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suffered himself to be led back to the in-
strument. The moon shone brightly in through
the curtainless window, and lit up his Tugged
head and massive figure.

“ ] will improvise a sonats to the mioonlight !’
s2id be; half playfully. He looked up thought-
fully for & few moments to the sky and the stars
~then his bands dropped upon the keys, end Le
began playing o low, ssd, and infivitely lovely
movement, which tly over the instru-
--:.-u....:'.'.“"n:u{ beauty, like the
cslm flow of moonlight over the dark earth.
This' delicious openiog was followed by s wild,
elfin, capricious passage in triple—a sort of gro-
tésque interlude, like a dance of sprites upon the
midnight sward. Then came s owilt agilato
finale—s breathless, burrying, trembling move-
ment, descriptive of fight and uncertaioty, snd
vague, impulsive terror, which carried us away
upon its rushing wings, snd left us at the last
sll emotion snd wonder.

» Ferewell 10 you,” said Beethoven abruptly.
pushing back his cbair, and turning toward the
door ; farewell to you.”

“ You will come again?” asked they in one
bresth. He paused, and looked compassionate-
ly, simost tenderly, st the face of the blind girl.

% Yes, yes,” he said, hurriedly, I will come
aguin, and give the fraulein some lessons. Fare-
well ; I will come soon agsin I”

They followed us in silence more eloquent

than words, and stood at their door till we were
out of sight and hearing.
% Let us make haste back,” said Beethoven
urging me on at a rapid pace. * Let us make
haste, that I may write out that Sonsts, while 1
can yet remember it I”

We did so, and be sat over it till long past the
dey-dawn. And this was the origin of that
# Sonata” with which you are all so fondly sec-

quainted.
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Sowing and Reaping.
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I never had a revival without expect-
lsboring for it ;” and of & reply made by
succeesful minister 1o the Qquestion,

bat is the secret of your success P” “ [ think,
rule, s man sucoeeds in what he

proposes to do.” If s minister starts with the
sim to fine sermons, if he have talent snd
culture, he will atisin bis object. If it is his
ambition to be & metaphyeician, or a polemie,
be may bé cither ; and if pothing ‘wili satisfy
him, but saving souls, be will succeed in. that

lhq'illh!:lo-:updouw'h law of Caris
tian life—{abor and ils. reward. The Spirit of
God will pot go aside from the .ordained mesns
of grace, nor supply the power, which is thrown
away by s wsut of moral courage and a hving
faitts in God. i

The foregoing, from the - American Presbyte-
rian, is suggestive of instruction and encourage-
ment to the christisn laborer. To ascertain tne
means necsssary to be adopted for the promo-
tion of the iaterest of piety and the prosperity
of the church, must, with every earnest profes-
sor of religion, oceasion deep and devout solici-
tude. When success is not witnessed in connec-
tion with divine ordinances, it is highly proper
to make diligent search for the causes in opers-
tion producing spiritual dearth, and by which
the promised triumphs of God's truth are pre-
vented. .

" At the present period a very genera) readi-
pess is manifest among evangelical chiurches,
both in the Eastern and Western hemispheres,
to acknowledge with humilistion the absence of
that general prosperity for which every member
and minister of the Church should earnestly
long, and should faithfully labour to promote.
The advance of the Churches of Christ in exter-
pal prosperity, and the existence and use of the
spplisnces necessary for progress, may not be

- That very much faithful effort is
expended is not doubted. That the labourers in
the christian field, taken as & whole, are becom-
ing inereasingly qualified, both intellectually and
spiritually, for their holy vocation, and in a high
degree too, is quite true. The churches are an-
xious, spesking in a general sense, to see the
cause of Christ advance ; the absence of the re-
vival power of other days, is felt and bewailed ;
prayer is offered, and hope is cherished that the
desired success may not be long delayed ; and
yot the same state of things which has existed
for some time past, still continues,—so much so
that the faith of many godly people and devoted
servants of Christ is greatly tried, and they
ery out “ How long, Lord, how long ?* Wilt
thou not revive us again that thy people may
rejoics in thee P

1t is very desirable to know, if’ possible, what | *

are the impediments to spiritual success. These
may be numerous ; we can but hint at s few of
them. We name as amopg the most manifest,
the influence which the pgwers of darkness bave
widely spread abroad through Christendom of
late years, inducing sceptical tendencies, and a

spirit of indifference as to the great essentials of elog

scriptural truth—producing moral torpor, and
’.-a'-. also a spirit of worldliness to a much
greater extent than formerly existed, among
professed followers of Jesus—a love for worldly
”', worldly show, and worldly delight, and
3 disinclination to bear the Cross of
Christ, thereby despoiling some of the best
i of their distinctive simplicity and
character as the peculiar people of

o ———————

they “weep between the porch and the altar,
and say, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not
thine heritage to reproach.”

