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to work out Âts destinies in connection witli that British Empire ihÎch it had so

Iong defied.

That decision has ru-led -events lever since. Fr'm that day to this,. constii.utional

questions have occupied the attention of the Canadian people, instead of military ambition

and -the crame of war. NO _ su'ch questions could emerge under the Old Régime. Consti-

tutional development was then- impossible. The fundamental principle of the Old Ré'gime

was that the spiritual and the civil potý,,-ers ruled all subjects by Divine right, 'and therefore

that the first and last duty of govern-

ment was to train the people under a

long line of absolute functionaries,'re

ligious and civil, to obey, the powers

that be. A demand for representative

institutions could hardly be expected

to come in -those circumstances from

the French Canadians. Their ambition

extended no further than the hope that

they might be governed economically,
on a hard-money basis, and accordin9

-to their own traditions. Their rel àtion

to the land, their disposition, habits

and t r«aining, their unquenchable, Celtic

love for their language, laws and re-
HOUSE-TO WHICH MON"I*GO:ýIERY'S BÔDY WAS CARRIED. ligion, made, thém eminently conserva-

tive. From the day the British flagi- -floated over their heads, they camie into the

possession of ricrhts and privilegps of which their fathers had never dreamed. The

contrast between -their condition. under Great Britain with what it had been' under

France, -could hot be described more forc.ibly than it was by Papineau in the year

1820 on the hustings of Montreal: -Then-under France 'trade ýwas monopolised by
privilecred Companies, public and private property often pillaged, and the inhabitants

dragçred' year after year from their hornes. and families to shed théir - blood, from, the

shores of the Great Lakes, from the banks -of the Mississippi and the Ohio, to Nova

Scotia, Newfotindland, and Hudson's Bay. Now religious toleration, trial by jury, the

act of Habeas Corbus, afford lecral and equal- security to all,.. and we n'eed submit to noC)
other laws but those of our own making. All these advantages have become our

birthright, and shall, I hope, be the lasting inheritance'of our postefity." But a disturbing

element had crradually worked its way. amoncr the habilàits,-in the form of merchants,

officials, and other British resident' in the cities. anà United. Empire Loyalists from

the States, and disbanded*soldiers,- to whom grants of-'land had been made in various

parts of the Province, and especially in the eastern townships. From -this minôrity


