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occupation of Neuve Eglise and Bail-
leul shows that the enemy is able
and willing to continue to pay an ap-
palling price in attempting to crush
the British Army. Against this, how-
ever, every hour the strength of the
defence is increasing, and the en-
emy’s failure to reach his final ob-
jective in the Somme battle is being
repeated to-day in Flanders. The en-
emy’s programme was to reach Kem-
mel on April 10th, and he is only
three miles from that point, but is
to-day no nearer than Friday, since
when reinforcements have been flung
across the German path. The follow-
ing are some interesting details of
the CGerman losses coming from the
17th division and the 17th reserve di-
vision which on April 11th got a ter-
rible gruelling and were forced to re-
tire upon their starting = point. A
prisoner of the 52nd reserve infantry
reluctantly paid tribute to the mag-
nificent fighting of the British ma-
chine gunners, who on March 23rd
reduced the prisoner’s company to
half strength. The prisoner was 43
years of age and came from Germany
with a draft of 500, the greater pro-
portion of whom were Landsturmers
of over 35 years and the remainder
lads of 18 or 19. .

A HUSTLER IN CHARGE.

WASHINGTON, To-Day.

Chas. M. Schwab, to-day, became
Director General of the emergency
fleet operation, and will assume full
control and direction of the Govern-
ment’s shipbuilding programme. At
the suggestion of the General Man-
ager, Chas, E. Piese, the office of
General Manager of the Corporation
was abolished to give Mr. Schwab a
free hand in his work. Mr. Piese
will remain Vice-President of the
Shipping Board.

OPERATIONS REVIEWED.

Germany’s mighty. effort on the
battlefield of Flanders has won new!
successes. According to the latest
reports, the important strategic towns
of Bailleul, Wulvergham and Wystch-i
aete are in German hands, and more
important still, the Teutons have car- |

i

ried a large part of Messines Ridgei
by storm. Probably there has been;
no more bitter struggle during the
war than that waged along the battle
line through the towns of Bailleul,
Neuve Eglise, Wulvergham and
Wystchaete. Neuve Eglise was taken
on Monday but Bailleul*held out until
fresh masses of German troops were
hurled into the fray and charged re-
peatedly on the tired defenders. The
same story might be told of Wulverg-
ham and Wystchaete, while the bat-
tle for Messines Ridge must have
been frightful in its intemnsity. The
Germans have not attempted to ad-;
vance their wedge further into the
British lines, for no new attacks on
Merville, and further, have been re-
ported. They have devoted their gole
attention to the work of widening out
the salient, and striking at Messines
Ridge and the railway running about
six miles north of Bailleul. Messines,
Ridge is the key to the Ypres sector,
and its possession will give the Ger-
mans a commanding position in
starting a new drive. The successes
of the Germans in the past days have
an important bearing on the cam-
paign on the northern front, for if
they are continued, there must be a
British retirement from Ypres, and
possibly for some distance further
north, while the cutting of the rail-
way passing through .Hazebroucken
would be still more serious for the
British. So important are the points
won by the Germans that the British
must be expected to counter attack
at once in an effort to sweep the in-
vaders back into the lowlands. Once
more all accounts of the battle along
this line speak of the small British
forces which attempted to withstand
the attacks by heavy leglons of Teu-
tons which were brought up fresh for
the assault. There is higher ground
just to the north of Bailleul and
Neuve Eglise from which the 'British
can still conduct a stern defence,
Merville is standing firm in spite of
terrific attacks made against it on
Sunday, while along the south side
of the salient there have been no en-
gagements reported. The same con-
dition holds true in the sector before
Amiens, where there have been only

artillery duels. Raiding operations in
which both sides have taken the in-
itiative are reported from the French
frent in Champagne, In spite of the
reports from the American front that
the German attacks have been utter
failures, a report from Berlin says
the American positions near St. Mi-
hiel were taken by storm by the Ger-
mans who held them despite deter-
mined counter attacks. It is . pos-
sible that the German reports deal
with the battle in which the Ameri-
cans administered a sound beating to
special shock troops brought up to
take the ' American positions. The
Germans in Finland are advancing
east of Helsingfors and are encoun-
tering little, if any, resistance. Ten
German trawlers have been sunk in
the Cattegat, the narrow Strait be-
tween Jutland and Norway, by a
British fleet. The survivors of the
trawlers’ crews were rescued. Sec-
retary of War Baker has returned to
the United States from a trip to
France and England. While in En-
rope he visited many sectors along
the front, and he came back with
firet hand knowledge of the situation,
which may be expected to be reflected
in official action at Washington in the
near future,” The British Cabinet has
decided to introduce an Irish Home
Bill in Parliament, and if it is de-
feated in the House of Lords, a min-
isterial crisis will follow. The Home
Rule Bill is considered as being sup-
plementary to the Conscription Bill,
the provisions of which apply to Ire-
land. 8

CANADA’S NEW MILITARY RESO-

LUTION.

