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THE SITUATION.

The plucky Belgians, who for no-
thing at all have had their men a.nd
youths killed, their womgen and gnr!s
dishonored, their houses and pub?lc
buildings destroyed and their fertile
lands devastated, are again in the thick
of fierce fighting. Antwerp is suffer-
ing a bombardment from land guns
and airships such as no other place in
all history has ever experienced. And
they are staying with it, God help
them! That the place must ultimately
fall is a practical certainty. It is the
chief commercial city of Belgium, and
among other motable buildings pos-
sesses a cathedral which. is one of the
noblest Gothic structures in Europe.
It is 500 feet in length by 240 feet in
width, with a roof supported by 125
pillars and a very lofty spire. ‘The
interior is notably enriched by two of
the greatest paintings of Rubens, the
Elevation Of, and thé Descent From,
+he Cross. There is also an Academy
of Sciences, an Academy of Painting
and Sculpture, medical and surgical
schools, museum, public gardens, and’
so on, All will have to go, torsooth,
because the Kaiser, high priest of cul-
ture, and “Vice-regent of God,” deems
that it is his sacred and divine duty
to bossl and outrage, and humiliate
all the rest of mankind! Faugh!

Meanwhile the battle of the Aisne
still continues. It has now lasted for
twenty-nine days along a front of
approximately 150 miles, and day and
night the shells have screeched and
the rifle bullets whistled. The horrors
of.it all are screened from view, but in
any event, even if correspondents had
been allowed at the front, no word
picture could begin to limn the tra-
gedy.

At the time of writing the position
of the Allies would seem to be some-
what improved, but there is in reality
nothing of a definite nature.

Off the China Sea Japan is bringing
matters to a certain early climax.

THE EMPIRE STANDS

The following editorial is = taken
from the New York Herald:—

“In the face of the »larger issues,
those in which there is involved the
fate of nations, it is quite natural that
some of the minor developments of
this war should be overlooked, even
though these are of great consequence.

“Some German writers have endeav-
oréd to make an apoeal to American
sentiment through raising a ‘color’ is-
ste. The spectacle of Indian troops
being brought to Europe to fight
against white men is harped upon.
When attention is called to the fact
that the United States used its color-
ed troops to splendid advantage 1n
the campaign against the Spaniards in
'Cuba, by way of rejoinder there comes
the assertion, ‘Oh, but they were Am-
ericans!’

“In the scheme of things as this
was seen before the outbreak of the
war by the German strategists two
factors were prominent. One was that
the Irish would take advantage of any
trouble to the British Empire to pro-
mote the independence of Ireland:
the other was that at the first note of
danger there would be a revolution in
India. Perhaps the latter was counted
upon more strongly than the former.
In recent years there has been much
written about the impending ‘conflict
of color,” in which Great Britain was
gictured as sitting on a volcano in In-

ia.

Developments haye demolished both
of these theories. As the Irish are
fighting for the empire so -are the
troops from India. Instead of disloy-
alty in India, all elements there seem
eager to contribute their part to up-
holding the izzat of the British raja.’
There is every reason to assume that
the Indian troops now in France are
just as eager to fight for their flag
as the colored troops of America were
to fight for the Stars and Stripes in
Cuba.

“In any event, what has happened
has shown to the world that the pre-
dicted :collapse of the British Empire
at the supreme crisis has failed to ma-
terialize.”

PROOF OF ATROCITES.

“The Case of Belgium in the Pre-
sent War’ is a volume of 120 pages
issued by the delegation representing
Belgium which recently crossed the
‘Atlantic and laid before President
Wilson, at Washington, a mass of evi-
dence in regard to the invasion of
Belgian territory by German armies
and the outrages committed in viola-
tion of the laws of war by the invad-
ers.

