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NOTES OF THE WEEK,

: v FIFTY YEARS —This is a season
of golden jubilees, as wc have re
marked elsewhere in this number, 
and while we prefer to "keep the 
even tenor of our way" and avoid 
aught that may appear as self-laud
atory, still we cannot allow the oc
casion to pass without calling the 
attention of our readers to the fact 
that with last week’s number the 
‘ True Witness" completed its fiftieth 
year of existence. We do not think 
that fault can be found if wc stylo 
that half century of existence one of 

^service in the cause of Faith and 
Fatherland. Unhappily the earlier 
files of otir paper are not easy to be 
procured; but we hope, in an early 
issue to be able to secure a consecu
tive history of the "True Witness," 
ou which we will base a review of the 
past fifty years that cannot fail to 
be of deep interest to" the great ma
jority of our readers. In fact, the 
story of the "True Witness" is sim-. 
ply the history of the Irish Catholic 
ruce in Canada since 1851.

*On occasions such as this, be it 
the birthday anniversary of an indi
vidual, or that of an institution, it 
is customary to celebrate in some re
markable indhncr the event. Friends 
gather around to express good 
wishes, congratulations and attach-

On our editorial desk, at this mo
ment, are a few tributes, coming in 
the ordinary daily course of affairs, 
which we highly appreciate.

One—from Wakefield Centre, Carle- 
ton Co., New Brunswick,—bears the 
evidences of age and years of duty 
done; "A. C." is the sender, q,nd his 
Words are, after enclosing a sub
scription, "Please excuse my*neglect 
in not sending sooner. But you are 
sure of it some time within reason
able distance of date, as I could not 
get along without the "True Wit
ness." I have got so used to it and 
as it is the best paper I can secure,
I will continue right along to take 
it."

The next, from Langside, Ont., Is 
signed J. McM."—"Your paper is a 
good paper, and as a weekly visitor 
it is cordially welcomed to our I

Then comes, from Ferry land, 
foun-dland, "J. C’s" tribute : 
preciate your valuable paper 
b,ghly, and trust it will be 
widely circulated."

From Chase’s Mills, N.Y., ‘
C. F.," says : "I am much pleased 
with the. ‘True Witness; ’ in fact, I 
think it is the best Catholic paper 
of the present day.".

From Illinois, "Rev. P. F." writes:
■’T am pleased with your paper ; I 
think it is the best Catholic paper I 
receive. W’ishing you continued suc
cess, etc."

Whatever services the " True Wit
ness" may have been able to render 
the cause of the Irish Catholic peo
ple we hope their generosity of 
heart will keep the same in memory ; 
whatever good it has been able to 
perform in the cause of the Catholic 
FaiUi, we trust Providence will hold 

a record of it all and grant in re
turn to the old organ many years of 
prosperity in the continuation of its 
grand mission.

reference to such doctrines and prac
tices as being '"superstitious and 
idolatrous" is eliminated.

Very little Objection could be 
made to the oath if this is the form 
it will assume. For a Protestant 
Sovereign to declare that he does 
not believe in transubstantiatton is 
simply to say that he is not a Catho
lic, but a Protestant. And for any 
one to declare that the practices of 
invocation of the Blessed Virgin and 
the saints is contrary to the tenets 
of Protestantism is merely the state
ment of an axiomatic truth. In fine, 
the whole ground would be covered 
most effectively by the King declar
ing, amongst other things, that he 
is a Protestant in religion ; that 
would Include everything— disbelief 
in Catholic dogma and non-conform
ity to Catholic practices. Since, 
then, we are absolutely to have a 
Protestant sovereign, and that no 
Catholic can occupy the throne, we 
do not see any great inconvenience 
in such sovereign making a declara
tion of his faith, or from our stand
point, of his lack of faith. Moreover, 
as he is the head of the established 
Church of. the realm—that institu
tion being a political rather than a 
religious organization—it stands to 
reason that ho should make it un
derstood that he is such in accord
ance with * the human legislation 
whence he derives his authority.

