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that irfluence which bad its birth in
Oxford bad in a great measure died down
again, The present Oxford was not the
Oxford of his remembravce. It seemed
o bim to be now a plaze divided between
what was called mu-cular Coristiauity on
the one side and open agnosticiem on the
other. A poition wes devoted to rowing
aud varlous athletic amusements, and ths
more thoughtful portion was following
great sgnostic leaders, secing great beanty |
i some portious of the Catholie faith, but
vy no means makiog avy active personal
submission, Tois was a subject import
aut and Interestiog in itself, aud he would
therefore claim from Lis Catholic andience
now and then the prayer that minds which
were on the move might find the door of
their true home, and that those who had
adopted at least a portion of Catholic
principles might live to be crowned by
their reeult,

BISHOP MACDONELL.

I
By W.J. Muedonell, Toronto.
Reprinted, by consent from the Weekly Catho
lie Keview

Of the public men of Upper Canada,
some sixty years ago, few, if any, were
better known or more highly esteemed
tban wes the Right Rev, Alexander Mac-
donell, first Bishop ot Kingston,

As this distinguished pralate occupied a
more than ordinary position in the British
Dominions, & brief memoir of him may not
prove uninteresting to the readers of the
CarHonc RECORD

This venerable gentlemean was born
17th July, 1762, iu Glen Urquhart, on the
borders of Loch Nese, Iuveinesshire, Scot-
Jend.  Being destined for the Church, he
wae, at an early age, sent to the Scottish
College in Paris, and subsequently to the
Scottish College in Valladotid in Spain,
where he was ordained priest on 16th Feb-
ruary, 1787, During his stay in Paris, as
the writer heard from his own lips, the
students were brought from their peace-
ful retreat by some revolutionary enthu-
siasts, and forced to dance around a Lib
erty Pole. Young Macdonell, who was
always an ardent Royalist, was very much
shocked at such outrageous proceedings
He bound a bandkercbief around his kuee,
and feigning lamenees, mansged to escape
the threatened indiguity. On leaving
Valladolid, he returned to Scotland, and
was stationed as & missionary priest in the
Braes of Lochaber, where he remained
four or five years,

A few years prior to 1790, a system of
converting small farms into sheep walks,
thereby dispossessing small tenants, was
introduced into the Highlands of Scot
land; in consequence a large proportion of
tenants throughout the Highlands were
ejected from their farme, and reduced to
toe greatest distress; the restrictious of the
emigration acts preventing themn from
emigrating to the colonies. In May, 1792,
Mr, Macdonell, understanding that many
laborers were wanting in the manufac
tories of Glasgow aud its neighborhood,
travelled to Glasgow and waited upon the
manufacturers, in the hope of procuring
employment for the dispossessed High
landers. OUn being intormed that the
greater portion of theze people were Cath-
olics, the manufacturers promised every
proteciion and encoursgement to such as
would come down to their works, But
@e the excitement caused in 1780 by Lord
George Gordon and his mieguided fol
lowers, when the Catholic Chapel and the
priest’s houee in Glasgow were burned by
a riotous mob, bad not yet subsided, the
manufacturers feared that some snnoy-
ance might be offered to the Catholic
laborers. When Mr. Macdonell etated
that a clergyman should accompany these
men to afford them the consolations of
their religion, he was assured that every
encouragement possible would be given to
such clergymen, but as the penal laws
agaivst Catholic priests were still in ex-
istence, protection could not be insured
or guaranteed to him. Mr. Macdonell,
however, declared his willingness to
accompany the Highlenders, aud risk the
action of the penal laws; accordingly eome
700 or 800 laborers came down from the
Highlands, and gave full satisfaction to
their employers during the two years they
remsined in their service.

Oa the few occasions previous to the
arrival of Mr. Macdonell, when a priest
officiated in Glasgow, he was obliged to
have his meeting up two or three pair of
steirs, and to station at the door a sturdy