The Belgian Minister of Justice. Mr
Cartqn de Wiart, was appointed by
the King of the Belgians to head the
delegation, with Messrs. de Sadeleer,
Hymans and Vandérvelde, Ministers
of State, as the other three members,
and Count de Lichtervelde as secre-
tary. This book contains the evilence
gaken by the judicial commissian of
u}vest)g;ti()ﬂ appointed by the Bel-
gian Minister ‘of Justice, up'to August
30, when the delegation left Belgium
for Washington, and two supplemen-

4liness which it is hard to imagine can

ence tak up t ptember |
15, the day preceding the reception of
the delegation by President Wilson.

is in each case the actual deposition
made and signed by the witness,

also given. The witnesses are of a
clasges—peasants, - laborers, parish
priests, ‘merchants, school . tea.chgu,
professional men and.others, making
a representative showing of the pop-
ulation in the regions of  Belginm
overrun by the modern Huns who, in
their devastating destruction and pill-:
age, have tortured and outraged fel-
low human beings witli savage beast-

have ever been exceeded»jn dgl_iber—
ate cruelty and lust even in warfare
before the dawn of civilization.

It is a sickening recital of facts, all
duly attested, many 6f_whxch are too
horrible to be dealt with in a public
journal, Here and there in the mass
of evidence there is mention of an
occasional-German officer who show-
ed regard for humanity; but t}'\e facts
set forth in this book constitute an
indictment of a system which cannot
continue in a universe governed by
moral laws—an indictment to make
civilization shudder in horror.

CHAMBERLIN’S OBSERVA-
TIONS.

The observations of .E. J. Cham-
berlin, president of the Grand Trunk
and Grand Trunk Pacific, make pleas-
ant reading. 'He said, among other
ood things: 3
3 ik foungd conditions in the ~West
very satisfactory.” ”

“The increased prices will dg much
to help the shortage in yield.

“The people are very optimistic.”

“They are preparing for a very
”»
large acreage next year.

“The 1915 crop will exceed any’t’hing
they ever had in the northwest.

“The acreage will be increased
twenty-five per cent.”

“We are now running a through
sleeping car train twice a week be’-’
tween Edmonton and Prince Rupert.

“The opening up of the G. drg o
will be a great boon to the Prairie
provinces.”

“They will get a suppl’y of fresh
fish from Prince Rupert.

“Mixed farming will be a great im- |
provement for the Northwest.

«The Fraser River valley is a wide
valley heavily timbered.”

——

“The G. T. P. has handled 5.000
carloads of grain more this year than
last year.”

THE CONTROL OF THE SEAS

The fleets of a great nation are con-

stantly changing, old vessels being
discarded and more modern designs
being built; and even now that great
fations of FEurope are in desperate
conflict on land, the building of new
war vessels continues. Of course, no
entirely new ship can be built out of
hand, for this requires several years
time, but the finishing up of vessels
on which work was begun a long time
ago will, in the near future, add con-
siderably to the strength of both the
English and the German: fleets. Most
valuable lists of the fighting fleets of
the contending nations of Europe are
given in the Scientific American of
October 3rd, and the¢ following facts
in regard to the new ships that will
be added in the near future have not
been heretofore published.
We find then, that in the dread-
nought class, by December 1st, the
British fleet will be increased by the
addition of the “Queen Elizabeth” and
the “Warspite” and by the first of
March by the addition of the “Ma-
laya,” the “Barham,” and the “Vali-
ant.” All five of these ships are sim-
ilar, They are of 27,500 tons displace-
ment, and they are notable as being
the first dreadnoughts to mount the
15-inch gun, of which they will carry
eight in four turrets on the center
line. The 15-inch gun fires a shell
weighing 1,025 pounds, which is dis-
charged with a muzzle velocity of 2,-
500 feet per second and a muzzle en-
ergy of 83,500 tons. The gun weighs
08.6 tons, and it is enormously super-
ior at 10,000 yards to anything afloat
to-day. Another remarkable feature of
these ships is that they will have a
speed of over 25 knots. Their belt
armor will be from 13 to.14 inches-in
thickness, and - this combination - of
qualities will enable them to overtake
a fleeing dreadnought fleet, and by
engaging the vessels at the rear of the
line, force the enemy to accept a flect
action. In the scout class, Great Bri-
tain will add by December 1st, seven
vessels of the type of the “Arethusa,”
which was engaged in the recent fight
at the mouth of the Elbe. These ships
mount two 6-inch and six 4-inch guns
and carry four torpede tubes for the
21-inch torpedoes. The speed is 39
knots. By March 1st Great Britain
will have added two more of this
class,

