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have cu:l, h’u(_)l‘y executed that plan, is
not Mhown. They did not execute it. When
they were about half-way to the proposed vil-

lage, and their horse was whirling the light | Professorship Fund, in collecting unpaid sub- ' sdopt, of any great impoitance,

vehicle in which they were seated with great
veldeity, a eportsman, who was endeavoring to
fulfill the end of his creation by hunting-en the
Sabbath, suddenly emerged from a tkicket by
the roadside, and discharged his fowling-piece
at a warbler who was uttering his Sabbath

bymn of praize to his Maker from tie bough of | -

a beautiful elm, starding in the field on the
opposite side of the way. The horse took flight
and ren awsy. The youngz men were thrown
violently out of the velicle.
without ivjury ; the other hsd bis shoulder dis-
located, sud was confined to Lis chamber for

Ore escaped

several weeks, His busiress was, in (he mean-
tithe, in the hands of an incompetent and dis-
Honest man, so that he suflered g:ea: pecuniary
loss.

They were made to be happy, but they were
riot made to' be happy, in violating the Sabbath.

Men were made to be happy in obeying God.
They will mect the desigis of their Creator in
no other way.

HANDLEY NELSON A SABBATH SCHOOL SCHOLAR.

Died, at East Aylesford, on 17th June, Hend-
ley Neélson, son of James E. and Eliza Nelson,
Shubenacadie, aged 12 years.

Hendley was a fire little fellow and of excel-
lent mroral character—used no profane language,
that indeed was very distasteful to him, but &
habit to which too many =alas, both older and
younger, are sadly addicted. He was very fond
of the Sabbath echool, and never was absent
when he could be present, and was very diligent
and attentive when there. But onthe 17th June
poor Handley was taken violently ill while at
school, and could with difficully get home, com-
plaining of great pain in the head ond bowels;
and although everything that his uncle and aunt
Parker with whom he lived, and a skilful doctor
could do, on the following Sabbath week, paor
Handley was * no more.”

With regard to state of mind near (ke close of
life his uncle writes,—* Not long before his
death I asked him if he thought he would not
get well ? He said, “ I think Ishall not.” He
was then asked if he was willing to die ? He
said, “ I am,” and where he would go when he
died ?” ¢ To heaven.” You wish to go heaven,
and why ? ¢ Because Josus is there and it is
such a happy place,” and then his countenance
brightening be said, * O, there is go sickness
nor pain there, but all is joy and happiness.” I
asked him if all would go to heaven the wicked
as well as the good P ¢ O no, the wicked would
go to that dreadful place where they ‘would be

3. That the Conference is gratified to learn
| that some progress has been made, through the
_efforts of the Treasurers of the C. F. Allison

:lcriptiom during the past year, and would still
{ urge upon the Superintendents of Circuits the
‘impornnce of keeping in view any available
Isums remaining upon the subseription lists, and
iO‘ endeavouring to collect them without any
{ further delay.

4. That the Conference, fully recognizing the
| prerogative of Almighty God to call whomsoever
| he may please to the Christian Ministry, rejoices
to know that some provision will before long be
made, through the appropriation of the Jubilee
Committee, to aid pious young men, approved

work. . =
5. That the Conference bas learned with
great satistaction that the Library of the Theo-
logical Institution has received some valuable
additions during the year, which it would here-
by most gratefully acknowledge ; and devoutly
bopes that, through the liberality of friends of
the Institution, this library will soon be supplied
with such books of reference, &c., as are abso-
lutely necessary for the efficiency of this depart-
ment.
Brought forward........ ..$14,826 10

SPECIAL GRANTS, A8 FOLLOW, Viz :—

President’s expenses

Conference Printing X ,
Stationery

Returned to Districts in ac-

cordance with existing

bye-laws

To Treasurer to correct

error in estimate, St. Johmr™

District, last year
Additional to Truro District,
to make up under-esti-
mate of expenditure. ...
To Bro. Chapman, for rent,
To Bro. T. D. Hart, Circuit
expenditure

137 70
16 63

Special Grants for funcral expenses,
personal and domestic affliction,
and other claims not chargeable to
Circuits, (being less than 14 per
cent. on the amounts recommend-
ed from the Districts,) as follow,
viz. :—

Halifax District

St. John

P. E. Island ¢

Fredericton

Sackville

Annapolis

Live 1

Newmdl'd “

“

“

90 02

815,441 52

CONTINGENT AND HC)ME MISSION FUND.
Resolutions of Confer-ence with regard to the

punished for their wickednese.,” A litue after | Contingent and Home Mission Fund.

his aunt coming to his bed-side asked how he

1. In view of the crisis of affairs affecting this

was ? He said pretty well. Iam goingto leave | Fund the Conference requests the Financial
sou. .He was asked where he was going ? “He | Secretary, the Rev. H. Pickard, D.D,, to intro-

szid, * I am going to heaven.”

