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it will amuse and interest him, will
aleo elevate and improve him,  (Loud
appluuse,) 1t is truly enid therefore, [
think, that the best mode of proceed-
ing is to establish a reading room
wherever a reading room can be estah-
lished, aceessible to the working man,
comfortably lighted, with a cheerful
fire, and with other requisites which
are necesspry in order to make it at-
tractive; and by so doing you present
to him, as & reasonable beingz, as a
being accountable not only to the laws
of his country, hut accountable to God,
you place before him enjoyments and
objects of interest which, when once
appreciated, will withdraw him from
those debasing pleasures in which so
many in the ahsence of other objects of
interest are disposed to indulge. I say
that this associntion appears to me to
be ane of the most useful in adopting
varied methods for effecting this object,
and for attracting people to higher and
nobler pursuits than that to which
they are naturaily inclined. It has its
reading room, it has its itinerating h-
braries,—most useful in the way of ex-
tending that knowledge which can be
Erocured through books of a valuable
sind, and placed within the reach of
remote hamlets and villages; it has its
lectures,—admirable in their way; it
has its evening classes, and those eve-
ning schools to which useful allusion
was made to-day, and which I think
are the most valuable efforts of this so-
ciety ; it has its system of examination,
and it has also those prizes which I
have seen awarded to-day—which sti-
mulate rising genivs, and which are
suflicient to induce men to devote their
minds and faculties to the attainment of
bigh and useful ends. Speaking of the
evil effeets of intemperance. I may just
advert here to some very exeellent
friends of my own in this county, with
whom 1 have had much intercourse on
the subject, but who certamnly go fur-
ther in some of their views than I can
go with them, hecause I think it is not
by prohibitory laws so much as 1t i3 by
presenting counter attractions that you
can successfully encounter and defeat
the monster evil of intemperance,
(Loud applause.) 1 was struck the
other day, in reading one of the works
of that Jumented man, Hugh Miller,
whose writings I have no doubt most of
you are acquainted with, with the pas-

sage in which he rzcords rome of bhis
earlier days, when he was actually
working as & wason, but when hismind
was nlso at work upon higher objects
than those on which his hands were en-
gnged—when he had learnt to appreci-
ate the aximsand philosophyef Bacon,
aud to return from his day's work to
his lodging to enjoy the intellectual
feasts which works of that kind present-
ed to him, He says that on one occasion
he was tempted, in his intercourse with
g fellow-countrymen, to transgress
the bonds of temperance and to indulge
with them in excessive drinking. Ie
returned to hus lodging and opened his
Bacon ; his intellect was clouded ; and
he was unable to appreciate and enjoy
it, and from that day mude a resolve—
a resolve which I believe he uniformly
maintained afterwards—never again to
cloud by intemperance that intcllect
which God bad given him ; Decause he
felt that, in doing so, he was depriving
himself of the inestimable pleasares and
enjoymenis provided for h.m by a gra-
cious and merciful Providence. Among
the attractions of these places there are
requisites besides a comfurtable fire
which are essential to a good reading
roon to maks it comfortable. I think
the most impt rtant is a useful and jud-
eions selection of books, to be placed
there for the perusal of those who are
rvited to frequent them. Now, Idon’t
mean, hy a useful and judicious selec-
tion of books, that we should very care-
fully weed our village or our town li-
braries of everythicg which the fastidi-
ous .mght think ought not to be there.
1t is by no means necessary that this
should be the mode of dealing with li-
braries. Let there be books of all kinds
in these librarics, but let the selection
be a wise and judicious selection, with
2 view to put in those lihraries broks,
which, while they attract—and there
are many of this character—will al-
so deeply interest, anl will cxcite men
to higher motives of action, and wilk
supply them with examples to guide
them in their course, in whatever sphere
of Iife they may be placed. (Loud
cheers.) :

Let me for one moment now advert
also to lectures.  No doubt a very juss
tribute of commendation has heen paid
to Mr. Grant, whom I regret is not
present now, for the lecturcs he has de-~



