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p edthe way. And thus Çe m'ay 1
p the campaw'ns of 'hurchdil, -8 !
the 'verthrow of J.ouis, and ail cisc
:h.lt was the sc("-. an_ I .' lary of
the struiggle w n the :tuarts. On the
other hand. when wc re-ach thec losc
If ihe century, England us struggling
wah a mnoveelicit which she had only
indrctly :rcated, but wh.rh she was

e .v unable to (icvelop oi to
ndeu. 'The characteristic period of

:hc cgitecnth century for England is
thai ltween the death of Anne and
the grcat war with the Republic

1 i ; 793). The first fourteen ycars
of tihe century bclong to the histor··
of the Engiish Revolution -- the last
Icars to the history of the French
keolution. The cightv vcars of com-
parative non-intervention and rest arc
for Englishmen at lcast the typical
vears ->f the eightcenth century.

I fas an era of peace. Indeed it
Wns the first era of systematic peace.
ln spite of Fontenoy and Minden,
Belleiste and Quiheron Bay, St was
the irt period in our history where
the internal welfare of the nation took
recognized place before the interests
of the dynasty, and its prestige ln
Europe. The industrial prosperity of
the nation, and the supreme authority
of Parliament, were made, for the
first time in our history, the guiding
canons of the statesman. Walpole
is the statesman of the eighteenth
cenury ; a statesman of a solid,
albeit a somewhat vulgar type. If
history was the digest of pungent
anecdote, it would be easy to multiply
epigrams about the corruption of
Walpole. Yet, however unworthy
his method, or gross his nature,
Robert Walpole created the modem
statesmanship of England. The im-
perial Chatham in one sense devel-
oped, in another sense distorted, the
policy of Walpole; much as the first
consul developed and distorted the
revolutionary defence of France.
And so the early career of William

.hitt was a merc prolong; ion of the
stemn ' ap)!c : parer v' methon,

ani more scientifir in uni, but lcss
ethicent in rcsult. Alas! iftcr '.

glorious vars as the minister ->f pt-c
and o.' ref->rn, litts rarcer ;,nd hz'.
verv nature wcre transformed by ti At
aristocra:ic panic which .. le. him
thet unwihng instrument of rearti-':.
Blit W.-Ipolc ha. l-< . name that is
a symbo of r. as that of Chat
ham and of Pitt as a vmbol of war
And thus W pe!c .;s, with all
bis imperfections Irn bis hcad, the
veritable foundcr of oui nc.ustri.
statesmanship, the Parliamentary
father of Fox, of Peel, of Cobder,
of Gladstone.

That industrial organization of
peace by means of a Parliamentary
government was the true work of our
cighteenth century ; for the European
triumphs of Anne should be counted
amongst the fruits of the heroic geniur
of William, and the crusade of Pitt
against the Republic should be
counted as a backward ste. of reac-
tionary panic. It was not x ., done
by the statesmen of peace, that in-
dustrial organization of Eng!and ; it
was most corruptly and *gnobly done;
but it was done. And it ended (we
must admit) in a monstrous perver-
sion. The expansion of wealth and
industry, which the peace-policy o
Walpole begot, stimulated the nation
to seek new outets abroad, and led
to the conquest of a vast empire.
When the eighteenth century opened,
the King of England ruled, outside of
these islands, ever some two or three
millions at the most. When the
nineteenth century opened, these two
or three had become at least a
hundred millions. The colonies and
settlements in America and in Aus-
tralia, the maritime dependencies,
the Indies East and West, were mainly
added to the rrnwn during the eigh-
teenth century, and chiefly by the
imperial polhcy of Chatham. So far
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