His aunt re- | duce to the notice of the Missionary Committee

plied, * But I shall be eo lonely without you.” | and the British Conference, the financial history
Said he, * O it will not be long we shall be parted, [ of our Conference, especially in relation to the'
you will soon come after me, we shall soon meet | extent to which the work of God, and the in-
again.” Thus do we find this dear youth at so | terests of the Church, have been promoted by
early an age happy in God and happy in antici- | the grants to this Fund from the Committee,
pation cf seeing Jesus and living Lappy with | together with the necessity which still exists,
Him forever. (owing to the purely missionary character of

The day he was buried (Sunday 24) there was | much of our work,) for a continuance of the
s very large congregation, and Bro. J.Jacques [kind assistance which has hitheito been given

_the excellent Superintendant, had all the Sabbath | by the Parent Conference.

echocl to walk in procession next the mourners,

9. The Conference would call the serious at-

and being drawn up in line in front of the Me- | tention of our Church and congregations to the
thodist Chapel, the Ssbbath School echolars |large deficiencies of the Ministers on the depen-
gang that berutiful and in this case very appro- |dent Circuits, amounting fhis year to nearly
priate tune and hyma * Mount Vernon” chang- | five thousand dollars, which there are no funds

ing the word Sister to Brother. A sermon was
preached on the occasion from Job xiv, 1-2,—
May Parents, Brothers and Sisters and Sabbath
school companions and all meet in—

* That land of pure deligkt,
Where saints immortal reign :
Where infinite day excludes the night,
And pleasures banish pain ™

R. E.C.
Aylesford East, July, 1866.
[Christian Messenger please copy].

(From the Hightstown, New Jersey, Gazette.)
WM, 8, MC'MORRAN.

Died in New York city, oa Wedneeday, June
27, after a short illness, William 8. McMorran,
eldest son of Jokn McMorran, E«q ,of St. John,
N.B.

The =bove melancholy record will cause the
tear of sad surprize to start from many an eye
which has looked upon the healthful, vigorous
form of the promising youth whose career has
o suddenly terminated.

Although not a resident of this place, he be-
came during & winter's sojourn here intimately
associated with its youthful society, and many
warm friendships were the result of ‘this inter-
course, = ’

In addition to the genuine refinement of his
character, and the unvarying manlineas of his
deportment, he possessed true excellencies of

heart, which were more fully developed by the
religious influences brought to bear upon bim.

During his stay in this place, a revival occur-
ed in the M. E. Church, in the progress of which
he became deeply interested, and finally himself
embraced a Saviour’s love. A

Since that period (1864) he bes 1emained
in his attachment to the church of his choice,
and though exposed to all the fascinations of a
residence in New York city, -he has ever main-
tained bis consistency as a Christian, and this
affords unspeakable comfort to his bereaved pa-
rents.

Fer awey from home and its. loved ones, but
surrounded by friends who were kind to him for
his own sake, he suffered the short but severe
attack of typhoid fever which terminated his
existence in four deys.

His remzins are laid to their final repose amid
the hallowed beauties of Greenwocd Cemetery.

M.

s

Probincial CCleslepan,

WIORESDAY, JULY 235, 1866.

Conference Documents.
THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTION.
The following are the resolutions of the Con-
ference on this department of our educational
enterprize :— b

1. That the Confercioce has received wi(h!(‘,.-.v\ a

much satisfaction the reports of the Theolozical
Professor, and of the Examining Committee, and

is thereby more than ever confirmed in the con-
viction that great advantages must result to our
Connexion from the eflicient maintcnance of

this Department.

2. That the very cordial thanks of the Con-
ference are due, and are hereby presented, to
the Rev. C. DeWolfe, D D., for his valuable
services as Theological Professor during the
past year, together with the full assurance of
our deep inferest in his work, and of our prayers
to Almighty God, that he may receive abun-
dantly the grace needful for his responsible
office, and that the students from time to time
may come forth from the Institution well quali-

to meet ; and would also express its deep regret
that the applications for aid, in the cases of
severe personal and domestic affliction, brought
under the notice of the Committee, could receive
little more than thirteen per cent. on the amounts
recommended by the District ﬂeet’mgs to be
granted.

3. That, in the opinion of the Conference, the
time has come to bring directly and fully before
our people the claims ot Home Missions, by
holding a Home Missionary Meeting on all our
Circuits this year. Finantial District meetings

-|are therefore directed to make all necessary

arrangements for the accomplishment of this
object.

(From the Christian Guardian.)

A Pleasant Visit to the Eastern
Conference.

The Rev. R. Jones, Ex-President of the Ca-
nada Conference, and the editor of the Guardian
were deputed by the Montreal Conference to at-
tend the Conference of the Eastern Provinces,
which commenced at St. John, New Brunswick,
on the 27th of June. They were instructed to
express to them our brotherly esteem and affec-
tion, and to invite them to consider the subject
of a union of the Wesleyan Methodism of Bri-
tish America into one Connexion. We had long
felt a desire to pay a visit to our brethren of the
Atlantic Provinces, and to form some acquaip-
tance with those whose names had so long been
familiar tous. We left Toronto cn-Wednesday,
the 27¢h ult.,, and arrived at St. John on Satur-
day evening, the Ex-President having arrived
two days before. We regretted not being in
time for the open session of Conference on Fri-
day evening, which was addressed by the Rev,
Dr. Scott, President, the Rev. R. Jones, from
Ceneda, the Rev. Dr. Butler, lately returned from
India, and others. The occasion was one of -un-
usual interést, one that left a precious and pro-
fitable influence on the minds of many. On the
Sabbath the pulpits were cccupied by Rev. Dr.
Scott, Rev. Dr. Butler, the Canada Deputation,
and others whose names we cannot recall. The
Conference Love Feast in the afternoon was a
teason long to be remembered.

