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the table. But their faces gave evidence of no other emotion than that
of ordinary interest.

“Yes, the Czarina’s diamonds,” repeated the man with the black
tie. “It was a necklace of diamonds. I was told to take them to the
Russian Ambassador in Paris who was to deliver them at Moscow. I
am a Queen’s Messenger,” he added.

“Qh, I see,” exclaimed Sir Andrew in a tone of relief. “And you
say that this same Princess Zichy, one of the victims of this double
murder, endeavored to rob you of—of—that cigar-case.”

“And the Czarina’s diamonds,” answered the Queen’s Messenger
imperturbably. “It’s not much of a story, but it gives you an idea of
the woman’s character. The robbery took place between Paris and
Marseilles.”

The Baronet interrupted him with an abrupt movement. “No,
no,” he cried, shaking his head in protest. “Do not tempt me. I
feally cannot listen. I must be at the House in ten minutes.” v

“I am sorry,” said the Quee’¥ Messenger. He turned to those
seated about him. “I wonder if the other gentlemen”— he inquired
tentatively. There was a chorus of polite murmurs, and the Queen's
Messenger, bowing his head in acknowledgment, took a preparatory
sip from his glass. At the,same moment 'the servant to whom the man
with the black pear] had spoken, slipped a piece of paper into his band.
He glanced at it, frowned, and threw it under the table.

The servant bowed to the Baronet..

“Your hansom is waiting, Sir Andrew,” he said.

“The necklace was worth twenty thousand pounds,” began the
Queen’s Messenger. “It was a present from the Queen of England
1o celebrate”®— The Baronet gave an exclamation of angry annay-
ance.

‘@pon my word, this is most provoking,” he interrupted. “I
really ought not to stay. But I certainly mean to hear this.” He
turned irritably % the servant. “Tell the hansom to wait,” he com-
manded, and, with an air of a boy who is playing truant, slipped
guiltily into his chair.

The gentleman with the black pearl smiled blandly, and rapped
upon the table.

“QOrder, gentlemen,” he said. “Order for the story of the Queen’s
Messenger and the Czarina’s diamonds.”
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CHAPTER IL

HE necklace was a present from the Queen of Eng-

“No one knew of this except the Queen’s Messenger of th{n I
spoke. We once left Paris together on the Orient Express. 1 was
going to Constantinople and he was to stop off at Vienna. On the
journey I told him of my peculiar way of hiding things and sh@wed
him my cigarcase. If I recollect rightly, on that trip it held the
grand cross of St. Michael and St. George, which the Queen was send-
ing to our Ambassador. The Messenger was very much entertaited
at my scheme, and some monits later when he met the Princess he told
her about it as an amusing story. Of course, he had no idea she was

i a Russian spy. He didn’t know anything at all about her, except that

she was a very attractive woman. It was indiscreet, but he could not
possibly have guessed that she could ever make any use of what he
told her.

“Later, after the robbery, I remembered that I had informed this
young chap of my secret hiding-place, and when I saw him again 1
questioned him about it. He was greatly distressed, and said he had
never seen the importance of the secret. He remembered he had told
several :people of it, and among others the Princess Zichy. In that

| way I found out that it was she who had robbed me, and I know that
from the moment I left London she was following me and that she

knew then that the diamonds were concealed in my cigar-case.

“My train for Nice left Paris at ten in the morning. When I
travel at night I generally tell the chef de gare that I am a Queen’s
Messenger, and he gives me a compartment to myself, but in the day-

| time T take whatever offers. On this morning I had found an empty

compartment, and I had tipped the guard to keep every one else out,
nét from any fear of losing the diamonds, but because I wanted to
emoke. e had locked the door, and as the last bell had rung I sup-
1 began to arrange my traps and make

posed I was to travel alone,

bie. The diamonds in the cigar-case were in the inside
v «oat, and &s they made a bulky package, I took
them out, intending to put them in my hand bag, Itisa small satchel
 a bookmaker’s, or those hand bags that couriers carry. I wear i
slung from a strap across my shoulder, and, no matter whether I am

self comfor

sitting or walking, it never leaves me.

“I took the cigar-case which held the necklace from ‘my inside
pocket and the case which held the cigars out of the satchel, and whilg
T was searching through it for a box of matches I laid the two cases
beside me on the seat.