FIFTY YEARS A RELIGIOUS. — 
As the new» century commences its 
course not a few of our priests and 
nuns have occasion to celebrate their 
(golden jubilees. The mid-nineteenth 
century seems to hove been a period 
most prolific in religious vocations 
in Canada. During 1900 and 1901 
we have had to record a goodly 
number of jubilee celebrations 
amongst our clergy and the mem
bers of our religious communities.

One of the most recent of these 
beautiful commemorative festivals 
was that held at the Grey Nunnery— 
the Mother House on Guy street —a 
week ago last Sunday, in honor of 
the fiftieth anniversary of Rev. Sis
ter Gaudry's entry into that com 
munity. Apart from the Archbishop 
the clergy, and members of the com
munity present, were noticed, Miss 
Marie Anne Trayesf of Port Hope 
Ont., sister of the aged nun; Ma<L- 
ame J. E. Painchaud, her niece!; 
Madame Gasp. Painchaud, Mr. E. 
Painchaud, and many others. A 
meeting of the Gaudry family and re
latives took place at three o’clock 
in the afternoon. At 5.30 His Grace 

N w !thC Archbi8h°I) Paid an official visit 
GVS i *° the community, and presided at 
ap~ j a solemn benediction of the Blessed 

most ’ Sacrament.
more j The life of this venerable nun has
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tt I» very probable the ______
Order in Canada and the United 
States will be constituted into a 
separate province, and thus taken 
from under the general jurisdiction 
of Europe. There may. possibly be a 
foundation fur this news as it is in 
accord with the important events 
now taking place within that Order 
A chapter of the order is now being 
held at Ghent in Belgium. The meet
ing is called by the general of the 
Dominicans for the purpose of consi 
dering A heir position in France, the 
Philippines and South America. We 
are told that in Franfce the order is 
face to face rçith the perils of disso
lution and confiscation lodged with
in the Associations Bill which last 
Monday passed the French Senate 
fn the Philippines, confiscation is 
threatened under the American flag. 
In South America the order is per
secuted by the Masons under the 
guise of Liberals, its priests impri
soned, its churches despoiled.

Under these circumstances, it is 
very probable that the general chap
ter would find it expedient to estab
lish a special province in North Am
erica. In fact, this country and the 
United States may become a refuge 
for the persecuted Dominicans in 
other parts of the world.

As to the Philippines and South 
America we arc not in a position to 
express any opinion, but certainly, 
France is ungrateful as far as this 
magnificent order is concerned. What 
the Dominicans have done—even out
side of French literature, the glory 
of French oratory, and the renown 
of French scientific progress, should 
entitle the order and its members to 
special favors from the country. Yet 
their reward is that which infidelity 
always bestows upon the benefact
ors of the land in which" it flour
ishes. When the great chapter at 
Ghent shall terminate we may, per
haps, be made acquainted with fur
ther details concerning the future 
course to be taken, in different lands 
by the sons of St. Dominick.

M i

.oturhit,;
very much hits been

KSrsst
question
able to form a pr< 
the enormity of the 
French Government 
against Catholic rti _ 
is true that no such orders are in
dicated in the law, but it is plaJn 
from the statement of that law that 
no community, or nelfcgimis order, be 
it missionary, educational, or other
wise, can exist In France, as long as 
this blot blackens the statues of the 
country. A few words of explana
tion may be timely.

The Chamber of Deputies, on the 
28th J une. adopted the Bill, as am
ended by the Senate, by a vote of 
313 against 249. For the purpose of 
the Bill an "Association” means "a 
convention whereby two or more 
persons join their abilities and ac
tivity for some other purpose than 
that of financial benefit." Thus all 
commercial and financial, as well as 
industrial societies do not come 
within the meaning of the law. Con
sequently, we are left with the reli
gious communities alone, as the ob
jects of this legislation. While the 
text does not name religious orders, 
it is obvious that the aim of the 
law is to render their existence in 
France an impossibility.