As 16 the means most desirable to be employ-
ed, and most likely to succeed, in securing &
return of the prosperity of ‘former days, it is to
be remembered that no necessity can exist for
having recourse to novel’ expedients. The old
methods which our fathers in the gospel loved
to use, and which were so greatly sanctioned by
the blessing of beaven, may be adopted by
us with all confidence. The altered times in
which we live do not render obsolete the gospel
system of former days. “ We have heard with
our ears, and our fathers have told us, what
wonders were wrought in their days, and in the
old times before them.” Nay, our own eyes
bave witnessed the marvellous triumphs of grace,
and the conquests of Zions King; our bearts
and hands have engaged in the glorious work of
God, accompanied by such tokens of divine
power and grace as have filled us with boly awe
and deepest humiliation before Him whose right
band bringeth mighty things to pass ; and the
Church has yet the heart,yetthe faith,yet the love
for eouls, yet the zeal for the Lord which would
prompt to the labour, the self-denying service of
earlier years, and by which large prosperity
may again be ensured. As the preaching of
the Gospel is God’s grand ordinance for the con-
version of the world, so, unquestionably, the
presentation of the old-fashioned doctrines of
the Cross, the doctrines of present, free, and
full salvation, preached with all plainness and
directness, in the power of the Holy Ghost and
in full confidence of success, cannot fail to re-
sult, as in other days, in turning many from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan
unto God.

“ God giveth the incresse.” The effectual
power by which the Gospel ministry is renderd
efficient, is the sovereign gift of the Most High ;
but then bis kingly rule is maintained, not arbi-
trarily, but upon unchanging principles of grace,
snd otill is it true, that * be that goeth forth
and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubt-
less come again with rejoicing, bringing his
sheaves with him.” In this confidence of suc-
cess, snd with an sim steadily directed to this
grand reslt, let all of ministerial toil be pursued.
Not one syllable would we pen to discourage
special effort for the furtherspce of the work of
God, nor any means which right-minded
christian people may put forth in their
service for Christ ; but we are persuaded that
every part of ordinary ministerial toil should be
directed to the great end for which the church
and the ministry exist. The eminently useful
De. Griffen attributes his sucsess in his ministry
to his habitual aim to reach the conscience and
the heart a: every stroke ; and to his habit, in
correcting his sermons, of erasing every clause
and word that could not be rendered subservient
to his great object. Numerogs inetances of simi-
lar ministerial fidelity, and singleness of purpose,
snd with corresponding resuits, might easily be
sdduced. It would be well if Gospel preaching
were more generally distinguished by point and
power, excluding all that is extraneous and irre-
levant, and directed always with a view to imme-
diste efficiency. There would then be lees ocoa-
sion for complaint as to duiness and tediousness
in the preacher, while God’s word would be ma-
nifestly quick and powerful, sharper than a two-
edged sword. :

We might dwell at some length upon the ne-
cessity of deeper piety in the Charch and minis-
try, in order to spiritual revival and progress ;
but we shall content oureelves’ by copying, as
appropriate in this connection, & few paragraphs
from one of a series of articles on Revival, now
in course of publication from the pen of the Rev.
Dr. E. N. Kirk. Referring to the minister equip-
ped for his holy work by the buptism of the Holy
Ghost, be says :—

“ He is » polished mirror let down from hea-
ven to pour its reflected beams on a benighted,
sensuous world. His sermons are echoes of
Sinai and Calvary, ot bell and beaven. His un-
premeditated addresses are powerful appeals to
the lln-.bbcri_ng consciences, or minute, appro-
priate directions to the anxious and burdened
spirit.  His prayers are ss the ‘éoming toge: her
of beaven and earth. He really sees the Erer-
nsl Majesty. He speaks to God in reality ; and
men frel that prayer is a glorious reality, the pri-
vilege and bighest honor maa enjoys.

Itis wonderful to contemplate the history of a
man like George Whitfield 1n this respect. He
saw the worth of the bumen soul; us awiul
apostacy from God ; ita terrible exposure 10 end-
less ruin ; the iufinite mercy of a waiting Sa-
viour ; the feast of salvation spread ; the father
of the prodigal waiting to receive him ; the
threat s and the invitations of the Gospel
were mndin&hh ears night and day. It
was glowing, I, glorious to his View.

