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MOTHER AND STEP-MOTHER. in ‘that of Irwin, while Edward Id |he bhad ! ;me; and ‘in which of the tame | not a few, in all our churches. We do not
prmeiengy haslly restedieBih dmivetion” sad clshotion Trwine would you teo the fash-of such a8 m?un'a; theciil arm i interfore. We have
Ix spite of bi uneasi- | ¢ & promptitade so much in harmony with his}as o © one A caught'a few in this article and hung them
“;" m".mhnm-?ﬁw ishes. . mine; and do think, is "y‘g'."! up as in the hope that others,

by the ill success of his interference to conceal
from Catherinie all his disquiet: and he told her
enough to add t to her former eonvietion
burden of her wsorrow.

the better from the comsciousness of
he had made to defend her, and dread-
i:“é;ho remained at
the Parsonage until late 0 eveding ; and,
having spem$ o few minutes in the drawing-
room, where Lady Irwin's munner gave him
little encodragement to remain, he went off to
his own rooni. There he wrote the following
letter to Lis brother, which he carried to the
poét next morning himselt.

Dear Broruer,~—l came home last Tuesday

?ﬁf

week. - | dare say you know that I didn’t do so bad- | 9

ly atthe examination, after ull. Tbroaht home a
ize whith pleased mother and delighted dear old
E’irkby. Fater did not say much, bat he leoked as
if he fiked it, and made me bring it out to show Lord
Allason when he calied. | found all well at howe:
going on much as usaal; father deep in some stratum
or other at the bottow of the Dead® Sea—1 shounida't
much wonder, i he were ofl to Pulestine next week.
1 wish to Heaven he would, and take mother with
him! A pilgrimage would do her a treniendous deal
of good just now. I wish with all my heart you and
Kitty were married! What is the reason, it would
pazzie a much wiser head than mine to discover; but
of this I’m sure: she—mother, | mean—has taken a
itive dislike 10 Kitty. The worst of it is, that Kitty
ws it; and you way believe that she looks none
the better for it.  Of coarse, it’s bad enough for her
to have you so long aw nd if any one sees her
look sad, she puts it nFm that; but mother has more
to do with it. Aunt Fanoy is here with Clem and
Ada, all flounces and finery as usual. If it wasn’t for
father, no one would take any notice of dear Kiny,
but he's as trae as steel, and wother dares not say a
word against her o him. [’m sare he has a notion
that there's something wrong, for he pets Kitty like a
child—much more than he pets me, which does not
mother. If you had only 1zken my advice,
all the trouble would have been over by this time;
you may take my word for it, that if you don’t de
something yourself, and before long, mother wil! find
some weans to break it off yet. You have no idea
what a timid, nervous Kiuy is L in
her presence.

1 dare say you find it extremely jolly at Rome, it
maust be nice to have lots of money and nothing to do
1 suppose I’m not likely to hive much experience of
either of these pleasures. Father asked me, the other
day, it [ should like 1w be a parsen. | suppose he
was ia joke; | took it so, for | only made n wry face.
Fancy mother sitting demarely to hear her son dea!
out divinity! Doa’t forget dear Kitty, and when you
wiite, don'tsay a word of what U'have told yeu.
Mether always likes to read my letters, and it wom't
do 10 make her angry. Do you get any skating?
The ice is four inches thick on the pond. Tomlins,
a first-rate fellow, who works in my room, is coming
down next week, il the frost only holds on, we «hall
have glovious fan. Good night, old fellow, Pm so
sleepy, | can hardly see. | wish you'd send me
something about sowe of the iemples—ithe ruins, [
mean. Fiach dotes on ruins

Yoar affectionate brother,
Epwanp Inwin

When this letter renched Frank, he was re-
covering from an attack of fever, brought on hy

the climate’ and perbaps by anxiet.. He was
consequently labouring under seve: ¢ depression

