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encies of the High Church or Ritual-
istic party in the Church of England.
We are at a loss to account for the
i reet. London, Ontario contention of the Evangelical party
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'DIT""{* ” practice, or that its use in the Church
ﬂx;hﬁfﬂ‘Fﬁ_ﬁ,{tkﬁﬂmﬁgﬁﬁ}.,'ff.‘;m- of England is peculiarly Catholic or
THOMAS COFFEY. Roman, or that its use is to be regard-
Publisher and Proprietor, Thomas Coffey. | o4 a4 tending to Romanize a Protest-
It is true that the sacra- 1
ment of Penance, with its concomitant
Confession, had fallen into disuse in |
the Church of England, but the use of
Confession is essentially a part of the
Church of England, as it is not only
recommended, but is strongly urged in
the Book of Common Prayer under
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LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION.
UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA,
Ottawa, Canada. March Tth. 1900,
%5 the Editor of Tar CATHOLIC RECORD,
London Ont.:

Dear 8ir: For some time past 1 have read
yonr estimable paper Trr CATHOLIC RECORD,
and coagralulate you upon the manner in
which 1t 18 published,

Ita matter and form are both good : and a
wruly Oatholic apirit pervades the whole

Therefore with pleasuro, 1 can rocommend
14 bo the faithful.

ant Church.

various circumstances, as especially in ;
the order of the Visitation of the sick, |
and before the reception of the Com- |
munion, also it is implied in the power
of forgiving sin which is claimed to be |
eonferred on “‘priests’’ in the form of |
ordination. The majority of Anglicans |
appear not to be aware that this is the
ease ; but it is none the less true, as
they may easily verify for themselves, ‘

The Lutheran Confession of Faith is
also plain in regard to the utility of

Confession,

though in the American
Manual it is stated, after the eleventh |
article of faith, that the Lutheran

churches “‘declare it void of Seriptural
Mepsing you, and wishing you ANCOORE,

|
Belleve me, to remaln, 1 | tthle' the bur
Youra faithtuily in Jesus Christ, ‘ does not command it, inasmuch as it is
|

authority,"” and Seripture

+ D, FaLcONIO, Arch, of Liarlssa

Apost. Deleg. merely “‘a custom of the Church which

Lo¥DON, SATURDAY, Dec. 12,1903, in the case of true penitents may tend
g 5 : to tranquilize the conscience.””
THE CONFESSION OF SINS.

‘ From the quotation given above from
the Reichsbote it will be seen that the

y O ional ¢ -protastant
B e ”“h‘“m’m‘. i p.r o . mother Church of Lutheranism is an-
institution ? Is the introduction there- l

of into the Chureh of KEngland at the
made by

xious to restore Confession as a gen-

| eral practice among the votaries of that

present day an innovation i
ity ’ religion.

. S . Surely this is an acknow-
traitors to their religion in order to .

that the
which swept away the practice while

cdgment novel religion

subjugate it anew to the authority of a
asurping Pope, and with a view to bring X ; y

I ¥ : S % adhering to the theory of Confession,
that Chuarch back again to submission to
the Roman Pontiff ?

Church

introdnced a corruption into religion,

while it made the pretence that it was

The Low gsection of the

(hurch of England are constantly as-| "
| original purity.

have the two Protestant
socts, which number together probably

restoring corrupt Christianity to its

corting all this to be the case, and it is =
4 R . >t I'hus we
one of the chief complaints against Rit-
aalism which are made by that party,
which brands the High-Church people

with the accusation that they are *‘Rom-

. one-half of the entire Protestant world,
admitting the utility of Confession, and
with more or less positiveness the power
of absolution possessed by the priest.
The American Manual declares that in-

anizers."'
In view of the discussion of this
snbjeet, which is kept up continously in i .
i et g tending communicants are accustomed
tho British press, it 1s interesting to 3 7 2
| ** to visit the pastor in his house, or
the pur-

pose of this visit being to ‘‘seck for-

note the trend of German Lutheranism o itabl : 3
s some other suitable place,
in regard to the same matter. I

The Reichshote, the official paper of ; Fite 1 d thel
X 1 giveness of sin and to amend their
the Prussian Government, and the organ ;‘ CAf ; 1 .
\ . y o | lives.,”  “*After this, questions embody-
of the Lutheran ** Kvange lical Synod, 1 y

v : ing a confession of sins and reliance in
has treated of the Confessional rocently 8, %
’ 2 ¢ the Saviour for pardon are proposed
in a way in which we might expect from
WS 1 . | by the pastor, and answered allirma-
an orthodox Catholie journal, so plainly J

tively by all who feel able thus to

does it maintain the necessity of Con-

fession, and the authority of the Chris reply.

|
dian priesthood to forgive sins | The twelfth article of the (Lutheran)
¢ ries i iy f .

