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1966 NOVETHE FARMER’S 1
Up’* a way to do things. But underneath this 

"This is not a new doctrine we are preaching. y£neer the “no-training” of their youth. They
'Thttm arfvoeated for many years the in- ^ not competent either as farm-hands or as
STettn TN.1r^dy° or Z .Mdy o, m -v. . —*»* «> .

rrss-i» et,* ~ s £
to the already overburdened course, but as W^Q ^ to want to prop up the walls of the
ynnin subject or trunk to which the other studies yillage hotel or loafing place. Suggest school to

branches It appears to us that them, and they hoot at you. Why they are be- are related as branches. it appe fw ’ school age, and don’t “half to go to
if an unprejudiced educator was .. d gchool.” Talk to their parents and they will,
rural Quebec an educational system best • Jam#nt to you that their “children just dreaded
to its needs he would certainly make more of the ^ gQ tQ sch0ol, and they were glad when they 
study of coutitry life. He would also give decid- didn>t *hafl* to send them.” Their excuses are : 
ed prominence to studies that prepare the chil- “WeH. they didn’t like the teacher or “They

FARMER'S ADVOCATE AMD BOMB MAOAZIMB ,or livinK the ^oL^wortS Wouldn’t b^r to°go in* cfass with a’lot of little
to published every Thuredey. lives. As most of them will become wuincio kids”—etc
KwZùiï* eSTto and homemakers it is essential that they receive

toehes the most prsetleel. relUUe endproBtTbU 
non tor fermera, dairymen, gardener», etoekmen ■

«1 any publication la Canada.
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. 4. I write of reason 4 with pleasure. The father 

Instruction in subjects that will train their fin- of a large famiiy said to me “I never had much edu- 
gers to work and their eyes to see, and that will cation myself, and I have felt the need of It, and

I made up my mind to give my .children the best 
I could give them.”

Now, Mr. Editor, Mr. McCready, Mr. Wilde, 
Christian Guardian and others :—

(a) Are you satisfied with the education the 
Department is dealing out to our country boys
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OP SUBSCRIPTION.—Ib Canada, England, Ireland* prepare them for the great work of living.
wh„N7otZ^d‘t,id“ n’S: Trit* Sound sense this, is it not? The writer ex-

*2.80 par year ; all ether countries 12».; in advance.
-Single Insertion, 26 cents per Una,

Contract rates furnished op application.
*• **■ FABMBB’S ADVOCATE to sent to subscriber» until --not be engrafted as a separate subject on an

-
to be dtocontlnued. Perhaps this is putting it a little strongly, but (C) Do you not think the results would be

B. «EMITTANCES should he mad* direct to ue. either by certainly the new phases of education, such as better if the antiquated Trustee System now in
° V When med^^herwtoeIwetwiuWnothbT'reapônâlble.™ nature study, school gardening, manual training vogue were replaced by a Union or County Board

*. THE DATE on YOUR LABBL show» to what time yonr and domestic science should not be regarded as Trustees avmg con ro over a per aining
to paid. . , . , .to educational matters m the county, leavmg to

superficial additions, but rather as an integral t^e gyetioQ supervision of the school premises ? 
part of rural schooling, -and as such should be (d) Do you not think there should be a 
knit as intimately as possible with the literary woman on every school board ?

(e) Do you not think a Board for each Town
ship would be better than a County Board, and 
then have a Convention for these Trustees the 
same as the Teachers’ Convention ?

(f) Can you tell me the use of having so 
many absentees in the schools when the law pro
vides for a child attending every school-day unless 
sickness prevents ? The teacher has a record of 
those who are chronic offenders, but who is to 
insist on their regular attendance ? Personal 
reasons prevent many trustees from doing so, and

___ _ in the language of the schoolyard : “The teacher
Where the Country Schools Fail, dassent.”

(g) Do you ever attend an annual meeting in 
your section, and notice the interest or lack of in
terest the ratepayers show in educational 
matters ? Kindly do so this year.

Every occupation, every walk in life demands 
efficiency, no matter if the job be washing kettles 
or publishing a paper. Those who are started 
right are to be envied, those wKo are not, have 
to spend valuable time unlearning and relearning.

Time was when I was as satisfied with our 
system as is Mr. McCready now, but not since I 
started investigating. The reward I get now is 
to be called “an agitator,” “one with an axe 
to grind,” and a dissatisfied person generally, 
but remember it is the dissatisfied person who 
obtains benefits for the satisfied person, that the

1. The first thing that awakened me was when latter would never obtain for himself. Z*
I took my own daughter home from where she As for Mr. McCready’s plea to all work in ^

directed rather enerificllv tn rnnHiti™» * been attending Public School in Toronto, and harmony with the Department, we would only be
directed rather specifically to conditions obtain- sent her to our own village school. In answer too glad to do so. I have been sending children
Ing itf the Province of Ontario, most of it is to my questions as to how the schools compared to school six years, and never a bulletin or leaf-

she told me that she liked the city school much iet from the Department of Education on any
better because it was much more interesting, subject. It would pay them if they would con- 

here, the pupils were taught sewing once a week, suit with or advise us. Farmers are too busy to 
or e Second and Third classes with Domestic keep in touch with educational progress to the 

Science and Manual Training for the Junior and extent they would like, and like young birds they 
enior ourth. Coloring with water colors and shut their eyes, open their mouths and swallow 

crayons also formed a pleasing break in the whatever the Education Department chucks .down, 
monotony of lessons, and their work was critici- without question.
zed twice a month by a competent critic. Once in a while the farmer chances on

some book or bulletin showing what other 
countries are doing with regard to their youth ; 
then he awakens and demands as good or better 

In our for his own.

8.
v,

presses a correct conception’ where he urges that 
the study of nature and rural environment shouldMSÊêif
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he Gives.”

8. WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED to Ureset 
Veteriaary or Legal Enquiries, «IDO mast be enclosed.

•8. LBTTBBS Intended tor publication should be written on 
•ne eide el the paper only.

It* OHANQB OF ADDRESS.—Subscribers when ordering a di«»p 
«* address should give the old ee weB ee the new P.O. address. 

IB. WB INVITE FAHMBHS to write ns on any agricultural 
Wn are always pUeaed to receive practical articles.

— ------ee we consider valuable we wiu pay tea cents
per l»«h printed matter. Orttideme ol Articles, Suggestions 
How 10 ..Improve ” The Farmer's Advocate end Home 

" Deeeripttoea of Hew Gratae, Boots or Vegetable» 
Fartlculnre ol Experiments Tttad, or 

Improved Methods of Cultivation, are ssch and ell welcome. 
0o.BP<kiït,0“. sent as mast not be furnished other papers 

ah» they have appeared la oar ed 
r wfll be retarned on receipt of postage.

4M ALL OOMMUNI CATION 8 In refereaee to any matter oon-
ui ^2 w ■»» — b‘-lddrt~d « “»*■

mmunkatlons will receive no attention. In 
“ Fall Name and Poet-oOce Address Mast

■Until they are so knit.and academic phases, 
they will not be likely to receive serious atten
tion from the general run of teachers, trustees,

I tratepayers or children, and even if they did re
ceive attention, would fail of their highest pur
pose and greatest benefit. The whole curriculum 
of the rural school must be recast, and the new 
phases properly correlated with the old.
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Rejected

Editor “ The Farmer’s Advocate ” :
The world sure loves a “bonny fighter,” and 

your knock-out blow to unpractical education and 
educationists has certainly earned you that title, 
as well as arrested the attention" of those who 
think and solve problems.

_____  with the
JRAdr——THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE, or 

THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LIMITED),
London, canada.
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I should like to tell you why I wrote those 
methods must continue to be perfected if the vie- “whys.” Then your critics will better under
tones recently won are to be duplicated at the 8tand who8e cause we are championing. Let 
h-ifmo_v . _ .. . , , . these same critics attend the pwblic school in theirhalf-century mark, when soils have felt the dram immediate neighborhood, and ascertain whether
of cropping and cultural methods really count. the same conditions do not prevail there as I am

describing.
they will fall in line and clamor for .better instruc
tion in the things that count.

NtIf they are honest with themselves Editor
Recast the Rural Curriculum» Me
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While a considerable proportion of our criti
cism of educational ideals and methods has been

quite applicable to other communities as well. 
The English edition of the Journal of Agricul
ture and Horticulture, official organ of the Que
bec Council of Agriculture, criticizes the school 
system of that Province on much the 
grounds.

same

"In a recent campaign for the betterment of 
rural schools attention was frequently called to, uPon inquiry I found out that the Public-
the great lack of interest in. the schools by the school curriculm provided for the teaching of
ratepayers themselves. We are of the opinion Sewing and Manual Training, but so far as Rural

Schools are concerned it is a dead letter, 
own case when it was brought before the Trustees 
to have sewing taught, it was turned down 2 to 
1, although we have two lady teachers for be
tween 50 and 60 pupils.
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that the main cause of this serious condition of
affairs was not clearly brought out and empha
sized sufficiently at the meetings. So long as 
parents continue to see children turned out from 
schools poorly prepared for life’s battle on the 
farm, so long will lack of interest prevail. For 
years they have observed that the young people 
have but little sympathy with feirm and country

OUR GOVERNMENT
catches the farmer and the larmer’s wife by 
means of Institutes, which tell them how to do 
things correctly, but it leaves the farmer’s boys 
and girls alone until they have spent one quarter 
of their natural life before they are roped in.

OUR GOVERNMENT
provides well for juvenile offenders, and provides 
well for older offenders, but overlooks the fact 
that it would be cheaper and more satisfactory 
altogether to prevent there being juvenile offen
ders.

one large and constantly increasing 
family in our section that I have in mind 
illustration.

as an
The father works hard and I think 

One cannot raise ten 
dozen children without doing some work.

life ; and for years they have watched the long mother was a home girl who picked 
procession to the cities and towns. The real knowledge of housework.

the how

the mother does. or a 
The►

up her 
She never was taught 

can sheor why of things, so how
They come to school when 

they like, improperly fed and not always properly 
clothed. No one worries when they are absent, 
which is a goodly portion of the time, 
do come they

trouble, in our humble judgment, lies in the 
course of studies pursued in the rural schools. 

“There is a great need for a reconstruction of

teach the children.
WiCREDO—I BELIEVE.

And now a few words as to Mr. McCready’» 
Articles of Belief.

With No. 1 I disagree, because if we have the 
best system in the world, why are there so many 
of the ‘‘native born” who are barely able to read
and write ?

With No. 2 I heartily agree.
With No. 3 I partially agree, but would add . 

as well inspected as it is possible to be consid
ering the number of schools to be visited, 
o tr district there are 110 teachers, which mean»
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the courses of studies so as to meet the require
ments of rural life.

When they 
but half-supplied with pencils 

The,\ are ignorant of the first prin- 
. . . , , c'Pl° °f hygiene People give them clothes, hut

A knowledge of their knowledge of sewing is limited and there is 
no one to 1 or-ch them.
riL'h'. :<!:•] if they don’t, all ripfht—they wn *.r 1 hem 
just the same.

Surely it is time that our
and hunks.country children learn about the things which 

make up their environment, 
these common every-day things, weeds, birds, in
sects, soils, crops and animals, is very essential 
to ! he farmer who pretends to be more than a 
cl oil h-.N-al vi".
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