Irishman or Highlander, armed with a
bludgeon to overawe intruders who might
attempt to disturb the service. But Mr.
Macdonell, acting on the advice of Dr.
Porteous (ome of the most influential
Presbyterian clergymen of iie city and &
nephew, by marriage, to Sir Jobn Moore)
opened his chapel to the street, and did
not close the door during the service.
About the year 1794, French revelution-
ary principles began to make rapid pro-
gress among men of all demnomin>tions
employed in the manufactories, while the
troubles in France, Holland and othe{
parts of the continent having caused
stagnation in the export of British goods
of all kinds, a general failure among the
cotton maunufacturers of Glasgow Was the
coneequence; they were compelled to dis.
mies the grester part of their operatives,
Catholics as well as others, The men,
thus thrown out of employment, were
obliged by mecessity, to enlist in the num-
erous military organizations then being
formed for the defence of the country.
Finding that the Catholic, under his
charge, were obliged to enlist in these
bodies, and compelled, according to the
then universal practice, to declare them-
selves Protestants, Mr, Macdonell con-
ceived the idea of embodying them into
one corps, as a Catholic regiment. With
this view a meeting of Catholics was held
at Fort Avugustus in 1794, and a loyal
addrees to the King drawn up, offering to
raige & Catholic corps under command of
young Macdonell, of Glengarry; a deputa-
tion was sent to London, and the address
was most graciouely received by the
King, a letter of service being iesued to
raise the First Glengarry Fencible Regi
ment as a Catholic corps, the firet raised as
such since the Reformation. Mr, Mec
denell, though coutrary to the then ex
ieting law, was gazetted Chaplain, Four
or five regiments which had been raised
in Scotland having refused to extend their
gervices to Englend, avd baving even
mutinied when ordered to march, the
Glengemy Fencibles, by the persuadion of
their Chaplain, offcred to extend their
geyvices to any part of Great Britain or

able to the government, as it formed &
precedent for all Fenclble corps raised after
that period,
Accordivgly, in the summer of 1705, the
regient was ordered to the Isle of Guern
#ey, then threatened with fuvasion by the
Freuch; it continued there until the break-
ing out of the Irish troubles in 1708, whea
it was ordered to [reland. The good ¢on
duct of the men combined with the activ
ity derived from their mountainous
origin induced the Goverument to employ
the Glengarry regiment in the most dis
turbed parts of the eountry—the counties
of Wexford and Wicklow, and in the hills
aud moresses of Connemara, where many
lawlesws characters had taken refuge, and
who, issuing from their fastoesses during
the night, barrassed the peaceable inhabit.
auts sud barued their houscs and out
buildings. Mr. Mscdoneilin bis character
of chaplain, preveuted the excersessu gen<
erally committed by the soldiers of vther
regiments, especlally by those of the
Native Yeomauvry Corps, and which ren-
dered them the terror aud detestation of
the jusurgent inhabitants, Mr, Macdon-
el! found many of the Catholic chapels in
the counties of Wicklow, Carlow aud Wex-
ford, turned into stables for the horses of
the ‘yeomanry. These he caused to be
cleanced and restored to their original
sacred purpose, performed Divine service
in them himself, and iovited the clergy
avd cougregations to attend, most of whom
bad beeu driven into the mountalus and
bogs to escape the cruelty of the yeomaury
aud of such of the regular troops as were
under the commaud of prejudiced or
merciless oflicers; the poor inhabitants re-
turned with joy to their chapels and
homes as toon as assurauce of protection
was afforded them from quarters and by
persons who had no interest to deceive
them,
During the peace of 1502, the Glen-
gerry 1egiment was disbanded, and its
members again reduced to great straits
becauee the S:ottish mavufaciuring trade
bad been 80 circumscribed by the late
sanguioary war that the Highlanders could
not find an asylum or employment in
their own country, and Mr. Macdouell
began to entertain the hope that he
might establish for them a claim upon the
Goverument co far at lesst as 1o obtain
for them grants of land in Upper Canada,
where many of their friends were settled
on lande given as rewards for services ren-
dered during the American Revolutionary
War,

IL

The first emigration from the High-
lands of Scotland to North America took
place in the year 1772, from estates of
Lord Macdonald in the Isle of Skye, and
of Lord Seaforth, from Kintail and Loch
Broom. These emigrants were ail Pro

testants, They went to South Carolina

In 1773, John Macdonald of Glenaladale,
wishing 1o free the tenants of Macdonald,
of Clenronald, from the hard usage they
experienced from their landlord, sold his
property aud took a ehip load of them to
Prince Edward, then called St. John’s
Island, in the Gulf of St. Lawrence,
This island was taken by the Eoglisb in
17584nd first colonised by them about1770
Lora Selkirk, of Red River renown, in bis
“observations” oo emigration from the
Highlands, published at Edivburgh in
1806, gives an account of a settlement
tormed by him in the ssme island, in
1803, This colony, after undergoing the
viciesitudes incident to such adventures,
was ultimately placed upon permanent
basis, as can be seen by its condition at
the present day, The emigrants of 1773,
however, did not meet much encourage

ment, As a consequence, many of them
removed to Nova Scotis, where they
remained until the breaking out of the
American Revolutionary war in 1774

