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READY.

The splendid Conventions held in
Toronto on July th and 6th may be
taken as the forinal commencement of
the Dominion Prohibition Plebiscite
campaign.

Previous to that time much organi-
zation had been effected, many plans
had been laid. large quantities of
literature had been circulated. The
Conventions however, gave A new
impetus to work, definitely endorsed
what had already been done, and
declared the lines upon which the
battle must be fought.

Not the least interesting part of the
proceedings was the great mass meet-
ing held on the evening of July ith,
addressed by representatives from four
provinces, all of whom spoke con-
fidently of the hrightnessof the outlook
in their respective localities,
speech of Hon. GG. W. Ross was fuil of
forcible argumentes, furnishing a splen.
did model for other cpaigners. The
reports of the Executive Cominittees
were full of encouragement and told of
an immense amount of work done
that must be productive of far reaching
results,

The contest ix now fairly on. Itis
contidently anticipated that voting will
take place in about three months,
There is no time to lose. The central
organization is ready. Every locality
should be immediately organized.
Anyone who wantsadvice or assistance
should forthwith correspond with the
Executive Officer of his provincial
organization. The list is as fillows :

Nova Seotia. - W. J. Swnders, Hali-
fax. WNew Brunswick.—Rev, Geo. W.
Fisher, Faiville.  Prince Edward
Il —). K. Matthews, Charlotte-
town., Quebee.~-J. H. Carson, Mont-
real, Ontario.—F. S, Spence, Toronto.
Manitoba. —Rev. J. M. A. Spence,
Winunipeg. British Columbia.—Rev.
J. C. Speer, Victaria,

PROMIBITION IN NORWAY.

Bitter attacks are being made by the
liguor favoring press upon Norwegian
prohibition. An attempt is made o
show that rince the FLarlinment has
given the people the privilege of local
prohibition,drunkenness hasincreased,
and that lately the votes of the people
have shown less favor for prohibition.

Some of the facts of the case are
generally suppressed, and statistics are
quoted that in themselves might lead
to wrong conclusions unless fairly ex-
piained. As a matter of fact Norway
was at one time an exceedingly drunk-
en country. Legislation was enacted

I enness fell off greatly.
T |ing u general vote as to whether the

TORONTO, ONT. different localities, or should be re-
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[pronibiting the unregulated distillation |
| and sale of spirits, und providing for
|the establishment of the Company
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System, Under thislegislation a great
many distilleries were vuppressed. The
Company System was adopted in
many plares, Convictions for drunk-

In 180§ an Act was passed authoriz.
Company System should be in force in
placed by prohibition. In 15808 eighteen

towns voted, fourteen of them declar-
ing for prohibition. In 1807 fifteen

back to the Company System. Inu fact'
they cannot go back for five years. !

The law which provided for this!
voting, also enjoined the police’
authorities to arrest every a.ppn.rentlyi
intoxicated person. Accordingly of-
fendera of this kind are now much
more strictly dealt with. Arrests for
drunkenness ure therefore increased.
There have bheen increases in towns
that voted prohibition, and also great
increases in towns which remain under
the Company System. It is argued
that failure of prohibition is shown by
fewer towns voting for prohibiton
recently, and an increasc in the num-
ber of arrests. Fewer towns have
voted hecause there are fewer to vote.
Arrests bave increased hecause the
police are more vigilant.

{t must be borne in mind that neither
the local prohibition of Norway nor
the Company System, interferes with
the free sale of fermented liquor
containing under twenty-two per cent
of alcohol. This liquor, with the|
change inlaw enforcement, sufficiently
accounts for the drunkenness that is|
reported. Temperance people are sim-
ply agitating for local option power to
prohibit other forms of liguor as well
as ardent spirits.  They have not:
changed their views. They have not
reversed their action,

PRESBYTERIANS SOLID.