This may be still more clearly 
gleaned from the following passages 
of the Bill
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"THE MEMORY OF THE DEAD.
Little did John Kells Ingram ever 

dream that his immortal song would 
be read in the House of Commons, 
yet that event has come to pass and, 
in the evening of his life, the poet 
of Ireland has heard of the fame won 
by that production of his early en
thusiasm and talent. The report 
from the British House of Commons

' Mrs

THE CORONATION OATH. - It 
appears that the Committee of the 
Imperial House of Commons to which 
the offensive form of the King's ac
cession oath was referred, has re
ported that the terms may be modi- 

1 without diminishing its efficacy 
^ t the maintenance ol the

1 that the oath
a declaration 

of transubstan- 
the effect that

been one of exceptional education 
and utility. She was born in Mont
real on June 22, 1831. In 1837, 
during the rebellion, her family mov
ed to the United States, and she re
ceived her education in that coun- 

I try, In 1844 she came back to 
this city to reside with her 
uncle. Mr. Augustin Perrault. 
She entered the novitiate of 
the Grey Nuns on April 23, 184»,
and made her profession on June 80, 
1851. Since that time she has occu
pied some-Important positions in the 
order, being among the first sisters 
in charge df the St. Joseph’s Home, 
founded by Mr. O. Borthclot. In 
1858 she was chosen to co-operate 
with Rev. O. Rousselot, P.S.S., to 
found the work of Refuges. In 1859 
Mgr. Bourget opened a now institu
tion at the corner of St. James and 
Cathedral streets. Among her» pu
pils at that institution was a bright 
boy named Napoleon Paul .Bruchési, 
who has since become His Grace the 
Archbishop of Montreal. Hhe founded 
a Refuge at Iberville, alter nhving 
been placed in charge of the Naza
reth Asylum. Later, in 1877, she 
was transferred to the United States 
and had charges of several houses of 
the order in that country.

Although half a century of Sister 
Gaudry's life has been spent In the 
community she is still far from a 
very aged person. She has just

sz.~!3?Js:sz!“
oration ------------------

In ï rjday s debate on the place 
assigned to Irish in the Intermedi
ate programme, when Mr. Leamy sat 
down, a tall, rugged, white-bearded 
figure rose from the Irish benches. 
This was Mr. Lundon, who said be 
had been teaching Irish for forty 
years. At this the Home pricked up 
its ears, as it is one of the pet little i 
theories here that none of the Irish 
members Can speak Irish. There was, 
however, a more practical blow for 
this theory to come. The venerable 
Gelt, after reading long lists of Irish 
works, asked leave to quote an Irish 
poem. It was not, perhaps, strictly 
iu order, but the House was by this 
time in an indulgent mood, and for 
some few minutes members listened 
attentively to a series of sounds 
which sounded extremely poetic. As 
the old gentleman finished his poem 
he looked round triumphantly, and 
said, Mr. Speaker, that is not my 
poetry. ' Members listened then for 
the English version, which they felt 
was coming, and a loud cheer went 
up from the Irish benches as he an
nounced that it was the Irish ver
sion of that historic ballad ‘Who 
fears to speak of 98’—‘and,’ conti
nued the venerable son of the hills.
I am not one of those who fear to 

speak of '98.* Never before, it may 
fairly be assumed, has that song 
been sung or said in the British 
House of Commons, but even the 
lory members cheered. They recog- 
nized with true sporting instinct 
that the old man bad scored

Wbat wonderful changes that song 
has witnessed—if we can say that 
a song can witness anything. When 
it was first written it was treason 
to sing or repeat it; to-day an 
Irishman repeats it in the House of 
Commons and is cheered by the Tory 
enemies of Ireland. When it uns first 
written its author was an enthusias
tic Irish, patriot, and èvery since ho 
has been an employee of hie coun
try s enemies, and a friend to any
thing and everything that might cast 
a veil over his days of promise and 
glory. Despite himsell Ingram's 
name became a household word, and 
his song became the Marseillaise 
hymn of the Irish people.

The next thing we may hear about 
tiie House ol Commons is a debate 
containing a list of Irish treason 

c“nT’ and speeches. If that Gov-

m

"Associations between Frenchmen 
and foreigners cannot be formed 
without the previous authorization 
of a decree issued by the Council of
State.

"It is forbidden to form without 
an authorization given by a special 
law, which shall determine the con
ditions of their workings: (a,) Asso
ciations among Frenchmen, whose 
centre or direction shall be foreign, 
or which shall be in the hands of 
foreigners; (b) Associations whose 
members live in commôn.

