" O, THE LAIRD OF BIRKENCLEUCH.

y A Tale of the Covenanters.

'
CHAPTER 1.——ADVENTURES ON THE MOOR.

t hld‘&ilrn, and the cresent moon
ly awild and solitary region in
the upper of Nithsdale, as two travel-
lers on the back of one horse, made their wa
along the rough and almost trackless pnti
across the moor. In the north-east, the di-
rection from which they were coming, dark
and lofty heights stood silently against the
sky ; butin front, beyond the
moor they were traversing, the landscape ap-
to ba!lnu rugged, and ofa more fer-

re in the dim distance, inter-

v {ﬂe r, for dark masses of wood lay
hete
8]

/
i\

 times?

ith the light stubble.of cornfields,
from which the crops had recently been car-
ted to the farm-yards. Between this culti -
vated strath and the mountain range spread
the far-extending moor, over which the two
travellers were now journeying, and the bos-
om of its dreary waste was covered with
slightly rising knolls, and great dark
stretchies of heather, containing treacherous
moragses, haggs, and tarns; whose danger-
ous depths were ready to swallow up those
who incautiously and ignorantly ventured
upon them.

The travellers were a youth and a maiden,
whose personsl appearance could scarcely be
made out in the grey and misty light. - Both
appeared to be young. The youth was of
very slendér make—thin and fragile-looking,
while, even in that dim li%ht his face seem-
ed singularly pale, and with iurge dark eyes
he %laxed slowly round upon the open moor,
as they cautiously advanced upon their way.

His companion, who sat upon a pillow be-
hind him, was a young girl, whose features
could not be discerned at all, for they lay
under the shadow of a broad-brimmed hat, in-
creased by a plume, which dropped over her
brow. Otherwise her countenance had no
concealment, and but for the obscurity of
evening, & passer-by would have had little
difficulty in discerning her features. The
dark riding habit which she wore fitted
tightly, and well revealed her graceful figure
as she sat in easy aftitude, with one slender
arm thrown round her companion to keep
her steady in her seat, and the other holding
together the gathered folds of her long flow-
ing skirt.

%’he horse, which was a stout, sober-paced
nag, walked with a firm step beneath his
double burden ; but, indeed, the weight of
his two riders was .in no degree oppressive,

.80 slim and uncorporeal were the figures of
both—scarcely amounting, in combined bulk
and weight, 0 one stout-bodied yoeman, or
a sonsy west country laird. Suddenly the
youth drew the rein, and brought the horse
1o a stand still, while he put his head to one
side and listened intently.

“Is anything the matter Hugh?' asked his
companion in & sweet voice, though with
somewhat of an anxious tone.

«3ome one is on the moor in front of us,’
he replied. ‘Hark! it is the voice of sing-
ing.’

And as he spoke, the evening stillness of
the moorland was broken by some one sing-
ing in a not unmelodious voice, a verse of a
pu}»ulnr Border ballad.

1 had rather it had becnvsslm,‘ remark-
ed the youth dubiously. ‘ We had thus been
sure that the company we are likely to meet
with would prove friendly.’

“Heaven forbid that it should be any of
the rough lawless soldiers,’ said the maiden
in tremulous accents.

*That is just what [ am somewhat afraid |
of) rejoined the other, ‘From the report we
received at Muirkirk of the license they are
taking in that district, we may be apprehen-
sive of an encounter with them in this lonely
place. Yet we cannot turn aside, for the
moss is on either hand, and if we turn back
they are more likely to pursue us.’

1 do not hear the tramp of horses,” said
the maiden, who had been bending forward
in breathless anxiety.

“True, but their hoofs would make little
sound on the soft grassy. path; though cer-
tainly their accoutrements would clank loud-
ly as they proceeded. I am anxiousonly for
your sake, Marion. To me they would be
tempted to do little harm, but to you they
might be rude, and 1, alas ! am not the best
champion you could have for your defence ;
for neither am I armed nor does the use of
carnal weapons belong to one of my sacred
calling. ould that Walter were at hand.’

“See, vonder is a dark moving object on
the height,’ said the maiden, in an eager and
suppressed tone.