“A't that moment the train started, but at the same instant there

| was a rattle at the lock of the compartment, and a couple of porters
| lifted and shoved a woman through the door, and hurled her rugs and

umbrellas in after her.
“Instinctively I reached for the diamonds. T shoved them quickly

into the satchel and, pushing them far down to the bottom of the bag,
| snapped the spring lock. Then I put the cigars in the pecket of my
| coat, but with the thought that now that I had a woman as a travelling
| companion I would probably not be allowed to enjoy them.

| rugs had landed at my side. I thought if I hid the fact that the lady =

“One of her pieces of luggage had fallen at my feet, and a roll of

| 'was not welcome, and at once endeavored to be civil, she might permit
| me to smoke. So I picked her hand bag off the floor and asked her |
| where I might place it.

land to the Czarina of Russia,” began the Queen’s |

“Tt was to celebrate the occasion of
Our Foreign Office knew

Messenger.
the Czar’s coronation.

that the Russian Ambassador in Paris was to pro-

ceed to Moscow for that ceremony, and I was
directed to go to Paris and turn over the necklace

to him. But when I reached Paris I found he had not expected me |

for a week later and was taking a few days’ vacation 4t Nice. His

people askedyne to leave the necklace with them at the Embassy, but |

T had been charged to get a receipt for it'from the Ambaseador him-
gelf,'so I started at once for Nice. The fact that Monte Carlo is not
two thousand miles from Nice may have had something to do with
making me carry out my instructions so carefully._
“Now, how the Princess Zichy came to find out about the necklace
I don’t know, but I can guess. As you have just heard, she was at
ome time a spy in the service of the Russian government. And after
they dismissed her she kept up her acquaintance with many of the
Russian agents.in London. It is probable that through one of them
she learned that the necklace was to be sent to Moscow, and which
one of the Queen’s Messengers had been detailed to take it there.
8till, I doubt if even that knowledge would have helped her if she had
aot also known something which I supposed no one else in the world
kmew but myself and one other man. And, curiously enough, the
pther man was 2 Queen’s Messenger t0o, and a friend of mine. You
st know that up to the time of this robbery I had always concealed
my dispatches in a manner peculiarly my own. I got the idea from
that play called ‘A Serap of Paper.” -In it a man wants to hide a cer-
tain compromising document. He knows that all his rooms will be
pecretly searched for it, so he puts it in a torn envelope and sticks it
op where any one can see it on his mantel shelf. The result is that
. the woman who is ransacking the house to find it looks in all the un-
Aikely places, but passes over the scrap of paper that is just under her
mose. Sometimes the papers and packages they give us to carry about
Europe are of very great value, and sometimes they are special makes
f cigarettes, and orders to court dressmakers. Sometimes we know
what we are carrying and sometimes we do not. If it is a large sum
of money or a treaty, they generally tell ve. But, as a rule, we have
@0 knowledge of what the package contains; so, to be on the safe side,
we natarally take just as great care of it as though we knew it held
the terms of an ultimatum or the crown jewels. ‘As a rule, my con-
freres carry the official packages in a despatch-box, which is just as
obvious as a lady’s jewel bag in the hands of her maid. Evefy one
¥nows they are carrying something of value. They put a premium on
dishonesty. Well, after I saw the ‘Serap of Paper’ play, 1 determined
to put the government valuables in the most unlikely place that any
one would look for them. So I used to hide the documents they gave
' me inside my riding-boots; and small articles, such as money or jewels,
T carried in an old cigar-case. After I took to using my case for that
. purpose I bought a new one, exactly like it, for my cigars. But to
 avoid mistakes, I had my initials placed on both sides of the new ome,
A\ and the moment I touched the case, even in the dark, I could tell
\
\
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/

which it was by the raised initials. e
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“As I spoke I looked at her for the first time, and saw that she was,
a most remarkably handsome woman.

(Continued in next i
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o | that it is dead out
Girand Centra (£0 avas. -
| (4.) Don’t build your fire in leaves
. { rotten wood or other
Ll\ery’ Stab!e : material.
(5.) Don’t .build your fire a
LIVERY BOAKDING & BAITING. | Jaree or botiow tox.
hard to be sure when it has been
entirely put out.