of epirits. His fears had already reen excited
by a coldness and counstraint in ¢! » letters he
received from his mother, and by t.. plaintive
tenderness whichstruggled in theassuimed cheer-
fuluess of Catherine’s. e had promised his
father to travel. He was to visit Greece and
rts of Asia, perhaps to penctrate cven to the
nd of joy and desolation—the glorious and
wasted Palestine. He had been as yet only
three quarters of a year absent, and this was
his second illness. It was evident, that the cli-
mate of Italy did not agree with him. The
image of her he loved pining for him, and
crushed by the dislike of his stepmother, rose
vividly before him. He saw her paler and
thinner, watching with tearful eyes the embers
as they fell, and thinkinf of him so far away,
with & heart growing daily fainter, and weary-
ing for the comfort of his eheering voice. Ho
read those parts of his brother’s letter, which
related to her, and again. Ty beso ciear
to the eyes of the boy, it must be bad indeed.
He himself, too, was lonely and sorrowfal. The
sweet communion of thought and feeling to
check-
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The tumulk of feeling with which he beheld | would not do for his sake! Bat were |
hig son, travel-worn and hf" from mtllhing, T bave still sufficient motives, They |
illness, prevented Sir Edward from remarking  bave treated me with scorn—almest with xnl
the uncontrollable emotion of Lady Irwin. But | defiance. They bave t.urned_fro- me the affec- |
Frank, whose perception was by | tions of my husband ! Bat if | must be miser- |
apxiety, read E:r uns .  His qnf! able, they at least shall not rejoice.
vering lips hardly touched the she me-| * Thero the signora spoke worthily of her-
chani presented to him : and she felt that|self,’, cried Agnese, her dark eyes Mu.g:,
if not bozn. now, at-least, he kmew the pur-|“ but strong deeds are the langu that she
pose I.iing in her heart. As by mutual consent, | must learn to use to ber enemiest blood of
they

runk from each other's ; for each | the south is hot as its suu: that of the north
felt the need of col t. t Lady Trwin | cold as it its winter streams ' £ra i
'was stung almost to mia by the unrestrain.| ‘‘ Agnese,” replied Lady Irwin, rising and
ed joy with which his brother’s return was | fixing & look uron her that made her quail, so |
welcomed by the child for whose ine- | stern—so erael—it was, ** there is hlopd flow-
ment she was prepared to jeopardise soul and | ing in my veins hot and impetuous as in those
y. | of the fiercest barbarian of the south. There
‘“Helen, you look pale, love,” said Sir Ed-|are tales told of the clansmen of my house
ward, when the first excitement was over, and which would make even your Italian heart
he had leisure to think of his wife. ** This s still.. The snows of ten thousand winters
mad freak of Frank’s has startled the blood K will never cool the blood of the fiery Ccl.l. The
from your cheeks. No wonder, either,—the, days of strong deeds are past, and this puny
silly fellow tocome baek, withouta single word ' gen sration drags the chain its fathers burst. !
of warning. Dringing such haggard looks, too. Nevertheless, iear not .l wm Mo unworthy
Your mother was growing anxious about you, daughte v Maecdonalds
Frank, and had just persuaded me, that it
would be pleasant to go and have a look at the ROBBERE IN CHURCH.
old places again, when you must needs comui s ) )
blundering back. [ am heartily glad to see People who live by appropriating other
you, nevertheless: and Kate, l've & shrewd | people’s property, generally have little to
guess, will not be sorry. She is not quite so, do with the house of God. But there are
rosy as she was, poor little girl, but your al-|gther robbers besides highwaymen. Most
sence has told more on youreelfl than on her.” | ¢ our churches are visited by robbers, and
*¢ She'll be all right now, exclnmq Edw-rd,!lh" are quite constant too, in their atten-
unable to keep silence longer. * I'll be 9P| dnn Th ey RIS i d
betimes in the morning, and run over and give|dnnce. They have no organization, aw
her a hint. She is nota colossus of strength; do not act }nnder any lendg:: but each one
and there's no telling what might happen, it/ robs on his own hook. Take them alto-
she saw you all at once and unexpectedly. She | gether, they do a large work in the way of
might take you for a pallida imago instead of despoiling, in the course of the year.
o trae flesh and blood lover.” . 1. All late comers to church are rob-
.- 1 bave not heard Catherine complain of |0, “They rob a large number of people
illness,” said Lady Irwin, ‘- you should not 7k Sk b ey
frighten your brother withogt reason, Edward .’ (8t once. They filch away the preacher’s
** Yes, yes ; Kitty will he well enough now.™* | comfort and that ofall the rest of the con-
said Sir, Edward, * never fear, Frank. Love|gregation, except those who are as late as
tortures. hut he scldom kills, if the poor vietis |ticraselves.  And what ought to nterest
oaly continiue of one mind." them, though we fear it seldom does, they
** [ ackaowledge that I was drawn home in{ comemit quite as harmful a robbery upen
great measare, by anxiety for Catherine,’ said |} o celves us they do on others. Thev
Frank, cheered by his father’s cordial kinduess: g e el 5) sliad -
{** Not that I doubted-your indulgence to one so | '02€ 80 much of divine worship, as had tran-
very dear to me, or that [ should have ven i|spired before their arvival. And they rob
to return without vour permission, if 1 had |themselves of what ought to be to them
been m henlth to use my time either profitably l more precious than rubies—a good name
bly.™ J ) ) All drowsy and sleepy hearers are
.11, we should have likeda h‘ulu notice, ) ap they et in the sauc-
ve only to have the opportunity of wel- ST e e
vou with pr honour : batwhe | i Rusasit: ontican people
a gresier right to be i you ! I thou while they are tast asleep? Be sure
a littte cravelling woanld be of nse to you. Pe- A
sides, I had a fancy t wWse the quality of your (8 hearer for the whole time that they are
love, which your math.r thought might possibly [nodding > Who can deny this:  And peo
have no more ?:.lll' in it than first attachments ple about them, that see them nodding, and
oiten }"‘“"; ]“f‘, ”"f‘f_" v ’“’"'!ii";'“u“gh 0| fear lenst a fall should break their bones—
n‘"‘l"‘ X.t;“y, wirch ul: St of climats and | . they not robbed ol their comfort: And
association, distasteful, we are quite satisfied. | . G gy i o1 )
are we not, Helen 1™’ i they snore, as well as nod, then they
T assert no authority over Frank, ' said le ears as well as eves. and the rob-
Lady Irwin, ‘ however my interest in hie wel-|bery 1 ater. Onc
fare may have induced me to ofter Lina unpa-|slecpers robbed Paul of quite a shice of ull
latable advice.” I.\(':v. n, for he had to stop and cure the

