The. Educational Association at Halifax.

(at least.during Her Majesty’s reign) a
depth of feeling which “perhaps they
might not have-at any' other season of
the year, and even should the day be
continued (and I think it prope-ly
might be) after Her Majesty’s deémise,
for this: and the npext generation or
two, the recollection of her illustrious
reign will by reflection still quicken
the ‘pulse of the many hundréds of
thousands of school children as they
remember the greatness-of the empire
over which she reigned so long. ‘

I need not urge upon the Dominion
Teachers” Association the desirability
of taking-action in this matter. The
Association speaks for the whole Do-
minion. I think th€ voice of the peo-
ple-is in favor of a higher, a' purer and
a less selfish: patriotism. than perbhaps
we possess now, anid nowhere can bet-
ter ‘motives -be planted for an ideal
national:life than in the Schoolrooim.
There: can be no future for Canada
worthy of the traditions of the lands
fromn which: :she "bas been "stocked, or

worthy-of the opportunities for nation-

hood which now seem to be thrust
upon-her, unless we gird up our loins
and ‘with a resolute and studied pur-
pose- endeavor to develop a’ national
spirit. We are a ‘young commiunity,
our -educational’ advantagés shonld
make our patriotism™ broad and sym-
pathetic: It -is, therefore, in no nar-
row spirit, nor with a desire to exalt
ourselves above ‘our ‘neighbors, nor to
intrude upon the public, in 2 bluster-
ing, arrogant manner, our love of
country, that we should” approach this
subject or celebrate such a ddy, should
that ‘be agreed upon. ‘Canadian pa-

triotism should be comprehénsive, re-|

spectful, intelligent, arid at the same
time intense. Our history, our insti-
tutions and our future possibilities

warrant us in taking this gfound, afd |

the teachers of ‘Canada ‘have: the cul-
ture and the viental and woral qhalifi-
cations by which the bfightest type of
the purest and most unselﬁsh patnot~

.
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ism can be c¢ultivated, and now is a
good time to enter upon: such a noble
work.

In the same cobpnection a letter was .
read from George Johnston, Esq., the
well-known statistician of the Domini-
on, and the Committee on Resolutions
brought . in the following which was
carried unanimously : “Resolved, that
this Association recommends that the
school day immediately preceding
May 24 be set apatt as Empire Day,
and thatthe Departments of Education
in the provinces and- ferritories be re-
spectfully requested to arrange for such
exercises in their respective schools as
will tend” to the increase of a sound
patriotic feeling.”

Another of the practical questlons
brought up for discussion, and one on
which the educational destiny of Cana-
da a3 a whole ‘may-to spme extent de-
petid, was the organization of a Cen-
tral Bureau of Edication for 'the
Dominion. - The“sabject was intro.
duced by Dr. T:'M ‘Harper, "of
Quebec, in an address given at pne
of the public gathierings in' ‘the
Academy of Music, That gentleman
has already, as our readers are’ award,
takén an active part in bringing the
matter before the public in his writ-
ings .and addresses, -and,’ at’ the-last.
convention of Quebec teachers held.in
Montreal, strongly adyocated ‘in ‘his
preSxdenualaddresstﬁe introduction of
some co-ordinating educational force
such as this that - wguld Jhelp,-through
tiie common school; toward a-closer
consohdatxon of the various provinces -
as one people .-His address- at.-the
Halifax meétihg can hardly be given
here in full. We will, however, give: it -
with. other_papers: read at-the conven-
tion -in subsequent issues: -~Sufficeit
here to say that his suggestion-aims'at
no resolution. - The basis’ of thersub: -
department ke would ke to““‘s&e'*
orgasized in Ottawa-is-to herfound in -
the Buréaun of Educationsat Washing: -

ton—eéndowed thha umfymg fuuctzon,