To these “dont’s’” it may be add

ed that in windy weather, or in a
dangerous place, it is well to confine
the fire:in a hole dug clean dowfv to
the mineral soil. A fire may smoul-
der in thé humus, or ‘‘duff’’ for days
lrml_v waiting for a stroing breeze to
{fan it into a flame that may burn
over miles of timber. ¥

Summer tourists and ¢ampers un
fortunately have a bad reputation
among the owners of timber-limits
as being a frequent cause of fires.
Such fires could be prevented, al-
most without exception, by a_little
extra care on the part of the canfp-
ers, who have been the umnintention-

‘al cause of much forest destruction.
{and who have just as real an inter-
{ est in the preservation of the forests
as the owners of the timber them-
selves. The rules given above are the
{result of long . experience and  obser:
vation on the part of many “woods-
men and lumbermen as to th® origin
of fires from this cause, and are
{ earnestly commended to the atten-
:tion of campers, sportsmen and
"others.

The need for observing them is-em-
phasized by the occurrence a few
days ago of serious fires in the Lake
St. John district in Quebec, one vil-
lage being wiped out; the fires are
thought to have originated from
fires left by ﬁshe}men.
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Passengers driven to and from

trains within the town limits, 25c.

Hauling baggage and light truck- |
ing will receive prompt attention. i

Teams to let by the day or hour.

SPECIAL OFFER.—We will wash

and oil your wagon, clean, your har-
ness and groom your horse, all for
the small sum of 75 cents.

» Harness, also new |
_ Feam & Harness |
Collars at low prices.
Also good stock
Trunks, Bags, Suit Cases
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Church envelopes plain or printe
at MONITOR OFFICE.
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The s James \\‘1111;zn‘,E
the first steel ship

Nova Scotia, was

el schoonel
constructed in |
succe Ny |

| launched on the 14th inst. She is

named after the late Senator, James
William Carmichael. She is a three-4
masted schooner, 131 fect keel, 37
feet beam, 14.6 depth of hold, and
146 feet in .length over all, with tn)n-\

\

|

i nage about 490 net. The large quan

tity of steel
wae almost altagether

used in the building
the product |
of the Nova Scotia Steel Company.!
supplied everything that was,
The ship was built by 1. Matheson |
& Co., iron founders, for J. W. Car-|
michael & Co. is intendedl for
the coastal lumber - trade hrztwcen;
Canadian ports and the TUnited|
States in summer and in the winter
will carry pine from the Gulf ;“anSj
to ths West Indies. {
This afternoon a  numiber of vrom- |
inent citizens and visitors boarded !
a special train for Pictou L':iﬂu]n':,%
where a steamer took thgm for u;
sail on Pictou harbor, and while on
this trip the citizens prcsent;c.’. Jas,
C. McGregor with a $500 silver ser-
vice, suitably engraved, in token of
their appreciation of his ener-sy.and
push in inaugurating
ment.

such a move

L
The Famous Pedestrian
-
Gentlemen:— ’

‘I was a martyr to catarrh of the
head, throat and stomach. I was so bad
the doctors feared comsumption. I
tried many physicians and medicines.
A friend suggested Psychine. I tried
it and it was the only thing ever did
me any good. I am now perfectly well.
It is the greatest remedy the world
has ever known. I do not need it for
my health now but I use it as a
strengthener for my walking matches. I
owé much of my physical endurance to
Psychine.’’

JAMES- REYNOLDS,
Port Hope, Ont.

Psychine ‘is the greatest geure for
catarrh of the head, throat or stomach
in the world.® It is a wonderful tonie
and strengthemer of run down system,
acting directly on all the vital organs,

.giving youthful vigor and st ength to
the system. At all druggists and $1,
or Dr. T. A. Slocum, Limited, Toronto.
_’__’.—_____.———_-';‘_—'—;_—_——__'=