All who were capable of taking arms then
joined the Royal Standard, some under
captain Macdonald end others under
Msjor Small. Another body of Highland-
ers, under General Maclean, also joined,
and the whole corps was denominated the
4th regiment. In 1773, at the invitation
of the celebrated Sir William Johnson,
a party of Highlanders emigrated from
Glengarry and Knooidart, and settled in
Schoharie county, on the Mohawk river,
in the then British Province of New York

The writer's grandfather, Colonel John
Macdonald, of Scottos, or Scothouse,
Glengarry, being as he says, of a roving
disposition, and fond of adventure, was
induced to join this expedition. Mr.
Shaw, in his history of Moray, states that
the “Macdonells of Glengarry, never, that
I know, reformed. The gentlemen of that
name have their sons educated in the
Scotch colleges abroad, especially at
Douay. and they return home either
avowed or concealcd Papists,” Colonel
Macdonell was born in 1728, and in 1740
was sent to Rome, probably to be educa-
ted for the church., His father and
grandfather, alzo had been educated in
that city, 1t was & maxim of the Bishop
that “a Macdonell should be either &
priest or a soldier.” None ot the
writer's paternal ancestors seem to have
had any vocation to the ecclesiastical life.
Many of them chose the profeselon of
arms. Colonel Macdonell followed that
course, and his religion being a bar to its
practice in his native country, he entered
the service of Spain and was also offered
& general’s commision in the Austrian
service, He was familiarly known to old
reeidents of Upper Canada as “Spanish
John,” He died at Cornwall in April,
1810, and was buried in the family ceme-
tery at St. Andraw’s,

His autobiography down to the time of
bis departure from Scotland abdunds in
strange adventures in foreign parts. At
the instance of his old friend and fellow-
countrymen, Dr. John Strachan, first Pro-
testant bishop of Toronto, it wae pub
lished in Aprll, 15825, in the Canadian
Magazine, Montreal, Colonel Macdoneil
was a great friend of Sir William
Johneon, and to show his appreciation of
that famous character, named the writer’s
father, who was the first of the family
bhorn oun American soil, William Johnson
Macdonell An anecdote of Sir William
Johnson may bear repetition : 3

He had just received from friends in
the old country a brand new uniform
resplendent with acarlet and gold. This
brilliant affair took the faucy of an Indian
chief, & man of great iuflaence among
his contemporaries, who went to Sir
William snd thus accosted him: “Sir
William, I dreamt last night that you
gave me that fine suit you wore yester-
day,” Among the Indians a hint like this

character to be ignorant of its meaning. |
He aceordingly parted with the nniftorm
A few days afterwards, mecting bis ludan
friend, he accosted him 1o turn ;. “Coiel,
I dreamed last night that you gave me all
the laud from so and so, to &) and #o0,”
describing a tract of

great extent and
value in the wneighborhoad, ) fef
wus dumfoundered :—Afro v
pauee, “Sie William," id bhe, “if you
dreamed 1t, yon must have it, bat | shall
give up dreaming, as you dream too strong
Jor me¢” QOa the breanking out of b

Revolutionary war, thesse Higblanders
nuheeding the threats and conxiog of the
Awericans, who wi-hed to derain ther, ‘
and ectaally imprisoned many of their
i fluential wen, fought their way, under |
the command of Sir John Johurou, son of L
Sir William, to the banks of the 8t. Law. |
rence, They endured great hardships, |
living chicfly on the flesh of their borses |
aud dogs, or on such roots as could be
found in the forest, On reaching Cuinada
they were formed iuto a corps, under Sic
Joubn Joboeon, sand were called the “Royal
Emgrants,”

