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ELECTRIC RAILWAY

of Uplands Farm. Still
ptiating With Officers
of Company

tions are still in progress
he owners of the Uplands
ated near Cadboro Bay, and
gement of the B. C. Electri:
om any for the extensioa of
’s system frcm the,Willows
to that property, a distince
la. mile.
dersto»d that no decision h.s
reached. R. H Sperling, gea
ger of the tramway compa™y,
ed to vise Victeria in the
a few days. During his stay
matter will be discussed, and
babie that on that occasioa
is of a mutually satisfactcry
ent will be agreed upon. If
kiations do not result fawni-
s hardly likely that the ex-
f the system in that directin
onsidered at the present time.
s stil] in progress in the sub-
of the Uplands farm.. It is
bd, however, that the firm is
to place the land on the
It is understood that this is
be deferred, at least, for one
onths, as there are necessary
hents planned, which will take
e to complete.

5} e SEREN
PRAISES AMERICA.
-Bannerman Refers to Peace
n Canada and United States.

, May 15.—Sir Henry Camp-
herman speaking at Manchester
; should be thankful that Bal-
at last been brought into line
uestion of colonial preference,
ight have refrained from col-
in such a penitent form until
lts of the nation had reéturned
is' move to create discussions
the government and the col-
d been defeated. To quote
that Europe was living in an
amp, he described the 3,000
frontier between the United
and Canada, and = continued,
ould be finer than :this high
God— (cheers)—under which
hese two free sister . mations
urity of that defenceless bar-
banish these symbels of strife,
L and suspicion on their high-
frontier. (Cheers.) The rela-
so established was not less no-
those which published between
ons of the old world,,natlons
till hug an ancient blasphemy
ed force is the only title to
the only guarantee of security.
ew world has shown us & more
way. Heaven help theste Sé‘::t
ations of free people to r
prosper and to go on in all that
eal strength to a state, to main-
all its radiance their bright ex~
(Cheers.)

N ek S R
TO WORK IN BANK
to, May 13.—A number of
Scotchmen  arrived in Toypnu:
r the Canadian Bank of un‘l‘ld

They will report to the, hea
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CHILD'S PARADISE]

Every Facility Here for Developing
Vigor of Youth - :

Ian St. Clair, ‘physical instructor in
e public schools ‘of the city, inter-
ved by a Colonist reporter respect-

e advantages possessed by Vic=

as a playground

quite agree that the best place to
in is the best place for children.
~ health and education is the first
to be ‘considered. Victoria is
to the gont in ‘that line. You
-, of course; that it was stated in a
h admiralty report that this is
healthiest naval station in' the
h Empire. No 6ne could expect
er tribfite than that; and I ean
¢ you there is much to “back it
up.

p'-'rzme are the health statisties, for
nce. There is no place to. my
owledge that can make Bo. go00d &
ing. But instead of rhapsodizing
over official reports and- figures to
prove that this s the place for chil«
dren, you can come with me and I will
i duce you to the gentlemen of “my
cuard” and “daddy’s girls,” and T will
Jeave it to them to, convince you. ;
“Yes, I have been here'a mumber of
s. I am almost ‘an old timér. I
like Victoria very much and have made
a close study of chfld life here. The
majority of our ohildren are British
Columbians born and ‘bred.” We: ‘have
2 fair sprinkling of children from othgr
provinces, but of late years there has
been a great influx from Great Brifain,
Australia and other countries, will
point out pretty good physical Speci-
mens of these children to you and you

can draw your own conelusions. .
“The public men of this city are Just
as kean to get the proper value' of one
of Victoria’s assets as another. You
know what I mean. For instance, its
geographical position is one aSset; its
attractions for tourists is another, and
its superiority as a place for children
is not lost sight of, I can tell you. They
are so much alive to the importance of
maintaining Victoria’s position as a
gymnasium and swimming school,
that there is always a controversy of
some sort going on about water sup-
ply, sanitation and things Of that sort.
“The most remarkable thing I have
noticed here is the almost 'tptal abe
sence of weaklings. = One would think’
that those “mfortunates weré kept at
nome. and. . ihat.e0Rl¥ «dhe wsirapping
boys- and "= = > i