On Monday afternoon the Canadian Deputa-
tion were formally introduced to the Conference
by tbe President, and the Resolution of the Ca-
nada Conference read, icviting ** their attenticn
to the organization of one consolidated Wes-
leyan Church throughout the whole of British
North America.” They were not authorized to
make any distinct proposition, nor to offer any
definite plar of Union, but merely, as a prepa-
ratory step, to invite the Eastern brethren to an
expression of opinion aud feeling on the general
subject. The reception givern to the Deputation
by the Conference was extremely cordial afd
haz1"y, and the response to the suggestion of the
Couference was equally so. Thbe Rev,
Dr. Richiy, well known sod highly esteemed in
Cauwda, eud the Rev. Dr. Pickurd, Ex-President,
and Priacipal of the Wesleyan College at Sack-
ville, were appointed to attend the next session
of our Conference at Hamilton, at which it is

by the Conference as candidates for our work, |
who may require assistance to prosecute a coursg |
ot study necessary to fit them for their great:

Parent Conlerence, singing out of ibe ssme
bymn-book and’ cultivating familiar fie'ds, they
hsve nothing old to sacrifice, nothing new to
in order to 3
|upion. 1f, bowever, this sabject sbould be, asis

probable, cdnsidered in conpection with that of

& division of the Canada Conference, and an or-
' ganization into General and Annual Conferences,

it will involve other questions of importarce.
'Doubtle:s these matters will be presented to the

next Conference in a form sufficiently mature to
: prepare for an intelligent and a definite deci.uion.
- On questions of so grave a nature, in consider-
| ing measures which ere designed to be perma-
‘ aent, let us trust that Divine guidance will lead
us to the wisest and most beneficial conclusions.

R i

Candidates for the Ministry.
| The course pursued in British Methodism in
{ the examination of candidates for the Ministry,
! is thus described by the Methodist Recoder :(—
Of all the Ccmmittees to which is entrusted
| the management of the various departments of
i our Church, there is not one whieh has more
weighty or important functions to perform than-
| the Committee for examining those candidates
 for the ministry who have been formally recom-
mended from the Districts in which they sever-
Eal]y reside. In the lifetime of the founder of
| Methodism, admission into the ranks of its Tra-
! velling Preachers was a much shorter and
! more simple process than it is at present. A
" word of command or even a letter from John
Wesley served all the purposcs of preliminary
examination, and seat the young evangelist un-
| questioned upon his way. According to long-
l established usage, however, the responsibility of
recommending a candidate for the mipistry in
' our Church primarily devolves upon his Super-
intendent. In him exclusively is invested the
constitutional right of submitting the case to
the Quarterly Meeting of the Circuit jin which
the candidate resides. The Superintendent is
directed by our rules to use all practical means
in order to assure himself of the piety and
general fitness of a cangidste before commit-
ting himself to a recommendation of him; to
take counsel with his colleagues upon the ques-
tion ; to hear the candidate preach, and to as-
certain by private examination the genuineness
of his conversion, his acquaintance with our
standard works in theology, his steadfast belief
in the doctyines and firm attachment to the dis-
cipline of Wesleyan Methodism. Unless fully
satisfied in his own mind on all these importang
points, it is a violation of duty in any Superin-
tendent to nominate a candidate at his Quarter-
ly Meeting. The nomination being made, the
Quarterly Meeting is empowered to give its
judgment touching the three following questions :
—« Has he grace? Has be gitts? Has God
given him fruit of his labdurs ?” If the decis-
ion of the meeting is unfavorable, the nomination
of the Superintendent is set aside, and the case
cannot be proceeded with that year ;so that the
laity equally with the ministry hold the keys of
the ministerial office. No candidate can be
brought up for examination unless his Superin-
tendent-thinks proper to nominate him; but on
the other hand such nomination cannot be car-
ried into effect without the concurrence of the
Quarterly Meeting of the Circuit.

The candidate thus recommended in March
is bronght before his District Meeting in May,
where he is examined before the assembled min-
isters as to his health, piety, abilities, theological
attainmrents, freedom from debt and other in-
cumbrances. Previous to the establishment of
the Theological Institution there was no inter-
mediate examination between the District Meet-
ing and the Conference. The case recommend-
ed from the Districts were severally considered
in Conference ; and of the men who were ap-
proved as many as were needed were sent im-
mediately into Circuit work, and the remainder
were either designated for foreign service or else
placed upon the “ list of reserve,” to be sent out
by the President in the course of the year to fill
up vacancies in Circuits occasioned by death or
otherwise. On the establishment of the Theo-
logical Institution in 1834 a new board of exam-
inatior wascreated. The young men placed on
the President’s list of reserve were ordered to

a committee in London. This committee was
empowered to decide whbich of the candidates
before them should be admitted as students and
which should be retained on the list of reserve.
It was further empowered, the decision of the
previous Conference notwithstanding, to pro-
nounce any candidate ineligible to be called out
into the work for that year, and to refer his case
for reconsideration to the ensuing Conference.

