
repay perusal from cover to cover, 
Apart from college, matters proper, It 
contains a report of the reception of 
Hon. Eld ward Blake, M.P., and Mr. 
Devlin, M.P., with good picture» of 
both gentlemen and the addresses of 
the students with replies of the dis
tinguished visitors. Hon. Mr. Justice 
Curran contribute» a sketch on Sir 
John Thompson. The reminiscences 
are full of interest, and we take the 
liberty of reproducing them for the 
benefit of our readers. The memory 
of Sir John Thompson should be 
perpetuated, his noble character, his 
earnestness and, above all, his clean 
life should serve as a model for gen
erations to come.

HON. MR. JUSTICE CURRAN
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The sketch is as follows:

At sixty every man has become 
suspicious whatever may have been 
his early disposition. Beware of dona 
ferentes is his motto. Flattering 
words put him on his guard in- 
stanter. "What does he want?" 
flashes across his mind; instinctively 
he knows there is something to fol
low the application of the unction. 
These sapient remarks flow from the 
fact, that the writer was the recipi
ent, a few days ago, of a letter in 
which the opening sentence informed 
him that he is an "honored alum
nus" a "valued citizen." Then came 
the conviction, that a request of 
some kind, lay lurking in the tail 
end of the missive. Sure enough, 
the editor of the "Ottawa University 
Review" desired that a sketch 
should be sent of one of my well- 
known contemporaries at our "alma 
mater" in the days of long ago.

That seems simple enough, but, the 
gifted young editor of the "Review" 
could hardly have been conscious of 
the train of thought such a sugges
tion called forth.

In 1854' I entered the college, then 
the old building on Sussex street. 
Bytown had not blossomed forth in
to Ottawa, the capital of Canada. 
No massive buildings, parliamentary 
or departmental, crowned Major's 
Hill, as it was then called. For that 
matter there were, so to speak, no 
buildings of any kind outside of the 
Cathedral and the Convent of the 
Grey Sisters. There were a few 
stores of great pretensions and small 
dimensions. There was not a gas 
lamp in the city, now a fairy land 
of electric lights, and the pedestrian, 
who had to travel by night, carried 
-hie lantern with its tallow candle 
for illuminating purposes.

But, what has all this to do with 
the college and its inmates, of whom 
there were then about seventy-five ? 
Not much perhaps, but the material 
xihange that has taken place since, 
serves to make the approach to sad 
changes more easy. The question is 
not, who were my contemporaries, 
but, where are they? Alas! No need 
of conjuring up the Church ritual on 
Ash Wednesday; "Memento homo 
<ÿiia tu es pulvis, etc." The contem
poraries have joined the great ma
jority, and with one or two excep
tions occupy their narrow limits in 
the city of the dead.

My only class-mate now living in 
the Dominion is His Grace Arch- 
bidhop Duhamel, Chancellor of our 
University. His career has .been bril
liant ahd fruitful; his prudence Is 
proverbial; the position he has 
achieved is of such prominence, that 
his name has been, more than once, 
mentioned in connection with the red 
hat of a cardinal. In the full enjoy
ment of physical health, his mind 
matured and richly stored, his heart 
beating in unison with every noble 
undertaking, he has, may it please 
God, a long period of administra
tion before him, and, some day, 
master hand will, no doubt, fitly 
chronicle his great achievements for 
the glory of the Most High and the 
benefit of Church and State.

Looking over the list of graduates, 
there is one name that may, safely, 
be said, to be illustrious. He was i 
friend, my honored leader In Domin
ion politics; he was the fourth Prime 
Minister of Canada. His name shall 
never be forgotten so long aa, in our 
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of the University, of which Sir John 
Thompson was not only an honorary 
L.L. D., but in which, he was the 
first to fill the office of Dean of the 
Faculty of Law. It is not intended 
here to give a biographical sketch; 
time nor space would not permit it, 
but the request to write a few lines 
on some distinguished graduate of
fers a suitable Occasion whilst re
minding your readers, that the 12th 
of December is the eighth anniver
sary of the death of Sir John 
Thompson at Windsor Castle, to 
make a few observations that may 
be of use to young Catholic students 
who must soon face the stern real
ties of life. Lord Aberdeen, who will 
long be remembered as one of the 
most popular Governors of the Do
minion, was a warm friend of Sir 
John. In the preface to Mr. Hop- 
kin's work, which he kindly consent
ed to write, he spoke of him as fol
lows: "Sir John was a great man. 
He made his mark. His influence 
has been for good, and its impress 
is of an abiding nature. Jlis country 
has reason to be thankful for him; 
and it may be confidently recorded, 
that his character and his abilities 
were such, as would have fitted him 
to occupy with success and distinc
tion the very highest positions that 
can be attained by any statesman in 
the British Empire." And again: "In 
him were united gentleness and 
strength, marks of true manliness 
and nobility of character."

His gentleness, only those who had 
the privilege of coming into close 
contact with him, can form any idea 
of, but of his strength of character 
we have had so many evidences that 
it may be fairly estimated.