The vagaries of Rev, Dr. Grant, of l
Kingston, on the prohibition question,
where aired again in the Presbyterian
Church General Assemblyon June Lith,
His hostility to prohibition, which has
won so much applause in liquor circles,
fuand strong expression when the
report of the committee on church
life and work was presented. The
resolutions to which Rev. Dr. Grant
took objection and endeavored to
amend were in the following terms :—

5. “ This Assembly desires to renew
deliverances of past years on the
subject of temperance, declaring the
f[eneral traflic in intoxicating drink to !
e contrary to the word of God and to'!
the spirit of the Christian religion, that |
total legal prohibition is the true goal;
of all efficient temperance legislat iun.l
and that the church of Christ can make |
no coinpromise with a traffic that is in'!
such deadly antagonism to all human |

happiness, all social virtues, and all |
religions life, !

@. ** That in view of the approaching '
plebiscite the recommendation of last.
Assembly be renewed, namely :--* That
our people are hereby earnestly ex.’
horted to use their utmost endeavors '
in every lawful way to carry the
plebiscite in favor of prohibition, by
an overwhelming majority, and thus
free the church from one of its deadliest
foes, our land from untold misery and |
crime, aund our modern civi ization
from its direst reproach and shame.”

These clear cut deliverances were
strongly assailed in a speech remark-;
able for its recklessness of assertion
and want of logic, one of the doctor's
declarations being that prohibition
“will usher in a frightful carnival of
intemperance and of almost every
public vice.” He desired to modify the

resolutions, but his amendments were
overwhelmingly defeated. Resolution

‘of the door.

No. 6 he proposed to change so asto!

make it simply exhort electors to
“vote on the question submitted to
themintelligently and conscientiously.’

He evidently hopd by thesubstitu.
tion of this phrase to get some votes in
favor of eliminating the forcible appeal
which the committee report proposed.
In favor of the change he only secured
nine votes, the ariginal report being
endorsed  with  overwheliming en-
thu-lamn.

It ivto be hoped that the deliverance
of the General Assembly logical and
forcible as it is, will carry conviction

towns voted and ten of them declared  wherever it is read, and that the evils,
for prohibition. In 1808 already eleven which it so strongly denouances will’
towns have voted and seven have gone | have arrayed against them an en-:
Itor prohibition. None of the towns | lightened public sentiment in favor of . corner of a public park in Londons
that voted for prombition have gone | the legislative remedy so emphatically . where the childien of the poor are

approved

LITERATURE,

Over five million pages of literature
have now been issued by the Dominion
Alliance Literature Committee. More
is being prepared as rapidly as possible.
The demand is great.

This is very gratifying. There are
however, many localities that have yet
done nothing to avail themselves of
the splendid opportunities open to
them in this respect. They are
earnestly requested to write at once to
the 8ecretary of the Dominjon Alliance
in Toronto for full informwation.

There are now ready twenty-four
splendid campaign documents, which
are furnished friends of our cause for
fiee distribution at prices far helow the
cost of production, We must work
for victory in the coming campaign
by fairly carpeting our Dominion with
prohibition literature,

A MOTHER'S DELUSION.

A New York physician related the
followiug facts:

A few weeks ago he was called to the
help of a man who had been mortall
wounded in one of the low dance halls

jor “dives” of the city. When he had Qrink.

attended to his patient, the doctor
looked curiously about.  him.
wounded man lay before the bar,
against which lounged some ragged
old sots. In the next room a
voung men, flushed and bright-eved,
were playing cards, while the gaudily
dressed barmaids carried about the
liquor,

ut neither the gamblers nor the
women nor the drunkards paid any
attention to the dying man on the
floor. They squabbled and laughed,
deaf to his gronns. The proprietor of
the dive, a burly fellow who had been
a prize fighter in his younger days,
having seen the
murderer, had gone back quietly to his
work of mixing drinks. Bemh appar-
ently had no interest or terror for
these ulple.

Suddenly a little old woman, with
white hair, a thin shawl drawn about
her, came to the street door. Her
ap'Pearance produced a startling effect,

he besotted old men at the bar put
down their glasses and looked at her
uneasily, the card players hastily shut
the door to keep out the sight of her,
and the barmaids huddled together in

landlord was most striking. He arose
hastily and came up to her, an expres-
:iun of something like terror on his
ace.
‘““Is James here? " she asked gently,
* No. nu, he is not here. do not

-know where he is!” he said hurriedly.

She looked ahout bewildered. 1
was sure he was here. If he comes,
will you tell him his mother wants
him, sir?"”