Mr. Whitfleld wes ;-ro.ld&':':h‘ok, one
t ht, one pur| e Jiv one o
m‘n:n-ﬂymurwdmhuw‘:jx
Wb-hnlon.d' :h':mgd n‘rymn;;: "?h:;
e.l“pe«od’».w be awskened under bis preaching.
Oh'! how much is such a reputation worth ; not
to flatter one’s vatity, but to serve one’s Master,
and bless a dying world. ’

The most_emivently favored seem to
have been distinguished by tbeir praying, their
preaching, and’ tbeir collsteral labors. They
T koo of poopes fe the Bestguoeos it g

[} O
may know bov’?ow nnmmm vho:-i’l
the residue of the Bpirit.  Their eje is fixed on
God. Vain, in their estimation, are all men and
means without the power of the Holy Spirice.
They understand the Savior’s direction when he
bade bis disciples to * wait for the promise of
the Father.” ¢ For,” be said,  ye receive
m:r.mrdnuh Holy Ghost is come upon

nmm,' is peculiar, distinguished
d.:m;hynd h‘m‘:ld-
may

men may blend lower mo-

tives with the more exalted. very preach-
ers may have sought to be considered learned,
uent, to make their denomination attractive,
But now they lay everything but one aside—the
bringing the to Christ. .

It is said of Patrick Henry that bhe fixed his
eye on & jurymen, to watch the effect of his re-
marks oo sn individual. When the man’s counte-
uaoce manifested that he was convinced and im-
pressed, he turned to snother; and thus, aiming
at one sfter another, he secured them all to his
side.

* The children of this world are wiser in
their generation than the children of light.”

the Lord. These things bave operated upon |

8 w.r%.poh most’ injuriously, and have thrown
Luey’s lips movea yment, which has enervated
~n~?“-" The blame for this
dead ; then makiog & both to the minwstry
her oyes, 89 mid, ¥ 1 Church. - We have
prom part of & censor jn re-!

i but, we spooguise

An able Oration on this subject, by the Rev.
A. H. Munro, delivered before the Associated
Alumni of Acadia College, on the 5th of June
last, is now published in pamphlet form, by re-
quest of that body. In the introductory notice
it is stated that the Hon. Judge Johnston, who
bad engaged to be the Orator of the occasion,
being prevented by official duties from being
present, Mr. Munro had consented to supply the
vacancy, though baving but a brief period for
preparation. The merits of the production,
however, render such an apology unnecessary.
The more prominent features of the present age,
favourable and unfavourable—and the duties
of the Educational classes, are well presented.
We note his closing remarks. On the duty of
promoting Christian Education of a high order,
he says :—

“ There may be education highly intellectual,
but not Christian. There may be education
that is Christian, as far as it goes, but which does
not involve mental culture of a very high order.
What society most needs is, the presence and
preponderating influence of a large class of
men and women, whose mental training habitu-
ates them to a wide and elevated range of
thought, and who combine with it the true spirit
of Christian philanthropy. While thankfully
acknowledging that we have some such, let us
labor that we may have more. What we have
are the salt of the earth :—what we hope to have
shall be as the dew of heaven to our moral de-
serts, the lights of the world to guide it on its
path of progress. If our institutions of Jearning
are not adapted to produce such characters, then
let us not abandon them, but give ourselves no
rest till they are rendered competent to the
work. But if this is the kind of education they
impart, then they are worthy of our most en-
thusiastic support, for they are conferring not
only upon us and the whole community, but up-
on generations unborn, the most valuable of

And now, in conclusion, let me say my pur-
pose to-night has been to appeal to those patriotic
feelings which should animate every intelligent
Christian man. Patriotism is a Christian virtue
taught by our Saviour, when he swept over
Jerusalem, and by the Great Apostle when he
so pathetically lamented his cast-off race. Itis
to me a matter of equal doubt whether one can
be a true Christian and not be a patriot, or a
true patriot and not be a Christian. The love
of country is as real a duty as the love of father
or mother, wife or child. But what is our coun-
try? *“Not,” says Coleridge, “the land in
which we were born, or in which we may live,
but that to which we are united and belong, by
the affinities and sympathies of race, language,
literatare, faith, interest and rule.” If so, then
Britain is our country and all her glory is ours.
But what is that glory ? Not her victories,
conquests, vast dominion, immense power and
prestige ; but her healthy, intellectual, social
and religious life ; that she is the mother of
many nations, reflecting ber civilization, perhaps
destined to surpass it, and that after eighteen
centuries of history she never before filled so
large a place in the world’s cye, never was so
worthy to fill it, never gave fewer signs of decay
or 50 many promises of a grander, nobler future.
What that future may be none can predict.
But let it be ours to live, think and labor, to
baild up here a nation, worthy not only of the
England of the past, but of the England of the

future.”

