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T 101.6 I it auiay seenli a1 simple niat-ter enoughi on tlic suîrface, tîtere is
sonie art ini potting plants properly.

'l'le pots should bc well drained, using
for this purpose pieces of brokzen pots
tir crockery, and placing one large piece
,)Ver fle hole in tlwc bottom of your Pot.
A little Spltagnumii or rougît material of
ý;onie k-ind slîoild next bc plaeed over
tlie crocks to keep the soil froni bei,îg
w~ashed dowvn and blockri:g the drainage.
«l'len put on an inch or so of soil before
placing the plant in position, and fil] in
xviti flie compost, pressing tItis down
firmly wvith tlie fingers until tlic pot is
ncarly but flot quite fulîl.

If tlie pot is :overfil, insitificient
rnom is left for watering, vhi le, if flot
filled full enougli, not only does flic pot
flot contain enough soil, but the plant
is liable Io becomie "drowvncd" when
water ik given. Thiere ouiglit itlways to
lie enotighi spacc left betwcen the top of
flie pot and tlic surface of the soil to
-.llow the giving of suflicient wvater to
saturate the whole of the soil and nioisten
:ill the roots.

Some people seemn to thirowv the plants
into the pots almost anyhowv, and still
they growv and do wvell. This plan rnay
aniswer well enough in a country garden,
wliere plants scm to tîtrive under any
rondition, but too mutcli care cannot be
laken in the suburban or towvn garden.
Most plants, cspecially those of the
"Ih.ird-wooded" or shirubby type, require

to be potted vcry firmly-tliat is, to hlave
tile soil madle alnîost ]lard in thle pots,'
but in tlic case o! soft-woocled plants
gecrally, pot rather loosely for rapid
growth and more firmly for early bloom.
In ail potting operations, sec flint the
roots of the plants arc sprcad out in the
soil, that is to say, thcy should not have
tlic soil thrown on tliern, but among
t hemi. The soil should alwvays bc slightly
lower at tlic rim o! flhc pot than at the
aîeck of thie plant.

Hardy Perennials'
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Of aIl tlic plants that are vultivated
for ornaniental as well as for cutting
purposes tlwre are none whichi have madle
such rapid strides in public favor as the
hardy gardesi flowvers. Their popularity
ks not at ail surprising whien wc consider
the many varied and pleasant changes
which take place throughout the growing
qecason in a grardeni, or portion cf one,
g-iveni ove-r to this class o! plants, which
every wveek, yes, alinost every day,
brings forth somiething fresh and newv to
isiterest and dcli-' lt. Beginning in April
tile carl% flowverizig kinds, sueh as the
anienionit.s, hepaticas, Arabis and others,
open tht jr lowvers soon after tlic snow
lias lefi tlic sliadier parts o! our gzar-
deais. Froan thien on we have constant
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changing variet), throughout file sum-
mer luitil tile fali, whict offly file ý.cvCrc
frosts stop tile more persistent and late
blooniing kinds.

The miost effective position fo>r this
class of plants in general is an open bo)r-
(le -surrouniding a lawvn, or bacl<cd by a
fence dividing a garden or lot. TheNv
will flot thrivc if given a northerti eN-
posu re.

The niethoti of cultivation is of itie
siniplest nature. Begin wvitl any good
soul as a foundation. WVhen preparing
flic soil for planting flic grotind slîould
be dug to at least txvo feet in dcpth andi
enriched with wvell-decomposcd manure,
or other fertilizer. The best time to
plant peronnials is in tlic spririe as soon
as file plants show signs of grovtlî.
Hardy plants, such aIs hemerocallis, dor-
onicunî.-, paconies, and Oriental poppies,
whicli produce thecir growvth from a
<ro%,vni of close Compact roots and flowver

ini tlic early summiner, are best planted in
Ilie autumin, as tliese take soine tinie to
get establislied. Faîl planting of these
varicties saves al season's bloolni. These
particular Icinds ,,hotild be lcft undisttirb-
-d for several years. Add a suitaible fer-
tilizer as a surface dressing cach spring
ifteî growth is well started.

The late summiiier and autunin blooni-
ing kinds are usually of a more vîgorotis
growvth tItan flic formner. They are of
ýuch sorts as the rudbeckins, lhelenillm),
lceliantlîus, flie perenini.il phîlox and as-
fers. 01n these the original crowns die
ouit each se-ason and many new side
growths are nmade. Thlese are bL.,,t re-
planted cvcrv second spring, selecting
fronm three to ive growths, wvhiclh, iftcr
tile grotind lias been redug and enrichied,
miay bc replanted in their sanie positions
or in another pa-t- of flic garden. T*.m-:tcd
in tItis manner tlîey will flot onîly produce
more and larger flowers, l>ut wvill pre-
vent tîtese si ronger and more rampant
.ro\%'ing ki'sfro,î ro.'ln out their
equally ilitc,. Çtiîîct, but lcs-, vigorous,
neiglhbors.

.May Garden Notes
Fcrns maY sî ilI he transplanied froiii

tile wvoods to aI %lhitercd spot about the
house: or yard.

Morning glories, wild ccuîr.ber, and
hyacinth bean arc good vines to, cover
up unsightlv fences or rock piles.

Sow nnuiial flower secd such as ns
ttlrtiumns, Portulaca, California poppy,
-l'd Shirley poppy in flic open grotind.

Tt is not too late to spade up that
\veedy Place on flic lawn, add wcll-rottecl
,nanuirc andI soiw gond billetgrass secd.

Dahilias mtnc gladiolus niiav Stil 1)I
plantcd. lIn fact it is an e\clln pl'

to plant gladioli at intervais t, .1Order t
gel a1 succession Or b)qozî tlle wvhoIcý
SclasOli.


