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confession’ to our entire and grateful satisfaction.
and they are commeaded, by our prayers and bles-
siugs, tor the work to which we believe that God has
called them.

For the merciea which we have enjoyeil, guring
the sittings ot the Conterence, and the religious ser-
vices coanected with them, we would fervently ex-
press our thanksgiving to God. He has indeed been
1o the midst of us, and has delighttully united our
hearts together in unanimity and peace. 'The day
which we bad set apart tor the celebration of the
Wesleyan Centenary was eminently crowned with
good. Wo felt that the God ot our fathers was still
with us,—that he bad not left nor forsaken us. It is
our confident hope that other days of celebration,
which are to be held throughout the Connexion, will
abundantly share in the same ditfusive beamefit, and
that they will prove, inno ordinary degree, * seasons
of refreshing from the presence of the Lord.”  We
go forth to the !abours appointed to us, at the com-
mencement of another ceutury in our history, with
an humble determination to devote ourselves more
zealously than ever to God and to our proper work.
May we ‘“ obtain mercy of the Lord to be faithful !

And now, brethren, we bid you farewell in the
Lord. ¢ Whereunto ye have ulready attained,—
walk by the same rule, and mind the same thing.”
‘T'urn a deaf ear to the insinuatioas of all uascriptural
principles, how plausible and seductive soever such
insinuations may be ; and ‘“wneddle not with them
that are given to change.” Be ready at all times
for every good word and work ; and « walk in love,
as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himselt
for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-
smelling savour.” ¢ Build up yourselves on your
most holy faith ; pray in the Holy Ghost; and keep
yourselves in the love of God, lovking fur the mercy
of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal lite.” And
may ‘““the Lord deliver you from every evil work,
and preserve you unto his heavenly kingdow ; to
whom be glory for ever aud ever. Awmen.”

Sigued, by order of the Counference,
'I'ncopHiILUS Lessey, President,
RoserT NEWTON, Secretary.
Liverpool, August 16, 1889.

R

Pigcellancous,

From the Christian Advocate and Journal.
THOUGHIS ON DRESS.

Dear Brethren,—You may he very much surpris-
ed to hear that the piece of Mr. Westley’s Works,
-entitled * ‘Thoughts on Dress,” is contained in less
than twenty-two lines, and is judged to be al-
logether unsuitable to the purpose tor which the Gene-
ral Conference appointed it to be read. ‘I'he words
of the Discipline are, ‘“ Let every one who has charge
of a circuit or station, read Mr. Westley’s Thoughts
on Dress, at least once a-year in every society.”
See Discipline, pp. 87 and 88. .

Mr. \V’;sley’s Thoughts on Dress may bhe seen in
vel. vi., p. 533, where it will be found that those
thoughts originated in 1788, about three years pre-
vious to his death, and could not be the same thoughts
to which his large minutes refer, and from which it
18 gresumed the Geueral Conference copied the title.

For the large minutes, see vol. v., p. 217, where
the words are to the question, ¢ Should we insist on
the band rules, particularly with regard to dress ?
dnswer. By all means. This is no time to give any
encouragement to superfluity of apparel. Therefors
give no band tickets to any tll they have left off su-
Perfluous ornaments. In order to this (1.) Let every
assistan! read the ¢ Thoughts upon Dress’ at least
;’lge a-year in.every large Society.” Vol. v., p.
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You will readily believe that some otler piece of’
his writing was intended than thut which is kuown ag
this day by that title in his standurd works. Hear
him farther : —

“ I publisbed that advice abore thirty years ago ;
I have repeated it a thousand limes since. | have aud-
vised you not to be confurmed to the world borein :
to lay aside all needless oruaments ; to avarid uli ua-
pense ; to be patterns of plainness to ail that are
round about you. Have you taken ts advice ?
Have you all, inen and women, old aud younyg, rich
and poor, laid aside all thuse needlcas ornamests
which '} particularly objected to ? Are you all exew-
plarily plain in your apparel 2 As plain as Quakers,
so called, og Moravians ? I not, il ye are sull dross-
ed lika the gencrality of people ot your own rank and
fortune, you declare hereby, to all the world,that you
will not obey them that arc over you in the Lord."
See Sermon oii., vol. ii., p. 323,

No reasanable doubt can be entertained that it was
his <« Advice to the people called Methodista with re-
gurd to dress,” which was iutended to bo<* 1vad
all the large societies.” No doubt the General Con-
ference intended the same. But, if’ so, the attention
of the General Conference should be called to the
subject, that this important direction inay be correct-
ed. For why should so palpable aa incounsistency be
continued in the discipline ?

Please to let this, or something inore appropriate,
appear in the Christian Advocate and Journal, that
the attention of our futhers in the church may be
calied to the subject. Joun Lawsos.

[n relation tu the nbove remarks our readers can
consult the Discipline themselves and comnpare what
it says with Mr. Wesley’s \Works therein reterred 1o,
Meanwhile we-think it profitable to publish Mr.
Wesley’s Advice on the subject of Dress, that i’ any
of our readers have not seen it, they way have an
opportunity 8o to do. And it prenchers in charge
will take it into a society meeting, and read it, and
take that opportunity to obtain subscriptions fur the
Advocate and Journal, so much the better.]—E s,
C. Aov, axND Jour.

ADVICE 'TO THF PEOPLE CALLED METHODISTS, WITH
KEGARD TO DRESS. )

I. 1. 1 am not fond of aayinﬁlhc same thing over
and over ; especially when I have so many things to
say, that the day of life (which with me is far spcut)
is not'likely to suffice for them. But, in some caser,
it is needful for you that I should ; and then itis not
grievous to me. And it may be best to speak freely
and fully at once, that there nuy Le the less need of
speaking on this head hereafter.

2. When we look into the Bible with suy atention,
and then look round into the world, to see who be-
lieves, and who lives according to this book ; we
may easily discern that the systemn of practice, as
well as the system of truth, there delivered,is torn sn
pieces, and scattered abroud like the inembers of Ab-
syrtus, Every denomination of Christians retains
some part either of Christian trath or practice ; these
hold fast one part, and those another, as their fatbers
did sefore them. What is the duty, meantime, ol
those who desire to follow the whole word of God ?
Undoubtedly 1o * gather” up all these * fragmnents,”
that, if possible, ‘* nothing be lost ;" with sl dili-
gence to follow all those wa see about us, so (ar ns
they fullow the Bible ; and to join togethor in one
scheme of truth and practice what slwost all the

world put asuader.

8. Many years ngo [ observed several parts of
Christian {mfctice among the people called Quakers)
Two things [ particutarly remarked a:nong thein,—
plainness of speech, and plainness nf.'ress. 1 willing-

ly adepted both, with some restr .~ qus, and particu-
I; pllh’?ness of dress ; the same ' recounnended to