3 OTTAWA, To-day.

The following is a copy of an Order
in Council amending the Military Ser-
vice Act which will be introduced in’
the Commons and Senate to-morrow,
as a resolution:—

“Whereas there is immediate and
urgent need for reinforcements for
the C. E. F, and the necessity for
these reinforcements admits of no de-
lay, and

“Whereas it is deemed essential, and
notwithstanding exemptions hereto-
fore granted, that a substantial num-
ber of men should be forthwith with-
drawn from civil life for jhe purpose
of service if a military capacity, and

“Whereas having regard to the
number of men immediately required,
and to the urgency of the demand, time
does not permit of examination by
exemption tribunals, of the value in
civil life or the position of individuals
called up for duty,

“Therefore, His Excellency the
Governor-General in Council, on the
recommendation of the Right Hon. the
Prime Minister, and under and in vir-
tue of the powers conferred on the
Governor in Council by the War Mea-
sures Act of 1914, and otherwise, is
pleased to make regulations which
shall come into force as soon as ap-
proved by both Houses of Parliament
and the same are hereby made and
enacted accordingly.”

ADVANCE AUSTRALIA.

MELBOURNE, To-day.
The Australjgn War Loan has now
reached £38,000,000.

LLOYD GEORGE IN COMMONS.

LONDON, To-day.

In the House of Commons jast night,
Promier Lloyd George said, the best
way to convince American opinion
that England is dealing -fairly by
Ireland, was for the British Parlia-
ment to tender such a measure of
self-Government to Ireland as to sat-

{sfy American opinion, and he believed |,

that the Government could do that.
The Government, therefore, had ar-
rived at the conclusion that self-Gov-
ernment is an essential war measure,
and it is impossible to secure unity,
unless every section feels that justice
has been done, not merely by compel-
ling Irishmen to take a full share in
the war burden, but by arriving at,
for them, the principle of self-deter-
mination for which we are fighting in
every theatre. We entered the war
for that principle, and we have mnever
departed from it, and I hope we shall
be able to enforce it at the peace con-
ference. He added, that if the Irish
members wero to reject the bill, it
would be their responsibility. "Joseph
Devlin exclaimed, ‘now that the cat is
out of the bag.” Premier Lloyd George
added, that the Government could not
possibly have resistance to the Home
Rule Bill, as a lever to defeat Con-
scription, and that is why each meas<
ure must be taken on its merits. The
Premier gen referred to the situation
in s and said fluctuations
must continue, but he was full of con-
fidlence. The Premier added, I have

is abeolutely confident they are aim-
ing to destroy the Britisk Army, and
they that if they can get this army
out of'the way, the path would be clear
to victory. They have not yet got it

‘ot of the way; they have inflioted, I

am sorry to say, heavy losses, but no-
thing ot the losses they themselves
sustained. The French Army is in-
tact, and the American Army is pour-
ing ‘across. There may be hope and
there may be despondency, but if we
stand together firmly and steadfastly,
not giving way to fear or panic, and
prepared to give and take in all meas-
ures. If all parties in Great Britain,
yes in Great Britain and Ireland, stand
together, Irishmen in Ireland, fighting
with Irishmen who are coming across
the flood, in millions, to fight in bri-
gades with British troops, if we do
that, we will win through in the end.
All the latter part of the Premier’s
speech was punctuated with cheers
and he was given a great ovation as
he left the House.

LIVELY TIME IN PARLIAMENT,

LONDON, To-day.