. . v . .

i

ot these church

| voung robber, who was near losing his life
80 the young signor is returned,” said[Dy a fall from an upper window—whose
Agnese.”” as she combed her ludy’s .‘:;Ai'.'_!li 1se offers some eve-salve for modern
* without warning, and unexpected '™’ ) church-sleepers, whereby they can see

‘ He knows that he can insult me with im-|thewr own danger

A s s . ger.
unity.” returned Lady Irwin, ‘* and that wy 3. And we call all robbers, who are pow-

influence over his futher is gone.”” S : Big %

B erful, at church, in the matter of sncezing

++ His love for the Cunme’s daughter has u :
b m:d:f?;:;[\'e”:"” Ragater hns malle and coughing. Both these operatious, as

husband from me. My very child she wouid |take any place in the whole octavo, chosen
not leave to me."’ by the operator, He can so suffocate either

*“ He knows not what he does. She has won | of thew, with a little care, that a quiet slcep-
him with bh" f_lll)‘c‘ ;"""" “{":‘"‘; is entangled | o\ by his side shall not be disquieted. Or,
in ber mashes | but foar ngt, Madenna ; weare ), oo et all go, and the explosion shall

not yet overcome. : 3
“The joy of life. is gape,” returned Lad wake all the dm\_vuy into consternation, and
Irwin, 'i'i fierce depression, ‘s it were well |shake the very pillars of the temple. Now,
for me to die.” sure it is, that all the last described are rob-
* Be mot troubled, Madonna, or let your pur-|bers. Do they not rob other people of their
E;. be shaken by ‘!:‘:mdo of lt:l: ::Lf.::ll’l:: rest’ l?urlhl;zy not rob attentive hearers of
. beart. o 80 much of the sermon as was overwhelmed
eaid, that you have been wronged with impu- by their explosions?> Do they not rob the

i .7' "
nt"Domth-’t-o.Ap.o. Leave the dark | P’ of his peace’ Do they mot rob

thoughts in my soul, and do not make them |themselves of at least a feather or two of
whﬂlﬂ clothin,

g them in words. I am |their own honor?
vl cluo—-‘. w h4. hA." busy-bodies aboug other matters,
my enem than the progressing church service, are
us!bmm interests at stake ; he 2

i il o cbfid.  No blood of mine fows in 'his e B s ki S50 S, cenis
yot for your sake, Madonna, and t f yma , Some other peeple’s
feathers and ribbons, some with the robbers
life | first lnnumonod in_this :'dmelo , viz: late

comers to rch—in " b
« Senseless as you are !" cried I.odi Irwin, | about anything mhcr:h-' &Mm.'u :'l”b
with an an- vieuol'divino'onhl'. Robbers they are

tamed excited beyond endurance by the | gnd 1o mistake: y
of the spur, * do you talk of what| 1 DO ; , themselves of all
E::..a , you who have mever borpe  |!h® benefits they lose by inattention, and
rest

r. Don’t they rob the preacher of

* Yes ; and not him alone. She has woun ray | Fespects the power of the explosion, may |

nqh% the figure their associates cut, shall
by reform, save us from hanging them up i
tI{ou-ofuhiu.-;’V’Y i
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THE BALTIC PLEET,

