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our presont systeu on the health of our pupils I If injurious
suggest a remedy.

The motion was adopted, and the following comnmnitteo was ap-
pointed to carry out the details: - Messrs. J. F. Kennedy, Alexan.
der, Lewis, Brown, and the mnover and seconder.

Mr. F. C. Powell thon read a very comnprehonsivo paper on
"Principals and Assistants."

The followmug officer of the Section were elected :-Chairman,
Mr. Coates: Secretary, J. A. Brown ; Directors, Messrs. Powell,
Munro, McQeenî, and Barber ; Legisliative Conmmittee, Messrs.
Hendry. Dogne, McAllister.

The Section adjourned.

txaminttiot Pap0r. exant nC.
A copy of the following circular lias been sent to the Head Master

of each of the Collogiate Institutes and High Schools in tho Prov-
ince, and to the Head Masters cf the Public Schools, in the towns and
villages in which the High Schools are situated. It seemed
impracticable to send copies to all teachers of every grade in the
Province, as wo should gladly have done. But as our aim is to
elicit the widest possible expression of opinion, we shall be glad to
recoive replies fron any other members of the profession engaged
in either the High or Public Schools, who may feel disposed
to favor us with their views. As the najority of the writers
prefer to withhold their signatures from publication, and as there
spens much force in the suggestion made by some, that the case is
one in which the criticisms should stand or fall on their merits, we
have simply numbered the replies in the order in which they happen
to come to hand. Following is the circular :

DRAR SiR,-I observe there have been many and strong com-
plaints of the character of sone of the question papers set at the late
Teachers' and High School Entrance Examinations. Will you have
the kindness to give me briefly, for publication in the CANAiA
ScuooL JouRNAL, over your own namne or otherwise as you nay pre-
fer, your . nion on the following points ? Your communication
will be regarded as strictly confidential, if you so desire:

i1). Were those Examination Papers, as a whole, such as to afford
a fair and reasonable test of the fitness of candidates to
receive noi.professional certificates and te enter the ligh
Schools, respectively ?

(2). If not, which of the papers were specially objectionable, and
on what gronnds?

(3). Wlat appears to be the cause of the faults indicated, and what
remedy would you propose?

rours respectfully,

Editor CASADA ScuoOr, JoUmar.,

EPLIES FROM HIEAD MASTERS OF IoIH sCHOOLS AND
COLLEoIATE INSTITUTES.

Question (1)-No.
(2). EnsiN EXAMINATION.-1. Orthography and Orthoepy.-

Single words given for spelling much too difficult. The wretten
examnination iii Orthoöpy should be abandoned, and the test on this
subject made orally in connection with Reading.

2. Grannar.- Some of the questions not clear even to examinera.
Assume greater niaturity of reasoning power than can ressonably be
expected of outrance candidates. The paper docs not give suflicient
prominence te practi,-al English.

3. Ili8tory -Altogether too difficult for this examination.
TunIn CLAS.-1. Gramnmar paper full of mysterious questionson

points which the examinerapparently wishes to force upon teachers.
Such radical changes in teaching this subject, if thought worthy of
attention, should be effected by suggestions to teachers, rather than
by such sudden surprises i examination papers.

2. LiteratuLre and Coempuositwn.-Ain at thorough preparation
but are too dillicult to begmn with. Such papers three years hence,
after gradually leading up to them, might be comparatively
unobjectionable.

3. Drating.-Double the time necessary for the work required.
SEcOND CLAS.4.-1. Grammar, Literature and Composition, (saie

rtmarks as for Third Class).

2. Alfrebra.-Not at all suitible. Alrost without a commnendable
feature

(3) 1. A lack of a suitably organized Board of Examinera, work-
ing uniformly and consistently according to recognized principles,
naid prescribed standaids. As a result, a dangerous tendonoy to
assert and thrust upon teachers the preferences of individual
exaniners.

2. Neglect proierly te recognizo in the Entrance Examination,
the opinion of Head Masters of High Schools and Collegiate
Institute3, as te the fitness of candidates for admission.

3. Too many written examinations-too miuchi machinery to turn
ont gond work.

REMEDIES PROPoaD. -A.--For E.ami:elion jut conchded.-I
Let no candidate be plucked on spellmng paper (Enitralce) if ho spolls
fairly on other papers. 2. M4ke due allowance for the inordinato
diflieulty ef thme papers ini Gramnmar and History. 3. To this end,
suspend the ru requiring a least one.third in overy subject, and

a0 p or cent.u oa a total.

50 rd cent ofSa 2ot and 3 above, as to Grammnar, Literature,
Composition and Drawing.

econd Class. -Se 2 and 3 above, as to Grammar, Literature,
Composition and Drawing. No candidate should be pluoked
because bu fails t pass in Alqebra, on the rper given.

B .- Für the fitture.-1. Lot the Central Conîmittee, include
regular ropresentatives from our Public School and High School
teachers ; also fron our Public School Inspectors.

2. All exanination papera should be submitted to this committee
for approval, before beiîîg issuod.

3. Put the examiner in Second Class Algebra on Spelling, or some
subject net requiring the special exerch1e of judgmeit

i IL
(1). I do not consider the exathination papers, as a wholo, a fair

test of the fitness nf a candidate for a Second Class Certificate, or for
entranco into the High Schools.

(2). I object te the Second Class Algebra, and Second Class
Chemistry, each of which I have been teaching for yeo.rs. The
Poetry Literaturo and the Granimnar were difficult, partly oa account
of the way mn whicli the questions were.expressed, and one question
on the Gramnimar I think cannot be fully answered withuut
a knowledge of sone inflected language, e g. Latin or German The
Orthoüpy and History for Entrance, were beyond the capacities
of pupils of the age of those who present themselves for examination,
and I find that pupils fron 12 to 14 years old pass the best exam-
mations.

(3). (a) The causes may be various. One I b"'ieve is a desire on
the part of the Examiners to raise the standard of entrance te High
Schools, and also that of Sscond Class Certificates. Both of these
are alre.d yhigh enough. Third Cliass teachersshould be encouraged
to obtain a Second rather than deterred fromn the attempt.

(b). Select ex uniners who have no hobby, c.nd who from their own
experience and observation, know the capacities of at least 50 per
cent. of the candidates who are likely to present themselves for
examination.

III.
I think nono of the papers were particularly objectionable except

the Algebra, Gr.umnar and Literature cf Second Cl.ss, the Gram-
mar and Literpture of the Third Clas, and the Grammar, Dictation
and perhaps History of the Entrance.

Tho Algebra was not at all such work as is found in the author
prescribed. The Grammar was net so difficult, but was put in such
a way that very few underst.ood what was asked. This applies to
II., III., and Entrance.

The Literature was, I think, too mich in the way of criticisns of
the authors, and also the ternis used wore net comprehended by
the candidates. In both Grammar and L-terature, the Examiner
seemed very desirous of showing how thoroughly ho himsolf under-
stood the matter, rather than of finding out what the candidates
knew.

In the Entrance, the list of words selected was too hard. When
so many marks were lost in Ietation, Grammar and History, it was
impossible for the candidates te make the total required to pass.

IV.
In reply te your communication of the 27th ult, I beg leave te

submit the following:-


