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had its
burning question, when the local 
sremationists agitated for the erec­
tion of a crematorium by the rate­
payers of the Empire City. A similar 
agitation is now bubbling in Dune­
din in a small way, and has boiled 
ever into the columns of the daily 
papers. Cremationists and anti-cre- 
m&tionists have been administering 
sounding thwacks to each others' 
polls, sometimes, it must be con­
fessed, with the weapon of the court 
jester, sometimes with that of Samp­
son. To the great body of people 
cremation is both unsightly and re­
pulsive. And, as usual in discussions 
on this y subject, the supporters of 
the old primeval system are serenely 
confident that the strength of public 
opinion is, and long will be, too 
great to permit of any extensive 
chànge in the principle of returning 
?he bodies of our race to the earth 
from which f the Creator compacted 
them.

The subject has been debated1 in all 
the moods and tenses from the days 
of Julian the Apostate down to Sir 
Henry Thompson and Erichsen. Since 
1874 over 3,000 books and pamph­
lets have been written on cremation. 
They have searched the sanitary, le­
gal, economical, and religious as­
pects of the question from Dan to 
Beersheba—and left it pretty well 
where they found it. During the dis­
cussions of the subject in Dunedin 
as in Wellington over two years 
ago, the sanitary side of the ques­
tion came uppermost, and the linger­
ing putrefaction of earth-burial, 
at present generally practised, was 
made the theme of strong, and we 
may add. generally well-merited, con­
demnation. In other words, the 
abuses of earth-burial have furnished 
the cremationists with the best plea 
for the propaganda of a mode of dis­
posing of the dead which many bar­
barous nations abandoned when civ­
ilization spread among them. The 
whole case against earth-burial 
hangs by practices which are acci­
dental to it. Wo refer more especially 
to heavy and durable wooden and 
leaden coffins, vaults, brick graves, 
and, generally, to all attempts to 
shield the bodies of the dead from 
the dissolvent and disinfectant ac­
tion of air and mother earth. Barth 
to earth, burial (without coifins) was 
■the usual method followed by . the 
early Christians, and the long and 
crowded corridors of the under­
ground cities of the dead that 
ctretch outside the walls of Rome 
are to-day as sweet and free from 
evil odors as if their “loculi" were 
fiüpd with the cinerary urns which 
became fashionable in pagan Rome 
in the days when the simple ways of 
the olden days had been abandoned 
and manners had become corrupt.

, w.......elain on the battle­
fields of the Vosges in 1870. The re­
sults are briefly summed up in the 
following words : "In some cases as 
many as 800 soldiers had been hasti­
ly thrust into a shallow trench. And 
yet after an interval of two years 
the bodies haft disappeared and only 
the bones and accoutrements remain­
ed. To this rule there was one sig­
nificant exception: the dead officers 
had been burjed in mackintoshes, and 
the result was very much as if they 

buried in coffins. To put the 
thing shortly: the decomposition of 
a body depends upon the porousness 
of the soil and coffin." And the mo­
ral of it all is this: what we need 
is not the frying-pan or destructor 
method of disposing of our corpses 
and of those of our sisters and our 
cousins and our aunts, but a reform 
of our funeral customs—the aboli­
tion of heavy wooden and leaden 
coffins, vaults, brick graves, and all 
attempts to retard the swift and 
wholesome action of the earth on the 
bodies of the dead. In other words, 

return to the good old rule, the 
simple plan of flimsy, perishable cof­
fins and earth to earth burial.
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FATHER FARRELL DEAD.

The era of strong coffins began in 
England in the closing years of the 
Second Charles. A remarkable judg­
ment by Lord Stowell shows the 
strdng objection with which the offi­
cial mind of the period viewed this 
effort to secure an unnatural survi­
val of the crude oùtward form of the 
corpse and vain resistance to the 
lawAçf dissolution. The custom still 
endure^—in the interests of the un­
dertakers. The unnatural and unsani­
tary condition of bodies enclosed in 
coffins of lead or heavy wood or in 
brick graves was exemplified in a 
horrible Way when the burialrground 
of St., Andrew's,, Holborn (London), 
was removed make way for the 
present ViadtMf "Little difference," 
says a writer»! the July "Quarter­
ly," "as to condition could „be per­
ceived between the coffins of Charles 
IJC.'s time and those recently used, 
or between the coffins which were of 
lead and those which were of wood. 
In the coffins which were intact, 
their contents were also, intact, but 
unrecognizable. "In one part of the 
cemetery," says another writer, 
"was a plague-pit, where the bodies 
of the dead had been thrown in just 
as they had Come carted from the 
neighboring street. Fear Was abroad 
in the land, add there was no time 
to think of coffins. The result was 
that when the pit was opened the 
pdor uncared-for corpses had wholly 
disappeared, enfolded in the bosom 
oi mother-earth, and through her em­
brace restored to the world as the 
elements of life." w