"The associations which exist at 
the time of the promulgation of the 
law, and which have not been pre
viously authorized or recognized, I 
shall, within six months, prove that 
they have used proper diligqpce to 
conform to these regulations. More
over. the associations which are pro
scribed by the law shall be consider
ed as dissolved if‘within six months 
they have not adduced the authoriz
ation required. The amounts belong
ing to members of such an associa^ 
tion before its formation, or which 
shall have come to them since, but 
only in line erf direct succession, 
shall be restored. Amounts acquired 
by gifts can be claimed - by the giv
ers. their heirs or those who have 
any claim on them; and by the heirs 
or rightful claimants of any testa
tor within the space of a year after 
the publication in the ‘Official Jour
nal* of the decree of dissolution, or 
of the act of voluntary dissolution 
of the association. After that time 
the property shall accrue to the 
State as well as the surplus of the 
money invested. and shall be assign
ed to the establishing of funds for 
indigent children, sick and aged per
sons, as well as needy members*, of 
dissolved congregations."

rend tntksh 
indices of the Scottish race.'but 
there not a grain of fleition in it all? 
Are they all John Knoxes? ail Davie 
Deanaee? Is there not an undercur
rent of great justice in the apparent 
ignorance and prejudice of the Usual
ly qualified black Presbyterians?

This year the University of Glas
gow celebrates the 450th anniver
sary of its foundation. Since the 
"•■Reformation" this has been a dis-’ 
tinctly Protestant institution; yet It 
was founded by the Catholic Church 
and had for its first patron Pope 
Nicholas V. The faculty of the uni
versity does not seek to ignore its 
origin, nor to shirk the debt of gra
titude that it owes to Rome and to 
the Sovereign Pontiff.

On the occasion of this celebration 
the rector, vice^hancdlor and pro
fessors of the university have ad- 
dMMgl a letter to His Holiness, 
Leo XHI., inviting him to particip
ate in their rejoicings. That letter is 
couched in the most respectful lang
uage. It is a model that might 
serve for the imitation of others. 
The following is a translation from 
the Latin of that letter

LOPUE,

onfert.
BUJS, Bishop

nore, Se-

-HBISmilTT.
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Premier Waldeck-Rousseau hypocri- 
Tticaliy declared that the law would 
be enforced, but not in a spirit of 
Persecution. This is all nonsense.

Since the law itself is conceived in 
a, spirit of hostility and its very 
text necessitates that, its enforce
ment be a persecution, all the pro
testations to the contrary are vain. 
The Abbe Oayraud, a Catholic Re
publican deputy, said that the law 
would remain a stigma upon the 
Government; and Count de Mun de
clared tiie Bill to be the beginning 
of a war against Catholicity in 
France. When such legislation is un
dertaken we Catholics naturally 
look to Rome for the key-note of our 
conduct in its regard. According to 
the "Universe" of Paris, the Pope 
has sent a letter to the heads of the 
religious orders regretting the at
tacks made against them and the 
failure of his endeavors to protect ' 
them. The Church, he says, is wound
ed in her rights and checked in her 
work. He eays the new law is con
trary to natural evangelical and ec
clesiastical rights, and declares that 
the true cause of the persecution is 
the world's hatred of the Church.

The extinction of the religious or
ders, he says, is an able manoeuvre 
to prepare for the apostasy of the 
nations. The world's malignity por
tends work for the Church. He ad
vises the religious to observe the in
structions of the Holy See. and to 
imitate their forefathers, who pass
ed through worse times. They should 
remain firm, dignified and not an
gry, overcoming evil by good. In 
conclusion His Holiness says :- 

'With you are the Pope and the

To the Sovereign Pqntiff, the 
Moet Holy, the Most Reverend, and 
the Most Learned Man, Leo XIJJ.,

‘ The Entire University of Glasgow 
the Chancellor, the Rector, the 
Professors, the Graduates, and the 
Students,

“ (Send) Health.
*,Jn oUr great joy (for soon we ce

lebrate our centennial feasts), this 
above all else we can rêmember with 
grateful minds, that this splendid 
university, wnich is to-day enriched 
with all wealth of talent and works, 
started from the Apostolic See iü 
self, and that it commenced with the 
most loving patronage of the Sur- 
preme Pontiff, ns we have learned 
from our forefathers.

