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muet likewise ho an individlual recog-
nition of the varied dlaims of morality
and beneficence which Masonry as-
sorts, to the end thiat Ciere may be
some willing performance of duty in
thoso :fields where each seul, walks by
itself, bavirig its special oppertunity
of work and sacrifice. If in anytbing
Masonry bas deteriorated in these la.
ter times, At is by the growing disposi-
tion to merge individual responsibilitv
and duty into organized movemenýt
and endeavor. It ie by ne means an
aubpicious sign that brethren seem se,
much inclined to make the eystem
and the institution responsible foi Li-
expression cf Masonry and the per-
formance of its work. Certainly it 18
a departure from the original purpose
thus to set aside the direct and pereon-
al force of obligations taken-to, put
forward the organization instead cf
the individual when any ministry of
good work is to be undertaken.

In the matter cf Masonie charity
and helpfulness, the prevalent idea is
that lodges are te, performa eucl servi-
ces. If a brother pays bie dues and
contributes te tbe relief fund, ho as-
sumes tbat ho bas performed ail that
la requ.ired cf bim iu the way cf bene-
voient endeavor. He forgets that ho
has pledged bimself te an individual
ministrv at the cail cf bis needy breth-
ren, and tbat it is net possible te, put'
the whole 'werk cf beneficence upon
the ledge or other erganization.

Masonry is more than a mutual aid
society organized. te receive and pay
eut funds according te spocifiedl rules.
It is a system of moral teaching and
obligation that appeals te the mind
and conscience; a great brotherbood
wberein the conditions cf related 111e
are recognized, and the obligations cf
an individual helpfulness declared.
kn this personal. relation brethren are
te, sympathize with oach other, are te
render aid wben assistance is roquir-
ed, thus illnstrating the character cf
the association in which they bave
iuembership. It makes ne difference
how strong the lodge is-how fruitfal
the. orgauization- is ini works cf bene-

volence-there is still a dluty for the
individual Masen to, performn towards
bis distressed brother, and ho may not
always disoharge the duty thiroughthe
instrumentality of the lodge. Some-
times ho must give of bhis own means,
oxtend the band of helpfuiness to a
distre8sedl brother, and, by a direct
personal bestowment of goods, afford
the proof that hie realizes the charac-
ter of the o w5 ho bas taken, and bas
the disposition to ho faithful thereto.
The true Masen wiII show forth love
and charity in bis daily life. Hie wil
manifest a practical adborence to the
injunction: «"Do ail the good yeu can
and Make no fuse about it."

Masonry thus illustrated may wel
stand forth in its pridle, taking to it-
self in the way of an individuai.
application the language of the
p&' .riarch: "WhVien the ear beard thian
it blessed. me, because edelivered the
poor that cried, the fatherlesand, the
widlow, and him that had none to, help.
The blessing of him that was ready
to perish came upon me, and 1 caused,
the widow's heart to sing for joy.-
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Bro. W. J. Hughan's Letter on Quebee
and the flnglish Lcdges ln Montreal.

Had I known that my endersement
of the ,leaderette,, in the Freemason
of oct. 29 would bave resulted in my
receiving so inuch correspondence on
the subjeet, I should have donc well
to thinkc twice bofore eÈnbarking on
such an enterprise. As it is, 1 muet
ask the favor of replying to, the several
letters from the Province of Quebec,
and elsewbere in this ganeral manner.
The kind remarks of the editor have,
I understand, been duly appreciated.
though several correspondents 'wish
be bad gone a littie fartber, and ad.
vised the Lodges te at once join the.
Grand Lodge of Quebec. I cannot
take that view myseif. The bretbren
in Montreal muet bo loI t to please
themselvez. We in this country eau
only hope that what tbey decide on in
1881.2 tvill ho for the best. I think