Confession states positively that ** the

That journal says in a recent issue:

) ) M X g al i
“« What our Church to-day needs, as Church ought to grant absolution to

necd our da

such as manilest repentance,”

much as we bread, 1is |
the revival of private Confession. Who ‘ The absurdity of the Low Church
ever has a long ez perioncs in the care [ sontention that true Protestantism
f souls. knows that our Church is fall | . é 2 i
\ \ . | repudiates Confession and priestly alsc-
ol people who shonld go to Confession, | & v ;
nd also of such as would gladly go. | lution is clear from these facts, which
‘“ yt only may it be said of the mur- | are not to be gainsaid.
derer and perjurer that peace deserts | e have before us the summary of a
him unless he confesses his crime to | o kL .
| debate in the British Parliament on
yen ; but there are thous wds who are | !
nersecuted by their past life as by a Ritualism, which is authentice, but we
1 3 p
tre. They may wash away the dark | regret to say we are uncertain at this
pot in their book of life by tears of | \yoment of its precise date. We be-
cod if they will, but their conscience A
v ; | liove, however, that it belongs to the
pnatns  sore, and their souls sl
€ wed of forgiveness is missing, | year 1808, Sir William Hareourt de
} vd of God from human lips, the | elared that the *‘ conduet of Episcopal
mise of God communicated Lo the per erevmen who eat the bread of one
1
i the reper 1 d wh . i
e} Chuy , and betray it to another, is
would su [ ¢ not t ( ol ? ’ i
1l ( nic or ? noral and disgraceful.
The writer then ad such stri ¢ Colonel Sandys promised *‘to pro-
to a pa r who is holy a d | mote bill to purify the Church of
1 df v the Romish corruptions
d ha 1 confider !
d \ 1 ' ( 1 entrust | ['his « ntly refers to the Confes-
; 1 \ t 1 1 { sins r other doetrines o
’ ! S vident, therefore,
h | { t ( s are completely
v prudent | { ray n assert that Protest
it : 1 e ( f nal as an
£ 1 ot ] ul tution peculiar to
h \ r send I I'he Preshvterian Witness
( commel on the same de-
) 198} ( na
W her | 'y
i ® : g \ Presbhyterian have lvays
¢ I« \ | f the evil is
rh wll ( I ) [§ ol
1 1 ’ al v X he er book
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( \ 1 the intere { com
v | | I 1 vmnusi to
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hat all th
e v, o
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i
i rip
f ul. I
v | (
1 1y e u ity |
d 1 |
. \ 3 wbie that
‘ ¥ { ns is a di e ordin
\ 1 t
chara Al 3 W th Lo L W ht upon the u
or Calvinist eotion of the f1 « ly practice as a means
of 1 land, in common with | ctification for mankind.
€ s which delight 1n designating [ . . -
shemselves*‘the Evangelical Churches." | I'he reasons why Catholie countries
' 11 | are more oral tha
ywors of John Kensit  still | moy 1 1 n Protestant coun
| | p | tries are: Fiest, that in the former
roclaim themselves her tos, after | 1 : 1 .
xe AGIRAS. TS 1s1tites, alte | the Church insists on the religious ed-
the notorious bookselle

y was killed I ueation of the young ; second, that the

people's sense of the turpitude of sin
is cultivated by means of a training
i1 the examination of conscience ; and,
Was | ¢hird, that the people go to Confes-
pleased to call the Romanizing tend-' gion,-—Catholic Columbian,

by a blow from a chisel thrown at him

while ho was addressing an audience of
what he

workingmen  against

anks :

discovered manuscripts found in Egypt

of the New Testament, as now received
decided to be the Word of God, to the
oxclusion of many writings which are

| of truth.”

THE SCRIPTURAL CANON. or

“ Truth-Searcher "’ of 8t. John, N, B,,

1. Of what authority are the newly

in 18097 and 1898, to which the name
** Logia Christi,”’ or ** The Sayings of
Christ,”’ has been given.

2, By what anthority were the books

rejected as spurious ?"’

