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IRREGULARITIES OF ENGLISH SPELLING.*

BY J. H, BROWN, DEAF AND DUMB INSTITUTE, BELLEVILLE, ONT.

HE occasion which has brought us
together is one of especial inter.

est. We arc assembled as the teachers
and advocates of'a method that has
many opponents as well as friends,
fecling an honest pride in our convic-
tion and theory; to witness the pro-
gress that has been made by our
students ; to exhibit the ripened fruits
of the labours of some of our con-
JSreres; to gather, I trust, many import-
ant lessons from the experience of
those long in the work, and to pre-
parec more thoroughly for our parti-
cular work at home. Although my
position to-day is not wholly free
from cmbarrassment, yet, I am glad
to be with you and to contribute my
mite towards the success of this Con-
vention. The occasion furnishes me
with anopportunity highly appreciated
of exhibiting the deep interest I take
and feel in the worthy cause of edu-
cating children who are deaf. I am
well aware that there are many of my
co-worke?s more capabie of furnishing
a few facts suitable for a paper upon
orthographic irregularities, and as the
subject is an extensive one, their con-
viction may be that “fools riush in
where angels fear to tread.” Well,
sir, it is by mistakes that we learn, and

if it were for no other reason than to |

gratify a personal desire to become
acquainted with my subject, I shall
occupy a few moments of your time
trusting I do not speak to an unsym-
pathetic audience for, if you take no
interest in our work you would not
be here. By your past as well as
your present connection with institu-

*A paper read at the Convention of Teachers of
Deaf Mutes, New York, June, 1884,

tions for the deaf ; by your relation to
those that you teach ; by your desire to
see the survival of the fittest methods
for their instruction ; by your appre-
ciztion of the benefit that has already
characterized the oral method, and
by your sympathy for the deaf mute
generally, the moulding of his char-
acter, the enlightenment of his intel-
lect and the shaping of his destinies,
by all these motives you show an in.
terest in our work.

The tcacher of articulation, after a
few years' experience does not require
to Be told that our language possesscs
possibly the most ambiguous system
of orthography of all the languages
using the Roman letters. In treating
this subject, we will take a superficial
tetrospective view of some of the
carlier methods of writing 'by means
of which we may in a measure account
for a few of the anomalies which are
characteristic of our English spelling.

It is supposed that tke Pheenicians
were the inventors of alphabetic writ-
ing. The Egyptians and the Baby-
lonians had a system of hierogiyphics
in which they represented sounds by
figures and forms, but it was not alpha-
betic. They had a large number of
ideographs, or signs for ideas and
both employed a number of signs for
thie same sounds. Their system was
clumsy and complicated, and we are
told unfit for general use. The char-
acters used by the Babylonians did
not represent definite sounds of the
human voice as in speaking., Their
sounds had no definite value and were
sometimes used for a complete syl-
lable. The Egyptians went beyond
this. They analyzed their syllables