Burbank's Frost Experiment

For over t\\'Lnty\'-ﬁ\'e years we have
heard of the Burbank potato, but
very few could have:imagined

y behind that name and into what

ater meaning it ‘Wwould

what

grow.
Potato hoeing is usus

y dull, tiresome

Luther Burbank -took ¢

view. He looked at his

patch, in New E

more i
experimer

= to. For the

k has pl:
potatoes on an
, with 10,000 kinds
he - dil 7

to perfect the white tuber

studies

orm and flavor.
Until recently it was alme
iblg to obtain either tu
the ‘‘Irish’’ potato in i
inal wild form from its ancient
bitat in South Americe,. There,
high up in the peaks of the Andes,
the potato plant still finds food on
the grim, gaunt rimgs of extinct vol-
canoes, and slowly, in two year
time, develops into one shapele
tuber. But, the Indians of|those re
gions gre as wild and resistant as
the  potato, and  fiercely prevented
encroachments by white men until
civilization took the form™_gf whis-
key. It is true that th%eds are
washed down the sides 6f the moun-
tains, but the plant changes form in
its descent,
worst weed the people have. Moré
than 10,000 seedings, Mr. Burbank
says, of this weed are found upon a
ngle acre. He has been importing
specimens of the origipal wild form
from the coast of the Chile and
crossing. them | with others of his cul-
tivated types, from the results se-
lecting the best for further develop-
ment. Of the new varieties alreadv
obtained, Mr. Burbank s some are
almost as sweet as sweet potatoes.
Certainly the world will await with
great curiosity and eaual faith ~the
final results of this present ries of
potato experiments.-—Scieatific Amer
jican
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Steel

finally becoming the |

The Kind Y w IZave Always Bought, and which has been

in use for over S vears, has borne tho signature of
’

otd has been made under his per-
W , sonal sup<rvision since its .ufancy.
v ¢ Allow no onetodeceive youin this.

All Counterfeits, Imitations and ¢ Just-as-good » aro but
Lxperiments thag trifie with and endanger the health of
Infants and Children—Experience against Experiment.

What is CASTORIA

Castoria is a harmless substitute, for Castor Oil, Pare-
goric, Drops and Soothing Syrups. 1t is Pleasant. It
contains ncither Opium, Morphine nor other Narcotic
substance. Its age is its gnarantce. It destroys Worms
und allays Fcverishness. It cures Diarrhea and Wind
Colie. It relicves Teething Troubles, cures Constipation
wnd Flatulency. It assimilates the Food, regulates the
Stomach and Bowels, giving healthy and natural sleep.
The Children’s Panacea—The Mother’s Friend.

cenuvine CASTORIA ALWAYS <

Bears the Signature of

gt 2t

The Kind You Have Always Bought
* fn Use For Over 30 Years.

THE CENTAUR COMPANY, T7 MURRAY STREET, NEW YORK wITY.

ufacturers Lifein 1907
‘ ﬂ (&_omp‘ari;sﬁ_s_hjwing RQMMROMQV PngfQSS.

ITEM t INCREASE

$164,68747 *

2 $1,847,286.06 | $2,011,973.53 |
| 326630 420.982,51 94,3585 -
% 2,433,114.15 239.594-96
! ; 0,459:230.69 986,859.17

st ardd Rents

Insﬁraﬁce m Force Dec. 31, 1907-=-$51,237,157.00

No other Canadian Company has ever
cqualled this record at the same age. A
i -
/ L
General Agent, Western Nova - Scofi
OFFICE - MIDDLETON, XN. S.
E. R. MachumCo, Ltd,, St. John. N. B,

OVINCES.-
&

Ranges

XYY

Steel Ranges from $20. up to $50.

Also a full line of......

Iron Ranges and “ook Stoves.

n Cfowe |
Cho

Gifts

You'’ll find at our store many things in

Sterling Silver, Platedware, Cut Glass,

etc which we have just opened for the

coming Wedding Season’ We invite

you to come and inspect our stock.

grices always the lowest, quality the
est.

E. SANCTON, BRIDGETOWN.

BRIDGETOWN BOOT AND SHOE STORE

Our new Lines for Spring and Summer comprise the

best and most up-to-daie Goods in Ladies’ Footwear -
in the market, including:-- Patent Bals, Button Oxfords,
Buckle O

fords, Tan Blucher Oxfords{Patent Slippers.

No trouble to show gos\df:\ .

E. A. COCHRANE.

Murdoch Block, Grauville Street. b

Advertise in the Monitaf” ;j;
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