Methodist Consolidation.
We take the following from the N. Y. Inde-
pendent :

The pressure for union that has pervaded the
nation so mightily for these last four years be-
gins to invade the church. It has already
brought forth fruit in the national conventions
of the Unitarian and Congregational churches.
While the central idea of their polity is inde-
peundency, they have recognized the necessity of
a formal and even an actual union in order to
greater efficiency in the work to which they feel
called. The Presbyterians—old and new school
—are casting fraternal glances toward each
other. The Boston Council will precipitate that
union. They will say, and rightly : “If all the
differences that must necessarily exist in three
th d independ churches, each having
the power to enact its own laws and creed, can
be harmonized into a general expression of faith
and order, why may not the Presbyterian
churches, that have but two creeds, and they
not substantially different, unite in one declara-
tion of faith, especially as their polity, their his-
tory, their feelings, and their spirit are one and
the same ?” To this complexion the Methodist
churches seem to be tending. There are six
loyal bodies that claim Wesley as their father,
and one disloyal, though the last he would ab-
hor to recognize as his offspring, and exclaim,
if it still claimed to be his child: “I know
thee not, nor ever saw till now, a sight more
detestable.”

The loyal Methodist bodies are the Protestant
Methodist, Wesleyan Methodist, Independent
Methodist, African Methodist Episcopal, Zion's
Methodist, anl Methodist Episcopal. Of these,
the last is the original and far larger than all
the rest uniter ; its only rival, in point of num-
bers, has been the Methodist Episcopal Church
South, whove fortunes were centered in the re-
bellion. of whi~h, probably, more than any other
church, it was \he life and soul ; though where
all sinned alike, it is wrong perhaps to give any
the bad pre-animence. With the fall of the
rebellion it fell ; and, though it will undoubtedly,
like the disloyalists in their states, seek to re-
organize itself, anl maintain and advance its
cause, it must surly, like its sister churches, end
in destruction, or in repentance and absorption
into its patriotic parent—the Methodist Episco-
pal Church. The other bodies are debating the
matter of union. They separated on different
grounds, yet all on questions of polity and ethics,
and not of creed. In their faith all Methodists,
except a Welsh fraction in England, are re-
markably unanimous. They abjure bair-splitt-
ing distinctions, which probably they do mot
understand any more than others, and abide
firmly by the doctrines of man’s unqualified
fteedom, and God’s unqualified grace. Freely
was the last prepared for all in the atonement
of Jesus Christ ; freely isit offered to all through
the ministry of the Holy Spirit ; freely is it ac-
cepted or rejected by all, in their own uncon-
trolled liberty of choice. With these articles of’
faith are those in which they agree with all
evangelical bodies—the Trinity, the divinity of
Jesus Christ, human d‘l’ﬂ'i'!, the w’. iration ot
the Scriptures, and future rewards and punish,
ments. The Protestant Methodists fell off aboyt
forty years ago, on the question of episcopacy :
starting first with a demur to the appointment by
the bishops of the presiding elders, who are a

' chief of which is the Rev. Mr. Stockton, chap-'
| lain to Congress, and in his prime a very popu-

lar pulpit orator. The seat of this movement
being in Baltimore, it has had but little intercst
n the great debate of the age, though its West-

ern and Maryland sections have been sundered | connection with a godly profession, but they are | bapt

by the conflict. The Wesleyan Methodists who
bad their origin in Boston, were the legitimate
fruit of the pro-slavery tendencies, of some of
the earlier leaders in the mother charch. Its
founder, Orange Scott, was one of the earliest
and ablest anti-slavery chawpions. Met at
every step by the hostile authorities of his church,
be chafed under their opposition, and threw
himself beyond thelr pale. He led many brave
and true abolitionists with him, and organized
a church which bas bad a respectable existence
and has been probably of more influence in
molding the church i1t abandoned after its own
spirit than in any independent growth of its
own.

The Independents are individual churches
that, for local causes, have sundered the connec-
tional tie. Their order is Congregational, though
their faith and usage is Methodistic. They have
representatives both in the East and West;
their leading clergyman is Rev. Dr. Mattison of
this city.

The other two bodies are composed of color-
ed, or parti-colored Methodists, whom the spirit
of caste has ostracized and expelled from the
communion of their brethren. They, too, split

question, where is
Others still, bave inquired where is
sccessible preferment and bovors—the Cburch |
that 1 can use for the present. )
These are sad phases of buman character in |

true phases, nevertheless. {

8$till wiere are other instances of Church con-
Dection ‘
mauity, elevated by the grace of God, is not all
o cheat and a sham. Aay mar who unites with
s church—be it this church or that—as the act
of his understanding, and the expression of his
religious earnestness, is entitled to respect. In
him waatever his circumstances, the Church of
his election has a valuable accession. Not only
does be add s pame to its roils, but a heart, a
a mind, and a life be gives to augment the ener-
gy of its sacramental forces.