Those beet versed in sanitary 
•clehoe are unanimous in holding 
that nothing more injurious than 
earbonic acid is given off by ceme- 
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The legal objections to cremation 
have never been satisfactorily an­
swered. Briefly, it would put a pre­
mium on crime by destroying evi­
dence such as has, over and over 
again, brought to justice poisoners 
like Mrs. Webster, Mary Anne Cot­
ton, and others such. Numerous in­
stances in which murderers have been 
brought to justice through the exhu­
mation of the lawfully interred bod­
ies of their victims are given by the 
writer of the article in the "Quart­
erly" for July. Dr. Bond, of the 
Westminster Hospital, furnishes sev­
eral cases in point. And he adds that 
he "has no doubt that many persons 
skilled in the use of poisons would 
more frequently resort to them if it 
were not for the knowledge that 
their operations were liable to 
be handicapped by exhuma­
tion." Dr. Braxton Hicks, one 
of the two experts examined by the 
House of Commons Commission, gave 
it as his opinion that a post-mortem 
examination should be held on every 
body brought to Woking for crema­
tion; that it would be "a criminal 
act''- to destroy a body without 
such inquiry; that earth-burial is 
"better from a«panitary point of 
view" than cremation; that, in fact.

i sanitary point of view it is 
perfect; " that it tends "absolutely 
in no way whatever to spread infec­
tious disease; " and that "any state­
ment to, the contrary is a statement 
which iîi^not warranted by fact." 
The writer in the "Quarterly " 
points out that it takes two hours 
to turn a single corpse into its resi­
duum of grey ash, and a whole 
working day to destroy half a dozen. 
From these figures we can roughly 
estimate the delay and the enormous 
cost of roasting to ashes'the dead 
of a great city.
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In the Vienna crematorium, the 
dead are treated like parcels of meat 
and grocery; they are shot through 
pneumatic tubes from the city to the 
roasting establishments. Under their 
present anti-clerical mhnagement the 
bodies of paupers and of the un­
known dead m the great hospitals of 
Paris are first consigned to doctors 
and medical students. After they 
have been duly hacked anti scarified- 
and dissected they are returned to 
the hospitals, carted pell-mell to the 
Fere I-echaise crematorium, dumped 
into the furnaces without religious 
rites—to the number of some 27,- 
000 a year. For Catholics cremation 
is strictly forbidden by decree of 
Pope Leo XIII., dated May 17, 
1886. Curiously enough, about the 
same time a similar prohibition of 
cremation was issued to the Jews 
of Italy by the General Consistory of 
the Rabbins at Turin. Those who 
give directions—after the manner of 
Edmund. Yates arid Du Maurier—for 
the incineration of their bodies after 
death are deprived of the Sacraments 
before passing away and of Chris­
tian burial afterwards. Among the 
reasons which prompted this decree 
was the fact that cremation had 
been notoriously adopted by the 
Freemasons and other infidel associ­
ations of, continental' Europe as a 
public expression of thëir disbelief in 
the doctrine of the resurrection and 
of the truer and higher life that lies 
beyond death' and the grave. It is, 
of course, needless to remind our 
readers that the reduction of the 
body by fire offers no impediment to 
its future resurrection, for God's Al­
mighty power can effect Its reinte­
gration whether it be merged In the 
efvth from which it was token, or 
devoured by wild beasts, or ' dis­
solved into gaseous elements by the 
action’ of a furnace. The catacombs 
of Rome were the receptacles of the 
ashes of some of the early martyrs. 
But a general feeling has during all 
times existed in favor of committing 
the bodies of our dead to the kindly 
earth. Christians have thus long ta- 
eitly expressed their belief that, in 
the Scripture phrase, our body is 
planted as a seed in the earth, out 
hWI we hope to, will:
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X Patrick Farrpll, of Peters- 
vilte. Queens County, one of the old­
est priests m the Province of New 
Brunswick, died at the Mater Mise- 
ritordiae Home on Sydney street, 
j®?* week, after a comparatively 
brief illness.

