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NORETHERN MESSENGER.

=

SCHOLARS NOTES.

(From the Inthal Lessons for 1881, by REdwin
W. Rice, as tissued by American . Sunday-School
Union.)

LESSON VIIL
[About 28 A, D.

PARABLES ON PRAYER.
Luke 18: 1-14.

MAy 22.]

CoMmmIT TO MEMORY VS, 11-14

1. And he spake a parable unto them to this
entl, that men ought always to pray, and not to
faint: y

2. Saying, There was in a city a judge, which
feared not God, neither regarded man :

3. Andthere was a widow in that city ; and she
came unto him, saying, Avenge me of my adver-
sary.

4. And he would not for a while : but afterward
he sald within himself, Though 1 fear not God,
nor regard men :

5. Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will
avenge her, lest by her continual coming she
weary me.

6. And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust
judge saith. &

7. And shall not God avenge his own elect,
which cry day and night unto him, though he
bear long with them ?

8. 1 tell you that he will avenge them speedily,
Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh,
shall he find faith on the earth ?

9. Andhe spake this parable unto certain which
trusted in themselves that they were righteous
and despised others: « :

10. Two men went up into the temple to pray;
the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.

11. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with
himself : God, 1 thank thee, that I am Dot as
other men are, extortionérs; unjust, adulterers,
or even as this publican.

12. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all
that I possess.

18. And the publican, standing afar off, would
not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but
smote upon his breast, saying,God be merciful to
mea sinner.

14. I tell you, this man went down to his house
Jjustified rather than the other: for every one
that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he
that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

R SRR Bt T
GOLDEN TEXT.
Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and | ..

ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be open-
ed unto you.—LUKE 11:9.
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CENTRAL TRUTH.
The Lord hears the cry of the humble.

* ¥

CoNNECTION.—The preceding chapter from v.
22 to the end gives the discourses on the second
coming of Christ.. The Master warns them that
at that time many would be given over to sin-
ning as at the deluge.

To THE SCHOLAR.—The ‘lesson contains two
parables, the unjust judge, and the Pharisee and
the pubhcan. he first inculeates the lesson of
importunity in prayer; the second of sincerity
and the true spirit of prayer. ¢ Asthe widow,”
says Dr. Arnof, “by her unremitting cry obtain-
ed her desire from the judge, God’s own redeem-
ed children will obtain from their Father in
heaven all that they need, if they ask it eagerly,
persistently, unwearyingly.”

NOTES.—JUDGE, this office was at first execu-
ted by the head of the tribe or king. Moses per-
formed the functions of the office, Kxod. 18 14,
Solomon, 1 Kings 3 : 16-28, ete. At Jethro’s sug-
gestion Moses appointed judges, Ex. 18 : 14-24,
which were subsequently multiplied, so that
every city had its judges who adjudicated cases
at its gates, Deut 16: I8, Fifteen rulers of Israel
are known by the special term of Judges, and
when the people asked Samuel for a King it was
for one ‘1o judge” them, 1 Sam. 8:5,20. Moral
fitness was a prime requisite in a judge. They
were to be “ men of iruth, hating covetousness,”
Ex. 18 : 21, fearless of man, and ‘“ righteous” offi-
cers, Deut. 1: 16, 17.—S0N OF MAN, a title of our
Lord which he uses exclusively of himself in the
Gospels. 1t is also referring to him in Dan, 7: 13,
and three times in the New Testament, Acts7 :
56; Rev. 1:13; 14:14. The designation has allu-
sion to our Lord’s humiliation and poverty, Matt.
8: 20, as also to the perfect manhood embodied in
himself, Mark 8:38.

EXPLANATIONS.

LEssoN Torros. — (I.) PERSISTENT PRAYER,
I1). Taug FORMALIST'S PRAYER. ([lI,) THE
ENITENT' S PRAYER.

I. PERSISTENT PRAYER. — (1-8,) UNTO
THEM, the digciples more particularly ; To THIS
END, * the parable has its kKey hanglng at the
door.”—Henry. I8 design is indicated at the be-
ginning : ALWAYSTO PRAY, unwearied supplica-
tion ; NOT TO FAINT, the danger is from little
faith which easily becomes discouraged ;
NEITHER REGARDED MAN, had no proper re-
sFect as an officer of the law for any person’s
rights ; AVENGE ME, ETC.,, she wanted him to
judge her difficulty and to punish the offender
FIND FAITH,many become faint and do not, per-
sist in thelr faith like the widow, “in the last
days” scoffers will say, “ where is the promise of
his coming,”2 Pet. 3 : 4. Of such beware.

