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During the summer of 1814 conditions continued to improve
end by the end of Aupust reports confirmed the belief that the
war was nearly over and even at this early date talk of peace was
in the air. The Bay of Quinte men were nearly all at home at-
tending to the duties of their farms.

The Treaty of Ghent was sivned on Deeember 24th, 1814,
news of it reached America on February 14th, 1615, and it was
ratified on February 1£th, 1815, by the President of the United
States, Mr. Madison. This brought peace.

After the war there was much wark to be done, but the com-
unications between the Commanding Qfficers have more the air
of Commnercialismi than Militarism. \When such work was desired
the question of pay was first considered and when provisions or
-supplies were wanted prices were always mmentioned. The writer
has not fouud a single instance where pay is mentioned in the papers
und letters during the dancer period of the war. This shows that
these men knew that thev were working 1o save their homes and
. tl:eir country.

The work proved a great hoon to the settlers ahout the bay
doerine the winter months and althourh under a certain degree of
military diseipline they were well paid and they eacerly perform-
€d the duties required of them.

There was a great and increasing demund for supplies and
prices ranged so hich that the late enemy. recognized even at that
date as keen for bhusiness. soon entered the market with his sur-
plus. A letter of March 13. 1815, states that the Americans were
flocking to Kingston with their produce at very reasonahle prices
and asks what the Bay of Quinte farmers are goinz to do with
that which they have kept hack at ¢reat price.

An order issued April 2Rth, 1815, requires the eollection of all
armins and accoutremente in the hands of the militia, and instrue-
fions were given to have evervthing cleaned, and repaired when
necessary, and then sent to the store at Kingston. This appears
tc have heen the last order issned to the Bay of Quinte inen bear-
ing directly upon the war.

Few historians in writing of the war of 1812-14 dwell on the
rart taken in the war by the homesteaders of Upper Canada.
These men lived in log cahins on small bits of cleared land in a
wilderness with none of the comforts now enjoyved by the farmers



