
874 CLEARING IN THE WEST
the cattie foraging through the straw stacks, hunting
vainly for a green blade, lifted their heads when they
heard the first liquid note of the littie gray messenger.

The winter had its compensation too, ini the skating
and curling rink at Wawanesa, and though it was three
miles away, Jack and I went two nights a week, and
skated until the manager began to turn out the lights.
When we came home gloriously hungry, we always
found a banked fire in the kitchen stove with oatmeal por-
ridge slowly cooking in the double bolier and this with
crearn and brown sugar nmade an "Alter The Game-
supper, which has neyer been surpassed. I had no fear8
of being overweight then, for I was trying hard to make
the even hundred. Mother was quite content to go to
bed on these nights and not worry about me, for had I
not the protection of a maie relative?

The last night of the skating came, when the soft ice,
Warned US that the spring was upon us, and before the
evening was over littie pools of water had gathered i
the corners of the rink. We had the band that night,
and the music, no niatter was the tune was, had a fate-
fui and solemu sound, for it was the end of the season-
and before another time of ice had corne there would be
changes and partings, and the old crowd would be brôken
up-we, who had such pleasant times together.

Beside the skating rink lay the curling rink, where the
older men threw the stones each night, and froni which
the thunder of roiling stones travelling on ice, cracking
together and rolling away again, mingled with the band
music. It was ail part of a scene which 1 like to remnem..
ber-and which I knew that night would not corne to me
again, for life was moving rapidly ini my small 'world.

1 was going to be married the next summer. I liat
began to thinlc seriously of marriage after Jack had told
me he was going to get married soon. I was quite settied
ini my mind, and 1 knew 1 could be happy with Wes. We
did not always agree but he was a f air fighter, and I
knew I would rather fight with him than agree with any..