1. THE FORMALIST'S PRAYER. — (9-12.)
DESPISED OTHERS, self-satisfied and proud ;
WENT UP, the temple was on an elevation ;
STOOD, implies a conspicuons position, probably
“to be scen of men,” Matt. 6: 5. Matthew Henry
quaintly says, *‘ The Pharisee came to the tem-
‘ple upon a compliment, the ﬁ)ubllcan upon busi-
ness; the Pharisee to make his appearance, the
publican to make his request”; I THANK THEE,
a boast. He made it his business Lo tell God how

0od he was ; [ AM NOT, ETC,, he did not look at

limself in the mirror of the Law and God’s re-
quirements.

III. THE PENITENT'S PRAYER.—(18, 14.)
AFAR OFF, not at a distance from the Pharisee
but from the sanctuary. The temple was holy,
and by theremote position which he took he
showed a sense of his own unworthiness ; SMOTE,
gesture of 8Orrow.

APPLICATIONS SUGGESTED BY THE LESSON :

(. ) In whose name should we pray ? John 16:
23. (2.) Is urgent prayer acceptable to God?
Luke 11 :8. (3.) Have we any goodness 0 boast
of? Rom.38:27;7:18. (4.) Which is of more
value, the form or spirit, of religion? Joel 2: 13.
(5.) How does God show his great mercy to the
sinner ? Rom.5:8.

ILLUSTRATION.—Need of importunity. Hasi-
ness of desire is a great enemy to the success of
agood man’s prayers. It must be an intent, busy,
operative prayer. For consider what a high in-
decency it is, that a man should speak to God
for a thing that he values not ! Our prayers up-
braid our spirits when we beg tamely for those
things for which we ought to die, which are
more precious than imperial sceptres, richer
than the spoils of the sea, or the treasures of In-
dian hills,—Jeremy Taylor.

Prompted by the Spirit,

R epeats God’s promises,

A cknowledges His mercy and grace,
Yields not to doubt,

Entreatg pardon, purity and peace,
IR elying wholly on Jesus.

LESSON IX.
MAY 29.} [About 28 A.D.

PARABLE OF THE POUNDS.
2 ' Luke 19: 11-27.
CoMMIT TO MEMORY V8. 26, 28.

11. And as they heard these things, he added
and spake a parable, because hehwas nigh to
Jerusalem, and because they thought that the
kingdom of Gtod should immediately appear.

12. He said therefore, A certain nobleman
went into a farjeountry to receive for himself a
kingdom, and (o return.

13. And he called his ten servants, and deliver-
ed them ten pounds, and said unto them,Occupy
till I come.

14. But his citizens hated him, and sent a mes-
sage after him, saying, We will not have this
maa to reign over us.

15. And it came to pass, that when he was re-
turned, having reeeived the Kingdom, then he
commanded these servants to be called unto
him, to whom he had ;‘;iven the money, that he
might know how much every man had gained
by trading.

16, Then came the first,saying,Lord,thy pound
hath gained ten pounds.

17. And he said unto him, Well, thou good ser-
vant : because thou hast been faithful in a very
little, have thou autherity over ten cities.

18. And the second came, saying, Lord, thy
pound hath gained five pounds.

19. And hesaid likewise to him, Be thou also
over five cities.

20, And another came, saying, Lord, behold,
here is thy pound, which I have kept laid up ina
napkin : : .

‘91. For [ feared thee, because thou art an
austere man : thou takest up that thou layedst
not down, and reapest that thoudidst not sow.

22, And he saith unto him, Out of thine own
mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked servant
Thou knewest that 1 was an austere man, tak-
ing up that I laid not down, and reaping that 1
did not sow :

23. Wherefore then gavest not thoumy money
into the bank, that at my coming I might have
required mine own with usury ?

24. And he said unto them that stood by, Take
from him the pound, and give it to him (hat
hath ten pounds.

25. (And they said unto him,Lord, he hath ten
pounds.)

26. For I say unto you, That unto every one
which hath shall be given ; and from himgthat
hath not, even thathe hath shall be taken away
from him.

27. But those mine enemies, which would nob
that I should reign over them, bring hither, and
slay them before me.
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GOLDEN TEXT.

So then every one of us shall give ac-
count of himself to God.—Rom. 14 :12.
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CENTRAL TRUTH.

Kvery one of us must give an account
to God. >

R e s o e *

TorHE SCHOLAR, The parable was designed
to answer the expectations of the Jews, who were
looking for a visible manifestation of his king-
dom, with Jerusalem as the capital. The story
ofthe nobleman going off to get his kingdomn,
and returning again in power, was a representa~
tion familiar to his hearers.

EXPLANATIONS.

