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eneci color on Tie loveiy iace.
For Rita the evening was a continued

triumph, but for one thing-Ralph
saever came near lier.

Several tirnes she encountered his
g lance; and sornothing in ans
lok moved her strangely.hseans

There -%vas a mad %Wi1 hope in hier
heart that lie would ask hier to dance.

Foolish Rita! She liad been cold
*nd indifferent, vouclisaling lîim neiti'-
er word nior glance if she could avoid
it; and liow thiat lie in his turl lield
aloof, she Nvas miserable.

The liglits and music jarred on lier
excited nerves, and slic longed, to be
aione.

After several unsuccessful attempts,
sime finally escaped to the conservatory,
uannotied and unattended.

Shie liad liot been tiiere many min-
utes wlîen blIu was arousud by thé sound
of voices near her.

"Wlxat a foolisli maýn!" Rita heard a
strange voice Say. -You have every-
thing -to mnake yuu -happy, and yet you
deelatre you are wretchoed."

III have flot the thing 1 most desire,"
answerced a voice tliat miade Rita shrink
fnrtlier beliînid the large plants that
sereened lier.

Not for the world would she have
Ralph Cliesney find hier there.

"lAud wlm-t is tliat?"
'lhe love of the -,vonan. I adore,"

said Raipli unsteadily.
"10< ni, I amn sorry for you-J

'did not know. Is mt-Ilesitating"ly-
"isit Rita Carinpbell?*'

"&Yes," aidiiittcdl Raipli slowly; and
they moved on.

Rita ivas too stunned, to move, oven
when thuir voiccb had died a% y

A trenior slioo'k lier fraine; the slow
tears gathered beneath lier lashes andi
began to fall one byone.

'"Does lie love me?"> slic cried, try-
ingc to believe in lier happiness.

And so absorbed was slic that she
did not heumr the souiid of approadliing
footstops.

.A startled exclamation roused ber,
and lookin & up, sliefound Ralpli stand-
Mgbeside Ue.

They were b oth terribly agitated, but
alter a momcnt's silence, Raîpl said
very eently:

"Miss Campbell, you have learned
in the last few minutes what 1 intend-
ed you should neyer know. 1 hiave al-
'ways laughed at the' idea of love at
iirst sight, but the first time 1 saw you
:ny heart went fromnme. Ifow mvlove

gfew as the days went by it would be,
impossible to tell you, but the hope of
My hife «%as to eaul you my wife. '

Re paused for a momlent, perhapsý
to steady lis voice.

"Buit the more I sliowed m-v love.
the colder you grew, and you will
noever know thie agony I cndured when
I found your lieart ,shut against me; but
I determiued flot to pain you Nvitm au
avowal of my love, and 1 should, have
bhld to My resolve if accident lad not
revcaled my secret to you."

Not onu word crossed thie beautiful
lips when hoe finislied.

Fearing lie lad annoyed lier beyond

ail fogiveness, Ralpli started awvay;
buas thoughi slue divined hi&

thougis Rit:rse to lier feet.
.As shc raised hier eyes to lis face,

soinething in their lovcly dIepthib gave
Raîpli a toueli of rapture lie had nover
known before.

-Rita," lie criedin alow inipassioned
tone, "clan it be truc that you love mie
-at hast?"

She nmade no0 verbal ans-%er, but
turned to him a face full of happiness
and content. In another moment she
was in lis arms.

"&Rita," bending bis face to liers,.
"«say-41 love you."

-1 love you!" sIc wliispered back.
-My own, my wife!" he answcred,

-%ith lis lips to hors.
A moment later lie knew, with a

thrili of rapture, his kiss liad been re-
turned.

TnRE, are about 1,000 colored
masons ini Ililinois, ana about 20,000
in the United States. The States of
Ohio ana Missouri have the strongest
(Jolored. Grand Lodges in the Union.

A LODGE las b6011 cliartered by the
Supreme Concil of Italy to, work in
Naples in acoordance with Englial
iaws and customs. it 'win vorkin
the Engialh language, and vas start-
ed by British residents. lit ie ex-
peeted that Italian Masonry wil be,
improved by it.

SEND for samples of Lodge formas tc,
TnM u nïsum oifice.
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