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Tt accordingly be&ﬁns by stating tho duties of Elders—that they shall have
the governmont and the discipling of the Church entrusted to them, anit shall
generally watch over its spiritunl interests, 1t next states the duties which aro
common to Elders and Deacons, the most important of which i, that they shall
deliberato and voto together in the Deacon’s Court, This is, wo approhend,
necessary, in order to render the governuient of tho Church homogencousin all
jta parts. To constitute two independent Courts in one congregati m would bo
an anomalons proceeding, and would at once violate that sacred principle of
Presbyterianism, namely, the subordination of Judicatories. By the plan pro-
posed this anomaly is avoided. The Session, with tho Deacons, meet for the
eonsideration of the sccular affairs of the Church—the judgment of the wholo
office-henrers is then obtained on the collection and distribuvion of the ecclesins-
tical goods, while the Deacons alone undertake tho entire administration thereof. |
Avy other s{stem than this will, we appichend, lead to inovitable confusion, or
. it will greatly paralyse tho Church's nctivity. The spiritual and the material
things of a Church are so interiaced with cach other that, practically, it is
impossible to scparate them with any clearness. They may be defined in s
general way, The one may be said to pertain to the Christian Life and the
olher to properly and moncy. Thero is, however, an intimate and inscparable
connertion between these two things in the Church, Tho Gloods are the pro-
duet of the Life, and ought to be administered so as to promote and enhanco
the Life. Tt is, therefory, cvident that the office of the administrator of the
Goods links itself on to that of the watchers over the Life. iither then,
according to Presbyterial rule, the inforior members of the body politic must be
subordinate to the superior, that is, tho Deacons to the Elders, or both must be
united into one Council, in which the spiritual and the sccular administrations
shall delibcrate and determine, while the Deacons shall over and above under-
take the executive, according to the judgment of the common assembly. The
_ wisdom of this plan will be seen in the case of those Churches in which there
are no Deacons, but which intrust the sccular affairs to a Committee 5 in such
the Elders, so far as the poor are concerned, must do the work which the
Word assigns to the Deacons. And further to remedy the defects of such a
system one of two things is constantly necessary : either, first, that Elders be
appointed on the Committee ; or, second, that the Committee do either formally
*or privately consult with the Eldership as to the discharge of their funetions.
Who does not know that in cases of seat-letting, in matters of contributions and
arrearages, and in matters of a secular kind involving church discipline, that
questions of diffieulty do constantly aris: in the administration of the ccclesias-
tieal gonds—questions, the determination of which does not belong to any
Committee. Besides, the appointment of Deacuns by the eleetion of the Church
and their solemn ordination, to office, ensures thai the men most fit and most
geceptable in the Church will be entrusted with the management of its property,
and wiil alo give the Deacon a status in the conscience of the commuuity,
ensuring for him a respect and defercnes in the discharge of his work which is
never pranted to any members of a Committec. o
If it bo objected that the appoiutment of Deacons for life is attended with
many inconveniences, we say that this is not necessary to the office. Many
Clmrehes appoint their Elders and Deacons only for a term of yems, At first,
in the Chureh of Scotland, both Elders and Deacons were appointed annually.
There is nothing that we cau see contrary to any principle, or to good order, in
the election of Deacons for a term of years, if a congregation so pleases. We
do not-apprehend any. practical difficulty in granting sueh permission to congre-
gations. Theoretical objections, it is true, may be started by rigid adherents to
ussand wont; but if such an arrangement would remove a difficulty in the