LESSON Torrcs.—(1.) ENTRUSTEE GriTs. (L1.)
FAITHRUL T0 THE TrRUST, ([11,) UNFAITHFUL
TO THE TRUST,

1. ENTRUSTED GIFTS.—(11-14.) IMMEDIATE-
LY APPEAR, it was expected that Christ would
found a visible kingdom ; FAR COUNTRY, his de-
parture to the glory of the Father ; TEN POUNDS,
ming, see Bible Helps; occupy, do business
therewitb.

11, FAITHFUL TO THE TRUST.—(15-19.) RE-
CELVED THE KINGDOM, man’s opposidon cannot
overthrow God’s plan that Jesus should rule
«king of kings and Lord of lords”; FAITHFUL,
God does not demand sneecess, butonly that we
gshould do aceording to our ability ; THY POUND,
our talents we only hold in trust; they are uo‘

our own, they are God’s.

III. UNFAITHFUL TO THE TRUST.—(20-27.)
KEPT LAID UP, many neglect their Christian
privileges. His was a sin of omission but never-
theless a gin, James4 : 17; AUSTERE, hard; ouT
OF THINE OWN MOUTH, by thine own statement,
spoken ironically ; USURY, interest; SLAY THEM,
a strong expression for the severity of Christ’s
retributive justice. “ Whosoever will not be
ruled by the grace of Christ, will inevitably be
ruined by the wrath of Christ.”—Henry.

APPLICATIONS SUGGRSTED BY THE LESSON:
—(1.) Why was it necessary for Jesus to go
away? Johnl4:3;16:7. (2.) What should be
our attitude towards his coming ? Luke 12: 35,
36. (8.) How much are we expected to do with
our talents ? Mark 14: 8. (4.) What will be the
reward of faithfulness? Rev. 2:10. (5.) What
will be the punishment of Christ’s enemies ?
Phil.3 : 19.

THE INFLUENCE OF SUNLIGHT.

Sir David Brewster has justly called sun-
light “the very life-blood of Nature.” The
ancients worshipped the sun as Apollo, and
made him also god of the healing art. They
had their sunny terraces on the tops of their
dwellings, where they could bask and bathe
in the healthful, life-giving sunshine. The
pathological importance of this agent is ad-
mitted, theoretically, by all inteiligent per-
sons. There are, indeed, ignorant people
who make their homes as dark as their minds,
who love darkness rather than light, because
the admission of light mto either their brains
or their dwellings would reveal much of
rubbish and dict. But] people are getting
more correct views, and begin to welcome
light of all kinds as a gift of God, who s the
Father of lights.

The dynamic value of sunshine is em-
Fhasized by the Italian proverb, “Where
ight is not permitted to go, the doctor will
have to go.” The stimulus of light is indis-

ensable to the proper oxygenation of human
blood, and so to vigor of health, as it is to
the germinal life of the vegetable, or the
development of animal spawn. The trans-
formation of the tadpole, which Dr. Ham-
mond accomplished in fifteen days in sunlight
would not be completed in darkness in one
hundred and twenty-five days. Various
animals, from the rabbit to the cow, have
developed tubercles, simply by depriving
them of sunlight. Dr. Kane, the Arctic
explorer, tells with what anxiety hé and his
ghastly company watched for its return to
bring, as he said, its “Dlessed medicine”* to
those pale and wasted sufferers. Cretinism,
atrophy of the limbs, and other diseases, are
common where God’s healing sunshine is
shut out.

The imperial surgeon of the Russian ser-
vice, Sir James Wilie, at St. Petersburg,
says that there were three times asmany
cases of sickness on the shaded side of the
wilitary barracks as on the sunny side,though
the air, food and discipline were the same.
Florence Nightingale, {Saron Dapuytres, and
other eminent authorities, join their testi-
mony to the influence of this potent agent
in healing the sick, as well as in preserving
the health of the well. Pure air and exer-
cise are invaluable, but, as Dr. Willard said
before onr Legislature, “The triad is insep-
arable. The absence of sunlight will originate
disease.”—HExchange.

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS IN
UNITED STATES.

Our subscribers throughout the United
Stateswho cannot procure the International
Post Office orders at their Post Office, can
get instead 'a Post Office order, payable at
Rouse’s Point, N.Y., which will prevent
much inconvenience both to ourselves and
subscribers.

Wi Wourb RecoMMEND to the attention
of readers of the MESSENGER, the WEERLY
WirNEss, a newspaper which i3 generally
commended for the quantity and value of
its contents all over this Continent, Tts
price is but $1.10a year, whilesubscribers to
it have the opportunity of obtaining the
beautiful picture of “Christ Leaving the
Praetorium ”’ for 25 cents additional. It has
special departments ‘devoted to Agriculture,
Veterinary, Legal and other subjects, and is
just such a paper asshould be in every family.

