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LIVE STOCK
The Mare to Breed From

Farmers very commonly seem to 
think that when a mare is good for 
nothing else "she will do to raise a 
volt out nl " This is true enough in 
a wav ; hut of what value will the 
colt lie when it is raised? As a gen 
cml rule breeding iront mares id this 
class means loss of money and vex 
at ion ol spirit There is to-day as 
iiiiii'li prolit to he made in raising 
horses, as any other class ol live
stock, but the horses must lie good 
ones, specialized lor some particular 
purpose and not mere scrubs: il the 
Iiest results are to be obtained.

The ipiulilications necessary in the 
stallion have been so thoroughly and 
often impressed upon the publie that 
it is generally understood, that noth 
iug but the best obtainable in its 
class is good enough and that pure 
breeding must be combined with indi
vidual merit, if the qualities of the 
sire are to lie transmitted to bis 
progeny Hut the mare, too, must be 
considered for she also is capable of 
transmitting to the foal both her 
good qualities and her defects, not 
perhaps with as great certain)- in the 
case of a mixed blooded mare as with 
a pule bred, bill in a greater or less 
degree in all cases. It is therefore es
sential that the mare shall have si/e, 
good conformation and be free from 
any hereditary unsoundness, and from 
vice Previous to mating she should 
be brought into a perfect state of 
health, not over-fat, or pampered, but 
well led and groomed, so as to be ill 
high condition. As a general rule tin 
lust brood mares are of the low 
grown, wide and roomy type, with 
hips somewhat sloping and wide and 
deep ill the pelvis.

A mare ol this type in ally class 
will usually make a good mother and 
raise a satisfactory foal if properly 
mated. All horses are more or less 
defective in one or more points and 
careless mating will lie apt to accent
uate the defects in the foal material
ly, especially if both sire and dam 
are allected in the same wav If the 
male lie defective in nttv point do not 
breed her to a Imrse having a similar 
or even an opposite fault, but rather 
to one that is as near perfect as pos 
slide in that particular.' So. too, if 
the mare be on the small side ma ti
ller xxitli a horse rather larger than 
herself, but avoid an enorinonslx large 
horse, especially if In be of the tall,

When considering the mating of tin
man- it is xx el I to remember that 
horses are bred to perform certain spe
cific services all - -i which require 
strength, endurance and courage. Hut 
though these are the prime qualities, 
essential to everv good horse, xet xvv 
do mu alxvnvs apply them in the 
same xv.iv Therefore many types or 
breeds have been produced: each one 
adapted to the purpose it is required 
to serve Shires. Clydes and some 
others of great weight and muscle are 
so well fitted for their work as heavy 
draught animals that it is difficult to 
see lioxv thev can be improved upon, 
while the Thoroughbred and Hackney 
and the races descended from them 
have developed speed and intelligence 
in the performance of their work 
which is but little short of marvel-

Tlicre are so tiianv types of horses 
from the diminutive Shetland poux to 
the gigantic Shire and each of them 
is so well fitted for the purpose it 
was bred to serve, that cross-breeding

bclxvvcli tile various types would seem 
to be a most unnecessary and useless 
thing to do; xet unfortunately, it has 
been doiii- and xvitli as usual the most 
disastrous results to tile interests ol 
the farmers. With regard to the 
In avv breeds, however, inter-crossing 
while it it seldom ol any particular 
benelit is not always directly injuri
ous. Thus a Clyde mare may be bred 
to a Shire horse or vice versa and a 
good useful colt be produced, though 
it would lie, in no case, bitter Ilian a 
colt got by a Clyde horse and the 
same mare and it loses any advan
tage it might have had in being pure

Crossing animals xvitli extreme dif
ference, such as light and heavy 
horses, is very seldom successful.

Light or medium, common bred 
maies max advantageously be mated 
with tin- Thoroughbred horse for the 
production ol good driving and sad
dle horses, a stallion ol this class 
weighing about 1,300 lbs. being big 
enough. Horses thus bred are always 
in good demand and command high 
prices. It is mil good policy to breed 
mares of the extreme cold-blooded 
types to a thoroughbred, the result 
seldom proving satisfactory.
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We have a Clyde mare seventeen 
\ears old, which missed this year for 
the second time. She has raised one 
dozen colts, all as clean and sound on 
the In me as can lie, there wasn't one 
balky, stilled, vicious, or cross 1 me 
amongst them. I think we may call 
her a money maker. We worked this 
mare in tile Inst team every year and 
led her like the other horses, while in 
foal. Alter sill- has foaled xxv give 
her hay—damped il liuslx—and make 
her a small bran mash, give her warm 
xx a ter xx it li .1 little Hour ill it for a 
few days, then gradually increase tlu- 
1 lash and cook oats or liarlcv lot 
her

Turn In-r on the grass as soon as 
possible, for grass is tin- natural food

for the horse and the liest health 
slore-r We wean a colt at lout 
live months old It is not well t<> 
this suddenly, so let it suck the 111 
twice a day, then once a day until 
last we qiut altogether. 1 think 
quart of oats, one quart of lirait. ,1 
a little good hay is .1 nice ration 
a sucker While led in this wav 1 
colt should have lots ,d exert 
Lead tin- colt and gixe it manu. 
Coax it to stand still, teach it 
meaning of tin- word "whoa" 
not let it walk a few steps alter 
ing tile word A colt should be I1.11 
ed frcquc-nllx You will find tin I 
In when breaking in. Do not b. 
least bit rough The best hols, 11 
is gentle with, and loves his hois, 

BRKAKlNt! IN A COLT 
To break in a colt have pain 

Put the bit on him and lead a 
times before you lake him on 
lines The best plan is to nlwax 
it oil the oil side lor the Ill's! 
months. Teach it to walk, and 11 
luxe taught 11 to stand still , 
word, it xx ill lie a help 11 aux 11 
goes wrong simplx tell it to 
Coax it, anil it will stand. This , 
oiten avoid accidents A colt is 
always cross when it stalls t«• 
or run a wax it is simplx .in 
I,et it kiioxx that nothing xvill hull 
When 1 nice trained right, it is ti.i

( i\loi <1 Count x , t lut lx |j

“Clydesdale Memories”
An interesting article Iront tin , 

of Mr. Thomas Dykes in the i<> 
issued volume of the "Transaction 
the Highland and Agricultural S. 
ol Scotland,” recalls a cmiio., 
which xx.is a sonu-xvliat hittei 
and which agitated the Clvdes.i 
and indeed the wltoL ol the , n 

■ding world sonic txx.n

Mi Dx h, s article, entitled V , 
dale Memories, is ,m exceeding I, 
lcresting one, .is xx ell 11 max l„ 
lexx kiioxx so mm h Clvdesdah In ' 
as In- does, and lie alxvnvs tells « 
he kin-xxs in pleasant lashioii Sp, 
ing ol the late Mr. Laurence Drew 
Mem ton, lie sax s "As eve-' 
kiioxx s. Ins ideas were to mate >