In the House of Commons last night,
John Joseph Clancy, Member from
Dublin County north, in seconding
Mr. Dillon’s motion .for admission of
the Irish clanse in the man power bill,
declared that a Government with a re-
cord of infamy and defeat had not a
moral right to arrest even a rat in
Ireland,, Mr. Barnes appealed to
Irishmen not to cry before they were
hurt, They believed that Home Rule
might be on the statute books, before
Congcription is operative, and indeed
the Government intended to secure
that, if it could possibly be done.
Amid Irish exclamations Mr. Barnes
said, that if that could not be done,
every man would hdve to reconsider
his position. Sir Edward Carson, in-
terrupting, asked if the Government
meant that before the Irish were call-
ed to the colours, Home Rule would
be passed. Mr. Barnes repeated that
the Government would introduce the
Bill. Mr. Devlin pressed Sir Edward
Carson’s case, but Mr, Barnes said he
could add nothing. Timothy Healy
then asked whether if the Lords failed
to I;gaa it.l:ue Bill, the Government
would resign. . Barnes replietj, he
should certainll\? say theyp w%uld.
Premier Lloyd George here exclaimed,
hear, hear, Mr. Barnes was subject-
ed to continnual interruptions, and
questions on the Governments inten-
tions. The speaker pointed out that
the Premier would be speaking later
and would be able to elucidate it. Sir
I';dwa.rd Carson said, he would con-
tinue to support the Manpower Bill, in
order to help crush the detestable
German . Militarism, but not because
he was grateful to the Government.
He would prefer anything, rather
than that all civilization should be
impeded by the victory of the enemy.
He said, he was perfectly sure that no
recruits would be Conscripted in Ire-
land ‘until a Home Rule Bill was pass-
ed; the Government had so, pledged
themselves, but there was no pledge
from the Nationalists. Sir Edward
said, his own belief was, that then
Conscription would be more difficult
to apply to it. Doubtless he would be
asked to go over and make things
smooth, but it would not be an easy
job after Ulster had been promised
by the Government and Parliament,
that if they entered the Army, Home
Rule would be suspended for the dur-
ation of the War. Nevertheless, Sir
Edward hoped that Ulster would sup-
port the Conscription Bill. The Gov-
ernment, he added, had ' blundered
from the beginning to the end on this
question, in tryin_g to please everybody

and they would succeed In pleasing
nobody.

NOON.

e

THE GRAVITY OF ‘THE SITUATION. |

LONDON, To-day.

There is no inclination here to min-
Imize the seriousness of the loss of
Bailleul, and the possibility that it
may lead to the necessity of evacua~
ting Ypres and Passchendaele. Un-
der the heading, “They still advance,”
the Daily Mail says that up to .this
time in their advange, the  Germans
have been in marshy ground, and
yesterday ‘they captured the first of
the important ridges by storming
Wytschaete, being aided by the fall of
Bailleul, and thus the security of the
Ypres salient, so long the bulwark of
our left, and touched with such im-
mortal memories to us, is imperilled.
The Daily Graphic thinks it would be
wise to withdraw the British troops
from Ypres and Passchendaele to
avoid the risk of their being cut off,
and compelled to surrender. It con-
tinues,” that the situation made
serious by.the loss of Bailleul, is ob-
vious ,and it would be disastrous to
pretend otherwise. The paper adds,
however ,that as long as the Allied
armies remain unbroken, Germany's
purpose is not obtained, while she is
exhausting herself in order to face
a decision. Correspondents on the
front say the Germans have used up
120 of their 200 divisions, in the west,
and have been able to bring another
two divisions from Russia. These
unpleasant reverses must be faced
steadily, says the Times, but their
significance must neither be mini-
mized or exaggerated. Far more seri-
ous than the loss of ground is the re-
velation of the growing weight of the
German pressure, and we hear far too
much of the enemy losses, mistakes,
difficulties, and of their failure to
reach appointed objectives om particu-
lar days, and not half enough about
the serious fact that they are still
bringing fresh divisions from Russia.
The Times says, the enemy will cop-
tinue drawing on their resprves
Russia until the Allied statesmen stop
dreaming vain dreams about Russia,
and do something 'practical to compel
the enemy to cease depleting the Rus-
sian front.

HELSINGFORS IN GERMAN HANDS.

LONDON, To-day.

The Germans have landed forty
thousand troops at Helsingfors. - Ac-
cording to an Exchange Telegraph de-
spatch from Copenhagen, a German
squadron anchored in the Harbor of
Helsingfors, consists of twelve ships,
including the battleships Posen and
Westfalen, each of 18,600 tons.

Selective Conscription and a
Newfoundland Victory Loan
will help win the war.

Lajt_ast.

METEREN RE-CAPTURED.

LONDON, To-day.
The British have recaptured Meter-
en, on the northern battle front, by a
counter attack, it is announced offi-
cially.

Selective Conscription and a
Newfoundland Victory Loan
will help win the war.

% interior of the building has been nice-

Here and There.

WEATHER REPORT.,—The weath-
er across country is light NW. wind
and fine, temperature 6 to 30 above.

Selective Conscription and a
Newfoundland Victory Loan
will help win the war.

GULF ICE CONDITION.—The Reid
Nfid. Co. received a message at 8 p.m.
last night stating the ice in the Guif
was becoming slacker and, the wind
was decreasing to light breeze.

“Black Flag”, Casino The-
atre, this ‘evening. Reserved
ticketslat Atlantic Bookstore.
“aprl7li

Yesterday’s outgoing express  left
Bishop’s Falis at 8.10 a.m. to-day.