In 1843 the functions of this examining com-
mittee were greatly enlarged. It wes ordered to
sit before instead of after each annual session of
the Conference, and it was directed that all can-
didates recommended by the respective District
Meetings in May should be summoned to Lon-
don early in July and there be subjected to an
additional examination. This examination we
understand is becoming more strict and search-
ing in the literary department year by year. The
candidates are assembled in the Westminster
Training College, where they are bozrded and
lodged during the examination week.  This
committee have no power finally to reject any
young man sent up to them, but they can decline
to recommend him to the Conference, which is
almost, though not quite, tantamount to a dis-
missal. Of those who are recommended, the
committee assign certain men to the home and
others to the foreign service, reporting also whe-
ther they are qualified for immediate work, or
whether they are recommended for one of the
theological colleges. By the labours of this
Committee a great amount of valuable time is
saved to“the Conference, and the work is done
more carefully and thoroughly than it could po:-
aibly be during the session of that ulenbly,
with its ever-increasing pressure of work. The
number of young men under examination this
week bas been 118 ; some of whom we learn
exhibit high promise. In the supply of young
ministers quality is much more to be regarded
than quactity. A paucity of ministers is a far
less evil than to have the-Connexion burdened
with spiritless and inefficient men.

The “Apostle of the North.”

A precious biography under this title, has just
been issued from the press, a review of which
we take from the Methodist Magazine for June :

On the 24 of July, in the year 1803, the
Presbytery of Caithness licensed a young man
to preach the Gospel, whose future career as &
Christian pastor and evangelist won for him a
distinguished rank among Scotland’s moet suc-
cessful ministers. Johm Macdonald was at that
time in his twenty-fourth year; and gifts of

expected some plan of Union will be considered.
A wonderful change has taken place in the ser-
timents of the people of Eastern British Ame-
rica, on the subject of the Confederation of the
Provincce. On that subject the difficulties are
chiefly of a geographical and financial kind ;
for ke people of Britith America are one al-
ready, as it respects their national origin, their
colonial history, end their general character.
The same may bs said of the Wesleyan Metho-
dist people of British America. One, also, in

fied to be able ministers of the New Testament. { doctrine and discipline, in their relations to the

Providence and grace, a warm buoyant heart, a
i robust constitution, a godly training, a discip-
i lined and cultured mind, and unfeigned love to
Christ, well furnished him for the glorious work
into which, during a period of forty-three years,
he threw himself with an ardour of zeal which
never appeared to know' either abatement or
weariness. Desire for the salvation of souls
glowed within him, as the fire of a holy passion
wlfich, a3 years advanced, seemed but to ** burn
brighter and hotter.” So incessant were his
labours, and so sbundantly were they blessed,

5upu:i-liy in e Highblands,

be subjected to an additional examination by

thet he came to be

of the North.”|

familiarly known s the ¢ Apostle
Hence the title of the work before us, volume
which few can read without feeling th.nir hearts
quickened into a. more earnest longing for s
fuller baptism of tbe Holy Ghost snd His
sacred energy.

Daring the earlier years of his
district which formed the principal
Mr. Macdonald’s labours, was in a con 0
most %bplonble spiritual darkness and dead-
pess, very similar to the religious state of lh’e
rural perishes of Englend in John Wesley’s
Mr. Meacdonald’s biographer, bimself a
says, “ In many parisbes of
ers whose influence,
lso the most deadly.

ministry, the
scene of
dition of

days.
Scottish minister,
the north there were minist
if the most powerful, was a
To all the worldliness, to much of the imm?r-
ality, and to some of the power of the chieftains
of other days, they added as tkeir uwn the hypo-
crisy of the profession of Christienity. To read
on the Sabbath the pithiess psragraphs of a
musty sermon, which they h
begged, borrowed, or stolen,
sleepers, was almost all the
work they did. Tke one doctrine of their creed
seemed to be that there was no occasion to be-
lieve anything; and, judging by their liver, the
only maxim in taeir code of morals wae, that a
minister may do what be likes, if he continues
in safe poueﬁ%on of his living.” Such is the
picture of northern Scotland a little more than
half a century ago, drawn, too, by no unfriendly
hand ; ard euch was the * dreary desert,” to
break up and cultivate which, the Lord was
preparing, in an obscure parish on the north-
western coast of Caithvess, a )abourer, under
whose skilful, patient husbandry, many spots of
the spiritual wilderness would ‘*“blossom as the
garden of the Loxd.”

Judge Macdonald was remarksble in child-
hood for intelligence, and for diligence in the
acquisition of learning. When a child, the in-
structions of his godly father, and the influerce
o! the * piety at home,” which surrounded Lim,
at times awoke serious concern for the salvation
of his soul; but it was in the interval between
two of his college terms that he was seized with
that irrepressible earnestnees which issued in a
conversion characterized alike by depth and
clearness of spiritual experience. The eeason
of conviction of sin was ome in which the
« gpirit of bondage unto fear” kept bim for a
while in an indescribable agony of anguish and
alarm. He feit himself a helpless, lost sinrer;
his conscience lashing him with angry reproaches,
while he saw the terrible future dark and frown-
ing with the * terrors of the Lord.” * In this
state of mind,” cays his biographer, * as be
himself once told the writer, he was walking
one day by the sea-side. Under the pressure of
despair, and at the suggestion of the tempter,
he advanced within the sweep of the great bil-
lows that were breaking wildly on the shore.—
Ere the advancing wave had reached him, a ray
of Gospel light pierced the darkness in which
bis soul was shrouded. Rushing at once from
the danger which he bad rashly provoked, and
climbing up into a quiet cve in the rock bard
by, he was there and then enabled to commit
his soul to Christ.”

