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It wan the time for renewing old 
friendships and forming new Country 
lads and lassie» camo by the thousands 
The lads “sturdy chiols,” dressed in 
their best ; no coats, but heavy moleskin 
sleeved waistcoats, front of substantial, 
bright-colored tweed, buttoned low down 
and high enough to show the spotless 
linen, relieved by a sprig of heather in 
the lapel, a >artsu tie round hi» neck, 
and a broad bouuct of the Kilmarnock 
order on his head, his feet heavily shod 
with taokety shoes, and in his hand a 
whip,the lash tied with a bright ribbon ; 
rough and ready at fight or frolic, his 
form straight as a ramrod, stroi'g as an 
ox, and gentle as a lamb ; to the 
ignorant seemingly an uncultivated boor, 
but once know him, aud y-.u will find 
that he can sing like a mavis dance 
light as a feather, aud, with a grace 
natural to him, make love to his bouuie 
lassie in gentle words worthy of 
Chesterfield, aud proceeding from e 
mouth a duchess might be proud wo 
kiss. Aud the lassies wore just like 
country girls everywhere, brimful of 
fan, curiosity and love Our city folk 
were often amused with the exulaorauce 
of conduct in Jocky aud Jenny as they 
marched arm in arm, taking shows 
aud buying fairings, but it was unsafe 
to poke fun at Jock.

With country lads aud lassies and 
town folk alike, there was but one pur­
pose, and that to see the shows on the 
green. That meant everything in the 
expression “gauu doon to the fair." 
Aud once there, what a sight and noise ; 
the musical din was tremendous ; every 
imaginable instrument was heard, in 
eluding the bagpi|ie, aud every one 
seemed to play a different tune. Water­
loo Hies, or swings, and merry-go-rounds 
were plentiful, chiefly patronized by the 
young i»eopIe. Every spare corner was 
occupied by sweety stands, barrows with 
ice cream, lemonade, aud shooting for 
uuts, ‘'Cheap Johns, ' and a host of other 
similar attractions; and not among 
the least, the cheap dancing b->oth8 
with their flaming inscriptions, 
" iwuuy rc-eh during the fair," 
which were patrouizod chiefly by our 
country friends. On the west side of the 
ground, aud extending from the bridge 
to the foot of the Sant Market, were 
closely grouped a motley crowd of vaus 
or side shows, with wonderful collec­
tions of wax figures, dwarfs aud learned 
pigs, giants ami snake charmers, and 
every attraction of the kind familiar to 
sight-peers to day There was a pe 
culiar feature in all, (I wonder if it is 
part of the modern showi; they were all 
directly under royal authority, as the 
legend s<-t in gold loaf ami vermilion in 
formed the liegemen of Glasgow And 
the mild-mannered, grandly-dressed 
geutlemau who stood on the front in­
viting the ladies and gentlemen to walk 
up and see the greatest curiosity in the 
world, aud whom our youth and country 
friends behoved to be a nobleman or 
duke, at least, in disguise, or down ou 
bis luck, as the crowd passed in, never 
failed to remind tbem “ that this great 
show had been exhibited liefore the 

neon, and the members of the Itoyal 
'aruily, and all the other crowned beads 
in Knro|ie, aud was now just before

among them would be Wombwell's men 
agorie, a very creditable exhibition, a 
circus or two (one sure to be Cook’s) : 
auu considering that the price of ad 
mittauce was generally one penny, they 
would have been no discredit to the 
laost performance in any of the high 
priced institutions in America ; aud last 
but most important of all, three or four 
temples dedicated to the worship of 
" Thalia and Melpomene," or l»ettcr 
known as " penny gaffs." Most of tbem 
were huge affairs, that must have l>ecn 
a risky investment for tbo proprietor, as 
they only remained a week or two be­
fore and after the fair week, and they 
were not unsubstantial structures. 
Among them, aud considered tbo best, 
was Miller's show. David Prince Miller 
was a man of uncommon energy, good 
character, aud quite au enthusiast in 
what ho considered a pure aud bouest 
calling. He \. ah very uufortuuate : lie 
built several shows ou the greeu, some 
of them nf much higher order tbau a 
“ penny gaff.’’ Old Henry Alexauder, of 
the Theatre Royal in Duulop street, said 
bo bad uo right to interfere with his 
vested claim to the higher drama, so 
poor Miller was always at law with 
Alex., aud worse thau all, his ox- 
peusivo erections were burnt. With 
|duck deserving of a better fate, ho re­
built with always the same result. I 
believe he died very poor. Thou thoro 
was Chaiulier*', ('adogan’s ami Calvert's 
shows, with othor names I forget now. 
They were all alike iu appearance, aud 
in the character of the |>erformanco out­
side and iu, and it is with pleasure I cau 
sllirm that, though the performance at 
these ' penny gaffs ’’ was not ofteu of a 
very high order of merit, it was very 
seldom debasing, aud certainly superior 
iu morals to the sensationalism, misnam­
ed dramatic representation, which now 
disgraces the American miaor stage. Rob 
Roy, the Lady of Lyons, Don Cu-sar do 
Razou, Guy Mauneriug, Dumb Mau of 
Mauchester, and similar plays, were the 
usual representations, ami finished up 
with a roariug farce. All were generally 
well received by the audience. As for 
the performers, though the greater num­
ber wore about coual to the mediocrity 
and kept their bold on public favor, by 
au exaggerated stylo, or with some 
popular catch phrase well brought 
iu, there were a few who possessed 
histrionic ability of a very high order, and 
had few to excel them, even among ! 
the stars of the profession, and though 
the surrouudiugs seemed to be unfavor- i 
able to the growth of excellence, mauy 
a star has had reason to bo proud that 
he ouco shone before the approving, 
nod of the gods in a 1 jsmuy gaff." I re 
member Webster, who was unquestion­
ably at that time, with the exception of 
Makey, the original Railie, the best 
delineator of the Railie, aud Dandy j 
Dinmount who had appeared before the 
footlights. Thoro was Will Parry of : 
Calvert's, a host in himself in general 
utility work, always a favorite, whether 
iua “ penny gaff," or a theatre with three 
tiers. And there worn others whom I 
am unable to name, hut known to the 
youth and mauhood long ago, in name 
and worth, '• familiar in our own mouths 
aa household words."

{To be continued)
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Rut the great feature of the fair, and 
where the crowds were gathered moat, 
was on the east side of the ground 
where stood a number of large woodeu 
looths, some of them able to hold a 
large number of fieople. Conspicuous
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