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gtituted for one gospel under suspicious
circumstances,” And they are against
the saered writ, saving that it has
been subjected to mutilation, and that
changes were made to suit the policy of
the dominant religious thought at vari-
ous times. All the gospels have been
worked over. Mark, like the others, is
insisted. Moses was not a man but an
idealized epitome, and Christ was mis-
taken in all His allusions to the law-
given of Israel.

are made by

Many more quotations
Mr, Bolee to show how
traths held sacred are regarded by these
colleges for women. Their professors
have a certain condescension and pity
for those who are deaf to the cries of
.\‘Ill Xlw)‘
seems, the priyvilege. once

what they misname science.
have, it
coveted by Renan, of being Christian
and infidel at the same time. They
weave wondrous phrases about lite

and contemporary outlook, readjust-

ment of ideas words which have
neither sustenance nor substance
n  them. They assume much, but

they prove little and seem to hear
in the clatter and din made b¥ their |
theories the fall truth,
But their pronouncements must have a
baneful effect, not only upon those who
are affiliated with no Church, but upon
the average Protestant who has been
taught to pin his faith to the infallibil- 1
ity of the Bisle. Were the Bible |
attacked by the avowed infidel he would |
anderstand it, but to have it discredit- \
ed by those of his own household, muti- |
lated or cast aside or made a target for |
the merry jest of young ladies, must
both pain and bewilder him. His ideas
of Christianity become blurred. He
may see, and rightly, that his belief in
the Bible rested on blind faith as a basis,
and that this orgy of “advanced think-
ing” is but the flowers and fruitage of
the seed planted by Luther and his
followers.

———

of revealed

UNBLUSHING ASSUMPTION

These professors talk a great deal
about science, forgetting that science
maintains absolute silence on the prob-
lems of lifo—the questions of origin and
deatiny of men. This is admitted by
the men who opened the floodgates of
denunciation of the supernatural.
Whence come we: whither go we ? asks
Mr. Tyndail. The question, he replies,
dies without an answer, without even an
echo upon the infinite shores of the un-
known. Having thus exhausted physics,
and reached its very rim, the real mys-
tery still looms up before us, and thus it

will ever loom beyond the bourne of
human knowledge. The young women
who sit under these professors are court-
ing disaster if they mean to uphold mor.
ality that is based on science. Within
academic walls they may feel that pas-
sion will be repressed and the animal
be chained for the good of humanity,
but this idea will be of little assistance
in the storm and stress of life. What
cares an individual in the throes of

jest at and sacrifice the things which
are the story of womanhood. Woman,
indeed, in on a pedestal, but these ir-
rational writers put the pedestal in the
mud.

GOOD CATHOLIC BOOKS

We say that we do not enjoy reading
novels which are given to a little love-
makir dissertations on Catholie doe-
trine and

descriptions of scenery.
Frankly we coufess to a similar dislike.
But all our fiction is not in this ecate-
We ean find entertainment in the
Ames Ta

an's “ Vocation of

gory.

works of Marion ggart, in

Maurice Francis |

Edward " Couway,” Eleanor Donnelly's
“ Lot Leslie's Folks,” Katharine E. Con-
way's * Lalor Maples," Mary Catherine
Crowley's* A Daughter of New France,”
M. E. Franeis, * The Manor Farm,” and
many other authors and books which we
can see in any catalogue of Benziger's,
Herder, or of our own office. A note
will make you the owner of lists of Cath-
olic books.

]

A REGRETTABLE OMISSION

In a recent catalogue of a Catholie
college we looked but vainly for the
names of Catholic authors. Among the
books for use in the English classes ap-
pear several by non-Catholic writers.
We are far from insisting that Catholic
text-books should be used exclusively,
but why should Milman be pointed out
as the students guide for the Middle
Ages and Monsignor Shahan's work on
the same subject be ignored. True, in-
deed, that Milman is regarded as a
ciassic on this subject, but that should
not blind us to the fact that Shahan's
work is as good in some respects, and in
others decidedly superior to Milman's.
Purely secular works, and sometimes
books covertly hostile to the Church,
claim a large share of attention in some
of our institutions of learning ; books by
Catholic writers, either read or studied,
may be counted on the fingers of one
hand. We should see there Janssens
“ The History of the German People,”
Hefele's * History of Christian Coun-
cils,” Dom Gasquet on the monasteries
during Henry V1IT's reign and before it,
Disby's “ Ages of the Faith "—a monu-
mental work and treasure house of in-
formation, ete.

