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our present systom on the health of our pupils? If injurious
suggest a remedy,

Tho motion was adopted, and the foilowing committeo was ap-
pointed to carry out the details : - Messrs. J. . Kennedy, Alexau-
der, Lowis, Brown, and the mover and seconder.,

Mr. F. C. Powell thon read a very comprehensive papor on
 Principals and Assistants.”

The following ofticers of the Section were elected :—Chairman,
Mr. Contes: Secrotary, J. A. Browu ; Dircctors, Messrs. Powell,
Munro, McQueen, and Barber ; Legislative Committeo, Mossrs,
Hendry, Duane, MecAllister.

The Scction adjourned.

Gxamination Papers Exam ned.

A copy of thefollowing circular has been sent to the Head Master
of each of the Collegiate Institutes and High Schools in the Prov-
ince, and to the Head Masters ¢f the Public Schools, in the towns and
villages in which the High Schools are situated. It seomed
impracticable to send copies to all teachers of every grade in the
Province, as wo should gladly have done. But as our aim is to
elicit the widest pussible expression of opinion, wo shall be glad to
receive replies from any other members of the profession engaged
in either the High or Public Schools, who may feel disposed
to favor us with their views. As the majority of the writers
prefer to withhold their signatures from publication, and as there
srems much force in the suggestion made by some, that the case is
one in which the criticisms should stand or fall on their merits, we
have simply numbered the replies in the order in which they happen
to come to hand. Following is the circular :

DrAr Sir,—I observe there have been many and strong com-
plaints of the character of some of the question papers set at the late
Teachers’ and High School Entrance Examinations.  Will you have
the kindness to give me briefly, for publication in the Canava
ScuooL JouRrNAL, over your own name or otherwise as you may pre-
for, your ~pinion on the following points? Your comnmunication
will be regarded as strictly confidential, if you so desire:

{1). Were those Examination Papers, as 2 whole, such as to afford
a fair and reasonable test of the fitness of candidates to
receive non-professional certificates and to enter the High
Schools, respectively?
{2). If not, which ot the papers were specially objectionable, and
on what grounds?
What appears to be the cause of the faults indicated, and what

temedy would you propose?
Vours respectfully,

(3).
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REPLIES FROM HEAD MASTERS OF HIGH SCHOOLS AND
COLLEGIATE INSTITUTES.

I

Question (1)— No.

(2). Extrance ExayixatioN.—1. Orthography and Orthoepy.—
Single words given for spelling musch too difficult. The written
examination in Orthoépy should be abandoned, and the test ou this
subject made orally in connection with Reading.

2. Grammar.~ Some of the questions not clear even to examiners.
Assume greater maturity of reasoning power than can reasonably be
expected of entrance candidates. The paper does not give sufficient
prominence to practival English. . o

3. Iistory — Altogether too difficult for this examination.

Tuirp CLass.—1. Grammar paper full of mysterious questionson
points which the examiner apparently wishes to force upon teachers.
Such radical changes in teaching this subject, if thought worthy of
attention, should be effected by suggestions to teachers, rather than
by such sudden surprises in examination papers. .

2, Literature and Composition.—Aim at thorough preparation
but are too difficult to begin with. Such papers three years hence,
after gradually leading up to them, might bo comparatively
unobjectionable. . )

8. "Drawing.—Double the time necessary for the work required.

Secoxp Crass.—1, Grammar, Literature and Composition, (same
rimarks as for Third Class).

2, Alaebra.—Not at all suitable. Almost withont a commendable

Jeature

(3) 1. A lack of a suitably organized Board of Examiners, work-
ing uniformly and consistently according to recognized principles,
ahd prescribed standards. As a rosult, a dangorous tendenoy to
assort and thrust upon tenchers tho preferences of individual
examiners.

2. Neglect properly to recognizo in the Entrance Examination,
the opinion of Head Masters of High Schools and Collegiate
Institutoea, as to the fitness of candidates for adinission,

3. Too many written examinations—too much machinery to turn
ont good work.

ReMEDIES PROPOSED. — A, —For BEraminations just concluded, —1.
Lot no candidate be plucked ou spelling paper (Entrance) if he spolls
fairly on other papers. 2. Make due allowance for the inordinato
difticulty of the papers in Grammarand History. 3. To this end,
suspend the rule requiring a* least one-third in every subject, and
50 per cant. of a total. ’

ﬁzird Class.—Seo 2 and 3 above, as to Grammar, Literature,
Compuosition and Drawing.

Second Class.—Suvs 2 and 3 nbove, as to Grammar, Literature,
Composition and Drawing. No candidate should be plucked
because he fails to pass in Algebra, on the paper given.

B.—For the futwre.—1. Let the Central Committee include
regular-representatives from our Public School and High School
teachers ; also from our Public School Inspectors,

2. All examination papera should be submitted to this committes
for approval, before being issued.

3. Put the oxaminer in Second Class Algebra on Spelling, or some
subject not requiring the special exerc’+e of judgme.t.

1 IL.

(1). I do not consider the examination papers, a3 a wholo, a fair
test of the fitness nf a candidate for a Second Class Certificate, or for
entrance into the High Schools,

(2). I object to tho Second Class Algebra, and Second Class
Chemistry, each of which I have beon teaching for yerrs. The
Poctry Literature and the Grammar wero difficult, partly oa account
of the way mn which the questions were expressed, and vne question
on the Grammar I think cannot be fully answered without
a knowledge of somo inflected lauguage, e g. Latin or German The
Orthoipy aud History for Entrance, were beyoud the capacities
of pupils of the age of those who present themselves for examination,
and I find that pupils from 12 to 14 years old pass the best exam-
inations.

(8). (a) The causes may be various, One I br'ieve is a desire on
the part of the Examiners toraise the standard of entrance to High
Schools, and also that of Sacond Class Certificates. Bath of these
are already high enough. Third Class teachersshould be encouraged
to obtain u Second rathor than deterred from the attempt.

(b). Select ox uniners who have no hobby, and who from theirown
experienco and observation, know tho capacities of at least 50 per
cent. of the candidates who are likely to present themselves for
oxamination.
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I think none of the papers were particularly objectionable except
the Algebra, Grammar and Literature of Second Cluss, the Gram-
mar und Litereture of the Third Class, and the Grammar, Dictation
and perhaps History of the Entratice.

The Algebra was not at all such work as is found in the author
prescribed. The Grammar was not so difficult, but was put in such
a way that very few understood what was asked. This applies to
II., 1I1., and Eatrance.

The Literaturo was, I think, too muchin the way of criticisms of
the authors, and also the terms used were not comprehended by
the candidates. In both Grammar and Literature, the Examiner
seemed very desirous of showing how thoroughly he himself under-
itood the matter, rather than of finding out what the candidates

new.

In the Entrance, the list of words selected was too hard,. When
o many snarks were lost in Dictation, Grammar and History, it was
impossible for the candidates to make the total required to pass,

Iv.
In reply to your communication of the 27th ult, I beg leave to
submit the following :~—