At the conclusion of the war, as a re
coguition of their services, avd in com-
peusation for their losees, lands were
granted them in Upper Canada, and they
settled, some in the Niagara District,
some on the Bay of Quinte, aud gome on
the shores of the St. Lawrence, in the
section now known as the counties of
Glengarry and Stormont, the former heing
soscalled in honor of the immigrants from
Glengarry in Scotland, The fiist band of
Hightanders who arrived in  Upper
Cauada had followed an Irish priest
named McKenua, In 1776 M Montgol-
fier, Vicar General at Moutreal, and
seventh Superior of the Scminary of St,
Sulpice, (died 1791,) spoke of them in
these terme: “That missionary, Father
Mc¢Kenna, has been charged to accompany
a new colony of Highlauders, about 300
in number, who, they say, are going tu
settle in Upper Canada, where they hope
to enjoy the Catholic religion without
molestation. They bave already arrived
at Urange, aud intend to fix altogether in
the same place with their missionary, Who
aloue understands thetr language, 1have
given him the ordinary powers for miunis
tering to his ambulating parish.” The
next priest in that section seems to have
been the Rey. Alexauder MacDonell,
ordained in 1765, misionary at “New
Johnson, Upper Canada” in 1796—died
at Montreal, 9:h July, 1503, agea 61 years,
The writer has & duodecimo book 1u two
parts, containing respectively 60 and 75
pages printed at Quehee, by Wm, Biown,
MDCCLXXVIII, (1778), and “published
with permtssion of my Lord John Ohiver
Briand, Bishop of Quebec.” The first
part is entitled “The Sincere Cathclic's
Companion,” and contaivs prayers for
mass, confession, communion, etc. The
second part is “An Abstract of the Douay
Catechism.” Inside of the cover, (sheep
bourds,) is the following inscription, “Thne
property of Wm J. MieDonell,” (the
writer’s father) “yiven to him by the Rav.
Mr Alex MacDonell, in Cornwall, on the
thirty first day of August, one thousand
seven hundred and ninety four.—Canada ”
This Rev, Mr. Alex McD nell is no doubt
the priest who died at Montreal in 1803
The name is very prominent in the annals
of the church in Upper Canada. The
Abbe Tai guay, in his “Reportoire Geueral
du Clerge Canadien, Quebec 1568, gives
a list of twenty Maicaonells and Mac
donalds who were on the mission in
various parts of the province, from 1768
to 1566, and does mnot include all; one
especially notable individual, the Very
Rav, William Peter Macdonald, Vicar
General of Kingston, of whom more
hereafter, being completely overlooked
Koowing that many of his countrymen
nad settled in Upper Canada, Mr. Alex
Macdonell, the subject of this sketch,
went to London about the year 1802 to
lay before the Premier, the Right Hon
Henry Addington, the claims of the dis-
banded Highlanders. Mr, Addington
received Mr. Macdonell with great cor-
diality, complimented him on the brav-
ery and loyalty of his countrymen, and
assured him that nothing would give him
greater pleasure than to afford enbstan
tial proof of the good will of his Majesty’s
government towards them, inasmuch as
of all his Majesty’s subjects, the High-
landers were always the readiest to come
forward to their country’s call, and the
only class from whom a complaint had
never been heard. Mr. Addington
further assured Mr. Macdonell that
nothing gave him deeper cause of regret
than to see such brave and loyal subjects
forced by adverse circumstances to the
necessity of quitting their native land to
seek In a distant country subsisience tor
themselves and their families, Me
Addington wished, however, to induce
Mr, Macdonell to take his people to
the Island of Trinidad, then recently
ceded by Spain to England., Mr. Mac
donell was offered eighty acres of land
for ‘every head of a f.mily, as much
money as would suffice to place four
slaves on every farm, a physician and a
school-waster for the new colony, and for
a period of three years as much wins for
the use of the colonists as he and the
doctor should id ry tor the
preservation of their health. Moreover,
for himself and a few special friends,
such salaries as would make them indepe-
dent, Mr. Macdonel', however, telt com-
velled to decline all these tempting
propositions. He assured Mr. Adding
ton that baving devoted his life hitherto
to the good ot his fellow.creatures he
could not think of inducing them toerai.
grate to an unhealthy tropical climate,
Consequently he renewed his solicitation
fo: the bestowal of lands in Upper Can-
ada,