of themselyes wwere: allowed &0~ &a‘whg

school. X .\;ﬂ.ﬁ-il'llllﬁ Yﬂn‘:‘ :

the case. They are not k\%]‘)f'at home
in other. cities and peither are they
here—they are so few in number that
it would'take & head master to find
the décimal percentage.

“A great deal that I am told by visit-
ors -&t’'isehool .parade . grounds . is

simply ‘theé ‘corfect thing’ to say to a|

majog: iagtructor; but I am. thorsughly
convinced that most of what I am told
is anything but a formality and 1is
prompted by the excellent work of the
assistant *instructors’ and the children
themselves. .  The most common - re-
mark is ‘What & number of English
faces, and again, ‘You have a higher
type of children generally than I have
ever known.’ ;

“Now we are at my first school for
the day. The head master's class and
the first assistant’s will be the first to
claim my attention. The next com-~
pany will consist of three junior* di-
visions; the mnext two. of four inter-
mediate classes. I give each of these
companies drill for half an hour twice
a week and see to it that the assist-
ant instructors ‘carry out the orders
for the day. ‘There is some;very fine
work done by the senior classes. Thelr:
aptitude for picking up the most ad-
vanced exercises speaks wonders for’
the work done by the teachers of the
other parts of their education, I may
tell you that the boys of this school’
won the provineial football champion«:
ship and, better still/ almost every lad
in the head master’s room will pass for
the physical certificate before hie goes
up to the high school entrance exam-
ination. :

“That little girl over there is .a re-
markably fine swimmer. Among the

s she has won are no fewer than
Governor's medals. Sir Henrl

ly de Lotbiniere, when governor]
of British Columbia;. encouraged the

CL n to, learn swimming, by pres-

medals -for competition in the

, and our preswnt governor has
 kindly continued ‘the custom.

e is Kkeen competition for ese

s at the close of the annual sum-
course of instruction in  swim-
lning; and it shows the sort of girl
she is to have won 80 many.  Almost
é \ny of those girlsas of the boysy
> first-clags swimming certificates.
obtain one of  these certificates,

Is have to swim at least a quarter
mile, not only: in & bathing suit,

t completely dressed in their ordin-

v clothing. Yes, it is hard, still the

Is pass the same requirements as
the boys. Besides the distance swim-
ming there is the life-saving practice,
and the course of .instruction in re-

citating the apparently drowned to
passed before the certificate - is
ued. The Royal Humane Society, at
nnual meeting held last March,
commended’ the. work done by
vs and girls, and authorized the
shment of competitions . here
s society’s bronze medal and cer-
n vellum for proficiency in the
theory and practice of life sav-
sea. You will admit this -is
ing to be proud of, for the only
s that have received :this ‘mark
distinction are - the great public
¢ of the United Kingdom, and
i selected ' training ships. ¥You
understand the ' importance . of
ng swimming properly here as
is the most important sea-

ng place on the Pacific coast,

iin sure that I eould not tell even

s the extent of the beaches
easy walk of, . the residential
ions of the city, weé are not con-
to one place. for sea-bathing, and

for children, |

consequently we happily avoid the
garishness that generally prevalls - in
a sea-bathing resort. -1 have seen the
world famed bays of the Mediterraf-
ean and other parts of Hurope, as well
as over here, and I bélieve there s
nothing to compare with Cordova Bay,
Cadboro Bay, Fowl Bay, Oak Bay, Ks-

