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the smallpox, then raging there. But the aboriginal
families settled at Sillery are steadfast in their faith
and religious duties. The missionaries are especial-
ly consoled by the discretion of some Indian girls,
who refuse to marry men that are not baptized, and
refer their suitors to the Fathers for answer. The
baptized Indians so faithfully observe fast days and
Lent, that they abstain from meat in the midst of
others who are feasting thereon; and even pass two
days without eating any food, while hunting during
Lent, rather than: eat meat. The writer describe§
‘the conversions, baptisms, pious acts, and -family
* affairs of the earliest Indian settlers at Sillery, most
of whom are now Christians. The missionaries are
deeply grieved at the misfortune which befalls these
families late in the summer of this year (1639),—an
attack of smallpox; the disease was brought by some
Indians who had been trading with the Abenakis of
Maine. Frangois Xavier Nenaskoumat and Nogl
Negabamat, the head men, are both stricken, and re-
moved to the hospital at Quebec; while others of
— their followers are also-afflicted with various diseases.
Buf\h\sem@s appear only to strengthen the faith
dnd resignation of & _
Le Jeune relates the conversion;-and the pious sen-
timents expressed by several of his neophytes. One .
"is a young Algonkin, “ whose conversion alone more
‘than sufficiently repays all the trouble and expense
incurred for the salvation of the Savages.”” So full
of self-abnegation is he that, in the depth of winter,
he goes'in a thin, worn robe, refusing to wear the
- good one given him by thé Fathers, for these rea-
sons: ‘I fear that my body, if I supply it with com-
forts and cover it warmly, will be always urging me



