
Literature in S<wol.

chose should contributc not more
than ten cents ca'ch half year. Wuh
this uii. pirtures of Iongfcllow,
Bryant, Whitticr, Tennyson, Scott,
Shakrspcare. etc., werc pirchiascd
and htmg. Flower p>ots and hanging
ba kcts compicted the firu& part Of
the ulan. Then, incidentally, as it
weic, each teaciher b>egan to talk
about the man whosc portrait hung
on thc wall. telling storics about his
school-day, his home, his faâmly,
etr. The childrcn were encouraged
to find from parents or books other
stories respecting him. Next an
offer was made to read on Friday
some intcrcsmng story that he had
written, providing certain school
tasks werc well performed. Then
some gem sclcted from this story or
poem was writtcn on the board, its
mcaning fully brought out, the sub-
stance of it given by the childrcn in
their own language, and finally it was
committed to memnory. So popular
did this work become that an hour-
previously alloted to readng and
composition --- was set apart cach
week for it, and an attempt made to
obtain a fair knowledge of a few
authors, and to commit to memory
some of their choiccst thoughts.

As time went on the work widened
and now the senior third class studies
Whittier, the teacher or some of the
pupils reading " In School a).iys,"
parts of " Among the Hills " and
"Snow Biound," " Maud Muller,"
etc. The junior fourth ciass, girk,
studies Longfellow, reading the
" Psalm of Life," "Tne Bu:lders,"
" The Arrow and the Song," "The
Ladder of St. Augustine," " King
Robert of Sicily," " The Children's
Hour," etc., while the boys read
" Tom Brown at Rugby," and two or
three of Longfellow's shorter poems.
The senior fourth class studies
Bryant and Scott, reading " The
Little People of the Snow," " Sella"
and two or three of Bryant's shorter

poerm ; and sclcrted piassages fromil
" Ivanhoe.' 'lhe îfth Class tudie
Tennyson and I)1îikens, rcading
" Enoch Arden,' "The May Queen,"
"' Ring out WNild ICells," etc., and
"-The Chrst mas arols." And as
the puils read mm h so dIo they
write miuch. Composition is con-
stant, the rcprodtilion of the sub-
stan< c of each story read of cach gen
learned bcng invarî.;Iblv recluiredI.
The pupis arc not narked for this
work, nor cxamined for pronotion
on it. They are not askd to analyse
or parse, or give the derivation of the
words occurnng in the selection, but
an honest attemnpt is madle to intcrest
then in the man and in his works, to
show them hiow to read, and to give
them a love for good readng. Whcn
the birth day of tie author, whose
work thcy are stu:ying, for the time
cornes arotind, an extra half hour is
taken, sketches of his lfe givcn,
selections from his works recited,
and, when possible, pictures of his
home shown. The author is no
longer a stranger, but a dear friend.
The pupils nay not grasp ail that is
in a selection. T'he ideas may at
times be too big for then, but they
get cnough to induce thcm to rcad
more and we are content, believing
that the lessons drawa so persistently
and lovingly from such fine sources
cannot fail to develop higher ideals.
'l'he ground is prepared and the seed
sown mn the spring time, and patiently
and hopefully we wait the future
harvest.

Other teachers would doubtless
make different selections, yet since
the above was written it gave me
pleasure to learn that Superintendent
Cole, at the Ohio 'I'eachers Associa.
tion. when suggesting that the study
of literature should begin lower down
in our schools, said: " Let the third
grade or year he the Whittier year,
the fourth, Longfellow, the fifth, Irving
and Bryant, the sixth, Tennyson and
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