For a few months after his ordination, in
1806, he laboured as a Missionary minister at
Berriedale, ou the south-eastern coast of his
native county ; and then accepted a presentation
to the Gaelic church in Edinburgh.

In his eariier sermons there was little to indi-
cate any promise of that mighty power with
which his ministry was afterwards clothed. His
biographer considers that ‘‘there may bave
been en excess of €sre as to the composition of
his sermons, a forgetfulness of his hearers’
wants, and an overrating of their knowledge, a
desire to write rather than to preach effective-
ly :”—suggestions these of some probable causes
of pulpit feebleness wortby of the consideration
of all ministers, specially, we may be allowed to
add, of young ministers. Tte great aim should
be to enlighten and alarm the blind and sleepy
conscience, to lead the Lurdened sinner to
Christ, and to guide the believer along a path
* ghining. more and more unto the perfect day.”
How profoundly true and arousing thote earnest
words of John Wesley to his preachers, * You
bave nothing to do but to save souls !"”

alipend-earning

During his residence in Edinburgh he rceeiv-
ed o remarkable religious quickening. The
particulars of it are not rccorded ; but there was
a baptism of spiritual power which soon made
i self felt in the altered character of his preach-
ing. To the clearness and scundness with which
he bad always expounded Christian truth there
were now added most fervent ard searching
sppeals to the conscierce; and there was an
earnestness of manner that told how deeply the
preacher felt the urgency of the message which
he was delivering to his hearers.

Not long after this great ctange he was re-
turning from Caithness, where he had been
visiting his father, and called at Tain, a parish
in the north of Ross, which enjoyed the minis-
try of Dr. Mackintosh, a man of great ability,
and held in high esteem by the people of his
charge. Mr. Macdonald yielded to the request
of his friend to take his pulpit for one Sabbath,
“Being an utter stranger to the people, he re-
ceived but a cold welcome, when he was seen
mounting the pulpit, instead of their own rever-
ed minister. There was present one who, on
that day, hed walked sizteen miles to bear the
great doctor. He thus ‘described his feelings
02 that occasion : * I was greatly disappointed on
seeing Dr. Mackintosh walking towards the
manse seat, and, instead of him, a smart-looking
young man walking towards the pulpit. When
the sermon began, I forgot all but the doctrine
I was hearing. As he warmed up with his sub-
ject, the preacher became most vehement in his
adtion; every eye was riveted on the speaker;
and suppressed scunds testifiel to the effect
which his sermon was producing.’”

After labouring six years in Edinburgh, ke
became the minis'er of Urquhart. His prede-
cessor in this charge was a man of rare piety
and gifts; and the parishioners showed their
high appreciation of Mr. Macdonald, when they
requested that he might be appointed to fill tie
place of their deceased and greatly-venerated
pastor. ‘

He had been settled but a few months in bis
new parish, when a heavy sffliction befell him
in the death of his wife. The week after this
unexpected and severe bereavement was the
time for the * communion season” at Urqubart.
% His elders waited upon him to suggest that
the communion services should be postponed.—
¢No, no,” he said; ‘let not the death of my
wife interfere with commemorating the death of
my Saviour. I feel very unfit for my share of
the service; but there are able ministers en-
gaged to carry on the work.” On that occasion
a vast crowd assembled As many as ten thou-
'nnd were in the ‘burn’ on Sabbath. To this
lmmense multitude Mr. Macdonald preached
from this text: *I will betroth thee unto Me
fc.?r ever.’ From the commencement of the ser-
vice there was an unusual stillness in the con-
gregation, and all seemed under the spell of an
um'ro?led solemnity. They knew the preacher’s
1fﬂlcuon ; his sorrow touched their hearts ; and
his self-denial, and devotedness to the nrv'ieo of
the Gospel, appealed powerfally to their consei-
ence. He was marvellously helped. His soul

wes lifted as on ¢ eagle

ad ot first either:
to & handful of |

* wingd atove 4

"The powei ¢
Few
and

row which before depreesed him. f

the Lord was signally put forth tha® day.
eyes were teariess im that vast assembly;

converted, commending to them t
Jesus, urging on their acceptance His o
marrisge, sud warning them of the dwt"_"!
refusing His advances, the hearts of many sin-
ners were pierced. The excitement at last was
very great; the groans and outcries o:" the
stricken ones sometimes drowniag the voice of
the preacher. During the closing service, on
Monday the same scene was repeated ; and the
awakening thus began continued for some time.”

Perbaps few men ever entered more thor-
oughly into the epirit which ruled St. Paul, when
he said, * 1 determined pot to krow anything
among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him cruci-
§ed.” “ No refiement of speculation, crude
and confused philosopby, verbal criticism, or ar-
tificial eloquence, was ever permitted to disguise
or hide the doctrine of the Crose.”

