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278 THE FARMERS ADVOCATE. July 15, 1895 m

The Nova Scotia Farmers’ Association. I the general manures, and piecing out. with com- 
by our special maritime correspondent mercial fertilizers. Sow peas or clover in orchards, 
At the recent meeting of the Nova Scotia Legis- ±L^n(iund?r ft 8upp.ly nitrogen. Cultivate the 

lature an Act was passed for the organization of a ?™bard d®e,Vo th« 1BKm*. and, gradually shallow 
Farmers’ Association, consisting of representative ^wardsthe fa 1 Cultivation also serves as a mulch 
delegates sent from the various Agricultural durl“« dry spells. See that your orchard is thor-

Association, which took place July 3rd. The last- train,the tf6.6 each year never leaving it until old 
named society, which has been doling grand work a«®^a8 ®la}Ped lt-,.If tbls ,has bfen neglected, 
for the farmers for the last eleven yelrs was given hmbs judiciously in winter, letting the
the opportunity to amalgamate with the new !,ght »nt° the top and treat the wounds with a coat- 
movement which they did, thus rendering them lu? "fPa'ntAor shebac and a.lcohob. Spraying for 
assistance from a financial standpoint, as well as an destruction of insects and fun-
increase of interest. The object of the new Associ- g°us gr°wths is the only remedy for these pests and 
ation is to hold each year an annual meeting in ZZ / inf.,8prlfnfg bf0F.e buds
some section of the Province, forming, as it were, ÎKS?' a°d .b.® continued until after fruit sets, 
a Farmers’ Parliament, being visited bv renresenta- .F ternal vigilence must be the watchword. By a 
tive men from each coimtyf and exchanging ideas *?r,,es ?f charts, the Professor illustrated the essen- 
of mutual worth, giving and receiving ginfou tialApf°^ts ln hls «^dress.
mation bearing directly upon farm operations, ad- .. At th? evening meeting Dr. Lawson explained 
dressed by the best lecturers to be obtained, bring- Ahe Posions of the Act under which the Farmers 
mg their views before the Government and the Association was to be organized, and the rules and 
public, formulating their grievances, and suggest- !?*"latl??s ®f the Government concerning the 
mg any needed legislation ; the Association to be ?e u explained the salient features of
under the direct management of the farmers, re- ^°rgTf1?a^??'and lntrod“ced Premier Fielding, 
ceivmg a liberal subsidy each year from the thab the Qew organization was designed to
Local Government. This seems to be a popular “ JL., ne w?pts,of tbe far“er andto pr°“ot? the 
move in the right direction. The meetiiigwas agn^Lt,lr¥ }PteFeats the province. The farm- 
largely-attended. Among those present who ad- 4 th? ¥se of a”, industries, comprising
dressed the Association was Premier Fielding; Dr. I largest part of our population. It was hard to 
Geo. Lawson, Secretary for Agriculture ; Col. Wm hnd wbat tbe. farmers wanted ; a common 
Blair, Nappan Experiment Nation ; Prof. E. E gr°u.nd was needed where they could meet and 
Faville, School ofllorticulture ; J. Rufus Starr, ldeas- , f Farmers Parliament’ was
President Dairymen’s Association ; and A. B fche outcome, and in its formation the Government 
Black. were striving to fill a long-felt want. With this