3. Where may an authentic copy of
the Logia Christi be procured ?

Answer., 1. In regard to the newly
found manuscripts called the ** Logia "’
we have to say that it pertains exclus-
ively to the Church to decide on the
authority of any books or writings laying
elaim to be God's Word, or to be arev-
elation from God. The Catholic Church
alone was instituted by Christ with the
authority vested in its pastors to
‘* preach the gospel to every creature,’
and to teach all nations all things what-
commanded. ( St.
; xxviii. 19-20,)

soever Jesus had

Matt. x,

On St. Peter, primarily, and on the

other Apostles, secondarily, Christ

| founded His Chuarch, which is called in

Holy Secripture *‘ the pillar and ground
Hence, we cannot give to
any book or writing the authority of
Seripture, unless the Catholic Church
has accepted and defined it as such.
The four gospels, and the other
canonical Scriptures contained in the
New Testament are to be received as
God's  Word
Churck so receives them,

because the Catholic

The ** Logia''

pondent

I
|
|
of which ouar corres- ‘
speaks were discoveretl ‘.If‘
Oxyrynchus, written on parchments be- ‘
lieved to have been made in the first
century. They lay no claim to h:l\'il)}.f"
been divinely inspired; but they pro- |
fess to record sayings of our Lord which \
were current at the time when these
records were written.,

These sayings resemble to some ex-
tent many of the sayings which are
found in the New
several of these are entirely new, and

Testament, bub

others differ considerably from similar
sayings found in the New Testament,
or quoted by early Christian writers.

The New Testament is the authentic
record of the life of Christ which ecomes
assuredly from the first century, and

was written in a considerable part by
Apostles, and in part by their compan-
| ions and disciples.

The various books of the New Testa-
ment are referred to and extensively
by numerous Christian, and even by
heretical and pazan writers, as being
assuredly the authentic record of
Christ's life and of the early establish-
ment of the Christian Church ; and as
Church
that ** the books of

such the Catholie receives
them, declaring
Holy Scripture as enumerated by the
Council of Trent are sacred and canon-
ical, and divinely inspired.”

It is evident that these characteristic
truth and

evidences of aubtnenticity,

inspiration are not found in the so-
called ** Logia Christi.”

Their authenticity cannot as yet be
said to be demonstrated, and this may
never be demonstrated. But even if it
were proved that they were written in
the first century, it cannot be inferred

either that they were written by any

Apostles, or by companions of the
Apostles, or by their autho ity.
Neither has the Logia been quoted by
v long series of early Christian writers:
much less has it been received as a
divinely inspired record, as the New
Pestament has been. The most that
ean bhe said for it with any certainty is
that it was probably a collection of
\yi »h were currently attributed
to Christ in some localities at the period
0 the manuscript belongs, and

nearly so. These writings Wwere
never recognized by the Church as
authentie, or as of any authority in the
Church, any more than the Book of
Mormon which was written by Joe
Smith, the Mormon prophet, who foisted
it upon the Mormon Church as a revel-
ation from Heaven.

There are other writings which be-
long even to the first age of the Church
but which are not a part of Holy
Scripture, not having been accepted as
such by the Catholic Church, though it
is known that they are authentic as
writings of the early Christians, and
even of some who are reckoned as
Fathers of the Church. Among these
we may mention the epistles and other
writings of Clement, Barnabas, Igna-
tius, Papias, etc. Among these, the
writings of Papias and some others, as a
whole, have been lost, only some frag-
ments remaining which are known only
by the fact that they have been pre.
served by having been quoted in the
works of more recent writers.

The exclusive right and office of the
Catholic Church to decide what books
are inspired is plainly asserted by the
Doctors of the Church in all ages.
Among these may be quoted St. Augus-
tine, the great Bishop of Hippo, who in
the fourth century said: * 1 would not
believe the Gospel, if the authority of
the Charch did not compel me to do
s0." Hence, on the authority of the
Catholic Chureh, the books constitut-

there are hundreds of such schools.
The clergy under whose charge these
schools are conducted freely express re-
gret that the English-speaking Luther-
ans and other Protestants, except a few
dpiscopalians, neglect so important a
duty. Years ago, one of these clergy-
men, the Rev. F. Wishan of Phila-
delphia, pronounced publicly that Chris-
tian education as imparted in denomin-
ational parochial schools * is absolutely
necessary for the preservation of relig:-
jon and morality.”” This rev. gentle-
man at the time (1808) was condueting
a school in which there were two hun-
dred and forty pupils ; and he explained
that it was not for the purpose of pre-
serving the German language that the
school was maintained, but for the sake
of instructing the children in their
religion, ** and he would be quite will-
ing to conduct his school entirely in
English if it were possible to do so,
provided its religious character were
preserved, which he regarded as the
essential feature of the education
given."'