Man—guilty, corrupt, perishing ; Christ—
men’s only, all-sufficient, infinitely-loving Savi-
our j—these were his themes. Nor ever bad he
to complain that they did not present variety
enough for his discourses. The following re-
merks of his biographer are so pertinent and
instructive, that we cannot fail from transcribing
them :—* Mr. McDonald’s early experience of
the power of the truth was just of the type whose
fitting fruitfulness was an evangelist’s work. In
the law’s light he clearly saw his guilt and dan-
ger as a sinner, and the arrow of conviction
was driven deep into his heart. He saw and
felt, as but few besides, the desperateness of self-
righteous labour. His conception of the Gospe!
plan of salvation was proportionally clear. Freed
fiom entangling fears regarding his own interest
iu Christ, he cculd carry a sustaining joyousness
of heart with him to every portion of bis work ;
and in the enjoyment of Gospel liberty, he was
ushered into God’s service. He was a scribe
well instructed.in the doctrine of justification by
faith ; not by the mere collection and collation
of sound propositions on the subject, but by
being instructed by the word, and subjected to
the power, both. of the law and the Gospel.  He
felt what he knew, and understood what be felt ;
unlike those who know somewhat of the doc-
trine, but who have never felt its power ; end
not as others, whose hearts are affected by the
truth, bt whose minds are ill-informed regard-
ing it.

« He eerly acquired the habit of careful pre-
paration. He laboured to apprehend his subject
with definiteness, and to state his views with pre-
cision. His love of system moved him always
to attempt sn exact arrangement of his ideas.
His acquaintancejwith the scheme of Gospel
truth, enabled him to allocate its proper place
to every doctrine which he aandled. Always
textual, he avoided the sameness which monoto-
nizes the effusions of those who discourse on a
subject, instead of expounding a text. His fa-
cility of expression was singulsrly great; his
i/lustrations, always apt, were often striking ; his
practical counsels to Christians, suggested by bis
own experience, were always wise sand season-
able ; and his appealsito sincers were most so-
lemn and powerful.” No wonder, then, that
God ** gave testimony to the word of His grace ;"
and that, ** believers were the more added unto
the Lord.” He preached, expecting that the
promised * power from on high” would be gi-
ven ; and according unto his faith it was done
uato him.

Of a Sgbbath spent at Kilsyth, he says, “ The
appearauce of the congregation, during the whole
day, was deeply interesting. It was a melting
scene ; no cudible cry, but much silent weep-
ing. Afier coning out of church in the evening,
about one hundred and fifty, or two hundred,
men, women, and children, stood around, anxi-
o1sly wishing to hear somethiog more from me.
I addressed them for about forty minutes, con-
c'uded with singing and prayer, and dismissed
them, still reluctant to go. The scene of weep-
ing, the stillness ot night, and the canopy of the
sky, conspired to make this extra and out-door
service a solemn one indeed.” The account of
the next day’s blessed work is even more *“ deep-
ly interesting ;” but we have mot space for it.
Are not awakenings and conversions under the
word the ene pressing want of our day P—we
mean sigos of spiritual life on a scale somewhat
commensurate with the vast amount of preach-
ing which, week after week, in countless sanc-
tuaries of city, town, and village, utters forth
the word of the Lord. * O that Thou wouldst
rend the heavens, that thou wouldst come down,
that the mountains might flow down at Thy pre-
sence !” 3
We cannot omit to give cne or two extracts
from Mr. MacDorald’s counsels to his eldest
son, a young man whom Mr. Kennedy describes
as * the ardent scholar, the distinguiched stu-
dent, the approved cohvert ; the ripe Christian,
the able preacher, the successful pastor, and the
devoted Missionary ;” and who died in the Mis-
sion-work in India.

“ The day on which you received your license
[to preach] constitutes an important date, and
inaugurates a new era in your life ; so far as in-
strumentality is concerned, the eternity of your
hearers may turn upon it. This, I confess, is
a solemn, and, at times, may prove an over-
whelming thought. But be strong in your Re-
deemer ; for He is mighty to save, and rich in
mercy.” *“In regard to your preparations for
the pulpit, you know my method. But different
men have different minds, and must therefore,
pursue different methods in this important affair
In general, every man should adopt the method
which appears to him to suit best the character
and bent of his own mind, as well as his peculiar
habits of thinking, and which also will put itinto
his power topreach with most effect. I approve
entirely of your intention not to read your ser-
mons.” After adverting to some reasons which
are sometimes assigned for the practice of read-
ing sermons, Mr. MacDonald wisely remarks
“ But what are these, and all sach considera-,
tions, to the advantages, both to speakers and
hearers, that might attend preaching the truth
of God’s word direct from the heart ? Besides,
this mode leaves room for the Spirit, if I may
say £, to step in, when we are delivering our
discourses, to warm our hearts and animate our
souls ; nay, to suggest ideas at the  time, which
He may bless to our souls, and which may prove
to be the gems to our compositions. At the
same time ITam not opposed to your writing your
discourses, and writing them out fully and ac-
curately, at least for the first few years of your
life in the work. The habit of writing them
\.vill give you a facility of expression in ?hc de-
livery, which is peculiarly desirable. 1t will be-
sides, tend to give your mind a clear and cor-
rect view of your services. And, my dear John
ma.ke a point in all your discourses of so mns-,
tering them, as to see every inch of your ground
clear before you. Do not work in the dark.
‘Endeavor, too, to feel impressed with your sub-
ject while preparing for it. Pray for prepara-
tion, and pray over your preparation.”