On the 9th inst. the Merlin
on board the French Admiral]
and several of thed(.’ d ;:dh» -y
the anchorage, and accompan 0 n
and the Freﬁch neam-col?t‘etto D¢Assas, ‘_8::“
up to reconnoitre the fortifications on the north
side of Cronstadt. After sing Tolboukin
Ligbthouse, they had proceeded to within about
2500 yards of Fort Risbavk, when sudden)
two ol those long tilked-of and umcll-drendcj
infernal machinee exploded right under the
bows of the Aerlin, and a third burst, almost
at the same moment, under the Firefly. The
two steamers, although, of course, severly
shaken, were, Lowever, strange to say, but
very sligbtly damaged by the cx;’)loaiun

A telegraphic despatch from Kiel, dated the
16th insi., aonounces the arrival at that port
of Admiral Baynes's squadron, en route to the
Baluec.

We bave letters from Helsingfors ap to the
5th, and from Abo to the 6th inst. The inhabi-
tunts were in great dread of the allied fleets,
and all the fawilics in afluent circumstanges
had retired into the interior of the country,
taking with them their valuables. The Empe-
ror had sent a gold medal to & native merchant
at Helsingfors as a reward for his patriotic
services in making, at his private expense, an
electric telegraph to Hango Head, by which
| immediate notice of the enemy’s movements
may be recvived

WINTER QUARTERS IN THE BALTIC.

Negociations have been opemed with the
Swedish Covernmen: for ceding the island of
Gothland to Eogland and France, in order to
form a winter station for the fleets, whiech
would/then be able to anchor in the safe and
commodious harbour of Faro-Sound, and not
be obliged to return howe at the end of the
campaign. i.Lc advantages to be derived from
this plan are obvious. From that advaneed
position, tie ~hips could keep a beiter check on
tents of the enemy, nor need they
+ coast, till actually obliged to do
X ing in of the frost, whiist Goth-
land offers « luvuarable situation for the per-
wanent estblishment of large depots of coals,
provisions, auiuunition, and stores for the
ieets, as weil as hospitals for the sick and
wounded, aud varracks for the land troops,
during the winter. The allied forces would,
moreover, be enabled to excreise a better con-
trol over the wovements of neutral vessels, and
prevent the rccurrences of such a shameful act
as that latciy periormed by the United States
merchant ship Sammy Appleton, in landing
0000, riies and 12,000 revolvers at Daltic
Port. It is u question for the investigation of
overnment, what was the Dri-
Boston about, to permit the

shipme * place under his very eyes;or.
I 1 s e g 5

at all wt to give the Governmemt in-

tell the fuct, that proper measures

<0 taken in time to stop the vessel

stivic wi Lisineur, where she lay for seve-
ral days, waiing till the state of the ice allow-
ed hier Lo procced to Port Baltie !

RUSSIAN I'R&PARATIONS IN THE BALTIC.
This year the so-called ‘* bare spit” on
=

been fortifivd, and also the north side of the
island of Kotlin, which was ¢onsidered not
strong euough, in cabe of an attempt ata land-
ing.  The extensive manufactory of steam ma-
{ chinery in Crunstads is appi completion.
The intention of this establishment is to ren-
der superfluous the importation of the machines
necessary for the steam flees, and is the object
of the Girand Duke Constantine’s particular
care and unxiety. He has already succeeded
in procuring that all the rigging and cordage
necessary for sailing lhiponﬁd be obtained

| solely from Russisn manu The or-
| ganization of & of and stokers
| bas just been completed ; it forms the last link
| in the cbain of operations, by means of which
:Iil:ni:unddloﬂvm&o i
ing vessels into steamers. It

mmhﬁhbmvb'.hljlﬂ‘
continued blockade, it incresses the
price of colonial produce,

child | robbing others of and comfort, des-
ind | troved ymhhmql..‘
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