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Port Hope, Jltne 15, 1886.

TUE QUEBEO - ENGLAND DIFFI-
CULTY.

M. W. Bro. Frank B. Lawrence,
Grand Master of the Grand Lodg of
New York, in the course of a long
and able address, thus refers Vo the
Quebea question:-

The relations of this Grand Lodge
?with other Grand bodies have remain-
ed of the most fraternal and harmon-
ions character. Elsewhere through-
ont the Masonio wnrId, such appears
aleo to be the general condition of
affaïrs. A single exception existe to
this- happy state, arising out of the
pending matter of difference between
the Grand Lodge of England and the
Grand Lodge of Quebec, which was
bronglit Vo my notice in August laet,
by the transmission of iapers from
the last-named Grand body, inoluding
an ediot proclaiming certain lodges
located at Quebec snd working under
the anuthority of the Grand Lodge of
Englanâ., irregular ana illegal. The
dispute thue communicated Vo the
Masonic world if; one of long stand-
ing, and presents little that -is Lew to
those conversant with Masonie affaira.
The Grand Lodge of Quebeo was
formed in 1869, i territory which at
that time was under the jurisdiction
of the A.ncient Grand Lodge of cana-
da, organized eleven years before.
The lodges now declared Vo be, irregu-
lar,*were iu existence before the es-
tablishment of the last-namedl Grand
Lodge, andhave always retained their
obedience io the Grand. Lodge of Eng-
!and, declining to place themselves
under the juriediction either of the
Grand Lodge of Canada or of Quebee.
The latter Grand Lodge claims that
as a consequence, of its establishment
and. generàl recognition, it acqnired
:suoli exclusive jurisdiotion within the
territory accorde Vo it, as to render
it the dnty of ail the lodges previons-

ly erected therein to, sever their exist.
ing allegiance and place thiemselves
under its control. The Grand Lodge
of England, besides disputing the
soundness of the principle here
asserted, deolares that its recognition
of the Grand Lodge of Canada was
made and accepted with the express
condition that the English lodges
within the territory of that Grand
body were to continue undisturbed.
in their allegiance and privileges, and,
in view of this arrangement it ie cou-
tended that when, in 1869, the Grand
Lodge of Quebec became the succes-
sor to the GrÎnd Lodge of Canada, it.
acqnired no greater rights withie the
territory Vo which it succeeded, than.
had previously been possessedl by the
latter Grand body. As to the com-
pact olaimedl to, have beaun made be-
tween the Grand Lodges of England
and Canada,. the Engish contention
is fuflly supported.by the-report of the
Committee onForeign Correspondence
made to this Grand Lodge in 1871,
which comniittee, before récommend-
ing the recognition of the Grand,
Lodge of Quebec, appears Vo have-
éiven exhaustive attention Vo this
general subject as it then existed.
Whlle fully believinig in the American
docteine of the supreme and exclu.
-sive jurisdiction of a Grand Lodge.
'within the territory which it controls,
I do noV con<dider that that doctrine
should extend to the length of reu-
dering M asonic bodies previously en-
joying a lawfnl existence within such
territory clandestine and illegal, ba-
cause of their refusai to abandon
their original allegiauce ana place
thernEelves under the authority of the
mnly-ereated Grand Lodge. The
Grand Master of Masons in thiü'
State, iu 1879, in addressing this
Grand Lodge upon the subject of the
sornewhat sixuilar issue then raised
by Quebec as againet the Grand-
L;odge of Scotland, expressedl the
opinion that the general' cutreut of*
anthority is opposel-, Vo such a con..
struction of the riglits of a. new]y-.*
created Grand Lodge; and in thast
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