Neptune's 'domains.  Thess s.
are the Victoria children’s main play

centive to the practice of athle
and all kinds of games common
the United Kingdom and the  older
parts of Canada ate enjoyed here, 7
“The public parks at Beacon Hill and
ther parts of the c¢ity give ample
cope for thelr practice. Y
“I am glad to tell you that the schoal
wuthorities keep a close. watch on our
hool matches.” We organized the
athletic. associstion to “earry out thp
games ih & rationdl way, ‘It has suc-
ceeded admirably, and you will not
find 'so much bitterness «in connection

parts of the New World. s
“I ‘often- think - that ‘the reason Vic-
toria 1s called the most English city

love of sport of all descriptions pos-
sessed by the people here. At our
schoold we ‘¢arry ‘out our games quite
on the same principle as in Great
Brifain. ‘'We have Rugby and Assoclds
tion football and a lacrosse league

meet each  other, but more attention
is given to the géneral practice of
the game in schools. than'to the ex-

tatives.

“The great charm of Victoria i
that its surroundings. afford a scope
for enjoyment of a varied description.
There is dear old Mt. Tolmie, Mt

mountaineers - to scale, lanes as lover
1y to 'wandet ‘through as those

of natural history-—~the child’s
fascinating employment., i p

“Althaugh' the city. hag -become the,
fashionable and popular summer res-
ort of the Dominion, nothing approach-:
ing to cfowdedness exists.
grounds are ideal,

m‘os_tf

a8 extensive a8

Fer-physteal~typy™or= ‘Fi‘g't;
will observe on.evers hand.-s . .o

ATHLETIC SPORTS

By Herbert Cuthbert, Sécretary of
Victoria Tourist Association

Wherever there is found = an. “abun-
dance of outdoor sport and recreation

will find & city of homes and content-
ed people.

In my experienceé on two continents
I have never found a city even twice
the, size of beautiful Victoria, “The
HEver Greer City of Canada,” ' where
there was = more ..outdoor recréation
than in this, the most western city in
this Dominion and in the British Em-
pire. : I have described it, and I be-
lieve aptly, “The City of the Young.”
In my wanderings to and fro.I have
occasiohally met young men in other
cities once residents of Victoria, who
have been transferred through promo-
tion, and if ever one were c¢alled upon
“to listen to & 'tale of wve,” "it was
from these gentlemen on their bad
luck in being called upon to enjoy a
better. palarv, but to lose those pleas-
upes, ‘and ‘environments  which had
been 50 much to ‘them in Victoria.

Victoria is acknowledged to. be the
most English city on the continent
and in_nothing is it more so than in
its appetite for all kinds of outdoor
recreations, athletics and sport. There
is a reason for this. The city possess-
es .exceptional facilities, unequalled I
think, in any other city, either in the
old or new world, for. the encourage-
ment of eéveryvthing of this nature.

In: Beacon Hill park, over three hun-
dred acres in extent, the people have
not only a beautiful park, but a per-
fect recreation ground that is the de-
Hght of every youngster in the city.
Situate@l on the sea coast within fif-
teen minutes walk of every part of
the city, containing-an aviary, swings
for children, menagerie, bear pits, deer
runs, pleasure gardens, artificial lakes
—the home of graceful swans—beéau-
tiful drives and walks benedth fine
old oaks and splendid maples, and
above all, that magnificent hill from
which it takes its name, and from
the summit of which there is a view
of ‘sea, mountain and ‘sky unsurpass-
ed in the whole world, no wonder this
splendid public park is appreciated. It
is on the sloping sides and at the base
of this hill that successive generations
of Victorians have learned to become
proficient in lacrosse, baseball, rugby
and association football, and the time
honored English game of cricket,
There are 'naturally, ¢clubs and associ-
ations representing each of these
branches of sport, and it is only a
few years since the Victoria lacrosse
team toured ¥astern Canada; playing
every team of note and returning with
an unbroken record. The .clubs of
the military at Work Polnt barracks
always: provided excellent competition
for the Victoria elevens,