Germany, before the close of the
present year, should she preserve ther
seaboard intact, should be able to add
three powerful dreadnoughts to her
fleet; the “Markgraf,” the “Grosser
Kurfurst,” and the “Koenig,” vessels
of 25,500 tons displacement and 21.3
knots speed, protected by 14-inch side
armor, and mounting ten ¥2-inch guns
and fourteen 6-inch guns. These ves-
sels are being built at Bremen, Ham-
burg, and Wilhelmshaven, respective-
ly. Before the close-of the year Ger-
many should add to her fine fleet of
fast scout cruisers the “Regensburg”

tary cablegrams summarizing the fur-
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The evidence set forth in this bo i .

[ torpedo tubes. ]
they should have two additional ships

Ia,” ready- for service.

war have a greater or less number of
destroyers and submarines under con-
struction, afd all of them will doubt-
less. maké every effort that the -exi-

complete these craft and put them
afloat.  Great Britain-and Germany,
becauseiof their large facilities, wilk
make undoubtedly a considerable in-
crease, but it is impossible ‘to pre-
diet how many of these craft, and
when, will be completed in the earlier
months of the war.

In addition® to these, France, by
March tst, will be able to.add to her
fleet the “Provence” and ‘‘Bretagne,”
vessels. of 25,500 tons and 21 knots
speed, mounting ten 134-inch guns,
and protected by a 1034-inch belt. :
Russia, by March 1st, will have
compléted her first two dreadnoughts;
“Gangut” and the “Poltava;,” 23,000
tons, and 23 knots speed, each mount-
ing twelve 12-inch guns, in four three
gun turrets, the ships being protected
by o inches of side ‘armor. = :
HOW THE WAR WAS STARTED

Said Austria, “You murderous Serb,
You the peace of all Europe disturb,
Get down on your knees,

And apologize, please, ;

Or I'll kick you right off my front
curb.

Said Servia “Don’t venture too far”
Or I'll call in my uncle the Czar

He *won’t see me licked,

Nor insulted ‘nor kicked,

So yowd: better leave things as they
are.

Said the Kaiser, push in that Serb’s
face,

It will teach him to stay in his place
1f Russia says “bool”

I'm in thé game too ‘

And right quickly will settle the case.

The Czar said, my cousin, the Kaiser,
Was always a good advertiser,

He’s determined to fight,

And insists, he ‘#s right,

But soon he’ll'be older and wiser.

“For forty-four ' stimmiers,” said France
I have waited and watched for a
chance ' .

To wrest Alsace-Lorraine

Froem the Germans again, :

And now is the time to advance.

Said Belgium:“When armies immense
Pour over my boundary fence

I'll wake from my nap

And put up a scrap

They’ll remember a hundred years
hence.

Said Johm Bull “This ’ere Kaiser's a
slob,

And his work isn’t worth ’arf a bob”
If 1 lets Belgium suffer

I’m a blank blooming duffer,

So ’ere goes for a crack at his nob.

Said Italy, I think IIl stay out,

Till I know what the row is about
It’s a' far better plan

Just to sell my banan

Till the issue 1s plain without doubt.

Said our good uncle Samuel, I swaow
I had better keep -out of this row,
For. with Mormons and niggers
And greasérs, I figgers

I have all Lkin handle just fiow.

THE BRITESH
CHEF 9T

In the Centre of Battle
Line Victory Was'
Most Complete.

