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confession” to our entire and grateful satisfaction, 
and they are commended, by our prayers and bles- 
siugs, for the work to which we believe that God has 
called them.

For the mercies which we hive enjoyed, during 
the sittings ot the Conference, and the religious ser
vices connected with them, we would fervently ex
press our thanksgiving to God. tie has indeed been 
in the midst of us, and has delightfully united our 
hearts together in unanimity and peace. The day 
which we bad set apart lor the celebration of the 
Wesleyan Centenary was eminently crowned with 
good. Wo felt that the Gyd of our fathers was still 
with us,—that be bad not left nor forsaken us. It is 
our confident hope that other days of celebration, 
which are to he held throughout the Connexion, wilt 
abundantly share in the same diffusive benefit, and 
that they will prove, in no ordinary degree, “ seasons 
of refreshing from the presence of the Lord.” We 
go forth to the labours appointed to us, at the com
mencement of another century in our history, w ith 
an humble determination to devote ourselves more 
zealously than ever to God and to our proper work. 
May we “ obtain mercy of the Lord to he fuithl'ul !”

And now, brethren, we hid you farewell in the 
Lord. “ Whereunto ye have already attained,— 
walk by the same rule, and mind the same thing.” 
Turn a deaf car to the insinuations of nil unscriptural 
principles, how plausible and seductive soever such 
insinuations may he; and “meddle not with them 
that are given to change.” Be ready at all times 
-for every good word and work ; and “ walk in love, 
as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself 
for us on offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet- 
smelling savour.” “ Build up yourselves on your 
most holy faith ; pray in the Holy Ghost ; and keep 
yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy 
ol" our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” And 
may “ the Lord deliver you from every evil work, 
end preserve you unto his heavenly kingdom ; to 
whom he glory for ever and ever. Amen.”

Signed, by order of the Conference, 
Theophilus Lessee, President, 
Kobeet Newios, Secretary.

Liverpool, August Iti, 1989.

jWCBtellanroufl,
from the Christian Advocate and Journal.

THOUGHTS ON DRESS.
Dear Brethren,—You may he very much surpris

ed to hear that the piece of Mr. Westley’s Works, 
-entitled “ Thoughts on Dress,” is contained in less 
than twenty-two lines, and is judged to be al
together unsuitable to the purpose for which the Gene
ral Conference appointed it to be read. The words 
of the Discipline are, “ Let every one who has charge 
of a circuit or station, read Mr. IVestley’s Thoughts 
on Dress, at least once a-year in every society.” 
See Discipline, pp. 87 and 89.

Mr. Wesley’s Thoughts on Dress may he seen in 
vel. vi., p. 553, where it will be found that those 
thoughts originated in 1799, about three years pre
vious to his death, and could not be the same thoughts 
to which bis large miuutes refer, and from which it 
is presumed the General Conference copied the title.

For the large minutes, see vol. v., p. 817, where 
the words are to the question, “ Should we insist on 
the band rules, particularly with regard to dress ? 
dwwer. By all means. This is no time to give any 
encouragement to superfluity of apparel. Therefore 
live no band ticket* to any till they have left off su
perfluous ornaments. In order to this (1.) ^ 
assistant read Ike ‘ Thoughts upon Drdii’ at least 
ante a-year in every large Society.* ” Vol. v., p. 
81=7.

You will readily believe that some other piece of 
his writing was intended than that which is know* at 
this day by that title in his standard works. Hear 
him farther : —

“ I published that advice above thirty years ago i 
l have repealed it a thousand times since. 1 have ad
vised you not to he conformed to iho world herein ; 
to lay aside nil needless ornaments ; to uw>id all ex
pense ; to he patterns of plainness to ail that iirsi 
round about you. Have you taken tins' advice l 
Have you nil, men and women, old and young, rich 
and poor, laid aside all those needless ornaments 
which 1 particularly objected to ? Are you all eaeiu- 
plarily plain in your apparel ? As plain *e Quakers, 
so called, of Moravians ? If not, if ye are still dress- 
ed like the generality of people ofyourown rank and 
fortuné, you declare hereby, to all the world,that you 
will not obey them that arc over you in the Lord." 
See Sermon oii., vol. ii., p. 329.

No reasannble doubt can lie entertained that it war 
his “ Mdvice to the people called Methodist» \rilh re
gard to dress," which was intended to lie ” i rad in 
all the large societies.” No doubt the General Con
ference intended the same. But, if so, the attention 
of the General Conference should lie called to the 
subject, that this important direction may he correct
ed. For why should so palpable an inconsistency he 
continued in the discipline ?

Please to let this, or something more appropriate, 
appear in the Christian Advocate and Journal, that 
the attention of our fathers in the church may ho 
called to the subject. John Lawson.

[In relation to the above remarks our readers can 
consult the Discipline themselves and compare what 
it says with Mr. Wesley’s Works therein referred to. 
Meanwhile we think it profitable to publish Mr. 
Wesley’s Advice on the subject of Dress, that if any 
of our readers have not seen il, tney may have an 
opportunity so to do. And il preacher» ill charge 
will take it into a society meeting, and read it, ami 
lake that opportunity to obtain subscriptions for the 
Advocate and Journal, so much the better.]—Eus. 
C. Aov, and Jou*.
ADVICE TO THE PEOPLE CALLED METHODISTS, WITH 

KLOaRD to DRESS.
1. 1. 1 am not fond ol" saying the same thing over 

and over ; especially when I nave so many things to 
say, that the day of life (which with me is far spent) 
is not likely to suffice for them. But, in some eases, 
it is needful for you that I should ; and then it is not 
grievous to me. Anil it may he liest to speak Ireely^ 
and fully at once, that there inuy he the less need ot 
speaking on this head hereafter.

2. When we look into the Bible with any mention, 
and then look round into the world, to see who be
lieves, and who lives according to this book ; we 
may easily discern that the system of practice, as 
well as the system of truth, there delivered, is torn in 
pieces, and scattered abroad like the members of Ab- 
syrius. Every denomination of Christians retains 
some part either of Christian truth or practice ; these 
hold fast one part, and those another, aa their fathers 
didaefore them- What is the duty, meantime, of 
those who desire to follow the whole word of God f 
Undoubtedly to “ gather” up all these “ fragments,” 
that, if possible, “ nothing he lost with ell dili
gence to follow all those wo see shout us, so far aa 
they follow the Bible ; and to join together m one 
scheme of truth and practice what almost all the 
world put asunder.

3. Many years ego I observed several part* of 
Christian practice among the people called Quakers' 
Two things I particularly remarked among them,— 
plainness of speech, and plainness or.’rees. ] willing
ly adopted both, with some réstn" dns, end
ly plainness of drees ; the seme .’ recommended to