Victoria being almost entirély sur-
rounded with the calm waters of the
Straits of Juan de Fuca, and having
an inlét of the sea - running almost
through the centre of the city, it can
re:'guy ‘be imagihed “that there are
few places, if any, that can afford the
same facilities for aquatic sports. Only
last year in the moftith of October, a
young busitiess man who felt a day's
outing would do him'good, hired a
row boat, and in company with' his
wife, spent ‘the  afternoon leisurely
trolling off the cliffs along the Dallas
road, returning about five with four
large salmon. | Thig is - not by. any
means an . isolated cdse. -It-is.a sport
and recreation that is obtainable gl-
most .at. any time  during certéin
months.  Of course thése waters afford

the very best opportunity. for -sailing,
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for the Young—Esquimalt’s Awakening Near—Stream

grounds. g
“The bracing climate isa strong in-

with sport here as you will in other| F

out of Hngland, is on account of the|

i ]
which the crack players 'of each schoolj |

hibitions of the school’s best represens|

Douglés, and Cedar hill for -the 1ittle]. |

inf
Devonshire, and facilities for the study|

they are ehcﬁg;tin‘g;’ dnd most surely]
constitute -the~foundationof Hre—high-/|.

i &

Why Here Are Found Beautiful Children—A thletics

and Wood Now Beckoning Man

and we have a flourishing yacht club
with a considerable membership. There
is no finer sight than to see the beau-
tiful waters of the Straits dotted with
the graceful yachts: of the pebdple of
Vietaria: and neighboring cities on the.
oceasion of “their ‘annual; taces, which
tan be followed with ' interest: | by
spectators from  the cliffs, A retent
visitor who enjoyed :this form of out-

Our play>] ..

A
door life in Victorla in ‘describing her
experience, #aid:’ “One Saturday, an
ideal day, we criised’the livélong day
on the placld waters of the Straits of

e

we had coversd over a hundred miles.
d _a?’ a 'c%,a.ming night and
BL s

t scéng
"Ag th

for young men and womeén, there you|’

- i i “'L}». A i .' 5 ," Y 'f_.,_"
ffeal Bedi ‘i?Spr%-BlMS.—cw*Vi’ew o{ﬁwx and Ross

e G

lhind the mighty Olympics, . the moon

made - its appearance from behind the
rugged Cascades, ag if .these two great
prbs were playing hide and seek with
each other. While we were still gazing
from the deck of the boat, ‘the beauty
of the scene- was greasly = émhanced
by. the lordly Mount Baker appearing
idin full view, covered with its snowy
painted so vi

. |possess. what has .been described

Sl et

it's.

The Call of The Outdoors

HoWw Nature Is Beckoning Man to Partake of Its. Offerings, by H. F. Puller’

SR
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“The  water is  still rather high in
the Cowichan,” said G T. ¥Fox when
referring to a trip made by him on
Friday and Saturday of last week.
#The" water '~is high but not high
‘enough to interfere with ‘the sporf. I
had a splendid time. On this trip I
did@ what I never was lucky enough to
‘do ‘before. I hooked On threee.fish at
one east in & pool in the upper reach
near Green’s. It is'not often the fish
are as easy as thats I used c¢hiefly Jock
Scott, March Brown, Orange Tip, a
specialty of my own, Black Amnt, and
Ola Ginger.

“My plan is to try a pool first with
a small spoon about the size of a ten-
cent plece. They také this quicker and
in that way I find out whether there
are plenty of fish there,. As soon as I
have tested this I
use nothing but fly.

“Bait? Oh, no.

B ait fishing is
gomething 11 k e
shooting & bird
standing. One fish
caught with a fly is
worth twenty
chught ©+  with -
worm. As 'a rule
sportsmen do munot
use bait. If they
can’t use & flv they
wait until they can.