—e

[By Special Wire to the Courier]

LONDGON, Oct. 9.—The Times
correspondent south of the Aisne
says:

‘““At one centre—and that the
most important—tie British vic-
tory on the River Aisne is now
complete, The Germans have
evacuated. their trenches, leaving
in some of them many soldiers
who died from a severe visit of
typhoid. = They left two of their
heaviest guns in the quarries,
heavily cemented in place..

“Two salient events marked the
gat_t of the fighting, . of which

oissons was the cemter. First,
the capture by the allies of Fort
Conde after..a siege of 16 days,
and second the _remarkable
slaughter by the British in the last
of a series of German attacks.

“It is agreed that wherever the
Germans have dealt severe havoc
to the allies around this position
their success was due wholly to
a spy system.  The allies soon
found out that the Germans were
able to diagnosé ;heir movements
readily, and instituted a system-
atic search for offenders. . They
captured seven spips, one of them
a woman, who used electric flash-
light signals from a window.

“It.is not altogether true to say
that the battle of the. Aisne  is
over even now, but in the past few
days, considerable areas have been
deserted by the Germans and
great wedges of the allies forces
thrown forward.”

. RUGS AND CARPETS
Brighten your honie for little money
-with Crompton'v rugs and carpets.

_Frank Sakdéski, a Galician, Toronto,
killed his wife, and thén inflicted in-
juries .on himself from which he died

All of the mavies engaged in the}

gencies of the war will permit tof
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of Coats an
A word to the wise should be sufficient. - Our
stock of smart, nobby ‘and attractive lo,oking ready-
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to-wear is_seécond to none. Prices you will find on
the bottom rung of the ladder.
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PERSIANNE CLOTH COAT—A very smart and attractive-looking
coat, shown in Black only, lined throughout. The price is with- $15 00
in the ranggjof everybody. Special at.... . .o LAVAV S

A very smart new Basqué Suit, with tunic coat, is shown, in fine N'avy
Blue Suiting Serge or Broadcloth. Coat is satin lined and neatly trimmed

with braid and buttons, finished with black silk velvet collar. $25 00
Special at .. : °

A large range of Fancy Boucle, Zibelines, Velours and plain cloth Coats

shown in a variety of the season’s newest styles. Your choice of $8 95
the new shadings.: Special at iR 2 -
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Ladies’ and Misses Plaid and Check. Coats, shown in
SPECIAL the new Redingote style. VERY SPECIAL AT...

$12.75
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That new Gown or
Suit demands a
new style Corset
and. why not let
us fit you perfect-
ly‘with a

“GOSSARD”

The only perfect
fitting.front-laced
corset made.
There are other
makes, but this is
perfection in cor-

L setry.
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VELVETS !

27-INCH CORDED VELVET-—Fine or heavy Cord
Velvet, 27 inches wide, in Alice, Navy, Tan, Elec-
tric, Royal, Brown, Brass, Tango, Scar- 5
let; Ruby. . Specialial.i. ... . a- 9(:
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CHIFFON FINISH VELVET-—23-inch fine ¢hiffon
finish Costume Velveteen, guaranteed fast pile,
shown in Black and all the newest shades.

Special at . 59(:
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ENGLISH COSTUME VELVET-—42-inch fine im-
ported English Costume Velvet, guaranteed fast
pile and fast color, in the new shades of Dark

Green, Beetroot, Alice, Navy, Rose, 2
Royal, Grey. Specialiat,......c. 0. 095

32-INCH CORDED VELVET-—6 boxes of 32-inch
Costume Corded Velvet, in Brown, Navy, Alice,

Ruby, Rose and Tango. Special '
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UNDERSKIRTS
A special line of Silk Moir-

ette Underskirts, in Black

and all colors, 474-inch fine
pleated frill.

