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BRIGHT SIDE OF SHIELD

TIMES BETTER NOW THAN IN THE
“GOOD OLD DAYS.”

REPLY TO THE PESSIMISTS

Fault Finders Have An Ancestral Record
As Old As the Human Bace— What the
People Have to Be Thaukful For On
thie Thanksgiving Day of 1904—A San-
ll‘Plu-l. of Modern Days.

Snlered according o Act of Parliamentof Can-
ada, in the year 1904, by William Baily,of To-
ronto. atthe Dep't of Agriculture. Otlawa.

Los Angeles, Cal., Nov. 20.—In-re-
ply to the pessimists, the preacher in
this sermon turns theé brighter side
of the picture of our national life
and ‘Shows us that we ought to be
thankful that we are living in times
that have undergone vast improve-
ment since .the ‘‘good old days’’ of
our grandfathers. The text is Psalm

iv., 6, “Thereé be many that say,
Who will show us any good?”’

The depreciators, the carpers, the
fault finders, the calamity howlers,
the pessimists, who like the blind fish
of Kentucky’'s Mammoth cave, can-
not see the light of day, have an an-
cestral record as old as the human
race. They belong especially to no
ome century or generation. Their
family connections are not limited to
the Caucasian race, or to the Ethi-
opian, or to the Malay, or to the
red-skinned American Indian, or to
the Mongolian, or to the jaundice-
faced Chinamen. They are found alike
in the poor man’s hut and the rich
man’s palace, among the sailors on
shipboard and the citizens on land.
Like the Eskimos, they live among
the Arctic icebergs. They thrive well
in the temperate zone. They bask in
the boiling heat of the tropics. They
are found among all social classes of
all nations of all times.

Mythology placed a representative
of the class among the Greek gods on
Mount Olympus. His name was Mo-
mus, the god of fault finding and
mockery. He took pleasure in finding
fault with men. He found fault with
the gods themselves. He criticized
Vulcan because after he had made
man. he did not place a window in
his breast, so that man’s thoughts
could be seen by the passcrsby. He
denounced Minerva after she had
built a house because she did not
make the house movable. He found
fault with Neptune because he did
not place the horns of the beast he
had created farther forward in his
forehead, so that he could fight bet-
ter. He kept on finding fault with
everybody and everything until at
last the gods became disgusted and
drove Momus out of heaven, because,
said they, ‘‘heaven can be no heaven
with a chronic fault finder around.”

What the Grecian mythological
gods said in reference to heaven with
& Momus in it .is literally true. No
society on earth can be happy or
contented with a chronic grumbler
around. And yet, coming up to the
glorious celebration of our autumnal
Thanksgiving day of 1904, we find
our pessimistic Momuses everywhere.
This is the time whén we ought to
be making an inventory of all our
blessings; instead of which these
modern ¢alamity howlers are making
a false collection of misanthropic
statements. ' They are also making
their pessimistic prophecies. Not on-
ly are they saying that the world is
going to the dogs, but they further-
more assert that it has already gone
to the dogs. ‘‘Why,”’ they say, ‘‘we
have nothing to be thankful for this
Thanksgiving day, *Tis true there is
more money in the world, more than
ever before, but we do not have it.
Our social, civie and spiritual condi-
tions for the great mass of folks
were never at as low ebb as they are
to-day. Who will show us any good?"”
they cry, as the calamity howlers of
my text cried in David’s time, thou-
sands of years ago.

Some of these modern fault finders
are trying to make our times out to
be much worse than were the an-
eient times. I will pick up their chal-
lenge. They ask, ‘“Who will show us
any good?”’ I answer, ‘I will.”” And
I will show that the church of Jesus
Christ is better to-day spiritually
than the ancient church. I will
show that modern Governments are
beétter and the homes are better and
people in the mass are higher toned
morally and better. The fact that a
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Thanksgiving time are going

finding fault with things does not in
the least prove that most people are
poorly clad, poorly fed, poorly hous-
ed and under the merciless heels of
despotic tyrants. As a rule, you will
find that those pcople who grumble
the most have the least to grumble
about. ;

