
TICKED UP AT RANDOM• J
“ The latest craze in the east is the. 

compound oxygen drink,” said a travel
ing man. “There are a half dozen 
establishments that are doing a rushing 
business in catering to this sort of dissi
pation. They are patronised exclu
sively by men and women of the high
est social position, the women outnum
bering the men," The sensation 
produced by the inhalation uf the 
oompovnd oxygen is described to me 
by those who have tried it as ecstatic. 
There is nothing known to the science 
of medicine or pharmacy that equals its 
delights. Big quaffs of it that fill the 
lungs’ air ce'ls are said to eet all the 
nerves of the body a-ting^e and the 
brain in a delicious whirl The effect 
lasts all the way from five minutes to 
an hour, according to the person, and 
it is said to have no deleterious results, 
except a peculiar mental collapse, from 
which the dissipator doesn’t recover 
for sc viral hours. While under the 
strange influence of tbe stuff one Heels 
completely lost to the world and obli
vious to everything terrestrial That 
is the reason it is called the compound 
oxygen drink.

A London exchange tells of an in
stance of a laboriously produced effect 
being effaced by the simplest means 
—that of a breach of promise case. 
The barrister who held the brief for in
jured beauty was famous for studying 
effect ithen he pleaded, and to that 
end arranged that his fair client should 
be so placed that her charms should be 
well under the observation of the jury. 
He began à most pathetic appeal by 
directing their attention to her beauty, 
and calling for jusvee upon the bead of 
him who could wound the heart and 
betray the confidence of- one so fair, 
concluding with a peroration of such 
pathos as to melt the ccurt to tears. 
The counsel for the defendant then 
rose, and aftir payirg the lady the 
compliment of admitting that it was 
impossible not to assent to the en
comiums lavished upon her face, be 
added that nevertheless he felt bound 
to ask the jury not to forget that she 
wore a wooden leg. Then he sat down. 
The important fact, of which the fair 
plaintiffs counsel was unaware, was 
presently established, and the jury, 
feeling rather sheepish at their tears, 
assessed damages at the smallest 
amount.

The following remarks mede by Dr,

. S. Helmcken to the editor of the 
Colonist will be read with interest et 
this time :

“ The people of Victoria emit get 
used U having the sroaUpnx among 
them. As there is regular communi
cation between Victoria and China 
and Japan, the disease will now and 
then break out in the city in spite of 
every precaution. The city authori
ties must be on the qui vive and use 
every pr. caution to prevent the small
pox spreading and doing harm when 
it je imported. Vaccination ia the 
only sure preventive of smallpox. 
Everyone in the city should therefore 
be vaccinated. It may not be possible 
in this country to make vaccination 
cdmpulsory, but it can, with compare 
lively small expense, be placed within 
|he reach of all—the poor as well as 
the rich. In order to effect this there 
should bo a public vaccinator, who 
should vaccinate all who come to him 
for nothing. Tee payment of a fee 
deters many from being vaccinated 
themselves and having their children 
vaccinated. Every reasonable means 
•ht old be used to persuide parents to 
get their little ones vaccinated.”

A crowded car, lou of men reading 
their newspapers, comfortably esconsed 
in their seats ; the time, about 6. An 
old lady enters only to find the seats 
all taken and the aisle ciowded with 
people hanging to the straps. Most of 
the gentlemen who are seated are too 
far away to make the offering of a seat 
practicable, but one sits in his seat 
directly in front of the o'd lady and 
reads bis paper without looking up, or 
paying any attention to the matter, 
The o’d lady is old in appearance and 
looks tired and worn. Time has not 
dealt ge ntly with her, and she shows in 
her bearing all the evidences of fatigue 
and nervous exhaustion. Wearily she 
hangs to the strap, and it looks aa if 
she wou’d almost drop from tiredness. 
And then we see the man calmly read
ing his paper. He has been sitting in 
hiscffice all day and has no reason to 
want a seat when an old lady is stand
ing. We wonder at first what kind of 
a thing it is, and then we recognize it 
—it is the human hog. And he is 
simply showing one more of his many 
beautiful traits. The other passengers 
wanted to drop him out into the street, 
but wiser counsel prevailed, and he was 
permitted to remain.
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