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" Gender is the infleotion of a noun as regards thinge, set is the
inflection of a noun as regards living beings."

" Sox ie the distinction between maie and femalo persons, gondor
betwoen male and female animale."

" Gendor is the distinction of sox," or, as I was reaontly told,
thora is no difforence botwoon sox and gender, they both mean

the same." Thero is a -sort of courage sbout that answer whioh'
greatly commende it to my liking.

With how littie rofloction the usual liste of masculine and
feminine noun are often oommitted to memory and repeated, you
may judge when I tell yen that, along with the orthôdox uncle,
aunt; bachelor, spinster, &c., I have had masculine hilU, feminin,
valley; masculine church, feminine chapel,-a viow of the relation
betwoon Churchmen and Nonconformiste which might suggest
some curions reflections, and is at any rate worthy of a boy in a
well-known suburban collego, who in interpreting a certain passage
of poetry, explained "music that the meeting seul doth pierce," te
mean, " music suitable for a discenter."

As regards the cases of nouns, I am afraid that many hundreds
of unhappy children are still taught that the nominative docs
something, the possessive owns something, and the objective has
something doue te it. If, as I fondly hope, I have oarried your
jndgments with me when I insist that when I say, " Tom kicked
Harry," I do not mean that the noun or name, Tom, administered
the kick, c priori you will agree that a meroform of a noun, a case,
cannot do that which the "mighty noua " itself ie incapable of
aohieving. Only fancy the form of a noun, a possessive case, being

is a word that can bo put boforo a noun either to distinguish it or
to enumorato it-that is, to j. 't out its number or amount."
What ? the number or amoun. of the noun-tho name! In three
mncu how doces three enumorate the noun men, when there in only
one noun ? "Why, it iqlle you how many mien thoro are, doesn't
it ? "-" Cortainly, but I was told that it enumarated the noun."
"Well it's the samo thing."-" Ah, that's whore you make the
mistakeo."

Naturi.ly, this confusion between word and thing appears in
force whbL definitions of the comparative and superlative degrees
of adjectives ara attempted. Haro are some samples e a good
deal that I have seon of late:-

" Comparative is one of two things, and superlative is one of
three things."

"Superlative dcree is the higheit an adjectiva can go."
"Comparative degree is when the adjective is more eo, and

superlative most."
" The superlativo degreo expresses the greatest superiority an

adjective jan have."
" Superlative degree is the adjective extending the noun to the

highest dogree of comparison above every degree."
Questions aboutp transitive and intransitive verbe always bring

out a plentiful crop of mistakes, based upon this all.pervading ,on-
fusion between words and that whioh thoy denote. The unfor-
tunate examinces have been led astray by their grammars. I
fancy no one present will dispute the accuracy of what I am going
to say. In the sentence, "John struck the horse," we have a word,

the owner of a house or a dog. No doubt the inventer of this a transitive verb, which denotes an action; Wc have a word"John,"
wonderful specimen of definition plumed himself upen having whioh denotes the dosi of the action, ma forme the grammatical
turned out something remarkebly neat and teling, He (eserved subjeet of the vcrb; and a word "horse," which denotes the abject
te ho trned into an objectivo case himself, that he migi 1rnc#.ri- af thc action, aud forma the grammatical abject of the verb; tho
ence, not in word only, what it was to have "something done to verb je a Word, its subjeet is a Word, and its abject je a Word.
hij.1" Weil, thon, it muet bA sheer nonsense te say thaï. the subjeet o! the

One of the mont egregious and exasperating instances of this verb-the word John, mark yau-is the door af thc action. It
never-ending confusion between words and what words stand for, muet be nnsense te tslk cf "the action of the verb." Verbe,
in etill to be found in one of the moet . largely used English words have ne action; they do net walk or strike or kick. They
grammars (I don't wish te mention names, but sec p. 81 of the last denote action, but that je quite anather thing-the action is the
editiari), sud in scores of grammars basead upon it, especially those action af tie agent, nat a! thc verb. The blow prcecded from tie
little twopenny "droadfuls" which simplify grammar for emall persan John, not from tie word Lastly, the action in
children. It cornes up in hundreds and hundreds of answers at directed net ta the word horse, whicie only the grammatical
e2aminations. We are toLad that " adjectives expres the qualities abject cf the vorb, but te the animal deuoted by the Word horse.
of nouns," .e. of names. go that " a tall manI" means that the IL je the animal whici is the object of thc action, naL the noua. It
noun or name " man " is tai ; "red rose " meaua ihat the word ie unfortunate that the word okject is aseî in tue Lwofold sense- for
"l rose " in red. There lsa possibility of wriggling ont of this con- tre thing which is the bject a the action, w.e the word whici,
alusien, abaurd as iL ie, if yen sccept that preciws definition. I t dee grammatical abject of tha verb,-but we cannet naw mlp our-

au7 fanoy tire writ-or sayiug, Il"Oh, y-au mare ech a fuse about sulves. l te pssible ta dispute tre trut cf thesoe statements
trifles; o! course, I raeant thai, Uic =in wss Lal, uL the noum."o But hew do aur cormson. grammars put o matter 2 On alray
I coula only rcply, "lThen, if you mesant what e right, why on quoted srbi ,-s Whr t tube subjo t oa tre vrb is Uc doer of w c
earth di&ycu say what je wrong ? And what but harm can cone action, he vsrb it autive; but whoen the subjet o the veb of the
cf sett*ng children to learn what, je palpably sud ridiculous1y abject actcl r-pan, tire venir in passive." Sa that a voad, a part o!
wrong?2 It je but a variation cf the saine canfuaisn when wa are a sentence, eau be cither Uic giver o!f a hlcw, or Uic recciver of a
toadthat " an adj Live je a Word added te t; nomn in vrder te mark blow 1 Now for the sam ander put the other way. " Verbe
or distinguisir it marc accurstely." Dietingaisiticio» From which tano two abjects n the active vice, on of tha prb Veansd
wbat? Yoauea nly distinguiei word from a word; fror wbat the other cf ie ting, c e put int the passive voice, wit the
aLlier Word. je the nou rose dietinguiBLemd by the adjective red f peorer- as tie subject, asu thi ni-g as t -e bject." Olythink cf
Mark Uic noua ? ]?ray row ? Dace iL give a peouliar ebado of a peroah man or a boy-beng part uf a sentence, eded farming
Maning teUic nounP What laojicians know e thre eonnotatit esiubjet o! a ver! 1e it not irrational ty eaU tha grammar
cf tire word rose je net affect in tire augmtent deeo; tire adjective sct f t but muddl o aud cafusion cn c ta e arning so
dos not ar=k thc noun, it denotes tire qualtty t1ie Marks the stuft Do yen wishi t hbe jow ect thing wonk? Take the follow-
thitg. lu trying rd refis upon a do filition which ji radicully badi, ing, which I quote, not as exceptional blunders, but typical
Dr. Abbott, r hie snHow te l h te Parts cf Speech," auI f aow
triPas;, mares matera thil wrea.* as tall un at au. adjective 1 dert hem this rul.in thePresmt nstaneWheu1ybcaue
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