The Momus of political life declares
that there is nothing in our nation-
al life to warrant thanksgiving. He
says: ‘““Modern rulers and legislators
are selfish oppressors. They do not
govern by God’s Golden Rule, but
by force. The code of civilized na-
tions is immoral, merciless and un-
just. It connives at the crimes of
gover t and cond the theft
of a province. Strong governments

er governments. Within these govern-
ments one social class places the
voke of tyranny upon the other so-
| cial class. Within those governments
laws are not equitable and just. We
find that the poor man who steals a
loaf of bread to avert starvation is
hustled off to jail, as Jean Waljean
was sent to galleys with a twen-
ty years’ senténce for stealing two
loaves of bread to feed the gaunt
and haggard and starving children of
his widowed sister. On the other
hand, a man like James Fisk, if he
is a big enough scoundrel to steal a
railroad, can defy justice, while a
millionaire, like Edward Stokes, who
shoots .a James Fisk, has no more
to fear from the gallows than a leo-
pard has who slays a helpless fawn.'’
““No,”” say the living pessimists,
‘“our modern governments and their
internal laws are all corrupt. There

are none that doeth good—no, mnot
oune, not one."”’

'Tis true, O carping critic and ca-
lamity howler against rulers and na-
tional laws, that modern govern-
ments are not all that. they ought
to be. This is not the age of perfec-
tion even in legislative hall or Presi-
dential Cabinet or Privy Council of
the king. Perhaps England did not
do right in her dealings with the
African Boers. I’0ssibly the United

in compelling Mexico at the point of
the bayonet to cede to her all of
Texas, all of New Mexico, one-half of
the present State of Colorado, all of
Arizona, all of Nevada, all of Utah
and the whole of California. We
know that Russia, trying to steal
Manchuria, and Turkey, in her mas-
sacre of the Armenians, have been
outrageously wicked. We know' that
Spain, in her cruclties toward Cuba
and the Philippines, and the United
States Government, in its cruel
treatment of the North American In-
dians, have done wrong. But though
modern governments in some of their
dealings with the weaker nations and
with their own weaker subjects may
have been sinfully culpable the pre-
sent governments are as far ahead of
the ancient governments in right-
eousness and justice as the bright-
ness of mid-noon is ahead ,of the
darkness of midnight.

Compare the conquests of our day
with the conquests of ancient times.
Like the eagles of ancient Rome, the
British standard has been unfurled in
every clime., It waves over an Em-
pire greater than Rome ever domi-
nated. What does England do when
she conquers a country? Study her
treatment of India. She immediately
stamped out in India the horrors of
infanticide and suttce. She immedi-
ately made the home safe and com-
pelled man to respect the liberties of
man. She gives to her subjects f ev-
ery land she rules civil and religious
liberty. She makes it possible for ev-
ery man to worship God in his own
way. What England has done for In-
dia and her other colonies the Unit-
ed States Government is doing for
Alaska and the FPhilippines and Por-
to Rico. What did ancient Rome do
when she conquered a country? Did
she consider her conquered colonies a
sacred trust? Did she care for ‘their
rights as carefully as she would care
for her own people’s rights? Oh, no.
In ancient times the law of conguest
implied the right to enslave and op-
press the conquered foe. When Scipio
‘Aemilianus returned -from his cele-
brated Carthaginian wars what did
he do? He brought back with him
60,000 of his late foes whom he had
not slain upon the field of battle and
sold them in the common slave mar-
kets to be the chattels of the Ro-
mans. These men who fought for
their country’s liberties now had to
moan and wince and beg for mercy
under the slave master’s lash. When
Caijus Marius made his triumphal en-
try in Rome he handed: over 140,000
Cimbri as spoils for the slave mar-
kets. Acmilius Paulus’ conquest over

trample ‘upon the rights of the weak-

Jot of chromle croakers at this| yis Greeks glutted the Roman slave

markets with 150,000 captives of
war,
and Caesar gave to Rome at least
1,000,000 riew slaves. I ask you, are
not our modern governments ln.tbexr
treatment of fallen foes more merci-

ful and just than were the ancient
vernments?
go’I‘he Governments are better and

'continually ‘growing better. The
churches are also purer in thought.
They have higher
ity and.morality than they. ever had
before. It is easy enough for men
and“women to sit down and criticise
the pew, and criticis¢ the pulpit, and
criticise the ways of raising church
money, and criticise the choir loft,
but. I want to tell you that the
church of the Lord Jesus Christ is
not only purer in thought, but that
the leaders of the churches as well
as the common people are purer in
their spiritual lives: :

