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THE STORY OF A PORTRAIT,
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A REMINISCENCE OF TRAVEL.,
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On o swor W 's night,
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,coenr and deep were t foot-prints
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ady for work or play
m the first stir of piping birds,
0 the last faint gleam of day

Ready for book, orline, or guy,

Solemnly clasped in prayer.

Four strong feet in the press of life,

Firm with tne tread of health,

In the race tor fame and wealth,

Four hands grasping each other tight
In every pleasure or pain, g ;
Hands still full of' a klmall, trength,
still free from unholy
. . . . . .
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FHE DECAY OF PROTESTANTINM,

By Bishop McQuald.

say ir numerously
ttended S 1y schools in cities anc
\ lisprove the theory that Protestan.

m is decaying through Ihy want o
ldrenin the familic s of church members
tatistics with regard to the New E
land States demonstrate this theory of
few children among church members a:
' fact,  “Besides the strictly
native New anders,” says Dr, Allen
n the Popular Science Monthly, “ther
one other people, or race, where
been such a natural decrease in
—that iz, the Sandwich [~].’|hw1«l_~."

finds its strongest sustain

:A;«‘:.. in the testimony of Mr. J. W, (.
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100l work, and now Secretary
day m of New
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wp. The reason for this iz, in plain
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dway and Fifth
hundred to fif
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to do

[ am now, our Sunday-schools were
made up of the children of hurch
members,  Now the children of (':xnﬁlmzlx
wents are awfully few and far between,”
Rev. Mr. Eaton, of the Universalist
u, said to the same reporter
inday-school is in excellent condi-
y composed of

en whose parents have no con
hiefly the bettes
The fact is, Universali 1
‘e any clfildren.” The Su
ndent of Rev. Mr, Collyer’s

l made a similar rem:

hl
], even in Protest
hand in hand! : i
A common-sense view of the w nking
f Protestant churches in our cities and
owns notes that their membe I
respectable, their equipments costly, all
the furnishing and upholstery parlor-like,
pervaded and emecompassed by an a.mos
phere of exclusiveness, In a word, these
churches are not for the poor, aud the
poor do not go to them, ‘I"ux the poor,
missions and chapels are built and suppor-
ted by wealthy fellow-religionists, on side
treets and in the suburbs, Poor lf“"l‘l‘%
not mendicants, resent the affront of \1‘11"1-
ing them away frem their brethren. For
one or two months of the summer season,
ministers and their wealthy parishioners
adjourn to the sea-chore, ‘.rlu_llw‘ ke-
side, for religion and health ]«-q\'.lnglm-lznwl
those churches and their spiritually un-
ared-for poor. Many forget to return
when the churches re.open, X i
Another biudrance to the growth of
Protestantism is found in the impo
of providing churches with
lucated up to the standard rec b
Americans at the inmlwi'm!l,«'ulugwlr.\}1un
ffered, The advance of the Americs
eople in intellectual developme
habits of thought and study with regavd
to everything that comes befor them, in
T occupation, in politic
dious in the
¢ acher or minister, They
lemand much of him. He must be as
at least, asthemselves; be able
to treat subjects of the day with readiness
and skill, in language flowing, rich, and
ractive, or their own minds, run-
d of his, may be on the alert to
ly the missing word, or the apt argu-
nt. The minister who can come up
to their demand can do Dbetter in some
ther walk of life, and he may not see
» necessity of sacrificing himself and
nily for a flock unwilling to make
sacrifices for him, Ience every day we
hear of able ministers deserting the pulpit,
and of congregations \\i't’h (hlll‘\;h' ;:u'.l
pulpit but no preacher. Thus, Rev. Dr,
Tyng, of New York, came down from
his pulpit, and resigned what might be

ure al

called a large salary to do better for his
family in the insurance business, iis case
is not exceptional, While the statistics |
furnished Ly the secular press relate
chiefly to cities, the losses to Protestantism
in the rural districts come in no small
degree from their inability to obtain
suitable preachers at beggarly pay.
Nothing hasdeveloped skepticism in the
laity more effectually than the minister’s
quickness in giving uﬂ» a doctrinal point
at the demand of secularists, on the plea




