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The Dalmatian Insect Powder. those parts where flics are congregated, will stupefy and kill them
within a very short time. The poivder is somewhat pungent, and
to breathe an atmuosphere charged with it wîll frequently cause a

The ryrefhrums are hardy planta 'vhich bloom abundantly tlhe, sliglit sneezing, but beyond this the operator need not anticipate
second year fruni secd. The powder is prepared fron the half- any annoyance. Frequently during the past summer, when flies
opened flowers gathered during dry wealher and dried in the have beea troublesome, we bave pretty thoroughly charged the
shado unde- covPr, but the process of gathering, drying and prepar- air in our dining-room and kitchen at night, closing the doors,
ing involves so nuch time that their culture eau only ba -nade and in the rnorning found all, or uearly all, the flies lying dead
profitable where labot is cheap. on the floors. A few minutes after its use they begin to drop on

Insect povders have not attracted general attention as insec- their backs, and after a very shbrt time die; if a room be closed
ticides until within the last three or four years, durimg which tme for half an hour after using the powder, few, if any, will escape.
they have been introduced in various forms in packages and By sonie this enrgetic action has been attr'buted to the presence
boxes, accompanied by suitable blowers or insect guns for the or a volatilo oil in the flowers, by other and later investigators, te
purpose of properly distributing the powder, aud reconnended a particular crystalline principle believed te be an alkaloid , but
for the destructîon of flics, cockroaches, tieas, bugs, &c. Some. thfB point does not as yet sceem to bo fully settled.
tiines these prepared articles have been artificially colo-ed so rs More recently we bave bean experimenting with this powder
to disguise their source, L'it all have owed their activity solely to on the green Aphis which troubles our green-house plants. The
the presence of the powdered flowers of one or other of these usual plan of smoking with tobacco is an unpleasaut renedy, and
Pyreth-uges. is also very injurious to mnany plants of delicate constitution,

House flies are very sensitive to the effects of these powders. whereas -t maeet poweer used to any extentis pertfetly harmIeas
A few puffs of the dust fromn an inseet gunî, blown into the air of to plant life. After freeiy charging the air of a green.house with
a room with the doors closed, the discharges directed towards , the powder, blowing it in fine elouds of dust among the plants,
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ROSSIE, Ayrshire heifer, imported by John L. Gibb, Compton, P. Q., Canada.

the tiny tormentors who are butily engaged in st.cking the life more of themr were lying on theiï backs or crawling sluggishly
of the leaves and tender shoots, soon manifest symptoms of un- aboLt. In the course of half an hour some four or five hundred
easmess and begmn to drop from the plants to the ground, and in lad fallen on the paper, and when the plant was examined again
the course of au hour or two the larger portion of the eneny's the following morning, there renained but very few on it, and
forces will be found lying sprawling on the earth in the pots or on most of these were removed by a slight syringing. We ha.e hd
the shelves and floor of the bouse, where, probably partly fron the powder used in greei-houses by somie of our friends, who also
their natural inability te find their way to any given point, they report its suceess. This matter is well worth the attention of all
fait to reach the plants again and hence perish. By applyîng the those who indulge in window gardering or who grow plants in
powder freely in the evening and giving the plants a thorough small conservatories attached to dwellings, since if this proves an
syriging in the morning, they may in thi worst cases be almost efficient and econiomical substitute for tabacco smoke, it will Save
freed from Aphides by a single application; it is better, however, much annoyance and some losa. Success will necessarily depend
to repeat its use the next evening, so as to malçe sure work. The on the quality of the material used, but after the experiments we
pnwder does not appear to kill this Aphis as it does the fli-,. For have tried. we feel confident that with good Dalmatian powder
the purpose of testing this poiut we placed a number of them in there need be no failure. It will be interesting te leara as oppor-
an open glass cell of a microscope slide and powdered them tunit offers how moths and other insects are affected b- these
thoroughly, and found some of them alive after two days of such powders. If the beautiful specimens which sometimes fy into
severe exposure to its influence. Raving recen-ly found a plant our rooms at night eau be drugged in this way and captured
literally swarming with the green Aphis, so that the sight of it without a struggle, we may add many a perfect specimen te our
t:as abnost disgusting, WC submitted it to the action of this powder c2lections whiclh w,.ld otherwise be more or lesu defaced.
one afternoon, havig previously spread a large piece of whito There is quite a field for experment here.
paper under the plant, so that the effect of the powder on the * The Canadian Entomologist.
mnsects iniglit be distinctly een. Almîost inmediately they began We can send good Dalmatian Insect Powder by mail to
to fall on the paper, and in lcss than ton minutes a hundred or our corrospondants for ton cents per oz, positage prepaid.