The position of the Catholies in re-
gard to religious education in the
schools is well known. Of such import
ance is it regarded that there are at
the present moment one million Catho-
lic children educated in the Catholic
parochial schools of the United States
at the cost of 325
while they are paying about the same
sum for the

,000,000 per annum,

maintenance of schools

ing the canon of both the Old and the

New Testament are to be received as \ benefit whatsoever. The Lutherans are

inspired, and books which set forth a

spurious claim are to be rejected. | though not to a like extent, while the

3. In reply to the third question,
where the Logia may be obtained, we
have to say that it has not as yeb been
published in full, but it is expected
that it will be issued in 1904,

————

OUR NEW VICAR-GENERAL.

We offer hearty congratulations to
Rev. J. K. Edw. Meunier, ’.P., Wind-
sor, Ont., on his appointment as Viear-
General of the
That it was a good selection will be

Diocese of London.
the unanimous verdict of the priests
and people of the diocese of London.

The Rev. Pastor, from the very com-
| mencement of his priestly career,
.h:m been noted for his carefulness,
| zeal and well as
for his exemplary life and strizt atten-
duties of his holy
As pastor of the important
| parish of Windsor his success has been
remarkable,

prudon('e, as

tion to the
calling.

In matters pertaining to
the Church peace and prosperity are
visible on all hands, and the condition

of the Catholie schools under the new
much credit on

Windsor., For
it may be that he put
heart into the work
of ecarrying out the

arrangement reflects

the good pastor of
said
his whole
programme
mapped out by our beloved Bishop.

Long may Father Meunier be spared
important
which he has been appointed !

to occupy the position to
His Lordship the Bishop of London
is also to be congratulated upon the

General.
m——————

THE SCHOOL QUESTION IN THE
UNITED STATES.

From the persistence with which the
various States composing the Ameri
can Republic adhere to the completely
secularized or non-religious system of
education which has been in

public

1

vogue throu yut the nation for more

than half a century and for nearly two

| generations, one mizht suppose that

the Americans now fixed in the

belief that a secularized education is
the ideal one, and that it i3 beyond

hope that the sch yols in which relig-

happy choice he has made of a Vicar- |

from which their children derive no

and fingers wide extended, and voices
at their loudest, pointing us to the ruin
which awaits society if we persevere in
the road which we are now taking.”

He continues in this strain for some

time, and then tells us :

*The wealth and extent of the coun-
try may put off for a time our evil day,
at its worst estate; but if we continue
to forge ahead into the darkness at the
rate at which we are now moving, that
evil day may be much nearer than we
think. A rolling ball makes history
fastest when it is nearest the bottom of
the hill, and we are making history at
a tremendous pace.”’

‘‘ There can be no education in theso
days without religion, or its negation
or opposite. What an atmosphere to
bring up our children in ! Small won-
der that atheists and agnostics love to
have it so; becaute in a most pitiful
sense of the word, the lamb is inside
the lion."

The Rev. Mr. Geer admits that the
introduction of religion into State
schools in any form commensurate with
the needs of the children is an impossi-
bility, and as there are necessarily
dificulties to be overcome in arranging
the matter to the satisfaction of all
parties concerned, he concludes thus :

““In common, doubtless, with many
others who want the children of this
country to receive good American fair-
play, be the ereed of their parents what
it may, I shall be glad to see, at least
the attempt made by the highest
authorities on the various sides, to
argue this question to a finish in the
(New York) Sun newspaper, which has,
of late, shown so much interest in the
subject.”

From time to time other Protestant

clergymen have spoken to the same

suffering under a similar hardship

other sccts who do not wish for any
religious instruction in the schools are |
profiting by this iniquitous arrange-
Yes ; they are profit-
I ing in this sense that they are keeping

| ment. Profiting ? [
| in their purses the dollars which they
are abstracting from the pockets of
their neighbors, but their profits are
gained at the expense of religion and

effect, but very little sympathy has
been roused by such language. It re-
mains to be seen whether the mass of
the American people shall be moved by
the present agitation, to any serious

consideration of the guestion at issue,

— e

A GREAT LOSS.

We publish in another eolumn an ac-

good morals, both of which they are | count of the destruction by fire of the

banishing from the land by c\cludiugl
them from the schoolroom.

