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Bi-complinnco with thom.

fout.-Colonel Fletchor,
B Militnry District No. b, and especially to tho oxcollont &
1 the truly loyal and willin
"he fnrm-y In alluston to f)
1arks thotre aro vacancjos for two ficld oftitcers.

B brigade is suMelent. Ilo
roview in presenco of I
R lor Royal

Bthe Amcrienan battalion from Brooklyn.

i

BB formation to resist the tmpetuous attack

only

Bcoss o few _months laer
[ Lora

‘Blund, by Lleut.-Genern
B ndt

Bco of ot enemy
BB forces to tho b \
Lind and tho charncter and power of the enemy In his rront.
B cui.-Colonel Iarwood, Milita
R account of the generally satis
[ command.

Bittan of o now company, and havin

goncral principles must gutde him to di

ity Battalion,

BE during the training, and reports welt of them.

fited 0 report distinguished LY many thoughtful and
h! ruggestions.

@ much appreclated, &3 afterwards duly recorded in
TR,

o anen at annual drill. He very properly calls attention to

Eccesiity for w kepnrate district-armorer. By the present slow

sy it will be nearly five years before tho arms huave been gone

M u‘:h. aud this roquires prompt attentlon and remedy. Hores
ULy

Bors and sergeants—a want so gonerally felt and so frequently
iRcsted in provious roports.
[@c Gith Battallon, of Hulliax, has this yenr been honored by
Ritic of ¢ Princess Loutse,” huving had tho distinguished good
&ino to furnish the guard of honor on the landing of His Ex-
ncy and Hor Royal Highness in the Royal Naval Dockyard

n‘l fax, on their first gtepping on shore in British North
U

Q.
SR ut.-Colonel Osborne Smith, C.M.G., Military District No. 10,
B tobn, points out the necessity of incrensed forces, in consid-
" f the tnilux of foreign Jabor, in view of the large works
Milway construction now In progress. This 18 & very reason-
suggestion, ns oxporience has shown that this mmay, at any
B, Uea very dlsturbing cleinent. llis progress in organizing
Bited and infantry companies in the North-West Terrttorics
jbcen already futl. dwelt upon tn tho report. He gtates that
iction of the Government in extending the inllitia law to
& lerritories nnd Keewatin has been thoroughly appreeiated
SR vaticd of by the settlers as far us thelr you com)mmuvcly
8c nunbers” would admit. He looks u?on tho North-West
Bia spreading with thonewly formed settiements as erlculated
&M 44 lmmportant ggent in civilizing that vast territory, and
jEome a powerful 1ink In the chain of Dominion defences be-
BR: tho two greal gcenns.
Bpnel John IHamilton Gray, C.M.G., Military District No 12,
e Edward Island, glves a falr account of the militia. He re-
o the approvat of the Governor-Genorit] of tholir conduct and
prance during the visit of His Excellency and Her Royal
piess Inst sinmmer., 1f3 also refers to the totully defenceless
g8 of Charlotictown, «:th 10,000 inhabitants entircly at the
B of an armed privateer which could 1n 4 very fow hours levy
Jbutions and exact plunder to a ruinous extent. Hesuggests
W1y tho necevsity for some action belng taken to allay the
g rounded apprehensions or the inhabitants,

B concludey the district st veports, with the exception of
i, from British Columblia, not yot comeo to hund,owmg to theo
@itstance of Vancouver Isiand, but that forms the subject of
Rsveetal romnrks further on in this rc{)ort.

r(:forts from the commandants of the Royal Mtlitary Col-
Rnd the gunnery schools of A. and B. Butterier, havo not yet
fcd me, but they will be In the appendix, and are surc to do-
gattentive perusal,

Rurtillery Is referred to in detail from the various districts.
Frm contlnues to derlve great advantage from the gunnery
gls  Some of the garrlson batterices in the west, formerly de-
aalght be dlspensed with, having no guns. Threo now bat-
B have beon nuthorized to be raised 1n the City of Quebee and
B Levis, where thoy are 80 much needed to man the works of
i trielsz a}\u forts. Thoey havo the mneans of instruction at hand
: adel.
13 field batteries are In good working ordor. Fifteon are
With iron rified nino pounder guns, one with 24 pounder

peers, and the romainder with bronze smooth bore. They
elictent and generally commanded by nblcoflicers.
votry majntalns 1ts usual sorvieable roputation. The

g -uceneral’s body guard at tho Toronto review, under the
enced commond of Licut Colonel G. T. Denlson ; the Co-

make and quality. This 1s vory improper, and now that dress
Baintions have been supplled to ofticors, no oxcuse can oxist for

C.M.G., rofera at cunglderablo len t‘l‘\'
Y
leeablo throughout tho district in fuvor of the activo milltia,
disposition that provatls through.
e garrison brigado of artitiory he
Iamofopinion
Mt majors in artillory brigades aro superflous, ns captalnus of
Btorles would work their guns, and one tleld oflicer to command
1ves a notico to the Quron's Blrth.
4 Exculloncy the tigvernor general
Ighiness tho Princess Loulse, and to the presenco
It {8 o colncldonce
Bt the double echelon of quartes columns, desigaed to show a
y & barbarlan
Ititudo unsupported by cannon was adopted with complete
uson u largor scale on spavlons
holmsford at thn battlo of

commander cannot be restricted by fixed rules in thosp;g-
08O
cst advantogo, according to tho nnture o(l the