——e——
NO EXOUSE

Had we no distinetively Catholic
books, or were our distinetively Catho-
lic books of a low, literary standard, we
might consistently bow our heads and
turn to secular writers for models of
good English. But we have a literature
of our own which we are but too prone
to slight. We have poets, essayists,
literary interpreters—many of whom
are known and respected by the great
gecular publishers. Our Catholie writ-

concerning it, we may say, is sixfold.
(1) The confessional is a source of cor-
ruption and immorality both to priest
and people: (2) it is an unholy means
of making mouney ; (3) it weakens and
| destroys a man's will power, saps his
| moral strength, and makes him less able
to resist evil and depend upon himself; |
(1) it is degrading and disgusting to go |
and tell your sins to any mortal sinful
man, and is bad both for penitent and |
confessor; (0) it interferes with the
peace of families, and causes strife and
discord and jealousy between husband
and wife; (6) and worst of all, it puts
the priest blasphemously in the place of
God setting him in wbe Tribunal of
Judgment to forgive sins, thus usurping
the right which belongs to God alone
as the great Judge of all. Now, I am
free to admit that a few years ago I my-
gelf, it I should not have believed and
subsceribed to all of this, at least would
have been silent, and been unable to re-
fute or deny it.
CHARGES FALSE AND CALUMNIOUS
But now 1 know differently ; and I
stand here before you to-night to de-
clare from my own experience that all
such charges are false and calumnious ; |
hollow and devoid of any
solid basis in fact ; that they are merely
repeated over and over again, to terrify
| and delude and repel you, by persons
who have not and never had any person- |
al knowledge of the confessional, and do
not even know what confession is, and
| could not tell you what the penny cate-
chism teaches on the subject. And |
lastly 1 stand here to declare with all |
the earnestness of my soul that tho!
sacrament of penance, so far from being |
the black and hideous and soul corrupt=- ‘i
|
|

ing institution that it is represented, is,
after the Holy Kucharist, itself, the
most blessed and consoling of all the
seven sacraments ; that iv bringe peace
and joy and comfort to the troubled soul,
that it strengthens a man's will and for-
tifies his character ; that it gives assur-
ance of God's forgiveness and certainty

of reconciliation to the sinner through
‘ the precious blood of Jesus Christ as

| nothing else could possibly give and that,

‘ in short, to every convert, rescued from \
the confusions and doubte and Lorrible |

uncertainties of Protestantism, it always |

appears as the most blessed instrument |

ever raised by a mereciful God for the |

saving and sanctifying of souls, 2 nd an |

the Catholiec Church.
BEFOOLED AND BLINDED

No words can express the sorrow I feel
that so many dear Scotchmen and
Scotewomen should be so deluded and |
befooled and blinded in regard to the |
supposed horrors of this lifegiving in- !
|

stitution. I would I had the tonzue of
an angel or apostle that I might be able
to sweep away all your cruel and painful

myths, nonsensical fables, and filthy
fabrications piled up sgainst it. 1 can-
not tell you how indignant and angry
and impatient (and I hope lawfully so) I |
often feel that so many souls, good, pious, |
earnest and God-fearing, with the latent
capabilities of achieving a high degree |
of sanctity, should nevertheless be de-
| prived of this most sweet source of
grace, and be kept back from mounting
up the ladder of perfection by an ignor-
ant and irrational dread of what would
be to them, if they only knew
| by experience, the most encouraging

| their journey through this desert land
| towards their heavenly home. [ hope,
in the time at my disposal this evening,

irresistible proof of the Divine origin of i
|
|

sanctifying grace, a child of God, a
brother of Jesus Christ, an inheritor
of heaven. He comes out, and there is
a quickness in his step, ioy on his
eonntengnee and a new lirht hes
his eye; and if you ssk him why
tell you that he has experienced the
goodness and forgiveness of Almighty
God ; he has got another chance,
another period for penance and amend-
ment, another proof of God's long-suf-
fering and tender mercy; he is God's
friend onee more ; he was dead and is
alive again; he was lost and 1s found.
The next moment perhaps you may see
stepping lightly into the sacred
tribunal one whose soul is  al-
ready almost as pure as snow; one
whose whole life day by day is spent in
the presence of God; ne whose mind and
heart never are, and never have been,
stained by any grievous offense against
her Lord. A few imperfections, some
little faults, perhaps unavoidable in the
cireumstances—such trifles as these are
all that ever occur to distress her devout