That the Church represented by this paper has
has been used by designing, dishonourable men,
for their own purposes of convenience and ambi-
tion, our people have good cause to know. But
onr charity is great, and our slowness to learn
by experience is about as great as our charity.
We hold up our hands in astonishment when we
find that -our confidence has been betrayed, but
scarcely have the retreating footsteps of the be-
trayer ceased to echo, ere we put ourselves in the
power of some other man, the very circum-
stances of whose coming to us should prompt te
the greatest caution, if not indeed to positive sus-

in twain, differing, as did their brethren, on the
question of episcopacy: thus showing, in the
character of their quarrels, their true Methodist
blood and breeding.

There is yet another cluster that pompously
call themselves The Central Methodist Church,
whose haunt is in Baltimore. They could pro-
perly be called the Laodicean Church, for they
are neither hot not cold. They would not join
the Southern Church, and they cast off the main
body—something as a cock boat of the Great
Eastern might cast off that vessel—because that
body made slavebolding a bar to membership.
It is a little amusing that such a set of Dogberrys
can be found who, though they live in a state
which has abolished slavery, refuse to live in a
church which conforms its law to the state’s.
They can hardly be said to live : for the provost-
marshal has more than once constrained them to
lip-loyalty, and they exist solely at the mercy
of that hardly ecclesiastical functionary.

of their sincere and hearty choice. What else

governmental arrangements for all concerned

} With not a few in our ranks it were needless
toaffirm that the Methodist Church is the Church

mean the long years of their active, zealous and
self-denying service ? Why elee, in our infancy
and weakness, did they pass by older apd larger
establishments to unite with the few and the
feeble P These are tried men—tried by the oir-
cumstances of their coming—tried by the ordeal
of their remaining.

It were fair, indeed, to infer that with the
exception of one here and there, our entire mem-
bership can claim our communion as the Church
of their rational and religious choice. Why
should they not ? Is there & more Scriptural
Church in all the land—one that more nearly
approximates the apostolic original P Whether
New Testament out-lines or acknowledged prin-
ciples of buman rights be considered ; where are

mode. The Catholic, Lutheran, Episcopalian,

selves almost exclusively to this mode. And
sprinkling or pouring as the simpler and easier

original words referred to in the Scriptures are

primary meaning.

the most thorough scholarship and critical learn-
ing in the kingdom of Grest Britain, did not feel | ;
themselves warranted to translate the original
words bapto or baptidzo by the word immerse,
nor the noun baptizma by the term immersion. |;

more solidly based, or more accurately or equal-

all. If, therefore, there is any immersion here im- |
plied, it is certainly & very imperfect one. N

Agsin, in Heb. ix. 10, we have diaphorois
ismois ; the first word means diverse or|
various, the second means baptisms or washings, |

Now this word baptismois is a noun in the plural j

'nn-bu, derived from the original Greek word |

baptidso. Hence from the above quotation we |

learn that the word baptideo in the New Testa- | rating mental exervise requing N
ment by its use and application means nothing | would be as certain to builq Wty

work off that diseased bodu,
generated in theological sem;
s0 knit and compact the ¢

» 3“
vate it, not only by the "‘f\h\

change of food and assoeias:

| and as these words are in the dative gase they ! foundation for many years of .'5,
—very mapy we hope—in which hu-fare correctly translated * in diverse washings.” | the future. It is 1mpossible fop \ b,

&..J his own

years spent in riding every 4,’.

man to doubt for an instan

the open air, with the accom
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the Church of numbers? And you see that they are rendered * wash * daily active out-door i, b -
the Chureh of | and * wasbed ” without reference to dippwng st | for almost ail of daylighe, would ~l
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more than fo cleanse. And consequently in its | as spending from morning ungjl s N ==

use and application, in the application of vucr;
to & subject ih the name of the Trinity, it means
nothing more than a symbolical cleansing, wash-
ing, or purification—a ritual purification typical
of the baptism or purification of the Holy Ghost.
Hence we have the expression in Rev. i §,
« washed from sins,” and in Heb x, 22, * sprin-
kled from an evil conscience,” and are but
allusions to some suthorized mode of ritual
purification. See Ezekiel xxxvi. 25. The pro-
mise of God to sprinkle bis people Israel with
cleaa water, and so cleanse them from their
filthiness and idolatry is also so plainly referable
to his ancient mode of ritual cleansing. In the
baptism of the Holy Ghost, God is represented
in the Scriptures as giving, shedding and pouring
out his Spirit, and consequently ¢ffusion in one
form or another is God's mode of baptism. In
the most venerable Christian churches effusion or
sprinkling, which is but another form of effusion
has obtained almost universal sanction as the

and Presbyterian denominatioas confine them-

lastly, the Methodist Church, though it does not
refuse 1o immerse, yet as a body we prefer

mode. .
1. Because we find by examination that the

not confined in their use and application to their

rooms, and eating heartily qJ the .