At the first session J. Rufus Starr spoke of the e?,d inr vifw’ tb® Government were willing to pro­
work that had been carried on by the old Associa- vlde f,,nds- His presence added greatly to the 
tion, and of the excellent results which had accrued enc°uragewent of the new organization, 
from steady and persistent work. He carefully „ p^Vicil Fu Association on
reviewed the work of the Association during the 1 Farming. He heartily believed in the
past few years, of its many benefits to farmers be- ^J,g t k r ““ÎTÏÏ?*? ! Association and
fore whom numerous and practical addresses had the n?w one. He believed that farmers should re- 
been given by leading men. He urged the need of g^rd tbc‘r calhng asf a profession, putting it side by 
an increase of education in agriculture, advocating th otb®F Profe8S,°ns. He referred to expen-
the benefits to be derived from the amalgamation ? ®^sr,HCarr!ed ,on at the Farm. at Nappan. If 
of the associations. The afternoon session was „aiimei? desired to raise good grain, the land must 
favored with an addressed by A. B. Black, on £! î y be pilfc ^ gî°,d condition by underdraining, 
“Essential Principles of Successful Farming.” The , 4 Care must be taben to, ,sow good seed. The 
speaker stated four points : (1st) The importance of m growing oats in this country is owing to
having a cultivated mind and ability to utilize it. (2) ?vtbeï p?9r and bjwlly prepared soil, or poor seed ; 
The need of honesty and truthfulness in farm work “,'L1 f<T? best res,l!lts from drilling oats. In 
and farm dealings. (3) The importance of wise Planfclng potatoes use three eyes for best results, 
economy and industry in all farm practices. (4) Be poLato.es work the manure into the
thorough in all you do ; avoid haphazard work ; do //f tb . , an placl“g ln the ,hllls- The spray- 
not neglect any phase of farm duties. How shall *“g£‘pot,2,troe® with Bordeaux mixture for the pre- 
we make farming profitable? By cultivating the yenfcl°n potato rot had met with good results, 
mind—not merely the gaining of a large fund of In,,to nitnl\res' Loi. Blain spoke of the 
knowledge. A man may have his head full of ®bpf-hd way m which many farmers had of corn- 
knowledge and then prove a failure. Facts obtain- Phfi h(eaÇs, old ,of doors. Cut straw was
ed must be compared relatively to one another, înî b St ab9orbe°t of ••qmd manure. He advocated 
sought out, and a process of reasoning developed. r"J-linp^‘ng meadow lands as soon as hay is
Thus stepping-stones are afforded. You may sow glv ng- a lb®ral ,top - dressing. He said
the best seed on an uncultivated soil with unsatis- f^lppef ^aUbiht, u blm tbat ,if a 
factory results. So the mere attainment of know- t ' c f land tbat, needed drain-
ledge without the cultivation of the reasoning tv UFe aS we ’ ,tnd the, blrrner had
faculties will leave a barren field. Be a slave to no ft f„v,“ rt’ wo,^t«,.on® dollar a ton,
man’s opinions, but do not despise the logical state- hp^' f J’ , . uto se y ,tonf and drain
ments of science. Honesty is the best policy. îrn Ja^u’ ?djPply,th® remaining ten tons, than to 
Deception, intrigue, falsehood and roguery may InttZi^ Th» n ,“ndralned and apply the manure 
seem sometimes to succeed in demoralized politics, Tbe address was listened to with much
but they will not pay the farmer. Man is said to Thfquest‘on,s w/re a«ked- , 
have been created upright, but bv these agencies he 4m °o at ?” dn y ??rm,edV aV,d tbe f°l-
has become fearfully twisted at times. Bv all I sipiUrlnf l»1) ^cted : President, .!. B., McKay, 
means practice economy and industry ; these" two ‘.vi(.i! o.’, 1vi(X1pe"P^sldent'r,S- C- I arker, Ber-
elements go hand-in-hand. The danger with the H»ti’n J t ' ice-1 lesident, Geo. C. Lawrence, 
young farmer was “living too fast.” Avoid the pide^km’ Bjvr Co.rni“g’ E- [i
mortgage on the farm even at the sacrifice of More Le Blanr ' A,4iiV r’K \ v' Ferg“son- 
appearances or a few worldly goods. Whatever is Archibnild i /nl 1 rY”1, }',ung- L (
done, let it be done well. Get the best of every- .ln5 ,L.lo1,ron * a ( ' Black, I almouth. secretary 
thing within your reach: The best machinery, the ' L 
best cultivation, the best crops Think nothing too Lucerne (or Alfalfa) — Its Value in Drought 
small for attention. Special attention is often Qlt> Tx ... , g
necessary to keep up the flow of milk in the dairy . SIR’ 1 n th.18 cllmate, in which it seems 
during the dry seasons. Experience had taught 5e 'X'- ■ mcreasingly subject to long-continued 
that to him. The best system was • 1st, a crop of m .®}mlmer, it is necessary to have some
early-sowed oats, peas or vetches ; 2nd, early corn • rel|able soiling crop with which to supplement the 
3rd, mangolds. The speaker, in conclusion, said 1.when flfc b9c.omes Pat ched. For this pur-
that farming would be made a success by every p?se • ,,no!v nothing equal to the lucerne clover; 
common-sense man who would adhere to the above- f!PjClall^i 18 a boon,. tci Giose who have a light, 
stated principles. sandy soil, r rom earliest spring to latest autumn

