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FARMERS’ BILL OF RIGHTS
Our predictions are being fulfilled by the 

actions of. the local associations throughout 
the three 1‘rairie Provinces in appointing 
delegates to go to Ottawa on December 16. 
The farmers are taking hold of the matter 
in all seriousness, as becomes such an im­
portant situation. When the farmers find 
it necessary to send a huge delegation to 
Ottawa to present a Dill of Mights to their 
duly elected representatives in Parliament 
it can well he considered that a crisis has 
arrived in national affairs. Farmers as a 
class in all countries are the last to resent 
injustice, hut when thoroughly aroused they 
|k»ssvss a determination which brings them 
due consideration from the |Hiwcrs that lie. 
This is the case in Western Canada and 
Ontario today. For a generation hack the 
fanners have carried certain other class.-a 
on their hacks and liave done it with the 
ho|ie that at some time these parasites would 
fulfil their pledge and remove the burden. 
Now, however, these s|ieeiul privileged 
claws have been brought face to fare with 
their Tonner pledges and have ojvenly and 
insolently said to the fanners, “You must 
continue to carry ua whether you want to 
or not.** The fanners are a long suffering 
rlaas of people, hut this is the last straw. 
They are now demanding s square deal 
at the hands of Parliament. They will get 
that square deal. Of that we are assured 
because the fanners possess the power not 
only to demand but to secure their rights 
They may not secure it all at once, hut it 
behooves I'arliament to give a su'wtantial 
and immediate guarantee of their intention 
to grant justice to the farmers.

Ity the time this reaches our n-adera there 
will lie more than one hundred delegates 
appointed. l‘ros|ierts are that there will lie 
at least four hundred from the West and 
nearly as many from Ontario. These men 
will rrprrernl the agricultural ernlimrnt of 
all Canada. In the Weal they presented 
their esae to Sir Wilfrid IsMirirr last sum- 
nter, and the fairness, moderation and jus­
tice of their demands lies excited the 
admiration of the whole Knglsah-epraking 
world The only opimnenta are llie hendl- 
nance of special privilege ami those politi­
cians of both parties who consider it wise to 
ester to the corporal ions rather than to the 
people. A further |irvernlalioo of the 
fanners' esse, carefully elalmrated ss to 
causes underlying and supported hy the 
independent farmers' organisations of 
F astern Canada, will carry still more weight 
Though we do not fat or any rabid demands 
on the part of the farmers, yet we see no 
reason for any undue humility on their pert 
They are producing more weelth than all 
the other rlaasre in Canada put together, 
and that is all that is nereuury to eiplein 
when presenting their demands to their 
elected representatives. There ia no attempt 
on the pert of the faroi'Cl to embarrass the 
federal government The présentai ion is 
being made to I'arliament ami its mrenege 
is one to be carefully considered by every
awmhrr

At the present time ninety live per rent 
of the people of Canada are being taxed for 
the lienefli of the other live per rent. XVe 
are told that this makes the farmers pros­
perous llut when a farmer pars St cents 
la* on every dollar's worth of boots. 33 
cents tas on every dollar "a worth of woollen 
clothing. 20 rents la* on every dollar's 
worth of agricultural implements and the 
major portion of this tax goes into the 
pockets of a few "patriotic" manufacturers

it is difficult to see where the prosperity 
t-omes in for the farmer. If this means 
prosperity for the farmers then the tax 
should he doubled at once so that farmers 
may liecoiue wealthy. This nonsense has 
gone far enough and the farmer cannot be 
fooled any further.

One thing that should lie insisted upon by 
the Ottawa delegation is that there should 
he no delay in redueiug the tariff. It can he 
done with rase at this winter's seseion and 
it should lie done. Any tariff commission 
that may he appointed will only delay the 
relief and will accomplish nothing. There 
has already been a surfeit of commissions. 
The government is already celled of the 
necessary facts to work u|a>u and has no 
excuse for delay. The ap|M»intment of a 
tariff commission will mean that the tariff 
will not he altered for two years and even 
then the tariff communion will not likely 

u a re|Hirt satisfactory lu the farmers 
of Canada. Western farmers have gone un 
record in favor of a tariff for revenue only. 
The great majority of our manufacturing 
industries in Canada are well able to stand- 
u|w»n tlieir own feet now without govern­
mental aaaislanee. The tariff should be com­
pletely almliahed on these articles. There 
may he some few industries lliat will suffer 
if tlie tariff protection ia removed, sod in 
these canes it ia for the people of Canada 
to decide if it ia heller to have these articles 
made in Canada or to get them a great deal 
cheaper somewhere else. A tariff for revenue 
ran lie worked out in only one way, namely, 
by having an excise duly equal to the cus­
toms tariff on each article that is to he taxed. 
This is the only way by which the whole 
tariff revenue can be turned into the Domin­
ion treeaury where it ia intended to go This 
is the method adopted in Kngland and the 
only method by which tariff for revenue can 
lie impoard It would l»e a great boon to 
Canada ami would end the system in vogue 
today by which the government lakes money 
nut of the farmers' porkets and pula it Hilo 
the pockets of the manufacturers It is real 
tariff for revenue and that is what tlie 
fanners have demanded.