| soul and form the material for her self

accusation. The weekly confession, the
frequent, perhaps even daily, Com
munion of the body and blood of her
Saviour keep that soul so bright and
beautiful in God's sight, her couscience
is so delicate, so sensitive, so truly
serupulous that the smallest speck of
dust so tospealk, that falls upon it is at
once detected and causes her as much
pain and regret perhaps even more than
would a hideous crime to the man that 1
spoke of but a moment ago.

Little need for forgiveness or absolu-
tion in such a case as hers; what
she wants is spiritual direction, counsel,
holy advice how to advance still further
on the road of penance and humility, of

love of God and union with Christ. Ah | < A -
| pure-minded and innocent in defiling |

my dear friends, none but Catholies can
adequately realize the heights and
depths of the spiritual life; none but
Catholics know to what heroic and sub-
lime perfection even the poorest and

meanest of God's children, whom exter- |

nally perhaps vou would be inclined to
despise, can do and attain by the help of
His holy sacraments ! In the Catholic

Church, and in her alone, indeed, is the |

science of the saints. Now listen.
Year after year, week in, week out, day
by day, goes on throughout the Catholic
Church this ministry of reconciliation.
Kings and colliers, paupers and mil-
lionares, princes and peasants, young

men and children, old men and maidens, |

beggars and ploughmen, business
men and tradesmen, keen lawyers and
sharp politicians and great statesmen,
poor and rieh, clever and stupid, priests
and bishops and monks and nuns, aye,
and the Pope himself-—I say all these
are to be seen in some church or other
within the bounds of Catholicism, ap-
proaching with contrition in their
hearts and humility and ‘ove of God the

doubts and dificulties concerning it,and | sacred tribunal from which is dispensed |
annihilate and clean destroy the whole | the free forgiveness of Jesus Christ,
maas of baseless accusations, shameful l their common Saviour. Will you tell

me that all these people are hefooled,
blinded, besotted ? These, the best and
brightest and holiest in the world!
Would they be going to humiliate

themselves like that, and subject them- |

solves to the trials of & confession, and
place greater restraints and penance
upon themselves if the thing was a mere
buman invention ?—if they hated it,

| and {loathea it, and felt it to be an

and comforting of helps to aid them in |

engine of degradation and corruption ?
They are only bound to go onee a year:
yet they go often—every month, every
fortnight, or every we
PERVERSITY AND LIES
Do you seriously tell me that all these

| great and influential ones of this earth

these aristoerats and scholars—the high-

ers are uot all on the same plane of | ¢4 do something to assist you to under- |["|y horn and the intellectual leaders, such
talent. Nationsarenot entranced when l stand the nature of this great sacra- \ as we see in every land, but especially in

HED AND SODDEN

“ We see it constantly in the shock
ing multiplication of divorces, which, of
late years, have become appalling in
numbers and variety, It would seem as
though the marriage sie and the sanctity
of the marriage relation no longer had
binding force or obligation in the
United States. Indeed, our American
divoree courts have bhecome a world-
wide scandal and a disgrace to our so-
called eivilization and culture. See, too,
the hideous conditions and degradation
of the American stage at the present
time. Ineed only cite as my authority
for this bitter characterization the
language of the foremost, as he is also
the most high minded and accomplished
of dramatie crities—William Winter. It
is, he says, debauched and sodden—do
ing the devil's work for the devil's pay,
the priee of souls! Pure and decent
plays are now almost wholly banished
from the theatre, and in their stead the
public is regaled with wvulgar society
drama, and unclean spectacle shows. .