“For that most learned Pontiff 
Nicholas V.,. in the year of the In
carnation of Our Lord one thousand 
four hundred and fifty-one, display
ing the greatest love for the Scot- 

I tlsh People, being himself a man 
most illustrious for all the lights of 
talent and of the liberal arts, found
ed among us a university, and wish
ed that our doctors, masters and 
students should enjoy and use all the 
liberties which had been granted to 
the university of his own city of 
Bologna.

"The which so great benefit, as 
like a loving daughter from whom it 
crime, we think leads us to hope that 
Your Holiness may become a sharer 
of our joy, as also to utter due 
thanks to the Holy See for so great 
a favor.

" We therefore pray that you may 
deign to increase this our happiness 
With your authority: and If on ac
count of these wicked times it could 
not be that Your Beatitude should 
™“,e ,V> “» J» these leasts over such 
difficulties of sen and journeying, we 
hope at least, that you will express 
to us your feelings through some 
° j r.v. person enjo.vlng your favor, 
and that this our university, found
ed by the learned Nicholas, fostered 
by James, King of the Scots, cared 
for and defended by William, Bishop 
of Glasgow, and furthermore enhanc
ed by ninny benefits from many of 
our Kings, you yourself, most schoH 
arly and most elegant. cultivator of 
Latin literature, thrfmgh your kind
ness mny deign to honor still more 
and to commend to yet new ages

r xïe G,“ae°w, on the Ides
of May, MCMI.

Pre,cct and the Vice- 
Chancellor." ,r

"Our nation, with its free govern-
SSSSSJ^. aggra,sfve Christian 
civilization, is in a position to
march forward and convert the 
world. With the isles of the Pacific 
m our possession, with the confi-
?nnCt^th0J,millionB of heathens in 
the East, and with our wealth and 
commerce and Anglo-Saxon love of 
Iivcrty, we can raise the banner of 
the cross and accomplish the Heav
en-designed work of having the gos
pel preached to every creature."

If thia means anything it signifies 
an armed process of making the 
world accept the principles of Chris-
«rîn vi. * V}?. Senator Ingalls
said that the Ten Commandments 
have np place in domestic politic* 
and the sermon on the Mount no nr, 
plication ta international affairs "IF 
wc are to judgn-6y the missionary I 
conduct of Christian heralds in Chi
na we must admit that the effacing 
of God S name from the statutes i„ 
some lands is not as barbarous as it 
might be considered. The Rev. Gil
bert Reid, an American Proteslant 
missionary to China, writes in the
l UI?. ”. UJL°“ lootln« >n < hat 
land. It is thus that Rev. Mr. Reid 
deals with the subject

I venture to expound the ethics 
of loot. Loot means spoils of war. If 
there has been no war, looting may 
be set down as wrong. If wrong 
there has been, it bas been in mak^ 
ing war whether by the Chinese 
Imperial Government or by the com
bined troops of Europe, America and 
Asia, and not in the Incidental re
sult of the collection of spoils."

Tk® New York "Sun" makes fun 
of this rev. gentleman’s ideas of 
thfe‘— ' wrong- The comment is

entire
words
world

The

«d®§ Christ's
' I have conquered the

7 - ' ■ ■,■■■ x ••
of this law »,„

The reply of the Holy Father to 
2™ very extraordinary and excep
tional letter was characteristic of 
the great Leo. After thanking those 
who sent the address, he describes It 
as a noble deed. He recalls the glor- 
r “f. Pope Nicholas, who had ao 

eslBt’to and veneration of the- 
"'>°le ”cott;fh people. He then os" 
S Miem that he " prayed God to 
direct in the way of truth all the 
75*ke °* «he members of the univer-
Pen “nd to l.wlw the latter to the 
Papacy m perfect love."

