THE SOOTTIS

Reminiscences of the Calton, Glasgow. !nn.ong them would be Wombwell’s men
agerie, o very creditable exhibition, a
circus or two (one sure to be Cook’s) |

BY LACHLAN M'GOWN, NAPANEE, ONT and cousidering that the price of ad
X1 | mittance was generally one penny, they
It was the time for renewing old|would bave been no discredit to the

friendships and forming new Country | best I"”’“'f‘““““' in any of the ligh
lads and lassies came by the thousaunds. | priced institutions in America ; and last
I'be lads ** sturdy chiols,” dressed in |but most importaut of all, three or four
their best ; no coats, but heavy moleskin | temples dedicated to the worship of
nleeved waistooats, frout of substantial, | ' Thalia and Melpomene,” or better
bright-colored tweed, buttoned low down | known as ** penny gaffs.” Most of them
and high enough to show the spotless | were huge affairs, that must have heen
linen, relieved by a sprig of heather in | 4 risky investment for the proprietor, as

H OANADIAN,

the lapel, a 1artan tie round his neck,
and a broad bonnet of the Kilmarnock
order on his head, his feet heavily shod
with tackety shoes, and in his haod a
whip, the lash tied with a bright ribbon ;
rough and ready at fight or frolic, his
form straight as a rawmrod, strovg as an
ox, and gentle as a lamb; to the
ignorant seemingly an uncultivated boor,
but once know him, and jou will find
that he can sing like a mavis dance
light as a feather, and, with a grace
uatural to hiw, make love to his bounie
assie in gentle words worthy of
Chesterfield, and proceeding from »
wouth & duchess might be proud Lo
kiss, And the lassics were just like
country girls eferywhere, brimfal of
fun, curiosity and love. Our city folk
were often amused with the exuberance
of conduct in Jocky and Jenunyv as they
warched arm in arm, taking shows
aud buying fairings, but it was unsafe
to poke fun at Jock

With country lads and lassies and
town folk alike, there was but one pur
pose, and that to see the shows on the
green T'hat meant everything in the
expression ‘‘gavn doon to the fair.'
And once there, what a sight and noise;
the musical din was tremendous ; every
imaginable iustrument was heard, in
cluding the bagpipe, and every one
seemed to play a different tune. Water
loo flies, or swings, and merry-go-rounds
were plentiful, chiefly patronized by the
young people. Every spare corner was
occupied by sweety stands, barrows with
ice cream, lemonade, and shooting for
nuts, *'Cheap Johos,"” and a host of other
similar attractions; and not among
the least, the cheap  dancing booths
with their flaming inscriptions,
“peony reels during the fair,’
which were patronized chiefly by our
conntry friends. On the westside of the
ground, and extending from the bridge
to the foot of the Saut-Market, were
closely grouped a motley crowd of vans
or side shows, with wonderful collee
tions of wax figures, dwarfs and learned
pigs, giants and spake charmers, and
overy attraction of the kind familiar to
sight-reers to-day. There was a pe
culiar feature in all, (I wonder if itis
part of the modern show); they were all
directly under royal authority, as the
legend set in gold leaf and vermilion in
formed the liegemen of Glasgow. And
the mild-manvered, grandly-dressed
gentleman who stood on the front in
viting the ladies and gentlemen to walk
up and see the greatest curiosity in the
world, and whom ouar youth and country
friends believed to be a nobleman or
duke, at least, in disguise, or dowu on
his luck, as the crowd passed iu, never
failed to remind them * that this great
show had been exhibited before the
guneen, and the members of the Royal
family, and all the other crowned heads
in Kurope, and was now just before
leaving for Awerics, open for a few
days to the nobility
City of Glasgow, and all for the small
sum of one penny."”

But the great feature of the fair, and
where the crowds were gathered most,
wis on the cast side of the ground

gentry of the |

| they only remained a week or two be
| fore and after the fair woek, and they
| were uot unsubstantial  stroctures
Awong them, and considered the best,
was Miller's show. David Prince Miller
was & man of uncommon energy, good
| chaeacter, and quiic an enthusiast in
| what be considered & pure and honest
calling. He v as very unfortunate : he
built several shows on the green, some
| of them of mueh higher order than a
[ penny gaff.”” Old Heery Alexander, of
the Theatre Royal in Dunlop street, said
he bad no right to interfere with his
vested cluim to the higher drama, so
poor Miller was always at law with
Alex., and worse than all, his ex

pensive erections were burnt. With |

pluck deserving of a better fate, be re-
| built with always the same result. |
| believe he died very poor. Then there
was Chambers', Cadogan's and Calvert's
shows, with other names I forget now
| They were all alike in appearance, and
| in the character of the performance out
| side and in, and it is with pleasure 1 can
| aflirm that, though the performance at
these * penny gaffs " was not often of &
very higl: order of wmerit, it was very
seldom debasing, aud certainly superior
in morals to the sensationalism, misvam
lmi dramatic representation, which now
disgracesthe Amwerican mimor stage. Rob
Roy, the Lady of Lyous, Don Ciwesar de
Bazon, Guy Mapnering, Dumb Mao of
Maunchester, and similar plays, were the
usual representations, and finished up
with a roaring farce. All were g
| well received by the audwn
the performers, though the greater num

ber wore about equa! $o the mediocrity
and kept their hufnl on public favor, by
an exaggerated style, or with some
popular catch phrase well brought
in, there were & few who possessed
histrionicability of a very high order, and
had few to excel them. even among
the stars of the profession, and though
the surroundings seemed to be unfair

able to the growth of excellence, many
a star has had reason to be proud that
he ouce shone before the approving
nod of the gods in a ** penny gafl."" I re

member Webster, who was unquestion.
ably at that time, with the exception of
[ Makey, the original Bailie, the best
| delineator of the Bailie, and Dandy
Dinmount who had appeared before the
footlights. There was Will Parry of
l('nlvurl,‘n. & host in himself in general
| utility work, always & favorite, whether
|ina* pvnu*’ gafl,” or & theatre with three
’tmu And there were others whom 1
am unable to name, but known to the
youth acd manhood long ago, in name
and worth,  familiar in our own mouths
as household words."”

(To be continued )
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Dr. Carson’s Bitters create appetite, cure
pepsia, and banish biliousness. 64 doses,
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Cheapect and newest styles in the City |
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‘CLOTHINC HOUSE ON EARTH.

C.MARTIN &Co. it

ConKiING 8 WeSTMARKET STS. ToronTO.
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FREE! FREE! FREE!

“'I'wo FKriends”
This Handsome Engraving will be given away Free to
any one sending us 50 cents for Three Months
Subseription to the

Saturday Ledger

All are welcome to call and see this beauti-
ful picture if they subscribe to the
Ledger or not.

Address Saturday quger -~ Toronto, Canada.

For the Bload

THE BLOOD I8 THE LIFE
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is remedy is ranteed 10 be an absolut
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Price, $1.00 per bottle, or
3 bottles for $2.50
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OZONE SPECIFIC CO.
Oanada Life Buliding - TORONTO, WY,