Prof. Faville then addressed the meeting on 4,Jfn6fK'«f^ furnishing a constant supply of 
“ The needs of the fruit grower.” taking up the glee.n *eed, fit to cut before the fall-sown rye, a 
preparation of the orchard ground ; planting of the lm, ln?re nour>shing food, and lasting until the 
orchard, and its care. Of the seventy or more a'‘ ('l'nn f™stf PPl an end to growth. From a piece 
elements existing in the soil and air about ule ! ,' tb^'v, lG>r s Place-even 111 the very dry season of 
plant, strange to say, the plant utilized but few of 4h!!iC0^S were < u - two for hay and one
these ; only fourteen appear to be essential to ,.„j 8?dlRg’^er”,al”lag g,'ecn at a time when the 
growth and development of plants. Nearly all of AH .l1 -adjoining farms was quite parched,
these abound in sufilicient quantities except nitro- in a nVw Plant, it seems, as
gen, potash and phosphoric acid. In bearing yet’ to be but llU'<“ known Canada. There are 
orchards, and crops of all kinds, these substances I whieh ^le.as Cl”''‘ent w,th regard to it,
are removed in large quantities. The virgin soil )' blcb lnay hav e deterred farmers from sowing it.
no longer existed in Nova Scotia, and its depletion th4 s4ed cit^omfe'V’^h ft° u""''' T Tre toId 
by continued cropping made it necessary that the ai0ne- that „ni ;„ £ eS t.bat it must he sown 
farmer should understand just what substances Sil^tl connection w^ith any gram; .Use 
were needed in the soil, and their economic appli b a , '.sense as t h°e-‘ i Now* this

it”.
preparation of compost: never permitting man- urine of ’if ltlrig ‘ "<lS 'nadt "'th oats, in 1 he 
ure heaps to he exposed to weather: applying iJstilf flourishing - Tim next aUmupt was'n’toe

spring of W, on a piece of rye sown the previous 
fall, about 1] acres, the intention being to cut the 
rye green for hay ; this also was a good catch, but 
when the time came to cut the rye, it was so show­
ery that there was no chance to cure it, and I was 
obliged to let it ripen. In the me&iitiine, the dry,hot 
weather set in, and the rye being an exceedingly 
heavy crop, the lucerne died out, but smdid the red 
cloverunder the same circumstances; on ehat portion 
of the field, however, from which the rye had been 

green for soiling, the lucerne did well, with- 
ding the severe drouth perfectly. That sown 