any systematic exercise, would
destroy it. There is nothing
tic, or mind-rackicvg in ordinary

it is more of calm conump&

the natural philosopher, the
other classes, as statistics say;
works of God ; the clergy study

is a surer * word of pmph.q-~
The destroyers of our clug’.‘

not the difficulties connected wigh
but reckless and unneceu.n' .
gular efforts ; wrong habits of

neglect of wholesome bodily

ef study, and criminal inattentiog
ment of those bodily regulatipg
dispensable to health the worlg

ing often, does not kill ; look g Wi

the Wesleys and multitudes of
confinement even does not kil ;
yan and many more lived in joils
ther, and that, too, without ops

[To the foregoing we may add

ples of frequent preaching abovy
should be remembered, were
preaching, and examples aleoof
ment of voice. Sufficient at

to the latter particular in the ty
ters,

Much more injury is

2 the translators, who were men of | ;.0 404 Joud preaching, (han

3. Because we think the ordinances of God's

quently.

The signs of a re-union of the loyal Metho-
dist bodies are promising. Their several leaders
are submitting the matters to their peoples. The
bishops of the M. E. Church bave led the way
by declaring that there was nothing on the part
of their church averse to such a consolidation :
the Wesleyans are expressing like cordial senti-
ments : some of the Independents look kindly,
if not lovingly, on their fathers’ house and the
brethren of their present faith and early com-
munion : the Christian Advocate and Journal, the
chief journal, indorses the movement; while
delegates from the African M. E. Charch were
received with cordiality at the last session of the
general conference, and a delegation from Zion,
or the other colored body, met with the Dela-
ware conference, a colored conference of the
M. E. Church, the present month, to discuss the
subject of re-union. From all these signs it is
evident that the re-gathering of all under a
common banner may not be far from realization
The severest test of their Christianity will be
found in admitting their colored brethren to an
equal share in the duties and honors of the

ly balanced P Moreover, where is there a Chorch,
that from the hour of its organization till now,
has been less swayed -by circumstances ; less
jostled by worldly pressure ; less diverted from
the legitimate work of a Church ? Nay, where
is there a Church whose record is more purely,
more fully and entirely religious and exemplary P
This Church has left to other Churches to pur-
sue their own course. She is not, nor does she
seek to be, their supervisor.
they all are independencies, and in the same
sense, she is an independency. But for herself,
from consistency, from intelligent and pious
conviction, and from a deep and solemn sence
of FEALTY TO CHRIST, she has gone on her own

In this regard,

way, smooth or rugged, as God might direct,
to live or die, as God might appoint.

view of her history, cannot but rejoice that this
is the Church of thewr choice—cannot but thank |
God for the past, and take courage for the fu-

ture

The thousands of our communion, in the re-

Methodist preachers are
against the evil of long sermons, for at their in-

Oa, brethren, on—on in the old path trodden | troduction to the ministry they are required to

church. They cannot make them members of

by the fathers, and by our own former associates
who sleep in honoured graves. Undying are

promise, among other things, that they will not
speak “too long.”

house are of such a character as to be readily
performed in his house.

4. Because we think the ordinances of the
Church are suited to all climates ; and,

5. Becsuse we believe the ordinances of the
Church are adapted to the infirmities, exigencies
and various conditions of the different branches
and sexes of the human family the world over.—
Central Ad.

t

Long Sermons.
Everybody is against them. Those who agree
on scarcely any other point unite in condemning
prolixity in the pulpit.

he brevity that brings an end before weariness.
especially warned

And since the demand for

terposition of God's providencs
is 80 clear, or so worthy of our

their conferences, and s:ill keep them separate,
as associations can where each preacher is set-
tled over his own church :—to enter their asso-
ciation is to become eligible to every church in
the connection. It annihilates caste at a blow.
Would the Methodist Church arise ‘o that height,
she would instantly and gloriously distance all
her competitors in the race for the honors that
descend from God. She would be speediiy fol-
lowed, as she has been in some of her revival
usages, by all Christian bodies, anxious to main-
tain their position in the nation, and to win souls
to their fold.