The only objection Mr. Addington
could make to this request was that the
British Government had such a slender
hold on the Province of Upper Canada
that he did not think himseif warranted
to encourage the king’s loval subjects to
emigrate 10 that calony, Mr. Macionell,
on the contrary, assured Mr. Addington
that the emigration of Highlanders to
Upper Canada would form the strongest
possible tie between that colony and the
parent state, He also suggested the
advantage that would accrue to Great

falarm, and ¢ v

the 8'yn Manual for a grant of land for I
every offizer and soldier of the Glen garry
Regiment whom he should introduce
into Upper Canada, Oa this fact becom- |
ingknown, the H thland proprietors took |
ed by various means |
to pr £t people from emigrating |
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smilies to the p
of em | on, were not permiited to
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threa s « thebland lairds produce
upon f | Ministry, that even Lord
lobart, ( nial  Seecre
urged Mr, Muicdonell to covduct his
emigravts to Upper Canada, by way of

the United Siates, that the odiam of
directly assisting emigration from the

Highlands might be avoided, there being
at that time a Provincial law which
grapted two bundred acres of land 1o
every loy:lsubject entering Upper Can-
ada from the United States with the
iotention to settle in the Provinee, Mr
Maedonell declined this advice, and,
regardless of opposition, found his way
to Upper Cancaa with his followers as he
best could, in the years 1503 and 4 He
may be said to have almost literally
smuggled them away, so many and g0
vexalious wera the restrictions placed
upon their departure,  Mr, Macdenell
landed at ()uebecin 1803, and was imme.
diately appointed to the mission ot St
Raphsel, Upper Canada, There were
then no whurves on the river front at
Quebec; the ship lay out in the stream,
and Mr. Macdonell was considering the
best way of getting ashore, when, to
quote his own words to the writer, “a
fine strapping young fellow waded out to
the ghip, ook me in his arms as it I had
been a haby, and carried me ashore.”
This “fine strapping young fellow” was
the writer’s uucle, John Macdonell, in
his time a renowned “North Wester,”
who died some forty years ago at his
residence, Point Fortune, on the Oitawa.
“Phere were giants in those days.” Mr.
Maedonell, the chaplain, was a man of
herculean stature—six feet four inches
in beight and stout in proportion, What,
then, must uncle John have been? Ot
this same uncle, the Bishop in after
days told the writer the following anec
dote. Early one spring morning, when
the ice was breaking up, Colonel John
Maedonell ran into his son’s room and
cried out, “John, you are a pretty fellow
to be lying abed at this time of
day, while a poor man is being
carried down the river on a
cake of ice” Up jumped John,
ran down to the river, and “unaccoutred
a: be was” plnnged in, rescued the man
from almost inevitable destruction and
returred trinmphant to the paternal domi
cile, Many yea s sgo, during the bishop’s
residesce iu Kingston, then a groat horbed
of Qiangeism, he was one 12th of July,
with his Vicar Geueral, *“Mc, William,”
called ont to assist in quelling a riot; his
splandid figure was conepicuous. Oue
womthy disciple of Kiug William, in a
state of great excitement, pressed through
the erowd, avowing his intestion to have
*‘a Wt at that big anti-christ.” The bishop
looked at him, and in his calm, deliberate
madner jaked out, “It would be the
deatest blow that ever yon struck,” King
Willam collapsed instanter,

To return for a moment to uncle
Joho and his North-West experience.
Writing to his brother William, in 1515,
at the wnstance of L rd Selkick, who was
striving to procare Catholic emigrants
for his R-d River settlement, uncle John
says: “T give you an idea of the num
ber of buffalos which occasionally frequent
theee parts, I may say that in May, 1795,
I got on board of my cance at sumniise,
left the forks of toe mver Qui'Appelle,
and put up at sunset the same day at a
place called La Grand Bois, after having
counted 7,360 carcasses of buffslo dead, i ¢,
drowned and mired, in the river and on its
banks: such a melancholy sight seldum
occurs, for in the twelve years spent in
that coumtry, I witnessed it but ouce.”
No wonder that buffalos are now “with
things of the past.”

It has been well said that the life of
Washiugton was the history of his coun
try; with equal truth may it be said that
the life of Bishop Macdonell, from the
epoch at which we have now arrived, is
the history of the Church in Upper Can
ada Upon his arival he presented bis
credentials to Lieat. General Hunter, the
then Lieut.-G ivernor of the Province, and
obtained the Jand stipulated for bis friends
acc rding to the order of the Sign Manual
He took up his residence in the county of
Glengarry, which remained his head.
quarters for some twenty-five years, He
soon discovered that very few of the emi-
grants who had previouely arrived in the
country aud bad settled on lands allotted
them, had procured legal tenures for their
posseselons. He was consequently obliged
to repalr to York, where, after much
trouble, patent deeds for 160,000 acres of
land for his new clients were obtained,
and, after some further delay, patents for
the lands of his own followers were aleo
secured. Mr. Macdonell’s next object was
the building of churches and establish-
ing of echools, for which purpoee
he subsequently obtained grants of
money from the Home Government,
but these grants were not permanent
On his arrival in Upper Canada, he found
only three Catholic churches in the whole
Province, two wooden and one stone, and
only two clergymen, one a Frenchman,
utterly ignorant of the English langvage,
the other an Irishman, who left the coun-
try soon afterward, Ior morethan thirty
years Mr, Macdonell’s life was devoted to
the missions of Upper Canada. He tra
velled from the Province line at Cotean du
Lac to Lake Superior, through a country
without woods or bridges, often carrying
his vestments on his back, sometimes on
horeeback, sometimes on foot or in the
rough waggons then used, avd sometimes
in ludian bark canoes, traversing the great
inland lakes and navigating the rivers
Ottawa and St. Lawrence, to preach the
Word of God and administer the rites of
the church to the widely seattered Catho
lics, many of whom were Irish immigrants
who had braved the difficuliies of settling