rry District No 0, glves a vory
actory stuto of the corps une r
Tl 8t. Hyucintho Battalion is now full by the
the Arthabaskavilie In-
:mdent Company attached to it. This corps is now tho 8ith

sut.-Colonel Duchesnay, Military District No. 7, drilled 2,000
Ho rofers to
Quebee lubor rtot in August last, and affords generous testl-
By Lo the conduet of the troops called out nnd several days kept
cr irms, by which aserlous flot was averted. The magistrates
Ric clty and banlteue of Quebee prasented them with an address,
Bowledging the valuable aid they had afforded the civil power.
K¥cut.-Colonol Maupsell, Military District No 8, has as usual
. PTitee
It embracesa variety of questions of milliary
B.cquence to the Dominton, and I can only invite n eareful
B «ul of its mattee, which 1t would be unfair to refer to by & nrere
Wch. Tho roception of His Excellency the Uovoernor General
BRILR H. tae Princess in the Provinee of New Brunswick, and
B prominont share tnken in 1he ceremontes by the militin are
. ‘The maasures adopted by Licut.-Colonel Maunsell on that
ston, aud (ho quiet and ordecly behnvior of the troo swoul\
renera

lonel Laurle, MilMtary District No. 9, rororts the tralning

0 10 tho neceasity for infantry sclioolx for instruction of

ofMcer commanded tho brigndo ; and the 8quadron 2nd Regiment
undor Major Elliott, showed to great advantage, while tho Mont-
ronl Troop undor Major Teos, and the Ottawa 'F'roop under Captain
Stewurt, vlicited approbation at tho Montrenl roview. The Ottawa
Troop has had the honour of being styled * The Princess Loutso **
Dragoon Guards, and thoe ofticiunt squadron at Quebee, undor
Liout.-Cotonel ¥orsyth, has beon granted the distinctive title of
s Tho Queon’s Own Canadlan Huassura " The saddlery, nrms and
equipments of the cavalry in general £ cach military district aro
reported complete and in good serviceable condition,

{Vlmn the brigado schools of instruction aro instituted nt Quo-
bee and Kingstou, the cavalry of the Dominlon will have the ad-
vantage of trained drill instructors, besides acquiring w knowledgo
of equitation aund horso management, which are necessary for
steadiness, npd to provent confusion in the ranks in rapld evolu-

tions. .
70 be continued.

Fatal Explosion of a Shell.

A COLONEL AND SERGEANT KILLED.

During the (Fracticu of the 1st Lanark Artillery st Irvine,
Scotland, the detachment told off to man the gun had pleced it
in position, and subsequently doubled to the rear, in readiness
for the words “prepare for action,” the sergeant-instructor
meanwhile preparing the shell. A number of shells were luid
out for usg, and Sergeant Kirker, knecling on his right kuee,
began to fix the fuse, making use of the wullet. ‘Fhe other
officers not in the detachment were standing promiscuously
about, when suddenly what is described a2 a loud rumbling
sound was heard, which completely stunned the wholo party.
When the smoke had sufficiently cleared away to make sur-
rounding objects discernable, the most conspicuous figure
observed was that of Major Mathieson, who, unlike the others
who were struck, was not knocked down, but had apparently
received severe injuries as his motions indicated excruciating
pain about the abdomen. He was about to fall, when Mr. A.
Parker contractor to the Association, caught him in his arms
and carried him into the store-room. Col. Kidston ran to the
assistance of Colonel Watson, who was lyiug on the ground
stunned ; and an eye-witness states that he saw Sergeant Kir-
ker's foot blown into the air in the direction of the Armstrong
gun,
®"On a search having been made the foot was found at the
place indicated. His boot was blown in another direction, and
struck an onlooker standing without the battery. His stock-
ings and part of his trousers were also stripped from his leg.
Shurtly before the sergeant's death, he, feeling his end approach-
ing, expressed o desire to make a communication to the officers.
A messenger was despatched to the hotel, and on their arrival
Kirker made a declaration to the effeet that he alone was res-
ponsible for the bursting of the shell, that no one was to blame
but himself and stated how the accident occurred,

From the first Colouel Watson showed that he was fully
aware of the serious nature of his injuries. When Colone]
Kidston ran to his assistance, he declared he was done for, and
some time afterward exclaimed—* I die for the good old First
Lanark ; but I wish it had been in action.” The Colonel,
although stretched in 8 helpless condition, seemed to think of
everybody but himself. He wes continually crying to the
med.cal men, * Look after s0 and s0,” and was among the last
to be carried off the field. Sergeant Kirker also displayed
great heroism. The doctor bandaged his leg with a lanyard,
and then Kirker desired him to attend to the others saying.
“ I will do now ; attend to some of these poor gentlemen.”
Kirker was an old soldier, in receiptof o gension carned after
twenty years service in the Crimean and Indian Mutiny cam.
paigns. He leaves a widow aud three of a family, the cldest,
about eighteen years, having lately joined the army. When
Kirker's watch was taken from his pocket a piece of the shell
was indented on the back of it, and it was stopped at 3.40 p.m.
This eircumstance is believed to have saved him from instanta-

ncous death by preventing the picce of shell from picrcing his

heart.  Before his death %(irkor stated to his nurse and a wit-

ness the curious cirgumstance that on the previous night he

dreamed that a sesious accident would happen at the battery.

On his nicee asking him why he went after such a dream, he

d 5quadron, under Lieut.-Colonel Boulton, swwho ag senior

replied,  Duty ; duty.”