'H:e road in front went over the top of an
abrupt heathery knoll, and on the crest of
this height they saw clearly defined against
the bright western sky the figure of a man
on horseback, jogging leisurely forward, and
the voice \\'hic{\ ﬁnd been silent for a minute,
again struck up with a verse of the ballad.

The figure was visible for only a few sec-
onds, being lost to view in the shadow of the
knoll the instant it had passed over the crest
and began to descend the slope towards
them, but the view they obtained during
these few moments was sufficient to reéassure
the hearts of both. It was not the outline of
a trooper that met their view, but that of a
stout-made country man, in & blue bonnet,
seated on a pony, from whose sides depend”
ed two large basket creels.

“It's Jamie,’ said the maiden with eager
gladne

‘Soi
the youth, most thankfully,
right now.’
®And as he spoke he set the horse in motion,
and soon the dark form of the cadger and his
pony became visible on the road before them,
a8 he leisurely trudged forward, perched on
his pony’s back, between the two creels.

He did not cease his singiag as they neared
each other, but from the marked deliberation
with which he began to execute the tune as
soon as he caught sight of them, it was evi-
dent he was paying them special attention,
and as they atlength came abreast of each
other on the narrow road he became silent,
and, pulling up his pony, sat gazing at them
with steady scrutiny.

¢ Well, Jamie, I perceive you are still plying

our old avocation,” remarked the youtL. who

{nd also brought his horse to a standstill.

“Losh bless me, is it possible?' exclaimed
the cadger, in a tone at once of sorprise and

~ concern. ‘Is this really you, Maister M'Kail?’

‘Even 8o, Jamie. iness and duty both
have brought me once again into these parts.
But this lady is also an old acquaintance of
yours. Don't you recognise her ¥’

sAiblins I micht if I saw her face,’” said the

—Jamie Tamson, the cadger,’ said
‘We are all

P gadger, as he peered as well as he could under

the maiden’s over-shadowing plume.

The latter threw back her bonnet, and
smiled silently down us\on him.

«Miss Marion,” cried Jamie, ‘I guessed as
muckle, for weel did I ken that Maister
M’Kail couldna be gallantin’ onybody but
ou. - But keep us &', what has tempied ye
{u come near Greystane in thir uncanny

)

tDo you know it my father has come to
Bﬁlnc{euch,' asked the maiden,‘in acautious
'nrr v cast & careful glance round the
moor in all directions before making suswer
1o this question, and when he spoke it was in
@ voice as low and suppressed as her own.
Yes, he's come. He has been there for a
and twa or three meetings have

week
& 1 (It’s ‘owre venturesome, Miss
mﬁm venturesome, for the Curate
is sure tae get word o't, and he'll send the
rs up tae the Cleuch.”
oe be unto ns, Jamie, if we preach not
.Rd at all le places and seasons,’
id M’Kail. ‘The le are hun, and
thi {:‘r the bread and water of

t and barren | if

at
5 d nicht wi’

ye'll get safe owre the muir.
woh, k, mﬁ man; you and me has tae
gang tae Muirkirk the nicht,” e

8o saying, Jamie brought his stick
down on the neck of his gony. and as it m
od away -at its wonted leisurely , the
even-tempered cadger struck bsfmito a
verse of his favourite border ballad. ~

‘Oh, and Charlie Allan has become a perse-
cuting trovper,’ remarked M’Kail, as he and
his fair eommion continued their way. ‘It
might have been_ otherwise though, Marion,
if you had made choice of him ‘instesd of

alter- Elliot. Your, influence over him
might have prevented this sad result.’

“Burely, Hugh, ,yuu do_not blame me for
the choice I made ¥’ said Marion Gordon,in a
tone of wounded surprise. . ‘ Would you have
had me prefer Charlie to Walter ?*

G nly mot, my dear cousin. Your
choice is'an excellent one. and such as all
your friends most cordially approve. Walter
Elliot is & brave manly youth, who, I am
sure, will prove himself” worthy of the train-
ing our father gave him, and Allan is
wholly the reverse. But a maiden’s heart is
often wayward in its choice, and it might
have been that your love had fixed itself on
the unworthy ob’ect. < y

Oh, no, Hugh,’ returned Marion, very de-
cidedly ; ‘I could never haye loved Charlie
Allan,” T always thought him selfish and
heartless, and no more like Walter than-—"

TO BE CONTINUED.
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If you want Wine, Brandy, Rum, Gin,
Extra Old Rye, Malt, Scotch Family
Whiskeys, go to Geo. Wilkinson’s.