Fattier Farrell was a native of 
County DoWn, Ireland, but he spent 
the greater part of his life in this 
province, and in the diocese of St. 
John. Originally a civil engineer, he 
decided that the ministry was his 
vocation, and he was the first priest 
ordained here by Bishop Connolly. 
Thirty or forty years ago he was 
stationed in this city, and since then 
his home has been at Petersville. His 
mission was a large one, including a 
church at Oromocto, but he per­
formed the duties of his office with­
out assistance until within a recent 
period. Of late he had the assist­
ance of Father McDermott.

In the chapel at the Home, Mass 
was offered by Rev. A. Poirier for 
the repose of the soul of the deceas­
ed. The remains were, on the day of 
the funeral, conveyed to the Cathe­
dral, followed by a lengthy proces­
sion, the pall-bearers being John 
Allen, John L. Carleton, J. H. Doo- 
dy, P. J. O’Keefe, T. P. Regan and 
Thomas Kickham. At the doors of 
the Cathedral the remains were met 
by His Lordship Bishop Casey, the 
clergy and altar boys, and the pro­
cession, with Rev. B. Savage as 
cross-bearer, wended its way to the 
sanctuary, inside the rails of which, 
before the main altar, the body was 
deposited. The Office was then sung 
after which His Lordship the coad­
jutor bishop celebrated solemn Re­
quiem Mass, assisted by Rev. J. J. 
Walsh as deacon, Rev. E. Savage as 
sub-deacon, and Rev. J. J. O'Dono­
van as high priest. Rev. F. J. Mc- 
Murray was master of ceremonies.

On the conclusion of Mass, Rev. H. 
A. Meahan of Moncton, ascended the 
pulpit and made a brief address.

His Lordship the coadjutor bishop 
next pronounced the «.final absolu­
tion, and the ceremony was brought 
to a close. The remains were carried 
from the sanctuary to the hearse by 
Rev. A. Roy, superior of St. Jos­
eph s College, Memramcook; Rev. W.
F. Chapman, Woodstock; Rev. F L 
Carney, Dobec; Itev. J. Carson, Al­
bert County. Rev. C. Collins, Fair- 
ville; Rev. J. Feeney, C.SS.R., St. 
John, I. J.D. Landry in the mean­
while playing the Dead March on the 
the Cathedral chimes.

The funeral cortege then proceeded 
to the new Catholic cemetery, where 

large lot is set apart for priests. 
Father Farrell is the first interred in 
it. The prayers at the grave wçre re­
cited by Rev. F. J. McMurray, as 
sisted by Fathers Carney, O'Dono 
van. Savage, McDermott, Chapman, 
Borgman and Feeny.— The Free­
man.

CATARRHAL 
DEAFNESS.

Car.

There never will be a treatment for 
Deafness that will cure all cases. 
Such a thing is ridiculous and im­
possible. There never will be a treat­
ment that will cure every case of any 
disease. The treatment that cures the 
majority of cases of any diseased 
condition is a great boon and a god­
send to men.

Nearly every case of deafness re­
sults from catarrh. Many, many are 
the patients afflicted with deafness 
that I have cured after they had 
tried ear specialists in vain, simply 
by curing the catarrh.

Until within a few years most of 
the disuses ci the ear were pro­
nounced incurable, and even to-day 
this belief is widespread. Fortunate­
ly there is an error, for nearly all 
the diseases of the car are curable.

Do not listen to the advice of those 
who tell you that your deafness has 
lasted so long that nothing else can 
be done for it. Very many who have

been deaf for years can be entirely 
cured, ami- still many others who 
are rendered by their deafness total­
ly unfit to transact business, or have 
intercourse with their friends, can 
receive enough benefit to make them 
useful citizens, and a comfort and a 
blessing to their homes, and the 
community at large.

Therefore TAKE NO HISK! Do not 
let a trouble of the ear of any kind 
run on from week to week, month 
to month, or perhaps, year to year, 
until the parts arc so completely de­
stroyed that there is little hope of 
regaining this valuable and import­
ant sense.

THC SYMPTOMS OF DISEASE OF THE EARS.
Deafness and ear troubles result 

t»*hi >:uas,ne along the to»-

OO.

frobi thetachinn tube thul leads 
throat to the ear.

Is your hearing failing?
Are your ears dry and scaly?
Do your curs discharge?
Do your ears itch and burn?
Have you pain behind the ears?
Is there a throbbing in the ears?
Do you have ringing in the ears? 

re there crackling sounds heard? 
dftys?y°Ur hCaring 1,11,1 un u*°udy

Do you have ear-ache occasionally1! 
ing?C hCrC SOUnds like steam escap

When you blow your nose 
ears crack?

Do noises in your curs keep vou 
awake?