This end will come in that and every church,
and then will come the final end—the union of
all churches under a common creed, if not a
common polity. The formation of four er five
great Christian states will necessitate the -
tiod of a Christian union. The
alists, Baptists, Presbyterians, Methodists and
Episcopalians will probably absorb most, if not
all, the minor sects that divide the land.  There
is no reason why Christiaus having one Book for
& guide, and believing fundamentally in ose
creed, should break up into these weak and con-
tending divisions. Each has something it can
contribute to the common stock, and all ean
unite in the ancient declaration of Faith, the
Apostles’ Creed. Let them first harmonize
among themselves—then let them harmonize
with each other. To none, perhaps, will be
given the ultimate pre-eminence, as in the na-
tional Union New York, nor Massachusetts, nor
South Carolina, nor Ohio can boast above their
brethren. From each will come peculiar and
desirable characteristics : while through all will
flow the divine spirit of sanctity and fellowship,
and in all will be fulfilled the prayer of Christ :
“That they may be one even as we are ome, 1
in thee and thou in me, that they may be made
perfect in one; that the world may know that
thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou
hast loved me.”

From the Methodist Protestant.

The Church of our Choice.

There are many Churches. Some of them dif-
fer widely from others. There are dooctrinael dif-
ferences, and there are differences in ecclesiastical
and governmental eccnomy. Between a few at
least, the dissimilarlty in either respect is small*
Perbaps ail bold vital truths enough, which, when
properly appreciated and practiced lead to salva-
tion. One fully in earnest might get to heaven
from any of the Churches. No doubt many have
gone up from them all. The true Christian,
whatever his denominational locality, finds in
this thought pleasant and cheering contempla-
tion. Tbat Christ is preached, though in his ap-
prebension it may be here and there not prescked
perfectly ; yet, that Christ is preached at all, is to
him, ae it was to the Apostle of the Gentiles,
subject of liveliest joy.

But if it be conceded that'all Christian people
agree, more or less upon essential points, it does
not therefore follow that practically one Church
should be either ecclesisstipnlly or religiously as
attractive as another. The men sincerely anz-
ious to save himself and glorify God, who could
feel no greater drawing towards one Charch then
another, would present au instance of woudrous
spomalism. Whatever be the egceptioa, the
rule is, that men from choice, of some kind or
otner, ileatify themselves with Church organiss-
tions. There have been those, apparently, who
availed themesiyes of Church connection to help
their own pereopal respectability. They desired
to get into the paradige of “ sogiety,” sud & cer-
tain ecolesissticism seeming to be the gate, they
entered it. The Church of their fatbers was too
plain, 100 caisfluential in the gay world,

TIGHET ETYee

1 ,- Otbers, it would seem,

their lsurels. By patient continuance in well-
doing, there is eternal life for all. A Church of
solid foundations and beauteous proportions has
been committed, under Christ, to our keeping.
Properly guarded, legitimately directed, and
devotedly served, there is no future for her too
bright to anticipate. Guard well every door of
entrance, that none but those who intelligently
aad sincerely prefer us as a people, be admitted.
Especially, watch with a vigilance that knows
no weariness, the door-way of the ministry. See
that applicants have a becoming appreciation of
the singleness and solemnity of the work they
See sleo, that in seek- |P

is somewhat surprising that the demand for short
preaching uniformly exceeds the supply.

seek to share with us.
ing to be with us, they are already really of us.
We are far more disposed to believe 1n sudden
eonversions to God, than we are to believe in
 sudden conversions from one ecolesiastical eco-
nomy to another, particularly, when that other
is a8 opposite and as removed from the first as
the antipodes. In a word, let the Church of
our choice, be oar choice indeed.—Let us evince
the sincerity and thoroughness of that choice by
watching her interests and protecting her honor
at every point, that she may worthily constitute
part of that glorious Church, without **spot or
wrinkle, or any such thing,” whioh Christ is yet
to present to Himeelf as the fruit of His toils
and the trophy of His love.

On Baptism,
Bapsei comes from the word bapio, and is the
third person singular, of the future tense,
root, bap, is \berefore one and the ssme with
that of bapto, whose primary meaning is to dip,
plunge, &c. But the use and applicstion of
certain original words are not confined to their
primary signification. Some words by use and
spplication have changed their mesning from
their primary signification very much, and have
in some instances come to almost an opposite
mesning to what they once had. The word let
is a remarkable instance. In one of Paul’s epis-
tles he uses the word in the sense of hioder ;
but it is now used in the sense of permission.
It is therefore to the gemeral use of the word
baplo and its derivatives, instead of their pri-
mary meaning, that we are to look for their true
sense and religious application. The most that
can be made of the word bapeei, shall dip, in
Lev. xiv. 16, from the circumstances in the cace
is a very partial submersion. 8o also with tie
instances in verse 6, and in Ex. xii. 22, Mat.
xxvi. 23, and John ziii. 26. The general sense

of the word dip, which is derived from bapio,
found in Ps. Ixviii. 23, Rev. xix. 13, Ts. Ixiii. 1-3,
Rev. xix. 11-15, is {0 stain. 1t sometimes mesns
to moisten or wet, as in Dan. iv. 33. Therefore
bapto means not only to dip, immerse, plunge,
but also to wash, to wet, moisten, sprinkle, to
steep, imbue, to dye, stain, color, &e., according
to Groves’ Greek Lexicon, and Parkhurst, the
celebrated philologist.