*Yes, yes.” The man urged her out
The physician soon fol-
lowed, and saw her going into another
dive and gro Sh"g along the street.

* Who is she?” he asked of a palice-
man outside. **Is she in no danger,

The man shook his head significantly.

“ They'll not hurt her, sir. They've
done their worst to her. She is the
widow of a clergyman and she had one
son, & boy of sixteen years. They lived
happy and comfortable enough 'till he
took to going to pool rooms, and then
lt;o theatres, and at last to the dives

ere.

The -

ew !

police secure the:

‘He was killed in one of them in &
fight three months ago in that very
one you were {n just now, and was
carried bhowme to her, bloated from
drink and covered with blood, and
dend.

“She's known nothing since. 8he
only remembers that he came to these
houses, and goes about among them
searching for him every day.

*“They're afraid to see her. They
think rshe brings a curse on them. But
ithey won't harm her. They've done

their worst to her.”

This is & true story. How many sons
iof lnvin;? mothers are going down like
, this boy into these dark places to-day?
| — Youth's Companion.

SPARE THE CHILDREN'S FEET.

A vagged woman was crossing the

jnccustomed to play, many of them

bare-fuoted. A burly policeman sta-
tioned at the corner watched the
woman suspiciously. Half-way across,
she stopped and picked up something
| which she hid in her apron. In_a
“instance the policeman was hy her side.
With graff voice and threatening
wanner, he demanded :

“What are you carrying off in your
,apron?”

The womnan seemed embarrassed,
and refused to answer, Thereupon the
officer of the law, thinking she had
donbtless picked up a pocketbook,
which she was trying to make away
with, threatened to arrest her unless
she told him at once what she had in
her apron.

At this the woman recluctantly un-
folded her apron, and disclosed a
handful of broken glass.

In stupid wonderment the policeinan
asked :

“What do you want with that
stuff”

A flush i:assed over the woman's
face, then she answered simgh‘:

** If you please, sir, I just thought I'd

like to take it out of the way of the
children’s feet.”
I Blessings on the kind-hearted old
woman who was so thothfnl of the
{children’s needs and children's feet.
I Would we imitate so good an example,
| let us take ont of the path of the little
rones anvthing that can wound thew,
injure them or cause them to stumble,
and nothing can injure them more or
cause them to stumble so certainly as
—N. T. Advocate.

'A TRAMP'S ELOQUENT LECTURE.

A tramp asked for a free drink in a
-liquor saloon, the request was granted,
yand when he was in the act of drink.
ring the proffered beverage, one of the
young men present exclaimed : ** Stop,

make us a speech- It is & poor liquor
. that doesn’t unioosen a man's tongue.”
The tramp hastily swallowed down the
drink, and, as the liguor stirred his
I blood, he straightened himself and
stood before them with a grace and
dignity that all his rags and dirt could
not obscure, R

““Gentlemen,” he said, “I look to-
night at you, and it seems to me I look
upon the picture of my lost manhood.
This bloated face was once as young
and handsome asyours This shambling
figure once walked as proudly as yours,
{ [ once had a home and friends and
position. [ had a wife as berutiful as
ian artist’s dream, but 1 dropped the
! Priceless pearl of her honorand respect
'in the wine cup, and Cleopatra like,

isilence, but the change in the brutal |saw it dissolve, and quaffed it down in

! the brimming draught. 1 had children
'as sweet and lovely as the flowers of
| apring, but saw them fade and die un-
{der the blighting curse of a drunkard
{father. I had & home where love lit
: the flame upon the altar and ministered
{ beforeit, but I J)utout the holy fire, and
darkness and desolation reigned in its
stead. I had aspirations and ambitions
that soared as high as the morning
star, but I broke and bruised their
beautiful wlnfa and at last strangled
them that I m g‘xt not be tortured with
their cries any more. Toduy [ am a
hushand without & wife, a father with-
out achild, a tramp with no home to
call his own, « man in whom every
good impulse is dead, and all swallowed
up in the maelstrom of drink.”

The tramp ceased speaking, the glass
fell from his nerveless fingers and
shivered into fragments on the flour.
The swinging doors pushed open and
shut again, and when the little group
ahout the bar looked up the tramp was
gone.—Michigan Christvan Advocats.