There is more tolerance and
humanity in the modern church. In
ancient times no mercy was shown by
the leaders of the church to heretics.
When they heard of men who differed
from th doctrines of ‘the church
they imniediately got together theip
thumbscrews and instruments of tor-
ture. They started forth with sword
and spear and battleax. They said,
“If you will not believe as we be-
lieve we will
and blind your eyes and cripple your
jeet and burn your homes and ‘slay
vour sSons and daughters.” Raed
the history of the covenanters. Read
the story of the massacre of St.
Bartholomew at Paris. Read the
history of the dark ages. Look at
Charlemagne trying to convert his
kingdom by having the priests drive
the masses into the water like herds
of cattle and there baptize them by
the wholesale. Christianity became
a matter of political allegiance. In-
dividual conviction, spiritual purity,
devotion to Christ, counted for little
in those times. Men did not read or
think. They accepted without ques-
tion the dogmas of the leaders of
church and state, some of whom were

States Government did not do right |

men without principle, openly im-
| moral of life. ILet us thank God
that we did not live in those times.
There is still much to be desired. We
are still far from Christ’s ideal, but
as we read of those times of spiri-
tual and moral darkness we realize
how far the church has advanced.

So lax were the ideas of the Chris-
tian church a hundred years ago that
after a presbytery meeting it was the
usual custom for the presbytery to
adjourn to a nearby tavern, and all
the ministers would there openly
drink their intoxicating liquor the
same as the majority of the sports
of a race track would now drink.
The assistant pastor of my Chicago
church told me when he ertered the
ministry every minister of the pres-
bytery which ordained him, with the
exception of one, publicly drank in-
toxicating liquors. Yet, he further-
more stated, that within a few years
he lived to see all the ministers of
his presbytery total abstainers and
out and out temperance advorates,
with but one exception. Among the
records of a presbytery in the west-
ern part of Pennsylvania I have been
told that one church elected one of
its members an elder because that
@an on the day of the laying of a

cornerstone of the church furnished a
barrel of whiskey, so that all who
came to the cornerstone laying could
drink as much as they would.

Then, too, there is improvement in
our creature comforts. The private
homes of the present day have bet-
ter wardrober, better food, healthier
and warmer living rooms, better pic-
tured walls, better musical instru-
ments, better carpeted floors, better
libraries, better furniture, than they
have ever had beforé. The common
laborers of this day live far better
than the common people of any other
age have ever lived, while, on the
other hand, the middle classes, to
which most of us belong, live far bet-
ter than the princes and princesses
of old lived. It is about time for
some of us to stop praising the
“‘castled walls'’ of chivalric times.
A Cinderella’s slipper might change
a peasant girl into a queen, but' the
average queen of the olden times did
not have as many luxuries as many
merchants’ wives have at the pre-
sent day. \ {

I would sooner live in my present
modest home than in the damp
rooms where Mary, Queen of Scots,
had to dwell. And as for the habi-
tations of my grandfathers and
grandmothers, they were places no
living man would now put up with
for a moment. We sentimentally talk
about the andirons of the old
fashioned fire hearth. Did you ever
try the luxury of one? Most of the
rooms of the old farmhouses had
to be closed in winter, because they
could never be kept warm. In the

| bedrooms the ice would freeze in the

pitchers. In the kitchens our grand-
fathers would be hugging the fires
and burning their coat tails on one
side of them while they were having
a whole carnival of -chills playing
hide and seek on the other side of
their physical anatomies. Then our
grandfathers, for the most part, had
the pleasure of dressing without any
woollen underwear next to their
skins. They had the luxury of mal-
arial fever, scarlet fever and diph-
theria, which used to ravage almost
every house on account of poor wat-
er and drainage. They had the lux-
ury of sitting up in the house at.
night and using a small tallow
candle light to read by when they
were not too tired to read.

to him who is the Giver

od gifts! “Think ©f the mer-
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cut out your tongue ;

ing table and lays the soothing hahd
of benumbment upon the twitching
nerves and the agonizing brain! Tell
me, O sick man, that this is not a bet-
ter time to live in than those times
in which our grandfathers lived!