HELL'S PRES

There is a still greater menace to
nurity in the more widespread teaching
agency, the publie press. We know that
soon the best and most influential of our
publie journals, here and elsewhere, find
it difficult to resist the tendency of sen-
sationalism and vulgarity now so uni-
versal.  How often, how eonstantly have
not the most conservative of our daily
papers surrendered their columns and
pages to spread before the publie chron
icles in disgusting details of the nasty,
the scandalous and the vile?  And these
papers daily enter the homes and are
spread before the eyes of youth—of pure

maidens—before the eyes of wife, daugh- |

| ter and sister ! Thus the vicious story
and scandal is made familiar to the

print and suggestive picture and
toon.

ar-
Nor is the high class of periodical

sensatienal.

| *Who can measure the extent of the
| mischief—the evil of this demoralizing
propaganda ? The printed page or col-
umn, the suggestive picture and cartoon

exert powerful, if involuntary influence |

| —moulding opinion and often character.
Few people now-a-days do any origins
thinking for themselves outside the line
of business interests and concerns.
They do not pause to consider the truth
or falsity of the statements put out in
cold type, under the authority of a pub-
liec journal or magazine—and so the
crudest ideas and often the most erron-

| eous theories and misleading opinions
| are put forward, gain acceptance from

heedless and thoughtless readers.
‘ K‘AH\FA;H‘\ DOUBRTFUL BENEFICENCE
“ Literature is an elevating and pro-
| fitable study when its effect is to add to
our stock of useful knowledge ; but not
all books and few of our modern maga-
| zines are justly entitled to the ranks of

| useful and profitable literature. There
There are pub-

| are books and books !

lications of great and permanent value, |
| but along with these a swarm of worth- |

less and vicious books are constantly
jssued—a mass of idle and perishable
trash or worse | 1 have always doubted
the wisdom of Mr. Carnegie's much-
donated philanthrophy in giving his
millions to publie libraries, When we
remember that 70 or 80 per cent.
of the eirculation of our principal public
libraries—according to statistics—aoon-
sists of fietion, and when we realize
that at least DO per cent. of that fic-
| tion is silly and likely mischievous, or
worse—it may well, 1 say, be questioned
whether Mr. Carnegie has not in this
particular made a doubtful and unwi.e
| application of his vast and widespread

\llmlmty. I take for granted that the

| literature altogether free from this |
;t,aiutr——llw vulgar, the unclean and the |

press agencies in Kurope are notorionsly,
more or less, under the control and
moved by agencies hostile to the Chureh,
indeed I may say to Christianity itself
“ Those influences are believed to be
masonic and infidel. We have a more
receut and striking example of this
perversion and suppression of facts in
the case of the recent outhreak at Bar- |
celona in Spain and especially in the
manner in which the trial and condem
nation of the echiel instigator of that
outbreak has been given to the publie.
The most atrocious aud barbarous mur-
ders and cruelties were commicted in
Barcelona by an unorganized band of
fiendish anarchists —who sought the de
struction of a lawful government, in
order tosatisfy their ha
of law and order

sof authority

above all of religion.
Priests and heipless nuns were the vie
tims of the ferocity of this lawless mob
Chuarches were burned and wrecked,
convents, including the home of the
Little Poor, were d

stroyed, and even the very

sisters of the
graves vio-
lated and the dead outraged to satiate
the diabolical spirit of the mob assas-
sins !

I0ULD TAKE A CATHOLIC PAPER

“How was all this sad narrative

given to the publie! In what manner
have the trial, sentence and execution
of the prineipal instigator of the out

break heen treated —and the manifesta-
tions on the part of his anarchist sym

| pathizers throughout Kurope? lHave
we, in Chicago, forgotten the lesson of
the * Haymarket Massacre ' which, |
bad and wicked though it was, fell far
| short of the atrocities and wickedness
of the Barecelona miscreants 2 This
brings me back to (he point I wish to
make, and which [ desire strongly to im-
press upon my hearers, that, in order to |
be well and truly informed as to Catho-

lle affairs and concerns, at home and |
abroad, you must look to the Catholie
journal, If you don't get the earliest
| news, at least you will get the most faith-
ful because the truth will be sifted
| from the false. No Catholic family
worthy of the name and title Catholic,
ought to be without a Catholic paper
and magazine in the home,