Hear better some days than others?
Do you hear noises in cars?
Is hearing worse when you have a 

cold?
Answer the above questions, cut 

them out, and send them to me. I 
will then diagnose your case free, 
and will write you out a plain des­
cription, and tell you whut to do 
to get well.

<*i» rrh Specialist 7 to 13 Donne Street, Boston.

OF GREAT INTEREST.
ties tn'wTnM1 Sale nfCarp,tS * affordl"g bona fide opportune
ties to householders and institutions requiring Carpets, Rugs and Curtains
Discounts are most liberal m order to effect a speedy clearance before moving 
into new premises cm St. Catherine street. moving

Counti y and mail orders get all the advantages of our discounts.
1884 Notre Dame 8t.,
2446 St. Catherine St.THOMAS LIGGET, Montreal

J -A arXTART

EARING DISCOUNT SHE!
Stock-taking is bringing into view 

m all depts. lines which, for one rea­
son or another, we deem it advis­
able to clear out at prices far be­
low cost. As these are great money- 
savors to the purchasers, and as a 
rule very limited in quantity, it will 
pay economical shoppers to visit our
or°tworeqUenUy iOV thC ncXt wcek

A lot of Slightly Soiled While- 
wear, consisting of Chemises, Draw­
ers. Night-Dresses, Corset Covers; to 
clear at greatly reduced prices, and 
20 per cent, extra discount,

A lot of Snihple Whitewear, special­
ly nice goods, to clear at greatly re­
duced prices.

Boys Blanket Overcoats, with 
capuchin, lined with tweed or flan­
nel. to clear at reduced prices, less 
20 per cent, extra discount.

Boys' Reefers in Heavy Cloth, 
warmly lined, at reduced prices, less 
-0 |K-r cent, extra discount.

A lot of Boys’ 2 and 3-piece Suits, 
very fine patterns, regular prices 
V . to $7•r,°: clearing prices $2.10 to $4.50.

Children s Bonnets, embroidered, 
«wadded. while they lost. 25c

A fine lot of Skating Skirts, to 
clear at $3.45.

A lot of Mercerized and Marino 
Skirts, slightly faded, to clear at 
69c 87c, $1.39, $1.87 and $2.34. 

Flannelette Underwear at special

JDHN MURPHY < CO.
»•«* #t. «hetherlme fllnM, earner of 

Jlotenlfe Street.
***** *ASII TtlepkcneOpm

TMot

PICTURESQUE POINTS.

"Views of picturesque points along 
the line of the G.T.R." is the title 
of the latest publication issued. by 
the Grand Trunk Railway System. 
It is an admirably got up work, and 
the illustrations, of which it is al 
most entirely composed, are well 
printed-. The views comprise scenes 
in the Highlands of Ontario, includ­
ing Muskoka and Kawartha Lakes, 
and the Georgian Bay islands; also 
on the River St. Lawrence, the White 
Mountains of Maine, and New Hamp­
shire, and the Atlantic sea coast. 
It makes a valuable and very appro­
priate souvenir.

ST. BRIDGET S NIGHT REFUGE.

Report for week ending Sunday, 
20th January, 1901 :—Males 347, 
females 49. Irish 208, French 151, 
English 17, Scotch and other na­
tionalities 20. Catholics 860, Pro­
testants 36. Total 396.

EVERY CATHOLIC YOUNG MM
SHOULD POSSESS A COPY OP

“tm catholic inDHvi
MAHVAI. CP

innccnan ah» pbatsm»
For all seasons of the Ecclesiastical 
Year. Compiled by a Religious, under 
the immédiate supervision of Re% H. 
Rouxat P. S. S., Professor of Moral 
Theology, Grand Seminary, Montreal, 
Canada.

It contains Liturgical Frayera, In­
dulgences, Devotions and Pious Exer­
cises for every occasion, and for all 
seasons of the Ecclesiastical Year.

718 pages, 4 full page illustrations, 
flexible doth, round comers. Price 
7$

...PUBLISHED BY...

It's so easy to furnish a nice home, at a small cost—if you 

attend our Janùary Sale. Everything is marked in plain figures,
and the color of the ticket denotes the discount :

Yellow, 20 p e. Red, 30 p c. Pink, 10 p.c
We store and insure free and deliver when wanted

RENAUD,KING& PATTERSON
652 Craig Street. 2442 St. Catherine Street.

THE COOPERATIVE FUNERAL EXPENSE SOCIETY
17B6 St. Catherine Street.

The Only Society Incorporated and Offering Solid Guarantees.
CAPITAL, - $30,000.