SPECIAL
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Wool Tartans

The largest range of heavy wool Plaids and Tartans

shown in the city. Every style of plaid is $1 25
shown. Width 45 to 54 in. Special prices50c to 4
I

French Cabardenes

An all wool French Gabardines, 50 inches V\;idé;
shown in all the leading fall shades, suitable
L{or the new style dresses or suits. Special price

$1.10 4
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: DISTRIBUTION,
_Just over one thousdand dollarg
listributed to the dependants of -
lunteers now at the front, by A
argrove and Mr, J. L. Axford
the city hall this morning.  This
the fourth civic payment.

RQR'FAIR READERS
_The old referénce room at the
rary will be renovated and resto
to. its former , 4s soon as
sible. It is intended to make it in
osy ladies reading room in place
i Being utilized for "

4 |

;’:l‘h_e“‘?ﬁ%af.th‘ﬁ'ts ‘of West Brantf
are complaining of the effluvia wh
stirounds the ‘western end of
é.grnqhgndge. The odor of foul 2
decaying matter is nauseating, and
i, felt that some ;&ﬁosi; should |
taken a5 a sanitry precaution whg
the city is fillin gin waste ground
A GOOD SALE..

. Mr.'S. G. Read had a most s
cessful furniture sale yesterday aft
ndon at the residence of Mrs. Do
inger, 14 Chatham street. The croy
was so great that the greater portil
of the goods had to be sold on
lawn. Mrs. Doeringer, who is ¢
of -the oldest residents of Brantfos
is/leaving for New York where §
will reside with her.som, The b
wighes of many friefids will follg
her to her new home. ‘

—-
BALLOON DISAPPEARED,
Excitement was intense at the ’
M. C. A. yesterday afternoon wh
hetndreds of schoel children assemb!
to watch the release and ascent of
“Red” balldon. Numbers of them }
bitycles and were intent upon follo
ing the ballobh to secure the e
bership which attaches to the ret
of a pennant attached. Their hop
were dashed to the ground, 'or rath
disappeared into space as the ballo
soared away and stedily rose um
it sailed out of sight to the northeag
probably two or thtee miles from ti
Y.M.C.A. and still going.

) Al
BOARD OF TRADE

The Board of Trade thas recéivd
the followini communication :—“TH
Mdnchester Association of Importe
anid Exporters have placed on recod
the following resolution: ‘The Assq
cmtlon_'represgntiqg a]tl"classe; of th
micantile and. manfufacturing  ¢o
mlinity of m's'*aism%’;‘mmﬁ %36?’%
pression to their feelings of gratitud
for and admiration of the spirit
loyalty and devotion to the Britis
Empire shown at this crisis by th
King’s Overseas Dominions and pos
sgssions in offering the services
their troops and %y giving valuabl
asSistafice in other wdys. The united
sefvices of the soldiers of His Ma
jesty the King, assembled from al
parts of the Empire. to take part i
this great war will further strengthey
the ties and interests which alread
bind together the variotis sectiofis o
the Empire in one united whole,

2 . e
L. E. & N. PLANS.

A Galt despatch says: “On Sepf
29 the Dominion Railway Board held
a sitting here in regard to plans of théd
line of the Lake Erie & Norther
ratlway through Galt, and on the samg
day the plan for the extension through
Jacksen Park was approved, bit judg
ment on the other plan, a revised loca
tion from Bruce to Main streets, wa
withheld. A memorandurh of the As
sistant Chief Commissioner, D’Arcy
Scott, just received, conveys the in
formation that this application ha
been also granted. - The R. McDougal
Co. strenuously objected to the re
vised plan, as the original provided
for its factory being an the right o
way, and then also because it owng
the pond of which the railway pur
poses taking part as a location fo
the station. The town of Galt als
fought hard to have the railway madd
to stay with the original plan, as thg
town wanted Mill creek diverted.”
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‘Saturday

Infants’ Shoes, reg
Saturday

Little lads’ Dongola
$1.00. Saturday .

Misses’ Patent Bluf
$2.50. Saturday

Boys’ Box Calf Blud
$2.00. Saturday
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