Torar, ApstiNeNciand ToBacco PLEDGE
cards will be sent to any address in Canada
for $3.00 a hundred. A sample sent on ap-
plication to John Dougall & Son, Mont-

real, Q.

WANTED

NOTICE. 4
Subscribers to this paper will find the
date their subscription terminates printed
after the name. Those whose subscriptions
expire ab the end of the present month will
please have the remittances mailed in time
—

Tir CLue Rares for the ¢ MESSENGER,”
when sent to one address, are as follows :—
1 copy, 30c ; 10 copies, $2.50 ; 25 copies, $6 ;
50 copies, $11.50; 100 copies, $22 ; 1,000
copies, $200. JoHN DoveALL & Sown, Pub-
lishers, Montreal,

MontrEAL Datny Winness $3.00 a year,
post-paid.
MontrEAL WEEKLY Wrrness, $1.10 a
year, post-paid.
: JouN DougALL & SON,
Publishers, Montreal, Q.

SPECIAL PRIZE LIST.

There will be no doubt a great desireon the
part of the public to receive the Revised Ver-
sion of the New Testament, and, to give our
prize workers an opportunity of receiving it,we
nave made arrangements whercby we can offer
it as a prize to great advantage. 3

This edition is not advertised to be ready to
be issued till the 15th of May, and on account
of the very great demand there may be delays
in its delivery, and we, therefore, only guarantee
to deliver the Testaments to those who gain
Lh;%mdin the order in which the names are re-
ceived.

REVISED VERSION OF THE NEW TESTA-
MENT—OXFORD EDITION.

Nonpariel 32mo. Edition.

Cloth Flush, Red Edges, price 30c, for ONE
new subscriber to the WEEKLY WITNESS at
$1.10, or FIVE new subscribers to the NORTH-
ERN MESSENGER at 30 cents. 2

Turkey Moroeeo Limp, price $1.50, for FIVE
new subscribers to the WEEKLY WITNESS at
$1.10 each.

Turkey Morocco Circuit, price $2, for SEVEN
new subscribers to the WEEKLY WITNESS at
$L10each.

Brevier 16mo. Edition.

Cloth Boards,Red Edges, price 75¢, for THRER
new subscribers to the WEEKLY WITNESS at

“$1.10 each,

Turkey Morocco Circuit, price $3, for TEN
new subsecribers to the WEEKLY WITNESS at
$1,10.

Long Primer Crown Svo. Edition.

Cloth Boards, Red KEdges, price $1.35, for
FOUR new subscribers to the WEEKLY Wit-
NESS at $1.10. ;

Turkey Morocco Circuit, price $4.25, tor
FOURTIEEN new subscribers to the WEEKLY
WITNESS at $1.10,

Pica Demy Svo. Edition.

Cloth, Bevelled, Red Edges, price $2.40, for
ELGHT new subscribers to the WEEKLY wit-
NESS at $L.10,

Pica Royal Svo. Edition.

Cloth, Bevelled, Red Edges, price $4.50, for
FINTEEN new subscribers to the WEEKLY
WITNESS at $1.10.

In these and all our prize schemes it must be
understood that any person who sends in his
own subsgeription i§ not entitled to the prize,
but it must be sent in by some one who has
worked to get the prize:

By NKW subscribers are meant those who
do not take the paper and in whose nousehold
it is not taken.

1f any person subgeribing for the W{TNESS
desires a copy of our Premium Picture, CHRIST
LEAVING THE PRAETORIUM, he must pay 25¢ in
addition to the $1.10, or $1.35 in all.

JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
Proprietors.

in every township
for our new  book,
“ Unele Tom’s Story of His Life,’ the herf) of
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, only $1.20, Circulars
giving full particulars on application.

SOHUYLER, SMITH & 00., London, Ont.

EPPS’S COCOA.
GRATEFUL AMOMFOBTIHG.

By thorougth KnowiSORl, 2L RO |
aws Whi reful application of
and nutrition, and by & caixe J
the fine prpopt‘allibiss gﬁ;ﬁ’#&?;ﬁg%i{ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁig
aciicately Aavored beveriks Wty SRAY, o
i l
oy use of siich articles, B A Cerong
fution may beé gradually tu Y p until strong
O 10 Tesist every tendency to disease,
fTundreds of subtle maladies are floating
around us ready to attack wherever there is a
wealk point. e may escape many a fatal shaft
by keeping ourselves well fortified with pure
blood and a properly nourished frame.”—Cipil
Service Gazette—Sold only in Packets labelled—
W JAMES KPPS & C0., Homaepathic Chemists
pondon, Eng %—Also makers of Kpps’s Choco-
Jate Essence for afternoon use,
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