S UBSCEIPTIOJVS :
From Birth to B Years........................................................ $1.00 Per Year

1 B Year» to 80 Years............................................... 7gc .<
* SO •• to 4B " ............................................. l oo
4 4B ** to 63 44   1.80 44
4 BB 44 to 68 44   2.80 44

SPECIAL Tills FO* PRIMONS OVER 65 YEARS OF A«I. 
Ftrat-etaM Private Fanerais at Moderate Prices.

W. A. "NVAYLAND,
Bill Thu lest lass. Much. Til. 663. GENERAL MANAGER.

At QUEBEC.
February 4th to Oth.

For the above Round-trip Tickets will be sold 
to QITEBKC at loweit

ONE WAY FIRST-CLASS FARE
Tickets good, going. Feb. 2nd to 7th. inclusive, 

art! valid for return on ir before Feb Uth, 1901.
For further particulars apply to any Agent of 

the Urand Trunk Railway tijetem.
CltyTIrketomee*. |»7 Ht. James Street 

♦end tfonaveninreMtstlos.

NOTICE.
ad-The testamentary executors, 

ministrators, fiduciary legatees 
der the testament of the late Charles 
Theodore Viau, in his lifetime manu­
facturer of Montreal, will apply to 
the Legislature of Quebec, at its 
next session, for an act authorizing 
them, in so far as may be necessary:

1. To effect a loan, the proceeds 
of which shall be used, amongst 
other purposes, towards facilitating 
the establishment of purchasers on 
the property belonging to estate 
Viau at Maisonneuve and Longue 
Pointe.

2. To hypothecate the immovables 
and pledfex; the assets of the estate 
for said loan.

3. To invest the capital sums of 
the estate otherwise than directed 
by law or by the said will in case 
circumstances should occur in wflich 
it would be more advantageous to 
do so.

4. To do other acts of administra­
tion of minor importance.

TAILLON, BONIN & MORIN.
Solicitors for applicants.

Montreal, January 15, 1901.

NOTICE.
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THE NEW BISHOP OF PORTLAND.

At the last meeting of the Congre­
gation of the Propaganda, the Rev. 
Father M. C. O'Brien was appointed 
Bithop of Portland, Me.

Father O'Brien was born in Coun­
ty Kerry, near Killamey, Ireland, 
Oct. 20, 1841. He finished hie ear­
lier classical studies in Ireland, and 
in 1860 came to this country, land­
ing in New York. The following 
spring he entered St. Charles' Col­
lege in Maryland, and remained 
there until September, 1861, when 
he entered St. Mary's Seminary in 
Baltimore.

He was ordained in September of 
1865, at the Cathedral in Portland 
Me., during the term of Bishop Ba­
con, although he was fourteen 
months under the canonical age. The 
ceremony was possible only by spe­
cial dispensation.

id In different parts of toe 
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permanent rector of St. Mary's par­
ish of that city and vicar-general of 
the Maine diocese.

Father O'Brien is a man of great 
ability, and is renowned for his 
scholarly attainments. He speaks 
seven languages fluently, and is a 
master of English.

In September, 1890, Father O'Brien 
celebrated the silver jubilee of his 
priesthood. In 1898 Bishop Healy 
appointed him vicar-general of the 
diocese, as a successor to Father 
John W. Murphy. Father O'Brien is 
very popular among Catholics and 
non-Catholics alike.

It is now proposed, if possible, to 
have the Bishop’s seat of the Maine 
diocese removed from Portland to 
Bangor. Numerous petitions to that 
effect have been sent to the Congre­
gation of the Propaganda at Rome, 
and it is hoped that a favorable ver­
dict will be received. It Is argued 
that Portland is not in the centre 
of the diocese, t 
two parishes ar 
that city. Tftp 
with to<

The testamentary executors of the F. X. 
BEAUDRY estate will petition the Quebec 
Legislature, at its next session, to be au­
thorized to mortgage certain immovable 
property.

LeBLANC A BROSRARD,
29—6 Attorneys for Petitioners.

NOTICE
Is hereby given that application will bo 

made to the Parliament of Canada, at next 
session thereof, for an Act to incorporate 
“THE LAURENTIAN ASSURANCE 
CORPORATION,” for the purpose of car­
rying on the business of Fire and Maiine 
Assurance, and having its chief office in 
the Oity of Montreal, In the Province of 
Quebec.

Montreal, 7th January, 1901.
WHITE, O’HALLORAN A BUCHANAN, 

Solicitors lor Applicants.
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