“The best fish I
caught was a three-
pounder from the
Siwash Rips, about
four ‘miles ~down
from Lakeside Ho-
tel. There were
plenty of fish too in
Gillespie’s pool, al=. |
though they were '
not quite so eager:
here on this occas-
ion as in ‘some of
the other spots, « 1L
did not try the lake
and heard of no one
else doing so. It is
too early for lake
fishing.

“There were .a
number of people
from the city .and from Duncang up
there. The roads are good. for -biking
and the country is delightful just now.
A little snow still remains on the tops
of the hills, but it was very hot in the
valley:. I put up at the Lakeside where
they treated me splendidly. There is
nothing like ‘® trip to Cowichan Lake
at this season of the year. J. Collison
was with mé and he also enjoyed: the
trip thoroughly.”

Mr. Fox is not alone in his praise of
the  Cowichan sport. Mr. Hume of
Vancouver and. Ex-Governor Mackin-
tosh were up a few days ago and had
sorhe good fishing.. Mr, Monteith, Sr.,
also paid the river a visit during the
week and fanded some two-pounders,
Hamiltén Smith and Harry Moss are
up thére now and something worth

- — e e——
T
mentioning. is expected from them,
Of those who went to Sooke this
week  Messrs, Behnsen, Robson, Me-
Keowh and another, got one hundred
and fifty good fish among them. Oth-
ers were not quite as successful.- On
the way up:those .in the stage wagon
passed quite close to a couple of deer.
While the fish at Sooke.do not rise to
the fly as well as they take bait, yef
fly fishers managed to get a dozen fish
each, an adequate:reward for a good
sport. There.are a great many grouse
of both varieties in” that district.
Messrs: Anderson, Peters and Staple-
don caught about thirty nice trout in
Prospect Lake a few days 4go. Speak-
ing .of this lake'reminds one that the
Ceme company have built & dam
across the stream and havé not yet

g ~

A Day’s Catch Near Victoria

constructed any fish ladders. The same
state of affairs obtaing, I am told, at
the Colguitz stream at the head of the
Arm.. A'concrete dam hast:been built
which effectually prevents the fish as-
cending the stream. Since netting has
Peen stopped’in the 'Arm fishing thers
has improved and this year some splen-
did sport has been -obtained. * Some
boys living up there have been in the
habit.of eatching énough fisk for break-
fast almost évery morning before go-
img to school. ;

In the Colonist  last week a letter
signed by W. A. Rountree .was. pub~
lished in which the Writer accuses local
sportsmeén of favoring a long open sea-
son. ' If T remember rightly, the Vic-
toria Fish and Game Club seme time
ago ‘passed -a resolution asking that the

i B Es iy
open -Sedson be reduced.. There is a
quite general opinion among local men
that the season is too long. It is gen-
erally urged too that all the .shooting
should bégin at the same time. When
a person is out after grouse it is a very
common thing for him to bring down
a pheasant in mistake. If he does S0
he must either throw the dead bird
away or run the risk of being heavily
fined and receiving at the same time
odium that is the natural heritage of
the lawbreaker. While there would be
some hardship’incurred in the shooting
of the blue grouse, which take to the
hills in October, yet it would give the
chicks of the other variety a chamce to
grow'up, so that they may be able to
take care of themselves. Shooting half
grown chicks is not much fun,
e Bird hunters will
be glad to know that
t h e capercailzie
have been' geen this
spring so it isilikely
that the efforts of
the local club in im-
porting them has
been successful. I
have hedrd a num-
ber of enquiries as
to what to call the
female of the black
cock.. She ig called
the grey hen on ac-
count of her color.
Speaking of im-
porting birds brings
to mind enquiries I
heard respecting the
date when the Cali-
fornia ‘quail’ were
imported into Brit-
ish Columbia. It is
quite clear that they
have been here over
twenty years, some
say thirty, and oth-
ers again forty. Mr.
Chaldicott when
1+ ‘writing on the sub-
jeet of importations
omitted to tell this
8nd no- one that I
.2ave met seems to
know anything
about it. If aryone has this informa-
tion they would be conferring a favor
by notifying either the' Colonist or the
writer of this .article, As every one
knows, the quail .are . very . plentiful
here. They seem to thrive equally as
well ‘in” the land of their adoptionm as
in, their native country.  They nest
right within the ecity limits and are
very common visitors in the gardexds.
Several people who have pairs of these
birds. in captivity receive almost daily
visits from those that are at, liberty.
A tale is told of'a pflir that escaped
from- captivity and that returned on &
number of occasions, once even enter-
ing again the open cage: from Wwhich
they - had fled. ;
This is 'indeed the season when the
Call of the Outdoors is niost insfstent:

3

| Nothing can be imgagined that is more

J1links in America. Naturally these af-

{ag th )
] except the mont

J "There #@re, several tennis
the coity &nd agein

oo T thweet. ;.

1y upon the soul’s canvas will never
be effaced!” ity

The inlét of the ‘sea already men-
tioned, and whicht' is known as Victoria.
Arm, i8 a beﬂeml' riverlike stretch
of salt water extending through almost
the centre Of . gity for four miles.
Along its léleve;! banks a{e many  of
bk i

‘agd down Il day, and
pecially in “the. delghtful evenings.
charming than the evenings spent on
the Arm, in-listéning to the snatches|
of musi¢c and song from these boats
as they fiit  hithér and thither, or
from ‘some. camp, the glow of whose|
fire adds. the finishing touch to this
glimpse of fairy land: ’

The ploneer athléti¢ assoclation in
Victoria to whichits due a great deal
of the credit for the high position Vie-
toria holds in theé suthletic world, is
the James Bay. Athletic Assoclation.
This is particuld¥ly so with reference
to sculling,'  They have utilized the
“Arm"” for training our young men in
this grand old pastime with the res-
ult that the Victoria four have invar-
{ably been able to ‘beat all comers. At
present our “Big Four” holds the
championship of the Pacific Coast, and
has done so for four consecutive sea-
sons, Two years 8go they toured the
Bast and beat everything in sight on
a straightaway course, and while the
Argonauts of Toronto beat them in a
“turn’ race, yet at the regatta at Nel-
son of the same géar, they rowed a
mile and a half “straightaway” in
7.49, which is as fast as the time of
the crack Winnipeg four of last year.
In  the opinion of WVictorians, our
championship four could ‘have. turned
the, tables on our friends from Win-
nipeg in & contest for the champion-
ship of the world.

Victoria is also fortunate enough to
as
the most. picturesquely situated = golf
ford very great.pleasure to the youngi
people of our city and to .our visitors,
&y are open_ all the year around,
t of August, and the
only reason for them being closed is,
that being some distance fronmt the
regulat. water supply of the cityy it is
rather expensive to kéep thent in good
condition in this month. 5

clubs in

“we - ‘2rée fortunate
in having in this form of recreation,
res o < o e mpio 4
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Splendid Opportunities for Fishing
apd Shooting -
In addition #o all the features of out-

must be added the splendid gpportuni-
ties for- fishing and shooting which
are available, In this' connection a
young sportsman who appreciates con-
ditions ‘in- Victoria, says: “The 'dis-
trict around Victoria is a veritable
sportsman’s - paradise, gameé of all
kinds abound and is procurable with-
in easy distance of the city. Grouse
shooting comes in September when
some five hundred sportsmen, mostly
from Victoria, turn out and make an
average bag of ten pér man, Some of
the most expert hunters will sectre
as many as forty to fifty in two days.
The grouse hunting country is open
to all comers, and on account of ' its
large ‘area plenty of room is avail-
able for everyone. During September
the weather in which Victoria and dis-
trict is at its "best, alarge number of