No other House in Town
has one-quarter the Stock of
COALOIL LAMPS that Mr.
HORSMAN has.

NEWSPAPER CURRENCY.

A Chicago divorce case rests on the
complaint of a lady that her husband
made her get up in the middle of the night
and make the bed over.

Tom Morgan, of Manchester, N. H.,
recently placed his tongue against an iron
lamp post and was “ frozen fast ” for his
pains. Hot water was required to felease
him.

On Wednesday an American, ignorant
of the heavy duty on silver, was prevented
from landing at Prescott with a large
quantity of silver he was openly carrying
in a satchel. It is said he returned to
Ogdensburg.

“The honorable Mrs. Norton.” well
known as an author, has fallen heir to a
fortune of £50,000 sterling. The proper-
ty was acquired in the East India trade.
EThis lady is perhaps best known by her
ovely and pathetic poem “ Bingen on the
Rhine.”]

Professor Goldwin Smith, it is ramored,
proposes to quit England for life in the
course of the ensuing spring. It' is
believed that Mr. Smith intends emigrat-
ing to the United States, where it was
an oversight of Nature he was not born.

Trave you seen the new
Coal Oil Burner at MR.
HORSMAN’S.

STRIKING ' LITERARY ANNOUNCE-
MENT.—A correspondent of Punch says:
“ Amongst your readers there must be
many who are also readers of Burns.
It may interest them to know that I have
this day made a most important discovery.
I have ascertained the surname of the
exemplary young woman in * The Cot-
tar's gnturdny Night,” who has hitherto
been only kndwn to us as Jenny. Hav-
ing occasion to examine the catalogues
of the Royal Academy Exhibition, I found
iu the one for the year 1843, a quotation
from Burns's celebrated Poem, which ran
exactly as follows :

“The wily mother sees the conscious flamne

Sparkle in Jenny's e'e, and flush her cheek ;

With heart-struck anxious care inquires his

name,
While Jenny Hafflins is afraid to speak ;
Weel pleas'd the mother Lears it's nae wild,
reckless rake.”
It will, I am sure, be a great satisfastion
to the admirers of the great Scottish Poet
on both sides of the Border to make the
acquaintance of Miss Jenny Hafflins.”

COMMERCIAL.

Guelph Markets.

MgeRrcURY OFFICE, GUELPH.
Deceniber 21, 1867.

o3

Flour, per 100 Ibs, ...
Fall Wheat per bushel
Npring Wheat,....
Oats d

Pens
Barley
ngy.mr ton . ..

ROONO AN OO DOCOCC R ~INO DD

es per square

Wood per cord .

Shiokl
10y
00d
ool 2
ggs,per dogzen ...
Butter (firkin), per ®
Geese, each .
Turkeys do
Chickens pe

Apples per brls.
Lamb per Ib ..
Boef .
Beef, perlb ... ...
Pork per 100 1bs ... .
Sheep Pelts each

Lamb skins . . ...
Hides per1001ha ...

Money Market.
JACKSON'S Excnanoe OFFICE.

Guelph, December, 21, 1807. }
Gold, 1333.
Greenbacks bo't at 73} to 74 ; Sold at 74} to 75.
Silver bought at 4} to 4c. dis. ; sold at 8jc to 8
Upper Canada Bank Bills bought at 50c. to 55¢.
Commercial Bank Bills bought at 92¢ to 95c.

