EGERTON RYERSON

ceeded to commend the fact that ¢its foundation
was laid deep in the framework of our common
Christianity.” He showed then how strong was
the influence of the moral sense in his character:
“While the varying opinions of a mixed religious
society are scrupulously respected. ... it is con-
fidently expected that every child who attends
our common schools shall learn there that he is
a being who has an interest in eternity as well
as in time; that he has a Father towards whom
he stands in a closer and more affecting and
more endearing relationship than to any earthly
father, and that that Father is in heaven.” But
since the expression of these emphatic opinions
the tendency of legislation in the majority of
the provinces—but not in French Canada, where
the Roman Catholic clergy still largely control
their own schools—has been to encourage secular
and not religious education. It would be instruc-
tive to learn whether either morality or Christianity
has been the gainer.

It is only justice to the memory of a man who
died many years after he saw the full fruition of
his labours to say that Upper Canada owes a debt
of gratitude to the Rev. Egerton Ryerson for his
services in connection with its public school system.
He was far from being a man of deep knowledge or
having a capacity for expressing his views with terse-
ness or clearness. He had also a large fund of personal
vanity which made him sometimes a busybody when
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