The same general remarks may be made with
regard to baptidzo that have been made upon
the word dapto, from which it is derived. As
devivative words are nothing more than offshoots
from their primative words or roots, they carry
with them the general meaning of their primi-
tives, but in their use and application they often
differ from them very much ; 86 much 80, in fact,
that the primitive meaning loses its controlling
influence in many words, and the only thing we
can depend upon to fix their true intent and
meaning, i their use and application. In Mark
vii. 4, baptidzontai, derived from baptideo, is
rendered * wash.” In Luke xi. 38, ebap tisthe
derived also from baptidzo, is rendered  wash-
#d." Now please to remember that daptidzon-
tai snd ebaptisthe in the sbove guotations apy
cot derivitive words’

firat five years of their ministry only one sermon

greatest power to what he learned of human na-

as it might seem that not to do 13 always easy, it

It is quite evident that no precise measure
for the length of pulpit discourses can be pre-
scribed. In a wide range there is need of much
intelligent discretion on the part of the preacher.
The matter of the discourse simply is susceptible
of almost indefinite contraction or expansion.
The whole system of -duties, both moral.and re-
ligious, is condensed into the few brief sentences
of the decalogue, any one of which may be ex-
ded and lified into whole sermons. It
should not be thought necessary to exhaust the
subjects treated of in the pulpit; it is not what
may be pertinently said upon the subject in
band, but how much may be set forth to profit,
that should govern in such cases. The time
over which the discourse may be extended being
determined by other circumstances, the preacher
must limit or enlarge his remarks accordingly.
The same number of minutes will not in all
cases serve equally well for different preachers.
One spesker plunges at once info the substance
of his discourse, and passes rapidly over its chief
parts, and then he must either close or drag out
the tale of his sermons by repeating himself’
or by ifrelevant and misplaced illustrations
or applications. Such preachers must make
their discourses short in the number of
tes they Py or else they will be
unendufably too long. Others proceed into
their subjects less rapidly, presenting them in
their parts and their whole, with a fullness of
illustrations and| arguments that occupy time in
their statement, and so make a greater extension
necessary.

The skilfol preacher will study to time his
discourses according to the hearing and appre-
ciating capacity of his congregation. It is a
question of real practical interest how long the
attention of a congregation may be held by a
speaker to the subject in hand. This will vary
very considerably according to the characters of
both the preacher and the hearers, according to
the subject discussed and the method of treating
it. In this too, as in many others, it is wise to
pause before weariness has ensued ; to withhold
giving before surfeiting has occurred. That ser-
mon is tgo long, though temporally the briefest,
that has been protracted beyond the point to
which the attention of the hearers could be kept
up.—Advocate and Journal,

t

Saving Ministers.

It bas been lately proposed in the public pa-
pers, as a means of preserving clergymen for a
longer use, 1o & greater age, that while they are
young they should not be expected to do so
much as is now required of them ; that for the

on the Sabbath should be given. Not one mi.
nister in & million is ever disabled by bard studv,
or dies prematurely from that cause. A far bet-
ter plan would be to require them to preach
every day and Sunday too, for the first years of
their ministry, and “ as ye go, preach ;” take
circuits, and preach in destitute places, five, or
ten, or fifteen miles apart ; a sermgn a day on
an average the year round ; end two or three
on Sundays, the oftener the easier. The advan-
tages are, that they would become acquainted
with the country ; would be brought into per-
sonal contact with a great variety of persons ;
would see human nature in ite multitudinous
phases ; and thus in after life would be able to
read a book miore instructive to them than any
other, except the Bible ; and reading it well
wou'd put into their hands a Lev which would
unlogk the hp-uu heart, aud give them com-
plete scless to it. Patrick Heary owed his

10 all sorts of people in his little

lous.

men ;
mise beyond those limits ; carry
heart, and making every man's gie
his own ; with tears for every

ing terms of endearment and 0
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Saul. First, he was of u
descent : an Hebrew of Hebrews,
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more : he had been himeslf & ke
The habitual Church- | sparing foe of Jesus and his Gospel,
goer desires to have his soul-heal dealt out to| for himeelf and others, exaggented
him in broken doses, and the occasional dropper- | t
in at public worship requires variety in the ex-|ism. He had looked down, in Ais
ercises and the novelty that waits on change and

he antagonism betwees Christi

pulpit brevity is so general and so earnest, and | cuted it.
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