did the fears and
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Atlantic to the Pacific coast, formed but '
one diocese noder the jarisdiction of the |
Bishop of Quebee, Toe emall oligarchy

formed of men holdivg cffi

crown, and irrespongible to the people, but
who ruled Lower Canada in the « fi
which we write, seriously attemp!

1opress both the language a

1 I"rench settlers, and Ve il
co y lrrespective of tl
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lu 1806 Mgr, Joseph Octave P .
the eleventh bishop of Quebec ded
to that See on the « f B )
Denaut. He was a prelat t vigor
and capacity, and took the reins o
ecclesiastical government with a firm |
hand, as a man who bad long been accus. |
tomed to exercise authority, Ile ¢ wi

ata glance the wants of his immenee dio-
cese, and undertook to provide for them
without delay. One of his first thoughts
was to divide the diocese, that the vine
vard might be more ¢fliciently enltivated,
In apnouncing the death of his predecessor
to the Cardinal Prefect of the Propaganda,
Mgr. Plessts expressed a hope that the
Court of Rome would soon coms to an
understanding with the Court of St. James
for the ereciton of a Metropolitan and
some bishoprics in British North America,
Meantime he petitioned the Holy Seo to
allow him three Cradja ors, one in M m
treal, one in Upper Canada, and a third
in Nova Scotia, his inteation being to
recommend as Coadjator for Upper Can- |
ada Mr, Macdonell, who had already
been placed among the number of his
Viears (ieneral,
Local difficalties, the particulars of
which would be too lengthy to giveina
brief sketeh, as this is supposed to be,
joined to the disturbed state of Earope,
and the war which sprung up between
England and the Uopfted States, delayed
the accomplishment of Bishop Dleesis’
desire to divide his diccese; but be had,
through the Government of the Mother
country, obtained the recognition of a
share of those rights of which the olig-
archy composing the Executive Council of
Lower Canada bad attempted to deprive
the Church. On the declaration of
war by the Unted States against
Eogland, in 1511, and the iunvasion
of Canada by American troops, Mr, Mac
donell prevailed upon his countrymen to
form the 2ad Glengarry Fencible Regi-
ment, whigh, with two militia regiments,
raised also in the eastern part of the pro-
vince, contributed much to the preserva.
tion of Upper Canada. By the activity
aud bravery of these men, the enemies’
frontier posts of Ogdensburg, St. Regis
and French Milis were taken, with their
artillery, ammuntiion, and other military
stores,
In 1516 Mr. Macdonell returned to
Eogland, and waited upon Mr, Addington,
then Viscount Sidmouth, who introduced
him to Earl Bathurst, then Colonial Secre-
tary. Part of his mission was to induce
the Home Government to favor the
measure proposed by the Bishop of Quetec
for the divielon of that diocese, in whish
undertsking he succeeded to a certain
extent
In July, 1817, the Holy See separated
Nova Scotia from the Diocese of Quebee,
aund erected that Province into an Apos
tolical Vicariate, At the same time Lord
Castlereagh induced the Court of Rome
to erect two other Apostolical Vicariates,
one formed of Upper Canada and the
other of New Brunswick, Prince Edward
Island and the Magdalen Islands. Mr.
Macdonell returned to Canada in 1517