Calt Markets.
Fall wheat—8$1 50 @ 1 60. S,
—8$1 40 @ $1 42. Darley—85¢ (.§
—45¢c @ 48¢c. Peas—65c¢ to 70¢,

82 2833IBTBRIR=SBSIS BRI T
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ring wheat
70c. Oats

MONTREAL MARKETS.
Kirkwood, Livingstone & Co's. report by Special
Telempgw ‘Evening llemury?") g
MoxTrEAL, December 19, 1867,
Flour—Fancy, $7 40 to §7 50; Buperfine No. 1.
§7 05 to 87 25; Welland Canal, §7
$3 40 to 88 50. O
80c. Butter—dairy 16¢ to 18c. ; store packed 14c
t“tzlg:. Ashes—Pous §5 50 to §5 55, pearls §5 05

Flour—small receipts; prices unchanged but
less enquiry and rates mostly nominal. Grain
nchanged ; sales of U. C. spring wheat at $1.60,
Peas—no sales. Provisions—pork unchan,
from former rates, prices a shade lower. Butter
lmnl':. and good wanted. Ashes—pots lower:
pear’

Torox¥ro, December 20, 1867
Flour— Reeceipts, 200 brls; No. 1, at 86 75.—
Wheat—at §1 44. Peas—72¢c. OQats—55¢ to b7c.
Barley—82c to 84c.

an impious Government has
het wo,,(hediﬂn&l.y‘ ypoint
land must foed her b

Hamiurox, December 20 1867,

| Fresh English Groceries, Wines, Brandies, &c.,

g g by L WY
“Avon,” ’ T ummer,” cles,” from Live .
M’M

Ex. ‘Planet,’ ‘Chaudiere,y City
* Abeona’ and

*Agnes’ from Charente, - And are daily

Fresh New Crop Fruit and Mediterranean Cargo

-~ .
Ex, ‘ Deodara,” * Ca.nny’con'md *Mary Ann,’ from Malaga, Marseilles and Denia.

¥y
oW recgived af

expecting the arrival of

JUST RECEIVING IN STORE

803 Hhds and Tierces of Barbadoes, Porto Rico and Cuba Sugars.

22 Bbls Currants crop 1866, VERY CHEAP.

5
5175 Half Chests and Catties Soughong, Congou, Japan, Gunpowder, Young and Old Hyson Teas,

‘With a full assortment of Tobaocos, Refined 8u

which will be submitted to the trade, equal to and below Montreal prices,
¥ Inspection invited. . Terms Liberal. . Cash and prompt paying customers desired.
Toronto, 6th November, 1867,

CHRISTMAS BOXES.

, Wines and Liquors and Dry Groceries. All of

dwtf

WE WOULD INVITE THOSE ABOUT TO PURCHASE

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS

tostep in and examine our stocky as it is larger and

Gueph, December 14, 1867.

more varied than ever.

D. SAVACGH.

Apothecaries’- Hall,

MARKET SQUARE, GUELPH.

JUST RECEIVED

SYDNEY BROWN’S

PERFUME

WATCHES!

Superior to either the “Rus r1l" or ‘‘ Ameritan”
Watch, containing as it doe: 'a new and

DELIGHTFUL PERFUME

for the Handkerchief, unrivalled for the sweet-
ness of its odour and lasting properties.

Price Twenty-five Cents each

ALEX. B, PETRIE,
Chemist, Market Square,
Guelph, Dec. 7 1807. dw

CHEAP

Photographs

W. BURGESS

EGS leave to inform his friends and the pub-
lic of Guelph-and surrounding country- that

having received a large lot of I ES suita-

ble for

Christmas ‘Presems,

he will through the HOLIDAYS furnish all kinds
of Photographs at greatly

REDUCED PRICES.

Parties wishing to make presents of Photo-
graphs to their friends should call at once.

PICOTD U RIS

of all kinds furnished in the first style of the art.

3" Qallery above John A. Wood’s Grocery

Store.
W.BURGESS.
Guelpb, 18th December. 1867. dw

- D.
FIRST APPEARANCE

OF THE

Guelph Amateur

DRAMATIC CLUB !

THE above Club will make $heir first appear-
ance in the .

TOW N EALL,
ON /
Monday Evening, Deo. 30th

On which occasion will be produced the first
time here Geo: Almar's celgbrted ‘in
0 acts, entitléd. R

“The Charcoal Burner,”
or “1he Dropging Well of Knareshoro.”

e

the members

_|

TEAS. TEAs.

