far-reacliog conse-
quiee; Not since the clerical encriachînents w liah led to tie cou p (Io <'tat
of M.,y 10, 1877, have the Frenchi clergy tatken such "ient part in etive
poluies. It will lie remembered tlîat thec Seize Mai 'drove evFii Lberal
iepublicans iito a persecutiiîg moud that led to the laicizing programmes uf
Paul Bert and Jules Ferry, resultiiîg ln Uie disîersal of the religions conîgre-
gations ini 1880 it was then ýhaL Giambetta, as Presideiît of the Chaniber.
denounced clericalism as the enemày, and thureby cuiîsolidated tie strength
of the republie and made it impregnable. Are rejîrisals more drastie tmami
thGse tlîat followed Uie clerical conspiracy of the - Seize Mai'' about to be
repeated ?

M. Jonnart, the iniflitential Depiîty froin the P>as dii Calais, a Moderate
Conservative Repulican and a Liberal Catholic, wlio oeci.pied the portfolio
of Minister of Pabllic Works in the Casimir-Perier MiniA~ry in 1893, has
writteî a rcînarkable letter to M. Cornely, iii whichi lic points out that the
D)rey'fus affaîr has been utilized by the Cîcricals and monarchists sulely as a
îîretext for inaking a desperate onslatught on the republic anîd ujiof ail] lierai
institutiunsand ideas. MI. Jonnart's wordsiare iidorsed liv the I"'ifiaroi, the'Juj,
the 11atin, tie Sic<h', the 2 urore, and by ail the niewsplapers that had the
courage or honesty to espouse the cause of truth and justice. Clear-headed
conservative Catliolica like M. Hebrard, the Editor of the 7iipls M. l)e Lod-
ays, Editor of the Fiiýyaro ;M. Cornely and M. Jonnart, do flot hesitate to dle-
clare tîjat the open hostility of the French clergy towards the republic is such
tlîat tlîeY fear flot only that there will lie anti-cierical i eprisals, but when
these reprisais once begin they will become su i'indictive that nu one can say
w-herc they will end. The Radical and Socialist press already demnands th;-
expulsion of the Jesiit and al] the religioum cungregations. The clericals
i.tterly ignore the encyclical which Leo XIII recently addrcssed to the French
bishîî1 s enjoining them in niild aca 1eînic language to use their influence to
restraiîî Uic partisan zeal of the lower clergy. This encyclical is very dif-
ferent fromn the forcible one of February 16, 1892, in which the Polie so
clearly indicated to French Catholics that it was tlieir Iîounden dutv to accept
the reîîuhlic as the firmly establislied forrn of government. Both of thes
Papal admonitions are unheeded, and the clerical organs, more violent than
ever, insist that in order to lic a good Catholic one must flrst of ail lie an

anti- Dreyfusard."
The trend of opinion is that an uncouîpronîising issue is being framed le-

tween the Gallican clcrgy and the reîîublic. A glance at the attitude o! the
Romar <'atho]ce Church in France o'îiring the Dreyfus agitation mav% lie of
intereF' in view of coming- evýents, During the last five years the religiotit-