To fill the office of Premier of Can
ada, where a man is called upon, 
not only to guide the ship of state

patriae," was the only one who 
could carry the burden for any num
ber of years. Hon. Alexander McKen
zie, after a shorjt period of office, 
was a broken down man — a mere 
shadow of his former self. Sir John 
Abbott, whose health was not good 
when he assumed office, had to re

ed during the few years of his pre
miership, in the service of his coun
try.

The work incumbent on such a po
sition might well excuse the occu
pant from undertaking anything in
volving extra labor, and no mere po-> 
litician would consent to be involved

city of Ottawa. HI» was no per
functory membership. He accepted 
the presidency of .the association, de
livered the inaugural address, and 
the few extracts given here will 
prove how fearless he was as a prac
tical Catholic. He said: " Having 
completed our organization our so
ciety present» itself to you ffiis even
ing—its first appearance before the 
public, and it has been allotted to 
me to state to you the objects \>f 
our association,—its aims and its 
purposes." Then after stating 'what 
our society is,' what its parent as
sociation had already accomplished 
in England; that it had the blessing 
of our Holy Father the Pope, he 
said: "They aimed to accomplish 
their objects by attending to three 
subjects: Devotion, Instruction and 
Controversy. Having spoken on the 
first he said: "The second object I 
have mentioned is instruction. There 
are, in all communities many Cath
odes who are quite satisfied to 

/know, thàt they believe what the 
Catholic Church believes and teaches. 
The fact that all the Catholic Church 
believes and teaches is true 
enough for them. But one of the 
objects of this society,. blessed as I 
have said by the Holy Father, un
der the patronage in this place of 
His Grace the Archbishop, is to im
press upon Catholics that, in this 
age, they should do more. In order 
to the defence of the Catholic reli
gion, in order to put its truths be
fore those who do not understand 
them, it is necessary that Catholics 
should, not only believe what the 
Catholic Church believes and 
teaches, but should be able to give 
a reason for what they believe. 
Everyone who has considered this 
question knows that the dogmas of 
our religion arq set forth as clearly 
as the decisions of the legal tribu
nals of the country. The reasons on 
which they are founded can be 
easily traced as the reasons for the 
decisions of a court of justice. When 
Catholics are acquainted with these 
reasons they are able to defend the 
truth whenever it is assailed. * 1 
We proceed upon the principle for 
which there is the highest authority, 
that the Catholic who is the best in
formed, in connection with his reli
gion, is best-grounded in the faith 
and most likely to be zealous in the 
practice of it.

°ur belief, 
belief, or the 

our belief rests, 
or misrepresented. ^ 

baa been done by such so- 
ciettee In the way of controvert 
not for the purpose of attacking an„ 
man's belief, but'for the purpose of 
putting plainly before those who dif. 
fer from ue, what we believe and 
why we believe it. That certain!, 
can give offence to no man. While! 
say that the Catholic Truth Societ, 
inculcates upon its members great 
forbearance, let me not be under, 
stood to mean, that we apologie, 
for that which we believe, or that 
which we practice. We avow and de. 
fend our .faieh, and the practice 0| 
it, knowing that what wo are taught 
will bear criticism, and deserves de

in Its legislation; but to reconcile 
differences between provinces; to 
manage the (Susceptibilities of vari
ous races and creeds; to deal with 
the perplexing problème that crop 

at home but with the

tire at the end of a few 
Jqhji Thompson, 
Premiership

"But even a more important point 
in connection with instruction _ Is to 
place before those who are -not 
Catholics, an accurate and simple 
statement of what Catholic belief is 
on the various points,, in connection 
with which, there is much doubt and 
uncertainty in non-Catholic minds. 
What Protestants believe the Catho
lic Church to be is not the Catholic 
Church at all. What they generally 
dislike as Catholic belief is not Cath
olic belief. The great object of the 
Catholic Truth Society and its
branches, and the object which this
society endeavors to take up and 
promote, is to place before those 
who are hot Catholics simply Inof
fensive, plain statements of what
Catholic belief really is. I must
say that nothing has attracted me 
more, in connection with the opera
tions of the parent Society in Eng
land, than the excellent taste and 
perfect charity in which their works 
are prepared. There is nothing in 
them to offend. They put in the 
minds of Catholic readers, just what 
the actual facts are, and they put 
before Protestants plain statements 
which often make an end of contro
versy. The field does not extend 
merely to points of Catholic dogma 
and points of history, it includes 
questions of science, in connection 
with which, there
to be contradiction t

wtom
duty of the ■

Another remarkable instance of Sir 
John Thompson’s force of character 
was manifested, in the dignified Rj_ 
lenee maintained by him, during the 
fierce attacks he was subjected j* 
the late Rev. Dr. Douglas, a k„d. 
ing Methodist divine, who would net 
forgive him for his change of roll, 
gion. On the formation of the 
Thompson Government, Dr. l>ouglag 
poured forth the vials of his wruih. 
One day the writer of this little 
sketch, in speaking to Sir .l.ihn 
Thompson remarked that his friends 
were pleased that he had made no 
reply to the invectives hurled a,, 
gainst him. He then mentioned that 
a leading Methodist gentleman had 
written him a letter of sympathy, ’ 
which he prized Very much, and that 
in rep.y he had set forth in a low 
lines his answer to the attack made 
upon him. After Sir J jn’s cleatb,
I wrote to this friend and obtained 
permission to make a few extracts 
from the letter, for the purpose of * 
lecture to be delivered at the ''ath- 
olic Summer. School near Flai l», 
burg, N.Y. Unfortunately the ex
tracts, which were copied in many ; 
piarts of this continent, were in some 
instances mutilated.