In 1816 Bishop Plessis paid his firat
episcopal visit to Upper Canada, The
province had but few villages, separated
by almost interminable torests. Here
and there were some groups of Catholics,
the most considerable being at St
Raphael’s (Me Macdonell's homestead in
Glengarry,) at Kingston and at Savdwich.
Kingston then contained 75 Catholics
families, of whom 55 were Canadian and
20 Scotch and [Irish. Sandwich had a
Catholic population of 1,500 souls, The
old parish of St. Peter on the Thames,
(Riviere.a-la Tranche,) of Which the
wooden church still stands In the midst of
the St. Claire flats, contained, with the
settlement at Malden, about 450 souls.
These two establi-hments were then on
the confines of civilization. Beyond them
commenced the great solitude of the West,
koown as the “Upper Coantry” or “North-
West,”, where many Canadians were
employed in the service of the Hudson
Bay and other fur trading companies,
As the venerable Dr. Scadding, the his
torian of Toronto, pleasantly tells us, the
Nor' West had great attractions for the
wayward youth of little York. “When-
over anything went counter {o their
potiong, running away to the Nor’ West
was always proposed; but what the pro:
cess really involved, or where the Nor'
West precisely was, were things vaguely
realized. A sort of savage land ot Cock
aigne; a regon of perfect freedom among
the Indians was imagined, and to visit
it lakes Huron and Superior were to be
traversed,” Bishop Plessis had long
desired to placea bishop in this immense
district, but before doing so it was
judged necessary to send missionaries to
prepare the way. In 1816 Lord Selkirk,
then living at Montreal, wrote as follows
to Bishop Plessis: “I have been informed
by Mr Miles Macdonell, the old gover-
nor ot Red River,” (the writer’s uncle)
that last autumn he begged you to send
a missionary int@ that country, to g.ve
spiritual assistance to a great number of
Canadians, who are established there,
and lead a wandering hfe, after the
fashion of the Indians, and who have
contracted with Indian girls connections
contrary to law. I am persuaded that &
zeslous and intelligent ecclesiastic would
operate an infinite benefit among these
people, who havealmost lost all religious
gentiments, 1 shail be happy to co-oper-
ate all inmy power in such a good work.”
Accordingly in May, 1818, Mesers Joseph
Norbert Provencher and Severe Nicolas
Dumoulin left as missionaries for the

es from the ||

Red River, Sir Jobn Sherbrooke, Gov.
ernor of Lower Canada, forwarded a let
ter of recommendation on their behalf
to all public functionaries and local
authorities. God was pleased to blees

in our Canadian woods and swamps, DBy

Britain by organiziog the disbanded fen-
otbies into a military emigration to the
Brtish Provinces of North America, and
granting them lands after a limived
period of service. Had this cupgestion

is cquivalent to a forwal demand, Sir

Tie'»1d, cr even to theelands of Jersey
and Guerneey, Thie offer was very accept:

Wiliiam was too well vereed in the Indlan

might, perheps, have been avoided.

Iu March, 1503 Mr, Mucdonell obtained

been ad« pted, much subsequent trouble

his zeal, his prudence, his perscversnce
and good s&rnee, these eettiers as they

mnltiplied around him wers plac d in |
| that sphere and s cinl position to which

| they were jastly entiled At this time
there was buc one Carholie Bichop in the
wh la of the Bris-h Domtous ot North

America; the entre couutry, from ihe

the work of these apostolic men ; their
lit:la Ohriatian  community increased
| rapidly; halt breed families arrived from
the sontudes of the remote West, and
fix d their residence before the cabing
| ot the “hlack robes” Tne morals of

thesa childrenr of the wilderness were
. amelorated, and the nue eus of a Catholic
colony was gradually lormed upon ile

banks of the Red River, M Provencher

was in 1822 consecrated Bishop of
laliopoli and the nucleus has now
ecome the {lourishing
St. Bonifuce
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Il aud & g to v
r. William, if you were t
Gaulin’s acco , You wou |
world and become a Missionary L
ludians Bizhop Gaunlin’s narrative
appeared eventually in the aunale ¢

Propagation of the Faith,

Not baving teen informed of the en

cess which had attended M lacdonell

efforts in favor of Upper Canada and New
{ Brunswick, Bishop Plessis, at the earnest
eolicitation of his clergy, concluded to
visit Kogland and Rome, A voyage to
Europe was then s very serious euter
prise; like a journey from London to

