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such as the following when read in the proper

N

environ-

lines

ment:

«This is the forest primeval, The murmuring
hemlocks, Bearded with moss, and in garments
distinct in the twilight, Stand like Druids of eld,
sad and prophetic, \tand like
that rest on their bosoms. Loud from
the deep-voiced neighboring ocean Speaks,
disconsolate answers the wail of the forest.”

pines and
n-
with voices
with
rocky
and in

green,

harpers hoar, beards

s

caverns,

aceents

Simile is almost the very soul of poetry.

Its effective-
ness depends on how vivid to the reader

are the natural

facts, appearances or atributes which form the basis of the
similitude.
Take the following, as an instance: “Men whose lives

glided on like rivers that water the woodlands.

by shadows of earth, but reflecting an image of
To you or to me who have spent most of yvour
these words are perfectly

Darkened
heaven.”
the

appealing.

lives in
subtly

open, clear and

To others they mean nothing, and it is as futile to dissect
and analyze a poetic gem as to explain a joke,

That brings me to the subject of reading and literature.
As 1 have stated before, primary reading, as at present
taught in our 1)111)11(- schoolg is a great success. But when

once the phonics have beep learned and word recognition
made easy, the function of true reading begins. . And it is
here where a vast improvement is possible. At present
the child reads both too much and too Ilittle. Too much

effects:
When once child

that is uninteresting and therefore deadening in its
too little that is interesting and inspiring.
ren acquire the mechanical power to read,
necessary to get them to use that power.

read and a single book,
cent yvears, one or more
readers, are given the child to read as a
should they be given as a task? Why
reward, or as a matter of course, as v

no complusion is
They
along

are eager to
with, in re-
called
Now

not as a privilege, or a

called a reader,

supplementary books, also

task. why

ou would give the child

its dinner? Some parents may be found who are foolish
enough to force food on their children which ig repugnant
to them. Many teachers may be found who do the same
thing with regard to reading. In either case harm results

to the child.

Now reading under the New Education would be of a def-
ferent type. The children would read what they liked, with
in certain limits. It would+*be the the
see that an abundance of good and interesting reading were
available. In the public
child using a single text book, as
¢ise him opn the contents of any book.
be eliminated. When old enough to desire and
them he should read Harold, Hereward the Wake, Ivanhoe.
The White Company, Henry Charles: O
Young Fur Traders, The
Evangeline, and other historical
tered high school would the pupil make an
of a textbhook. Ag regards Literature I do 1ot
any question that an analytical study ol a W

business of state to

school T would not insist on the

suich. ‘I would not exer.

Formal history would

appreciate
Esmond, Malley, the
Forest, a Sister to
Not
analvtical stuady

Forge in the

tales. until he .en-

think there 1s

ork like Scott's

Lady of the Lake is a detriment to the child. I should like
to know of any known instance where snoh in‘ensive study
of literature in the public scheols has given a vupil-a taste
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[or poetry, o' 1u v h noreciati

lolr ol it. 1 very much
(,l,“”])l It any such case can be found. DBut 1 do believe that
ii these children were brought up in the open, as Nature in-
ténded they should he gy well crounded by their own
chservations, in the has ‘  Nature, when they came
to study poetry deliberately and intensively in the High
School, they would ve a tund of knowledge, a cultivation
of mind and emotions, which are absolutely essential to the
appreciation of good literatu

There is one real diflic noconnection with the in-
auguration of this new system of education, the finding of
teachers qualitied to handle under the new conditions.
This makes it impossible to break away from the old system
except by degrees. The fi tep towards the inauguration
of outdoor school tablishment of an outdoor
Norma! School in connect with an outdoor model school.
sSuch a Normil Scl ould extend over at least
two yvears. In the course of a d tde the old-tashfoned do-
minee or dominess would he a thing of the past.

How e W ) KNow Fhere is no bretter way than
that laid down-in- the Bib ! their works ve shall know
them.” By this andard mege the products of our educa-
tiona vstem, when “it ‘has do ts hest, placed its seal up-
on finished wol | [ graduate,or post-grad.
nate. it vou 1il I nplished in many abstruse
subiects. he may be abl » measure the distance of stars

nd tell their weig ; ‘ r orbits, he may know. the
alleged facts of histe | {he irliest record down to the
last eovernment blue-bool fre 1ay. speak fluently two or
h noderi ( ( as many dead ones; he
he fdamiliar with tl 12 h of every great sociologist
from Plato to | Pankhurst; he may be able to quote
{ i dmon to Kipling.

If he a oraduat VAT O he know art? Art-in the
{54 % { | 10t taught in our
: ) O he know a good
painting trom a bad . ( | lilv appreciate them?
Tist | 1ot first |} i ation of the artist before he
dart el ) 16 at he has never been
{ t \ Gilorious pictures may

¥ = n the street, he does not

H \ n Art. It never touches’
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