Af.ler dwelling on the manner suitable to the
pulpxt., and advising his son to be natural, serious,
affectionate, earnest, and dependent on God, he
adds: _“ O, what wrestlings in prayer, what
searchings of the Scriptures, what meditation,

i the evening, he appealed to the un-
i " g he love ofl with unwearied zeal and love, he was gladdened | woald be flung

fler of | by seeing a great change in the religious condi- [ pers would tecm o
In spite of ind flerence,

ach tuese atiainments! May the Lord iur-

nish you with these, and every other qualification
for His own work !”

As years passed away, during which this truly

| apostolic man continued to pr.sccute his labours

| tion of the Highlands.
| contempt, and opposition “ the word of the Lord
grew and multipled.” Prejudices were subdued,
and some, who stood aloof from him in his car-
{lier toils, now gave him *the right band of
| fellowship.”

i An instance of this occurred in one of his later
|journeys to Glenlyon. * On our way,” he writes
| called on the minister of Fortingal, who seemed
to have taken the visit well, and he asked me to
preach on a week-day to his people, if I could
not give a Sabbath. Eighteen years ago this gen-
tleman vowed that 1 should never preach in his
parish. Wonders never cease! 1 agreed read-
ily enough to preach in his church on Friday
afternoon.”

But we must bring our paper on the “ Apostle
of the North” to a close. We trust that this vo-
lume will be extensively, ttoughtfully, and let
us add, prayerfully read. * They that be wise,
shall shine as the brightness of the firmament ;
and they that turn many to righteousness as
the stars for ever and ever.”

Wanted, a Little Common Sense.

The times are out of joint. It seems as if the
common sense of mankind had left them. It
seems as if nations, corporations and individuals
were given up to a wild, ungovernable spirit of
ambition, avarice, revenge and recklessness.
One cannot look upon the movements of the
world without a pang of sorrow for their follies
and their crimes. The order of the day is war
and bloodshed, extravagance, dishonesty, fraud
on the most gigantic scale, and a thoughtless-
ness as to consequences, which seems to demon-
strate that the rulers cf the world and the
managers ot its finances are all gone mad. The
whole world has become a lunatic asylum, with
the serious difference that there are not suffi-
cient keepers to control and restrain the lunatics.
The keepers and watchers can only sigh in
secret over the cruelties and follies they witness,
and it requires no small effort of reason and faith
to keep up one’s confidence in the very exis-
tence of men and women, so palpable is it that
multitudes have doffed their humanity and be-
come wild beasts—have taken leave of their
common sense and honesty, and have become
knaves and fools.

To begin with the finances. Old England
has the reputation of a solid, careful, provident,
honest country, where a man stands some chance
of getting twenty shillings in the pound, and
having his money managed with some prudence
when he “invests” it. But just now there have
been a serics of failures which have astounded
the world—which have disclosed, even in the
best cases, an easy carelessness of management
which a lot of old women could not have sur-
passed, and in the worst cases, considerable
knavery ; so much of this, indeed, that it will be
vain hereaiter to fling any taunts against the
sharp Yankees. About fifty million pounds of
sterling money has gone somewhere. Bank
directors, good easy souls, do not know where
it has gone ; they are very sorsy, of course, and
some of them, we believe, have gone so far as to
shed tears. They never supposed the concern
was so rotten—imagined all was going right;
depended on “manager,” ‘manager on cashier,
cashier on book-keeper, book-keeper on cashier,
cashier on manager, manager on directors, and
so on all round in a circle of mutual dependen-
cies, all comfortably drawing salares for doing
work they did not do—the work, namely, of
watching over the interests of the widows, and
orphans, and others who had intrusted their all
to the care of those very men.

“ 8o the * bears,” as they are called, in that
cabalistic institution, the Stock Exchange, got
hold of some facts about some of these * joint
steck companies,” (they call tham * limited ” in
these days—a very happy term, referring, we
suppose, to their capital on the one hand, and
the brain of their managers on the other,) and
they determined to bring them to a bearing.
They offered; their shares at a discount, and
next day at a greater discount, until the public
became alarmed, rushed for their deposits, tried
to realize on their securities, and down they
came one after another, beginning with Overend,
Gurney and Co., and ending with Masterman’s
aud showing a loss, or at all events a deficiency,
of about fifty millions. Much of this amount
will doubtless be realized, and the real loss will
probably not be sa great in the end. But there
the fact is, in wise, honest, good old England,
there is as much recklessness as in almost any
other part of the world. The Government has
had to interfere—to suepend specie payments,
for it amounts to that, and there has been a con-
siderable sensation all round.