Then to-day make a big inventory
of the blessings of the modern pub-
lic school system of America. In olden
times it was the exception for the
son or a daughter of a home to have
what is called a liberal education.
But though a hundred or even fifty
years ago the man who had a liber-
al educatiom was the exceptivn, the
man of the generation which is to
come after ms who is an uneducated
man will be the exception. Uh,
carping pessimist, do you not sc
any blessing to-day in the fact that
you can educate your mind so that
vou can daily be the associate of the
master minds of the centuries? Do
you not see a blessing in the fact
that Shakespeare and DBurns and
Scott and Irving and Motley and
Prescott and Gladstone and Webster
and Edison and Millet and Raphael
and Angelo and Beethoven and Wag-
ner and Thorvaldsen can all be invit-

- ed to your study desk any night you

will, to paint, or sing, or chisel, or
preach, or teach for you? Education
is not a mere affectation. Education
is the wings of inspiration which lift
a man up so that his horizon takes
in all lands, all seas, all worlds and
all ages.

Is notr the opportunity of develop-
ing the mind and heart and the life
of man by education a great advance-
ment over the educational opportuni-
ties which were offered to the genera-
tions that are past and gone?

Thus at this glorious Thanksgiving
time I find the world is not only
growing better, but it is better than
it has even been before. I find we
have a better Government, a better
church, better homes, better physical
and mental men and women and het-
ter children to take our places after
we are gone. Let us thank God on
this coming harvest festival for what
he has done for us. May we pray to
him te give us strength to go on
doing the work he has given us to
do, and may the time come when our

future work may yield even far
greater harvests, mental, physical
and spiritual, than the womk of the
past and the present have vielded.
In thanking God for the blessings of
the Thanksgiving Day of 1904 let us

also thank him that as this Thanks-
giving is better than any Thanks-
giving in which our ancestors lived
so we may employ all our talents
and energies to make this world even
a better world in the future than it
is at the present time.

The Value of Charcoal

Few People Know How Useful it is in
Preserving Health apd Beauly.
Nearly everybody knows that char-

coal* is the safest sad most clficient
dis.nfectant and purifier in nature,
but few realize its value when taken
in.o the huiman system for the same
cleansing purpose,

Charcoal is a remedy that the more
you take of it the better; it is not a
drug at all, but simply absorbs the
gases and impurities always present
in the stomach and intestines and
carries them out of th> system.

Charcoal sweetens the breath after
smoking, drinking or after eat.ng
onions and other odorous vegetables.

Charcoal effectually clears and im-
proves the complexion, it whitens the
teeth and further acts as a matural
and eminently safe cathartic.

It absorbs the injurious gases which
collect in the stomach and bowels; it
disinfects the mouth and throat from
the poison of catarrh.

All druggists sell charcoal in one
form or another, but probably the
best charcoal and the most for the
money is in Stuart’s Charcoal Lozen-
ges; they are composed of the finest
powdered illow charcoal, and other
harmless antiseptics in tablet form
or rather in the form of large, pleas-
ant tasting lozenges, the charcoal
being mixed with honey.

The daily use of these lozenges will
soon tell in a much improved condi-
t.an of the general health, better
complexion, sweeter breath and purer
blood, and the beauty of it is, that
no possible harm can result from
their continued use, but on the con-
trary, great benefit.

A "Buffalo physician in speaking of
the benefits of charcoal, says: *“I ad-
vise Stuart’s Charcoal Lozenges to
all patients suffering from gas in
stomach and bowels, and to clear the
ccmplexion and purify the breath,
mouth and throat; I also believe the
liver is greatly benefited by the daily
use of them: they cost but twenty-
five cents a box at drug stores, and
although in some sense a patent
preparation, yet I believe I get more
and better charcoal in Stuart’s Char-
conl Lozenges than in any of the
ordinary charcoal tablets.”

e e .
German Puns.

The Germans are given to puns
ning after a ponderous sort, and
their language is well adapted to it.
The eastern war gives them plenty of
opportunities. At DBerlin the newest
name for the commander of the Rus-
siun armies in Manchuria is General
““Kuroki-packten,”” meaning thercby
that he has been ‘‘collared”” (gepacht)
by Kuroki.

At the time of the Dreyfus ‘‘af-
faire,”” too, the Berlin wits asked,
“‘Wie tief ist Franpkreich gesunken?'’

(*“How far has France sunk?’’)