! „ Tbis correspondence is very signifi
cant. It may be the commencement 
or a new and happier era for 
Catholic Church in Scotland. We 
know fully well that all enmity to! 
wards the Church springs from ignor
ance; and when the enlightened, the 
learned, the responsible people tn a 
country, take the initiative in' pay” 

d“ Çnd deserved honor to the 
" It follows naturally

iXt'Tasir^n^roonæ-
what the results of its birth 
totnUy npraaumptiveT to^aurmlse

is not far removed.
At all events tiie univers!

Glasgow has given evidence 
noble sentiments in the '
leading men. If this sp 
ly be fostered ' 
confident that

ÊÊÊS

"His (Mr. Reid’d) code is some
what different from that of other, 
apostles of Christ. If it is to pré
vu! ? in the further efforts of Chris- 
tian civilization to evangelize tiie 
heathen world and to carry true and 
V1,re religion to the benighted, both 
the Eighth Commandment and the 
Sermon on the Mount will have to 
be revised, about like this :

Ihou shalt not steal, unless 
somebody else has done w*rong bv 
waging war, After military opera- 
lions the Eighth Commandment is 
suspended, even in the case of non- 
combatant Christian missionaries.

"As ye would do that men should 
do to you, do ye also to them like
wise; that is, unless you can put the 
others, technically, into the class of 
‘enemies.’ Then you may do to your 
enemies as you would not hâve them 
do to you."

There is a report by Major-General 
Chaffee as to the American Protest
ant missionaries, and their system 
pf civilizing and Christianizing the 
Chinese. A few facts from that re
port will complete our chain. Read 
this :—

Appended to the report are let
ters written by Minister Conger, ap
proving the request of the Rev. E. 
G. Tewksbury, an American mission
ary, that he be furnished with a de
tachment of American troops to ac
company him on an expedition to <
act money and lands from Chinese 
for depredations they had Committed
during the Boxer revolt upon the na
tive converts. Though Mr. Teak,- 
•bory Himself confesses that he dm 
WWWBI Chris-ZæsmsœÊLrvie
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In one sense the propagation of the 
Fafth, especially when combined 
with the civilization of barbor,.,:, 
copies may be styled aggressive 1 
that is to say in contradistinction to 
pd™‘ve or defensive. But the Cans 
used to bring others to Chrlstia,,! 

°r rathcr **> bring Christianity 
“Ï! ,to be taken into con- 

sldeifctiofh It is one thing to go to 
the Pagan with the cross in one hand 
and a rosary in the other, and an- 
other to approach that same pagan 
witn the Bible in one hand qnd the 
sword in the other. We have yet to 
learn when and how Our Lord left 
His Church a mission to force His 
precepts down the throats of the un! 
behoving. Senator McLaurin, of 
South Carolina, delivered an ad
dress on "God's purpose in Expan- 
sion. ti In the ordinary course of his 
remarks—some of which were very 
confused—the old servant of the 
State made use of these words ■

State have the r 
bers who do not 
ligion. The decis 
the case of the m 
ter Franta, decea 
Bohemian Roma, 
Union of the Uni 
fendants contends 
was upheld by tl 
that their associa 
members of tht 
Church; that by i 

^person can be a i 
a Roman Catholic 
perform his duties 
Church, and that 
is to go to conf 
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nion every year d 
and the constituti 
quire every membi 
duty and to prod' 

-n certificate of tin 
had done so. or t 
society has toe au 
him indefinitely or 
it may deem just, i 
opportunity to cle 
charge. * * * TJ 
ther did not receiv- 
tbe Holy Commun! 
iu 1896, and was « 
ciety with.that on 
regular meeting h 
truth of the charg 
in due course the s 
him from membe 
and he died wl: 
That by the laws o 
pended member loe< 
ing hie suspension.

This question ha* 
some one in all1 ( 
societies, and the de 
less create a preced 
will follow.
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From time to tim 
11shed many evjdei 

v'tion of the noble v 
Catholic Sailors’ C 

| is performing. The 
the zeal and devoti- 
live of this organize 
,cross the sea. Rev. 
S.J., the devoted a 
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following letter, a 
which explains itself

Saint Lucia., 
liev. Â. E. Larue, S 
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