The clergy of several sects have re- ‘
a hoev av ai < P
it known that they have | they have sustained. From small be-

cently made
become impressed with the fact that
their denominations have made a seri-
ous error in throwing the weight of
their influence and votes into the scale
of godless education, and these are now
trying to remedy the error of the past
by raising a warning voice to their
telling them that the
result of such a system of education

co-religionists,

has been, and will be still more the
birth of godless generations.

|
|
‘ Among the Methodists, Bishop Grant
| of Kansas has recently spoken frankly
!un this subject. He declares that he

| has been an interested observer of the
; general course of the Catholic Church,
1 and especially of the recent movement
of the federation of Catholie societies,
the result of hisobservations being that

he looks upon the Catholie Church as

“the friend of humanity without re-
gard to nationality, color, or precious
condition of servitude.

In regard to the problem of education,
he expresses the desire that himselfand
the other Bishops of the Methodist
Churech should unite with the Catholic

| Federation to promote an equitable
that the Methodists

‘ahuul(l send a ‘‘ Bishop delegate '’ to

| settlement, and

l the next Convention of the Catholic
| Federation to co-operave for the amend-
| ment of the State laws so as to securea
Christian education for Christiwn chil-
He asks :

‘“If all Christian denominations are
s unanimous in demanding Christian edu-

|
|
|
| dren.
|
|

ey , £t !
i, what can stand in the way?
little 1

There is but likelihood that

any crusade preached by Bishop Grant
his  Methodist

among brethren will

| bring them to recognize the maguitude

great University of

good Oblate

Ottawa. To the
Fathers we extend our
heartfelt sympathy on the heavy lo-s

‘*_:innin'.:\' the University of Ottawa

lhzui attained the proud distinetion
of being one of the foremost

educational institutions on the con-
tinent, and it is a cause for general
regret that in the heyday of its pros-

perity and usefulness a terrible fire

should have so completely destroyed

| the main building. We sincerely hope
[ that a goodly sum of insurance had been
trust that

| ere another year will have passed the

| placed upon it. We also

Oblate Fathers and their many frievds

will have the satisfaction cof beholding
{ the

the foremost centre of religious and

University of Ottawa once again
educational activity and zeal in our fair
Capital City.

“THE PASSING OF THADY.”

We publish in this issue of the CATH-

onL1o Reconrp, copied from Donohue's

| Magazine, Boston, a very pretty sketch
| of Irish life, written by Miss Mard

Regan, of this city, daughter of thelate
We hope we will

often have the pleasure of reading pro-

| Daniel Regan, Esq.

ductions from Miss Regan's pen. For

she is gifted with a literary instinct

of a very high order, and could easily
| forge her way to the frout rank amongst
Miss

| Regan enjoys the honor of being highly

|
‘ the literary celebrities of the age.
|

complimented upon her work by
Father Rassell, o

!

| best

Dublin, one of the
known of the literary set in
‘ the old country. Commenting on the
Mag

¢ Miss

| November
|

issne of Donohoe's

zine Father Russell

| Regan's

H.lv\h:
sketeh is very beautiful.”

We sincerely trust our young Canadian

|
|
|
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" ! lies that a godless education would pro-| o thq pest known Protestant K piscopal | special reason to patronize the Fair,
u 10 corrupted the Serip- | quee n generation which would ignore | : - Pall more especially as it is held at this
I s vhat as more modern here- | st ligt 1 1 1 clergymen of New York City, also re- l time of the year. TI object is a
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) ] g of funds for the beautiful new c¢huich
they falsely attributed the name of |

sacred Scripture or divine revelatior

given to themselves. Among these

false gospels,

called the

writings wore

ete. One of these was

| .
| other was the Gospel of the
|

which is supposed to have been identi
cal with the Gospel of the Ebionites

visionss

“ Gospel of the Infancy of Christ” illl\ Swedish, and
Swedish, @
Hebrews, \

‘lovers ol sell, lovers of money, boast
1

than lovers of God, holding a form o

(Godliness, but having

power thereof.”” Hence, the German
Norwegian
maiintain parochial schools everywhere

‘, ful, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather
denied the
Lutherans

and especially within the jurisdiction
of the Missouri Lutheran Synod where

‘uw'«-li_:i(mi\(-, and Protestants gener-
| ally, to take up the cause of religious
¢ l education. lHe says:

““ What is the result of our malprac
tice? Why,we are bringing up all over
, | this broad land a lasty set of young
pagans who, sooner or later, they or
their children, will make havos of our
institutions Lynchers, labor agitat-
ors, and law breakers generally, are
human guide posts, with arms, hands,

)

in the east end of our Forest City. 1t
is Father McKKeon's and his parishioncrs
desire that the first Fair held in St.
Mary's Hall be a great succes, and
that it will undoubtedly be, judging by
their noble efforts in this direetion.

For a thousand years in Thy sight
are but as yesterday when it is passed,
and as a watch in the night.—Ps. 90:4.
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