this spring with oats is looking splendidly so far 
being at this writing (June 27th) nearly as high as 
the oats. It not only yields a large amount of 
feed in a season, but, like all leguminous plants, it 
is a great fertilizer ; it derives its sustenance, in a 
large measure, not only from the atmosphere’, but 
through its immense, succulent roots, from’ the 
lower soil, which it penetrates to a very great 
depth ; this is also the secret of its ability to resist 
the drouth to so great a degree. As hay, it is 
readily eaten both by horses and cattle; but of its 
value, compared with other hay, I am not prepared 
to speak, not having specially tested the matter. 
Perhaps the authorities at some of our experimental 
farms would turn their attention to this question 
for the public benefit, if they have not already 
done so. It is said that it will not succeed on heavy 
soil, perhaps not where the subsoil is a heavy clay, 
but the writer has seen it growing luxuriantly on à 
clay loam. It certainly will not succeed where 
water lies, even for a short time. Lucerne is not 
properly a clover, it belongs to the Medick species 
( Medicttgo Sat ira). It resembles the Melilot in 
foliage, having the narrow triple leaf of that 
plant, but not so coarse in the stem. The 
flower is a dark purple, approaching a blue. It 
should be cut as soon as the first flowers appear, as, 
if allowed to stand too long, it loses it succulent 
quality and becomes hard and woody. If sown 
sufficiently thick it is an excellent crop to clean the 
soil, as few weeds can resist its dense and rapid 
growth, and with such frequent mowings, even the 
Canada thistle would find it hard to survive. It 
may be said to be a permanent crop, lasting from 
eight to ten years, which perhaps is longer than 
would generally be considered desirable to allow it 
to occupy the ground at one time. We can safely 
commend this plant, with the merits which so few 
seem to be acquainted, to the attention of farmers.

Middlesex Co., Ont. G. W. Ferguson.
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Rye=-Its Various Uses.
BY W. A. M’GEACHY, KENT CO., ONT.

Agriculturists in the older provinces of our Do­
minion seem to have come to the conclusion that 
they cannot compete in wheat raising with the 
young and fertile provinces of the West, at the 
prices which have heretofore prevailed, and conse­
quently they are turning their attention to fruit, 
dairying, stock raising, and other branches of farm­
ing that are more profitable, and at the same time 
give their impoverished farms a chance to gain in 
fertility. 6

Rye, on account of the numerous ways in which 
it can be utilized, should prove itself a very profit­
able crop to the average farmer, and especially so to 
the stock and dairy man, and were its merits and uses 
better known, it would be more widely grown. 
In the first place, it makes splendid early fall 
pasture. A stubble field that would otherwise be 
unemployed, when turned over and seeded at the 
rate of two bushels per acre, more or less, accord­
ing to the strength of the soil, will, in the course of 
a few weeks, furnish excellent pasture that is 
relished by all farm stock, and thus help to tide 
over a time when other pasture is scarce.

In our section rye is very often sown broadcast 
ahead of the cultivator, when going through the 
corn the last time. In times of scarcity of pasture, 
spring lambs may be turned in at weaning time, 
with very little damage to the corn. This answers 
the purpose just as well as the stubble field (especi­
ally if the corn be for the silo), except that the 
larger stock must be kept out until the corn is har­
vested, thus making later pasture. For spring 
pasture or green manuring, we have had excellent 
results by drilling it into our corn fields, as soon as 
possible after the corn was cut. By cutting the 
shocks large, and in straight rows, very little 
ground remains unseeded. If the pumpkin vines 
are large and rank, an extra man will be required 
to keep the drill free of them.

As spring pasture it is unexcelled, its rapid 
growth placing it in the front rank for earliness. 
The first few warm days in spring will brighten it 
up, and it will he fit for grazing long in advance of 
ordinary blue grass pasture. At this time i( is 
splendid for sheep with early lambs. With it, and 
a little grain night and morning, we have been able 
to place our February lambs on the market in May, 
and thus procure the top figure for them.

I might mention just here that a small patch 
near the poultry-house will make the hens “sing 
songs of healt hand con tout ment, ’’and also helps them 
fijl the egg basket in the bargain. Several in this 
vicinity drill oats into their rye field. They do not 
ripen exactly together, the rye ripening a little 
sooner, hut as it shells very Jittle, only a small 
quantity is lost, and this, when threshed and 
ground, makes good, strong food for work horses, 
or. in fact, for stock of anv kind.

for green manuring it is said to he excellent. 
One ot our neighbors claims it increased his bean 
crop by one-third. When so used it should he 
ploughed under at least a week or two before the
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