es-

door life that I have mentioned so far,|

ESQUIMALT NEXT

Clearly - Destined to Share With
This City’s Great Future

Letter Ill. : .
Dear——: The all-absorbing topie
of conversation amongst those who
hope to profit by the development ot
Vancouver lsland, which, it is plainly
apparent, is now to be undertaken
on a vast seale, I8 What are the plans
of the C. P. R. respecting railway exe
tension? It isof cofirse known that
the company will tap Alberni and
Comox, thus opening up an immense,
area of country rich ‘in natural re=
sources; but the chief point of cone
jecture and speculation lies outside
anything suggested by the building

ng|such lines a&ta railway~viz., at what

lon create & Tew terminal on
acifie coast for its immense transs
¢ontinental system? That it must
take a step of this sort in the very
near future is the firm conviction of
the best-informed students of the sits
uation, %
There are special reasons why it is
necessary for the C. P. R. to seek &
port on the Pacific seaboard closer to
the ocean than Vamecouver. There are
a number of schemes afoot in trans<
portation circles, all aiming at reduc-
ing the time in the transportation of
madls and passengers. Only the other
day we were told that the Imperial
government has now before it a proj+
ect of the greatest magnitude, which
aims at new and vastly superior sers
vices on both the Atlantic and Pacifi¢
oceans. And the ‘moment any one of
these plans are successfully consum<
mated, not to speak of the completion
by the Grand Trunk Pacific of its
line to ‘the coast, the C. P. R. would
find itself hopelﬁsly handicapped as
a competitor for ocean-borne , traffic
requiring the most expeditious transit
between the Old World agd the Ori~
ent, and to Australia. o
This much being admitted, there
can no longer bs any doubt as to the
intention of the C. P. R. to choosé
some point on Vancouver Island as it§
final and ultimate ocean terminus on
the Pacific seaboard. If the question
of selecting the shortest possible route
from that¥point on Vancouver Island
at which the Hmpress steamers a
within touching distance, to the main
line of the C. P. R., be the determin&
ing factor in the degision to be reach-
ed by the big railway corporatiomn,
there can be.no doubt but./that a
port on thg upper ‘west. coast of the
Island would be chosen; but there are
other factors’ of the highest imipors
tance to be consideted, which would
indicate that" Victoria’s position iz not
in the slightest imperiiled by the pos=
sibility of any rival city being reared
in the contest for commeéreial suprem-
acy.: JIf this connéction ths harbor of
Esquimalt, erst e hr%gxe of His

ve ‘a8 a IHkely point . u
by the C. P. R, In all the stretch of
coastline: from San Diego to Skagway
there i3 no harbor which can compare
for a momenf with JMsquimalt in all
that makes for exgellence in facilities,
Whether it be anchorage, security to
shipping, ,commodiousness, or strategio
lpcation in .fespect ™ immediate ac-
cessibility to the shipping following
the - trade roujes across the Pa-
mﬂc%’en‘, the original surveys were
made across the continent for the C.
P, R, BEsquimalt was chosen for the
Pacific coast terminus, and a ship-
ment of rails was actually delivered
there from the Old Country. As to
why the plans were changed it is not
necessary to enter into at this time;
suffice it to say the decision was
reached despite the advice of some of
the best railway engineers on ~the
continent. But Esquimalt's ochief
prestige is no doubt due to the cir-
‘cumstance that it stands at the gate-
way of the only great waterway pierc~
ing the continent of North America
on the Pacific seaboard—Puget Sound.
It requires .no prophetic eye to see
that within a comparatively very brief
period the volume of traffic on the
bosom of this waterway will have.as-
#umed vast dimensions; and when
this day arrives, is.it conceivable that

sportsmen camap out and by that means
are enabled to be on their hunting
grounds sarly’in the morning.