The noxt incoming express is ex-
pected to leave Port aux Basques ihis
evening.

Concert at Quidi Vidi School
on Thursday, April 18th, at
8.30 p.m. Admission 30c. Teas
for sale.—aprl7,1i

PERSONAL—Messrs. C. H. Feather-
stonehaugh and E. G. Clarke, sales
manager and representative, respect-
ively of the well known and old estab-
lished firm of J. C. Wilson & Son,
paper makers of Montreal, Que,, is at
present in the city in connection with
their firm.

Suffered headaches for years, noth-
ing helped until the eyes were tested
and glasses fitted by TRAPNELL, the
Eyesight Specialist, after which there
was no return of headache. Are you
subject to headaches? Go to TRAP-
NELL’S.—aprib,if

AT THE CROSBIE.—A sale of use-
ful and fancy articles and home-made
{ dainties will be held at the Crosbie
IHotel this afternoon and evening. The
!

{ly decorated for the occasion. The
affair is being held under the auspices
of the Ladies’ College Aid Society, and
wo doubt will be successful.

WANTED — The man, wo-
man or child who can look seri-
ous whilst ‘Lazarus” is around.
Apply at the Casino Theatre to-
night during performance of
“Black Flag”.—aprl7,li

FREIGHT CAR LEAVES TRACK.—
{ While the Trepassey train was pro-
| ceeding towards Bay Bulls last even-
(ing a freight car left the rails, but
i fortunately no further damage was
,done. After several hours hard work
the train was able tocontinue on to
Rencws and is duc here about 5 p.m.
to-day. As soon as she arrrives an-
other train will be despatched.
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Preliminary Notice.
AS TO THE PAYMENT OF
AUGMENTATION PAY TO

MEN OF THE ROYAL NAV-
AL RESERVE (N.F.LD.).

The Government are arrang-
ing through the Militia Depart-
ment for the payment of Aug-
mentation Pay to the men of the
Newfoundland Royal Naval Re-
gserve. These payments will be
made from 1st May next and
will cover the period from the
commencement of the war or
from the date of enlistment, as
the case might be. Full instrue-
tions as to claims, ard regula-
tions as to payments will be
publisied within the next few
days.

J. R. BENNETT,
Acting Minister of Militia.

mar27,eod,tf

Here and There.

LETTER FROM FRANCE.—Const.
Murphy has received a letter from
his son Lance-Corporal Thomas, say-
ing he is feeling fine and hopes to
come through O.K. The Le.~Corporal
has been in the trenches for five
months and has been in two or three
heavy engagements. He mourns the
loss of two of his best friends from
the trenches, one who was wounded
and the other who died from wounds
received in action.

NOTICE—Night Calls will be
attended to at our Military Road
Branch, Rawlins’ Cross, until
further notice, instead of at the
Water Street Store. Night Bell
at residence over shop, i
Road. T. McMURDO & CO.

DIED,,

On Tuesday, the 16th inst., affer a
short illness, Thomas Morris, sail-
maker, eldest son of the late Henry
Thomas Morris, aged 40 years, leaving
a wife and one daughter to mourn
their sad loss; funeral will take place
to-morrow afternoon, from his late
residence, Freshwater Valley. City

friends will please assemble at the .

head of Cookstown Road, at 3 p.m.
Passed peacefully away this morn-
ing, at 7.30, James Button, aged 75
years, leaving to mourn their sad loss
three sons, one in Lynn, U.S.A,, and
one daughter in Boston, also three
brothers; funeral on Friday, at 230
pm. from his. son’s residence, 40
Charlton Street. 21
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TO THE

Young Men of the Outports

of Newfoundiand !

-

On Soldiers’ Day, April 12th, the people of St. John’s
proclaimed the spirit of the couniry towards the War.
On the evening of that day the city spoke in a way no

one who was present

A new chapter is opened in the story of our Native
A new spirit is passing over its length and

Land.
breadth.

you who is free fo go.

You hear it and it will not be siill. You will offer yourself.
Whether accepled or rejected you will have peace of mind from the

will ever forget.

lis is more than a Recruiting \Ga_mpalgn that has been begun.. It is
a Crusade calling through the voice of consoience to each one of

:ﬂ

I———— ) A i e

tock of all Sizes Now on

d. Prospective Buyers Should

Cire Their Requirements Before
fice Advance Further.

knowledge of duty done, i
You can find it in ne other way. | S
(Signed) ~ THE SOLDIERS and THE REJECTED MEN.

8t. John’s, April 17, 1918,
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