'“'Drey-fus,’* was the aniwer—"t}u-a

feet."”’ -
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DON'T 1AKE OUR WORD

an infusion of

Black tea,

“SALADA"

Ceylon Natural Green Tea and you will find it
nitely superior to any Japan you ever tasted.

:+ old in sealed lead packets the s3me as
By all grocers.

But take the teapot and make

infie
It is
“SALADA"

i

It is just as essential to eat
fresh air as to breathe it.

By an ingenious device ap-
plied only to

Souvenir

The Gurney,

Hamilton Teronto

Qur personal guarantee as well as that

Ranges

fresh air is made to pass through small flues,
of the oven, just back of the hot fire box. Thus heated, it
enters the oven and by a direct current of air the impuri-
ties and cooking odors are carried up the chimney.

This arrangement makes Souvenir ovens purer, sweeter,
more active and easier to heat and manage than any others.

Tilden Company,
Manufacturers

Montreal
of the makers goes with every stove.
Call and see the Souvenir Ranges.

[& Geo. Stephens & Co.

NSNS \T’l &
Properly Aerated Ovens

over the top

Limited

Winnipeg Vancouwer

BUY YOUR
COAL NOW

We handle Coal and Woed,
Wholesale and Retail.  All
orders receive prompt attention
Tel. 253. Cor. William and
G.T.R.

SERLING & KOVINSKY

L2
Lime,

Cement
Cut Stone.
We keep the besb In steck at right

JONN H. OLDERSHAW,

Thames Street,
Opposite Police
Station..-

The Duties
of an Executor

Are tou onerous to be attended
to properly by any individ-
ual or corporation except
the one making a specialty
of it.  Correspondence and
interviews invited,

THE LONDON AND WESTERN

TRUSTS COMPANY, LIMITED,
LONDON. ONT.

Right of the last students placed Canada
luniftzu College, Lhatham, 02:., wtnb' placed at
the fo'lowi ‘ies: Two at $600

sala’ies ; one at
$7c0, four at $720, and one at

tham

them ' to ¢ to Chat
E’fmu nr 'Mh'er m:; College

results ? CAl es are the
Tt ‘of the Kind Phs Sut by dny
on the continent _If you wish to attend
Echo ), ark for our s emera 'h
cannut come t) Chatham, wri
ree C We can teach you

CANADIAN
PACIFIC

Chicago and Return

$8.75 from Chatham, wood goingd
Nov. 27, 28 and 29; returning leaving
Chicago Dec. 5th. \

GUELPH AND RETURN

§4.10 from Chatham; going 3rd ta

9th inclusive:; returning until Degy

12th. |
ST. LOUIS AND RETURN

$10.20 from Chatham; tkbets o

sale daily until Dee. 1st. \

Full_particulars from Cauvadian Paciho
Agents, or A. H. NOTMAN, Assstans
(ieneral Passenger Agent, Toronto, or W.
H. HARPER, City Ticket Agent

RAILWAY

CRAND TRUNK R5s7em
Winter Fair, Suelph

December 5th to 9th, 1894; Singla
First Class Fare for round trip; good
going December 3rd to Decemben
9th; valid feturning until Decemben
12th inclusive. \

Internaiional Live Stock

Expositior, Ghicago,
Ilinois

From CHATHAM, 38B75 for the round
uig, good going November 27th, 28th
and 29th, 1904, valid returning on or be-
fore December s5th, 1904.

For tickets aad all information apply to
N. E. RISPIN, City Ticket Agent, 11§
King $t., Chatham, or Depot Ticket
Agent.

A PERFEQT SERVICE TO THE
GREAT WORLD’S FAIR,

8T. LOUIS, aver the

-y :

at $10.20.

This month will be your last chance
to see this wonderful exposition. On
Dec. 1 its Eates will be closed fow
ever. But the great Wabash traina
will continue to roll into and out of
St. Louis for all time. The shortest,
best and quickest route, and the only
line thaf can land passengers right
at main entrance to World's Fain
Grounds. Passengers leaving Chata
ham on evening train arrive at Sty
Louis next morning. New palace
sleepers and chair cars all the way,
For rates, time-tables and other ina

e | TO OUR CUSTOMEES.

formation, address J. A. Richardson,
Dist. Pass. Agent, N-E. corner King
and Yonge streets, Toronto, and St,
Thomas. i

W. E. Riseiy, C. P. A, Chatham
J. C. PriTcHARD, Depot Agent.