“ It is surprising, and indeed mortify- |
ing, that so many Catholics, and even
those of position and means give scant
or no support, at all to Catholic litera
ture. In these instances when books |
and magazines are to be seen on their |
shelves or table, most generally they
are of the frivolous and sensational or-
der. Our Catholie jouruals ought to
command & more general and generous
support and thereby enable them to |

| command a wider and more powerful in-
| fluence.'—Catholie Union and Times,

Disastrous Floods in France

Paris.—With the Seine, the Khone, |
the Ardeche and the Gard and their
tributaries out of their banks, the floods
in Bast and Central France show n
signs of abatement. Along the banks |
of all these atreams much damage has |
| already been done. Factories have
shut down because of the inundation
and numerous oraft have been carried
away and wrecked, Hundreds of per-
sons arc home A large portion of
the uncompleted north and south sub
way line has been practically destroyed
md the underground section of the
Orleans Road is flooded,

The electric
factory, from which all the publie elocks
are worked, is inundated and all the
clocks are stopped. Several houses
collapsed near Fontaineblen and five
persons were killed and many injured.
Lyons and other cities on the Rhone
and its q
\ Freeman's Journal,

| gtitution, selected the Rev.

tributaries suffered.—N., Y. |
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Mo Ma ul been a Preshy
an, wi erted to the Catholie
1 , the faith of his wil
1 patron \ of Dublin is Bt.
Lawrence O'Toole. Of the people of
that city it has been said that no other

p e in Christendom have had and
have still so great a love for the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass,

Fanny Allen, a convert and daughter
of the revolutionary hero of Vermont,
Kthan Allen, made her profession as a
pun in Montreal in 1810. Her former
non-Catholie pastor, Danicl Darber, was
present and the impression the ceremony
made on him resulted in his conversion.

On Sunday, Janunary 2, six Chinese

Cathecumens became Catholios and were
baptized in St. James Church, Boston.
For months they have been attending
the Chinese Mission sehool which is be-
ing eonducted by Rev. Walter J. Browne
under the auspices of the society for the
propagation of the faith,

Rev. Father W, J. Kirwin of St.
Patrick's chureh, MeCook, Neb,, has
been named suecessor to Father Fallon,
as pastor of Holy Ange church, Buf-
falo, N. Y. Rev. Father Kirwin was
born in Massachusetts and was educated
at the University of Ottawa, Ont.  About
five years ago he was connected for two
years with Holy Ang

ols’ college, Buffalo.

The Catholie University'of America has
received two bequests, each for £100,000,
One was made by the late Mrs. Emily
Lusby of Baltimore, and has just come
to the university from her estate., An-
other wealthy women sent her check for
w equal amount, with the stipulation
that her name be kept from the publie.
The university authorities say that the
institution has recovered from the set-
back received through the failure of
Thomas F. Waggaman.

At the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposi-

| tion the highest award bestowed upon
| educational work went to

Catholie
schools, those of the Holy Name Sisters
in Washington. This honor was con-
ferred upon this pioneer teaching order
in the form of a diploma and gold medsl
award for the most complete education-

| al exhibit entered, embracing s it did

every class of sehool work, from the
simplest effort of the kindergarten child
to the advanced work of the senior

| pormal student. The art work occu-

pied a large space in the state art ex-
hibit and merited the highest praise.

By unanimous vote the Denver Uni-
versity, a well-known Methodist in-
William
O'Ryan, pastor of St. Leo Church of
that city, for the Degree of Doctor of
Laws to be conferred at the next com-
mencement in May. Chancellor Buch-
tol's letter, announcing the sclection,
was received by Father O'Ryan on
Christmas morning, and read by him t
his congregation at the late services.
In his letter of acceptance, Father
O'Ryan stated that the university is
dear to him if, for nothing else than
that it neither denies our Master nor
patronizes Him, but humbly, according
to its light, teaches Him and follows
Him,

The administration building of Santa
(Olara Qollege, the pioneer Jesuit institu-
tion of the Pacific Coast was destroyed
by fire Dec. 22, The flames swept the
g}r:nl structure, destroying all the
paraj hernalia of the class rooms, and
the great collection of Mission relics,
books and belongings of the members of
the faculty who ir habited this building.
The total loss is
mately at $150,000.
mm).f-llul to flee in their night attire,
many narrowly escaping with their lives.

estimated approxi
The priests were

Ihe San Jose fire department was at

ymee summoned, bubt it was
ent that it was

001 appars
impossible to save the
efforts f the fire
fighters wer then direeted to the old
Mission Chureh, which oaly the most
desperate work of the fireman, priests

structure. The

wnd  students succeeded in saving as
well as the library of the college.