The assailed and the assailant be
ing now dead, as well as the gentle
man who was the recipient of that 
letter, I feel at liberty to give as 
much of it here as has any public in
terest, as it so thoroughly reflects 
the character of the writer:

"My Dear-

"Words cannot express my appreci
ation of your great kindness in writ
ing to me as you did about the ex
traordinary attack made on me by 
Dr. Douglas. The noble words of 
your relative, too, were a great com
fort and made me realize how many 
there may be among the 800,000, for 
whom Dr. D. claims to speak, who 
have too much of the Christian spir
it to follow hie uncharitable judg
ment on one of whom ho knows ab
solutely nothing. I have had many ; 
indications of the same kind from ; 
my own province where my life was 
spent until the last seven years and ‘ 
there no enemy, political or othei1- j 
wise, ever breathed of me any one o 
the slanders which the Dr. lias twice 1 
uttered in the West. One acquaint- j 
ance writing from Halifax » j 
days ago, declares that in the Moth-1 
odist Church where I worshipped j 
when a youth, there are very many j 
who have referred to these tirades, | 
but that every one has condemned j 
them, and that if I were to run an j 
election in Halifax to-morro‘.v, the ] 
great majority of the cpngrvgai ion a 
would be at my back, as it always j 
was. Every reference to detail 
the Doctor’s two addresses was ab* j 
eolutely false—the Bible Class wasaj 
myth. I never taught gjf but 
class of poor children who were 1 
learning to read; as to the rapidity j 
of my conversion-;-"a8 sudden as the 1 
wildest Salvationist’’—I had 
attending G. of E. and R. C. ser- I 
vices, exclusively, for upwards of four I 
years jfcnd reading all of controversy I 
I could get my hands on, and. final-1 
ly yielded only when to believe and! 
not to profess appeared to be wretch- j 
ed cowardice. The "occult reasons," 
-—what could they be? I did not! 
know one R. C. prelate. I had very! 
few Catholic | clients — no influential ! 
Catholic friends. Not my marriage ! 
relations—I had made the acquaint-! 
ance of my wife after I had resolved ■ 
to tiàkê the change; but, I had 1

tiave — ■ 
years of « _ 
lion, I would do og 
necessary, what I d 
it a thousand times 
* all the blereings 
which I have had, u 
misfortunes and a 
could not fail to ofl 
I felt, were willing t< 
ter in a broad and C 
or to lay it aside as 
not be debated. At 
would have been no 
troversy that would 
to the ‘why and whi 

"Permit me again, 
thank you and to 
yours every grace an

Yours sincere

JNO. S. D.

The lesson of Sir 
son’s life for young C 
of fearlessness in the 
His was a path strew: 
ies, but he never fait 
gentle as Lord Aberc 
he felt that as a Ca1 
equal rights with his 
of. other creeds. He h 
of his convictions, as 
when he stated at th 
in Toronto shortly a 
the Premiership,- in p 
leading supporters, i 
whom held different V< 
from himself, "I w 
tion!" They could t 
was or leave him. Hi 
man; was genial and k 
as for his faith, he no 
ed it but practiced it 
thereby gave strengt) 
temporaries and an ex 
rising generation, 
made in the opening 
marks of the book oi 
work, as well as to th 
funeral oration proi 
him. Many have extol 
career in verse as well, 
them one of our own 
low-countrymen, Mr. A 
of St. John, N.B., wh 
lines are as follows:—

The darkness came whi; 
was high,

And dimmed forever thi

Whose vision pierced 
clouds of strife.

And marked in hono 
way of life,

No dreams of glory dwi 
ier aim.

To whom his country'i 
more than fame;

No sheen of gold obsern 
er view.

Who saw the right, and 
ance true.

His life went out withii

Of ancient Windsor’s an 
Where England’s sons ft 

the foam
From flood and field 

their trophies home 
To lay at England’s feet 

one,
The greater Britain’s gr 

al son,
Whose eagle vision swei 

sky,
Should pass the'stately 

to die,
Fame’s laurel wreaths a 

ashes now,
The seal of Death upon 

brow 
Proclaims 

eignty
Than hers who holds th« 

the sea
His country mourns-am 

fate unkind?
The onward look of tli 

melled mind
Saw closer drawn the 

that hold
These kindred nations in 1 

fold.
Love kindles hearts by k 

row thrilled
—Was not hla dream of li 

fulflUed?
When England's empress-i 

her breast.
With soothing words so 

maiden pressed.
And kissed the cheek that 

with hopeless tears 
Not all the statecraft of < 

years.
With aU its mastery of

a more im!