But these events are scarcely worth mention-
ing in comparison with the lunacies which are
being enacted in Germany. The Emperor of
Austria and the Kings of Prussia have had a
quarrel about the theft tkey mutually committed
some time ago, when they robbed Denmark of
a large portion of her territory. We scarcely
understand the nature or object of the quarrel,
nor perhaps does any one understand it, bat
they have quarrelod and have determined to go
to war. Prussia has managed to get Victor Em-
manuel enlisted in the quarrel, and Austria has
the support of about two-thirds of the smaller
German States, and altogether there are about
two million of men in arms to settle this quarrel,
Yet not one of these potentates has a cent to
spare to begin this contest with. Austria is
about bankrupt, Italy ditto, and Prussia, though
in a better position thau either of the two, is not
able to maintain her full credit before the world.
And yet these three lunatics, without money,
threw these immense armies on the field—each,
no doubt, hoping to exist at the expense of its
neighbour. Many men have been hung and
gibbetted for crimes which, if a million of them
were put together, they would nat compare in
moral turpitude with the shamefal conduct of
these three * crowned heads.” What loss of
life, of property, of all that human beings hold
dear, will result from their miserable ambition
and resentments ! Luckily they cannot go far ;
they are too poor for that. War is an expensive
game, and without a well-filled purse that game
must come to a gpeedy end. Bat they may do
enough damage to each other to require a cen-
tury to repair.

At this junction the British Government are
out-voted in the House of Commouns, and have
tendered their resignation to the Queen. The
question at issue is something like this: whe-
ther a man shall vote for a ‘member of Parlia-
ment who rents a house at £7 per annum, or
whether it shall be £9; and in the counties
whether a title of vote shall be a £14 holding,
or something like £24. Neither the Govern-
ment nor their opponects propose to let a man
vote b:cause he is a man, but only on the
ground that hfs pays a certaia amount of rent,
and we cannot see wha! mighty importance
there is in & few pounds one way or another.—
Since the qualification is to be a maney qualifi-
cation any way, why create all this bother about
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We are aware that it may be said thy
government and buman policies myg P
the action of the church in any
there must be law and riviliz'niol u.'
church can live at all, and that, therelom, e
prince and the general are not ouly the
tors of the church, but its pioneers, me...'
not true. ,\WWhe protected and M&'
Gospel into ancient Britain, into Gaul, h
Africa, and even into Rome itself? Christiagiy
owed precious little cven to thestern Jawy
advanced civilization of the Romap Eapin,
Christians would not have been mge} wore
served among the Goths and Vandals than they
were under Diocletian and Domitian, What
general pioneered the Gospel into the South By
Islands, into Fijee and a hundred othery
places ?  Who penetrated first into the duge
ous wilds of central Africa, navigated the l.
besi, and opened up a new world to
enterprise ? Some general ? some priges ?
prime minis'er ? No, but a &m
ary! A man with no high titk litgs prefe.
sions, and scantily paid for his rikymi !
is s0 ever, and ever has been so. TheQuigiyy
minister and the Christian Charch baw deg
away the obstructions, and then bumaa eiizy.
tion and humau policies have stepped in, they.
times to spoil the work which had beenwaw
piciously begun.

On the whole, then, there wants a litth gy
common sense in the world. Itsgreat maln
been at college, wear degrees, are adomed v
medals, garters, ribbons, and any quantity{
gold lace ; and they go blundering on from
day te another, warring, taxing, plunging, s
making a precious mess of things in gesenl
England is-doing pretty well ; France middling;
Russia, Germany, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Hs
Holiness the Pope are all in' agitation and oa
the brink of serious disaster. Whose crown will
be on his head, and whose head on his shoulders

are oppressed where He reigis,

present solve ; but this much.is solved, therei
great dearth of common sense among the g
people in Europe, and it seems ‘that nothisg®
teach them reason and good mannen ¥
horrible ordeal of war.— Evangelical Fi@

Endowment of Colleg®

The following from the Cenéral Adsecsh*
commend to the considerstion of thow ¥
bave means to spare for so good sn object

Many people do.not seem to understasi¥
nature or necessity for college eadowmests

An endowment is s fand, the
which is invested, and the interest e
the benefit of the professors. Theeioms.
never should be used for asypapew b=,
payment of teachers, and ﬁld"““;
should be expended. To M”‘, :
highest character, and yet phﬂ”“-
the reach of students of modemi® mesh 10
necessary to raise endovmmuh'.'_.*
In many of our oldest and best indNERs
tuition is very cheap, and ofber oollegs 5%
compete with them, must present sinlit “':
tages or be without patronage. Whetbet
students be many or few, the fuqu':
fessors must be kept vp. No ‘“‘““:h
learning can be regarded &3 permapent, ¥
it be endowed and sustained by ‘“W
which shall be perpetusl. A maa ma) '::’
a good scademy, or 8vén college, whi
die with him, but 8 college to be permsne!
command respect, must have 8 sufficient cm
ment to meke it independent of sny indi
or any change in patronsge. An indepen’
endowment is the best guaraatee of

le teachers.
good government, and able <
No investment will psy better than 8 it

one of our colleges. No hono.r wealth e:Fm"
cure, is equal to the imperishsble, lu‘
charities which connect our names W
benevolent institutions of the times. 'W‘
plead with those to whom God bas S"f

and urge them to give all they can this

our educational enterprise. If you csd .
a chair in one of our colleges, YU ought
80, not for the mere honor, but for U

our humanity, and for J eaus’ sake.
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