The huge I onuses on the steel ami iron 
industries ia Canada expire next year These 
honusre to tlie extent of $14,1*10.1X10 have 
enabled these industries to pay lug div blends 
upon their watered capital, and the steel and 
iron magnates will fight hard to have them 
renewed It is juet that much fourni money 
to them. If I'arliament will not renew the 
bounties then there will be a fight to have 
a very high land placed on et eel ami Iron 
for the some purpose This should he fought 
to a finish by tlie farmers Today In Canada 
there la growing up a system of mooo|mlles 
similar to thorn which practically rule the 
Vailed States Our tariff and bounty ays 
tern fosters and encourages these monopolies, 
and teg years more of the present methods 
will make representative rule a farce. The 
clames of special privilege will have the 
shackles eo tightly rivetted upon the necke 
of the people that nothing abort of s revolu­
tion will bring relief Now a the time to 
remove the trouble before It has become too 
deepsested. The farmers should no* be de- 
lerred from demsmling their full righto by 
the fewr that they will not get all they aak 
for They are in the midst ef a big fight 
for their rights and it will not be milled 
for s number of years They should demand 
full justice sod then me the! they get H. 
Puhlir sentiment is behind them, even though 
the corporal ion prisa ami the beneficiaries 
of special privilege would endeavor to have

them think otherwise. If the farmers have 
a grievance then redress is worth fighting 
for; if not, then they should leave things as 
they are. They can get whatever ms liars 
of "justice they demini, bat they must be 
firm. The txriff xhiuli be reduce 1 this 
winter and reach a revenue basis within five 
years. s

PROTECTION, LABOR, MONOPOLY
l.'ndvr the protective tariff iuono|iolies*are 

growing up in Canada at an enormous rats 
As aoou ss the menufacture of any com­
modity is controlled hy • number of capital­
ists the price of that commodity is immedi­
ately advanced. The extra profit goes into 
the iwckete of the capitalists The manu­
factured goods are not improved in quality 
and the lalmrer receives no better reiiulnera- 
tion for liis services Hy the leather com­
bine, the cement combine and llie implement 
combine the price is steadily increased. Tlie 
workrosn receives no better remuneration, 
liera use his scale of wages is largely regu 
lated hy the unions and the employers will 
grant no increase unless threatened by s 
•trike Should an increase he granted, the 
workman would he little belter off under 
the present conditions because he would 
have to pay fur everything at tariff 
enhanced prices Lot us consider who would 
profit if the price of Western wheel should 
go up five rents per bushel Naturally we 
would say the farmers would b# that much 
‘•etter off. Hut would they! Not St sIL 
The monofwiles which now control maaufae- 
lures in Canada would at one# note the 
prosperity of the farmers Tlie prires of 
manufactured goods would go up liltle by 
little and the five cents would be eaten up. 
so that it would practically all go into the 
Isorkete of the mooo|iolirs The farmer has 
no protection for his labor, neither bas tbs 
workman There is no tariff against labor 
Farmers are being rushed into this country 
by our government The manufacturers 
favor this to increase their markets Skilled 
workmen cea come from any country In the 
world end compete with our own. The 
fermer sella hie produce and also hie lalwr 
in competition with the world. The work­
men and the farmers buy in • protected 
market where the profits huge and unreas­
onable. go into the pockets of protected 
manufacturers Wherein lies the remedy! 
It is simply ■ matter of reducing the tariff, 
ami plaring ■ tax upon mooo|wly in every 
form This system end no other will give 
"equal rights to ell awl spécial privileges 
to none " The tariff needs only to he under­
stood hy the people of Canada and H will 
be remedied

runic ownKsar a*d orauno* 01 notwk

While the tariff burden ie the heevieet the 
Western people here to retry, yrt lb# mil- 
way awl elevator ait nation appeels more 
strongly Seceuee the robbery la mors evident 
The farmers have demamied publie owner­
ship awl operation ef the Hudson Day Hall­
way awl else ef the terminal elevators No* 
s single argument has her* advanced against 
their demands eseept Ihel the government 
doe# not like the principle ef public owner­
ship The people ere supposed to he the 
government If the people want government 
ownership thee they have e right In H. No 
other mesne can he aderted that will make 
the terminal elevators give e square deal to 
the fermera and protect the quality ef (has 
dieu wheel on the markets ef the world 
The klieneeota lew will net rm*ore the roe