Pheasants were introduced into . the
country about eighteen years ago:
since that time they have multiplied
so quickly owi‘ng‘ to the mild climate
afforded them at today they have
spread over the entire country to
distance of at least sixty miles
afford the very best sport. Quail as
well as pheasant shooting comes in
on October 1st and also affords ex-
cellent sport. ~A little English snipe
arrivé in great quantities, and those
who like that kind of ‘sport and know
where to find them get large bags.
{Ducks of all kinds and Brant abound
in the bays and inléts around the isl-
ands, and any sportsman who tires of
hunting grouse, pheasant ' and quail
can make up parties for a duck shoot-
ing expedition which affords the very
best kind of a day's outing. Several
parties are made up annually and hire
a launch and row boats and visit many
of the various bays within easy dis-
tance of : Victoria, and often return
with from three to' four hundred ducks.
There are no poisonous snakes on’ the
island and -no drawbacks of any kind
whatever to {nterfere with the pleas-
ures of ‘the sportsman, even malaria
being entirely unknown in the prov-
ince of British Columbia.

At many points along the Esquimalt
& Nanaimo railway there is excellent
small game shooting, particulaly black
tail deer, pheasant, grouse and qusil
For big game, it is necessary to g0
farther into the interior of the island,
but naot very far, and the places are
easy 'of access, where bear, panther
and elk are-plentiful.

Trolling for salmon has  already
been mentioned, but nothing has been
said so far of the excellent fly fiish-
ing for salmon trout that is to be had
in the riyers, streams and lakes -that
are within easy distance of the city
of Victoria. . A, description of this
form of sport would require an article
in itself, = It is sufficient to say that
there is mno e¢ity in the. West where
fishing resorts can be reached easier
than from. Victoria, some. of them
by - walking,: eycling or ‘driving, and
even many of. those for which it is
necessary to take the train, are with-
in a very reasonable distance of the
city,

In summing up this article, in order
to impress upon the young people who
may read it the advantages there are

and '

i the magnificent harber of Esquimalt
‘vwlll long remain Wnutilized as a great
shipping port by one or more of the
great. transcontinental railway sys-
tems which will seek to tap at its most
(advantageous point the stream of
; ocean-borne- ‘traffic: ;pouring into Pu-
get Sound?

If nothing beyond the traffic to the
. Orient were to be considered, in the
ambitions of the transcontinental sys-
tems intérested, ‘there would be mno ’
disputing’ that the 'most' mnortherly
pori -on: the coast would be the ‘most
advantageously situated; but, while it
is true that the volume of buginess
to be handled to and from the Orient
is alveady large, and constantly ins
creasing, it is idle to suppose that it
would ever be a business proposition
to expend but 'a sgingle effort for the
‘control of this trdffic. ‘A transeon-
tinental ‘rallway will be out for all the
business offering; and 1t is probably
correct to say that the bulk of the
passenger traffic carried across Am-
erica for many years to come will be
destined 'to points south of any such
northerly terminus—as Prince: Rupert,
for instance—in other words, most of
the, travelers. handled by the railway
lines will be ‘déstined to Puget Sound,
California, Mexico, and Australia. In
this connection it is well to mention
that the Canadian-Mexican steamship
line has "just been inaugurated, and
that an ambitious project is on foot
looking te the improvement of the
service to Australia.

With a knowledge of these facts,
therefore, it is glaringly obvious that
Easquimalt and Victoria occupy a posi-
tion' pre-eminently supefior to any’
other on the British Columbia gea-
board; and I personally am of the
opinion that events may be expected
to move with astounding rapidity to-
wards the elevation of this city and
its suburban harbor into thé front
rank of the great ports of the con-
tinent. g

As Hsquimalt is but four miles dis-
tant from Victoria, it is in reality a
part of the city, only necessitating the
extension of the boundaries of the city
in order to make the two one and in-
divisable: SEEAYEGEE,

There seems every reason for sup-
posing’ that the influx of tourist vis-
itors to Viectoria this yéar will break
all records. Already the volume of
passenger business on the Mainland

. .(Continued on Page Twenty-five Hum

and - Seund  steamers has assumed
huyge djmensions