York, in the days of Queen Aumne, no
prudent man undertook it without first
arranging all his epiritual and tem
concerns, Bishop Pleesis to

wral

k eve ry pre

caution, and, leaving the affairs of his
divcese in the hands of Mgr. Pauet, his
coadjntor, sailed from Quebec ou the Sed
July, 1519,  Soon after arriving in Lon
don, he was very much surprised to lean
by letter from Canade, that a few hours
after his depariure Bulls had arived from
the Holy See, nominating him Arehbi op

of Qaebee, and giving him for sutlragaus,
two Bishops, one for Nova Scotia and the
other for New Brunswick and Prince
Edward lsland, The ercction of the
Diocese of (Juebec into an Archbishoprio
disarranged all his plans, for, as the Biitlsh
Government had not been informed of it,
he feared that the ministry might raise
objactions to the new divisions which he
wished to make, He accordingly called
upon Lord Bathurst, Colonial Secretary,
aud explained the state of affatrs, which
was by no mesns pleasing to that minister,
As told the writer by Bishop Gaulin,
Bishop Macdonell's coadjator and suc-
cessor, the minister’s words were to the
following eflect:—“If the Pope chooses to
appoint you Archbishop we can't help it,
but if you accept the title we also must
appoiut an Archbishop who must have a
certain number of suffragans, who must re-
ceive a certain state allowance; all this is
too expensive; you had better, therefore,
allow the title to remain in abeyance till
some more convenient time,” On
erriving at Rome in 1520, Bishop Plessis
asked permission to lay aside the title of
Archbishop nntil the English Government
withdrew their opposition. Pius VII
allowed the Bishop to choose his own
time for its assumption; and it accord-
lugly remaained dormant till 1544, when
it was revived by Mgr, Signay, and has
to this day been borne uuchallenged by
his successors in the See of Quebec.
TO BE CONTINUED,

———— s

THE HEROINES OF THE CHURCH,

The painful pictures of suffering and
death, printed in the daily papers, are re-
lleved by the heroism of both nuns and
priests, A Catholic priest, speakiug of
the heroes and beroines of the Church,
very truly remarks that you will not fiad
them among queens of fashion, Neither
have they places in the assemblies where
women are clamorous about rights and
wrongs. The homes of elegant ease and
idleness are not their dwelling, and the
bewildering eloquence of human passion
is to them a foreign tongue, They are
not among the throng who seek a “mis-
slon” and “a field of labor.”  God chose
their miesion and called them to it, and
at the sound of His dear voice they rose
up gladly saying, “Lord, what wilt Thou
have me do}”

Come with us to the plague-stricken
clties of our land, The strong spirit of
desolation is there; the rich haveflsd from
the tainted atmosphere; the streets echo-
ing with the din of traffic and populous
with an ever shifting crowd are silent and
deserted.  Death {s ruler, aud all thinge
bear the impress of his zeal,

The priests are there—they are always
there in the thick of danger. But they
are only a handful already overtaxed,
hastening from one death-bed to
another, preparing the frightened, trambl-
ing soul to go to judgment, And the
plague searches them out also and strikes
them down at their post.

- Who will aid them in their ministra-
tions of merey? Oh! thenk God! the
Sisters of Charity bave heard the wail of
the stricken citics; and the Sisters of
Mercy, and the “valiant daughters of St.
Dominic,” and have hastened to their re-
lief. Oh, what a terrible task is theirs!
The dead and the dying ones are all
around them-—men and women, children
and tender babies. The pestilence spreads
and theilr work multiplies; but they do not
falter,

And some of them are young and fair,
and bave left happy homes and loving
kindred, and fame, and rank, and fortun
for this dreadful life of risk and nriva.
tion,

Bat hush! one of them has fallen a vic-
tim to her charity—and another, and yet
another—and now but a few are left.
But still thank God, for new voices are
singing His praise in heaven. And shed
no tears for them; but rather rejoice, as
ye place upon their graves the virgin's
lily-garland and the martyr’s crown of
blood-red roses,

R P SIS N—

Woman as a Martyre
History records the sufferings of count-
less martyrs, and we read of them with
wonder and sympathy. But there are
ltving to-day 1o cur midst thousands of
other martyre who have far stronger
claims upon our conslderation—women

who are sufferers from thosa ailments
peculiar to their sex, our wives, daugh
ters and elsters, perhaps, whose lives are an
upremitting round of suffering,  “Is there
no relief 1" they cry. Yee, thers is ; Dr.
Pierce’s avorite Prescription  will
remove that “draggivg-down” feeling,
will bani:h that backache, will restore
every function to its pormal condition,
To all eufferers from female comp!
| and their name is Legion—we say : get
{lhlv “Pregeription” at once; it will be
worth far more than its weight io gold ©

you.
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