A LARGE Lot just recelved of New Crop

TI.A S,

A SPLENDID ARTICLE,

AT 75 CENTS,

Equal to any sold at 87} Cents !

E. CARROLL & CO.
No. 2 Day’s Block.

Guelph, Nov. 13,1867, dawtf

Gold & Silver Plating

A. HOWIE & CO.

Royal Hotel Buildings, James-st.,
EAMII.TOIN.

‘Watches, Chains, Rings Pencil Cases,
and all kinds of Jewelry
Plated in Gold.

ake Baskets, Knives, Forks, Spoons,
., Plated at reasonable rates,

dlso, Door Plates § Carriage
Trimmings

of every description done to order with neatmess
and despateh.
Orders from a distance punctually attended to.

Tea Setts,

Hamilton, November 28 1867. dw3m

MEDICAL HALL,

GUELPHM.

JUST BECEIVED !

At the Medical Hall a large assortment of

LAMPS,

SHADES,
WICKS, & C.

—ALSO—

No. 1 Coal Oil

FOR FAMILY USE.

Perfectly clearand free from smell.

N. HIGINBOTHAM.

3 1elph. 20th Nov, 1867 d

THE BARCLATY

SEWING MACHIN

ITHOUT any exceptions, the Barc!
Machine, Manufactured by the
American wiu_ A e Company,
AT PARIS, ONTARIO,
are the best in the Dominion of Canadas for gener-
prurgooel‘ An egaminatiou is merel
ed, which will be fo the Molﬂmuin-

tending to purchase, All machines warranted,
cm‘pth the DALTON KNITTING MA-
one of the best machines in the market.

E,

Bew.

o
£ . it
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1,000 MEN

At the ELEPHANT Clothing Emporium

WANTED

TO FILL THOSE

OVERCOATS and PEA JACKETS

which range in pricefrom $8:50 upwards. During the present month

SMITH & BOTSFORD

i
n’,’_

will sell their CLOTHING at prices muchlower than that of any other house in Gudﬁ
generally admitted that this is the only Store in town where real Bargains can be obf

Commercial Bank Bills taken at par.
SMITH & BOTSFORD.

Guelph, 1ith December, 1867. dw-tf

DIRECT IMPORTATIONS

OF STAPLE AND FANCY

DRY GOODS!

AT THE BRADFORD HOUSE.

R T L T T T T

GEORGE JEFFREY

Has much pleasure in announcing the arrival of his

FALL AND WINTER STOCK!

WHICH WILL BE FOUND ONE OF THE MOST ATTRACTIVE IN
CANADA. HE WOULD PARTICULARLY DIRECT AT-
1ENTICN T0 A FEW DEPARTMENTS :

SILKS, Black and Coloured.
CLOTHS

REPS, PRINCESS’
MANTLE OLOTHS,
Some things Quite New.

And every other description of Goods will be shown*they
appear in the Market.

GEORGE JEFFREY.

Guelph, Beptember 217 1867. d

¥<= Come and See the Bargains at the <=r

RUTHERFORD HOUSE!

DRY GOODS, CLOTHING

And a Cheap lot of Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Underclothing,

All of which we are determtned to sell cheaper than any house in the town, and our

Groceries, Crockery and Liquors are Cheaper than éwt

Just Arrived from Newfoundland

100 Barrels Latest Caught Labrador Herrings,
100 Half Barrels Latest Caught Labrador Herrings,

which can be confidently recommended as the best imported-this year.

Commereial Bank Bills taken at par.
Gueiph, November 14, 1867,

GREAT SALE OF

BOOTS AND SHOES

PREST & HEPBURN

WILL COMMENCE

On Monday next, 23rd Déc.,

To sell off their entire Stock of Imported Goods

At Cost and Under?

and will continue until the whole is CLEARED OUT, as they intend in future to lu&:cﬁlu bub
their owim manufacture. This will be the best opportunity ever offered in the Town
of Guelph to buy cheap Boots and 8h {h N :

hose .| Whole Stock will be sold without Reserve for Cash only.

PBU)

[ Apply to .

Fas 4

PREST & H




